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k H AV E been lately &vour'd with aa 
t e3cce)lenC Diffcriation upon Partus, both 
t Civil and E(clif/ifti(al; efpeeially Tho!c» 
5 which have divided and weakeii'd Eag. 
\ land for aljove a Century part. Tl.ough 
' fuch a Difaiurie would be feafonable at 
any Time, yet it is peculiarly foat this Jimfture, when 
the whole Strength of mimjterial Power «ni Poli^ ii 
employ'd to defeat that hafp'^ Goatit'.en, which Jialh al- 
ready gain'd confitlerabk Ground, and fe«ms to pro- 
miie us a Series of bettur Time.'. I ftiall ilicrclbre 
Commanicate this valuable Prei;iit 10 the Poblick, for 
whom it vras intended, without any ferther Preface; 
and can make no Doubt of its good Reception amongll 
PerfonJ of all Denominations who hare the Jntc;eflof 
their Country truely at Heart. 



■ Vol. Xil. 
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re^ CALEB D'ANVERS, £/^; ' 

SIP, 

TO Corrupt and to Divide are the trite and 
wicked Expedients, by vihich fome Minijf/rs in 
all Ages have afie^od to govern ; but ^fpedally fuoh as 
Jjave been leaft capable of exerting the true Arts of Go- 
vernment. There is however a Difierence to be made 
between tbe/e two Expedients, to the Advantage of the 
latter, and by Confecjuence between the Charadlcrs of 
^oje, who put them m Praftice. 

Everv bufy, ambitious Child of Fortune, who hath 
Himfelf a corrupt Heart, and becomes Mailer of a largi 
Purfe, hath all that is neceflary to employ the Expe- 
dient of Co R R u PT ION with Succefs. A Bribe, in the 
Hand of the moft blundering Coxcomb^ that ever dif- 
graced Honour, Wealth and Power, will prevail as 
much as in the Hand of a Man of Sen fe^ and go farther 
too, if it weighs more. An intriguing Chamber- Maid 
may fTip a Bank-Note into a griping Paw, as well as the 

moll fubtle Daemon of Hell. H e may govern 

as triumphantly by this Expedient as the great Knight, 
his Brother, and the great Knight as Burleigh himfelf. 

But every Charadler cannot attempt the other Expe- 
dient of Dividing, or keeping up Divifions, with equal 
Succefs. There is, indeed, no Occafion for any ex- 
traordinary Genius to divide ; and true Wifdom dcfpifca 
the inBimous Task. But there is need of that left-hand- 
cd Wildom, call'd Cunning, and of thofe Habits in Bu- 
iineis, call'd Experience. He, that is corrupted, co- 
operates with Him, that corrupts. He runs into bis 
Arms at the £rA Beckon ; or, in order fometimes to 
raife the Price, He meets Him but half Way. On the 
other Hand, to divide, or to maintain and renew the 
Divifions of Parties in a State, a Syftcm of Seduaim 
aild Fraud is ncccflary to be carried on. The Divided 
are fo far from being accefTary to the Guilt, that They 
would not be dlvidid^ if They Wert joot £rft deceived. 
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From thefe Difference?, which I have o)bfcrved be- 
tween the t7V0 ExpediefitSy and the Charafbers and 
Means, proper tb put them' in Praftice with Succefe, it 
Jnay be difcover'd perhaps why, upon former Occa- 
fions, as I ihall have Occafion hereafter to fhew, the 
Expedient of Dividing profper'd ^o much better than 
That of Corrupting ; and why, upon fome later Occa- 
fions, the Expedient of Corrupting fuccecds fo well in 
thole Hands, which are not and, I truft, will not be 
fo kicky in maintaining, or renewing, o«r Party-Divi* 
fions. 

Much hath been written by You, Mr. WAnvers, by 
your Correfpondents and others, who have drawn their 
Pens in the Caufe of Truth, Virtue and Liberty , againft 
the right reverend, as well as undignify'd, the noble, as 
weU as ignoble AfTertors of Corruption ; enough furely 
to iliame Thole, who have not loft all Scnfe of Shame, 
out of fo ignominious a Crime ; and to make Thofe, 
who have not loft every other Senfe, tremble at the Con- 
fcquences of it. We may flatter ourfclves that thefe ho* 
heft Endeavours have had fome Effedl ; and have Rea- 
fon to hope that far greater will follow from thofe 51- 
hiftrious Examples of Repulfes, which have been lately 
given to ihc grand Corrupter ; notwithftanding his fi«. 
quent and inlblcnt Declarations that He could ieduce 
whomfoever He had a Mind to gain. Thefe Hopes are 
farther cbnfirm'd to us by repeated Declarations of the 
Senfe of Parliament, whenever the Wifdom of the two 
Houfes fhall again rhink it proper to raife new Barriers 
K>^ hdiVf zgzm^ this encroaching Vice. 

In the mean Time, I think nothing can better an- 
fwer the Defign of your Papers, nor promote the pub- 
lick Good more efiedlually, in the prcfent Conjunduie, 
than to put our Countrymen frequendy on their Guard 
againft the Artifice, which is clumfily, but induftrioufly 
cmploy'd to maintain and, if it be poflible, to create 
net&Divifions amongftThem. That Day, which our' 
Fathers wifh'd to fee and did not lee, is now breaking 

A 2 upon 
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upon us. Shall We fuffer this Light to be tumM a 
into Party Darknefe, by the Incantations of l^bofe^ 
would not have paHi'd for Conjurers, even in the 
of Superfiition and Ignorance ? The Nation is not o^^jh 
brought into an Uniformity of Opinion, concerning /A 
prefent Adminiftration^ by the Length and the righteou 
Condu6l of it 5 but We are grown inio an Unanimit 
9ho\xi Principles of Government y which the mod fanguin^^^ 
cDuld fcarce have expc^ed, without Extravagance. C^r*^ 
tain AJfociatiom of Ideas were made fo familiar to u%^ 
about half a Century ago, and became in the Coiu^fe of 
Time fo habitual, that We (hould not have been able, 
even a few Years ago, to break them ; nor have been 
eafily induced to believe, on the Faith of any Predifti- 
on, that Experience and the Evidence of Fa^s would, 
in a few Years more, 'break them for us, dcftroy all our 
Notions oi Party, and fubllitutc new ones in their Room. 

^7be Power and Majefty of the People, an ordinal 
Q^ntraif, the Authority and Independency ^/Parliaments 
Liberty, Refiftancf, Excision, Abdication^ Depojttion i 
Thefe were Ideas afTociataly at that Time, to the Idea 
of a Whip, and fuppofed by evtry Whig to be incom- 
municable, and inconfiflent with the Idea of a Tory. 

Divine^ hereditary t indefiezable Right, lineal Sue- 
cejjion, pajjive Obedience, Prerogative, Non-Rejiftance., 
Slavery, nay and fometimes Popery too, were afibciated 
in many Minds to the Idea of a Tory, and deem*d in- 
communicable, and inconflllenty in the iame Manner, 
with the Idea of a Whig. 

But now That, whicji neither Side would have be- 
lieved, on the Faith of any Prediction, is come to 
paia J 

m^'m « guod Divum promittere nemo 
Auderet, volvenda Dies en / attulit ultro, 

Tkefi AJJhciationszrt broken ; thefe diftinSi Sets of Ideas 
are fliulied out of their Order \ new OmttMStionj force 

them- 
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themfeves upon us ; and it would aftually be as abfur^ 
to impute to the Tories the Principles, which were lai^A 
to their Charge formerly, as it would be to afcribc to 
the ProjeSior and bis Fa^ion the Name of Wbigs^ 
whilft They daily forfeit that Charafter by their Afti- - 
qns. The Bulk dbotb Parties arc really united ; united 
on Principles of Liberty^ in Oppolition to an obfcure 
Remnant of one Party, who difown thole PrincijJe^, 
and a mercenary Detachment from the other, who be- 
tray them. 

How this Change for the better comes to have been 
wrought in an Age, when moft Things have changed 
fir the zvorfe ; and fince it hath been wrought, why 
the old Diftin^ionj are kept up in fome Meafure, will I 
^hink be accounted for in treating this Subjefl ^rther. 
j^t prefent, what fhall We (ay to Thofe, who publickly 
Ipcak of this national Union as impradicable and chime- 
rical ; yet privately a6l againfl it, with all their Might, 
as a pradicable Thing, aad a real Evil to Them ? If it 
be as compleat, and as well cemented, as I imagine it 
is, and as every honeil Briton wiihes it may be ; nay, 
if there be nothing more than a ftrong Tendency on all 
Sides towards it, which no Man of the leaft Obiervation 
and Candour will deny ; it is furely the Duty of every 
one, who delires the Profperity of his Country, to feize 
the Opportunity, to cultivate and improve it- If Men 
are to be known by their Works, the Works of Thofe, 
who oppofe this Union, denote Them fufficiently>. 
Wicked and unhappy Men I who fcek their private 
Safety, in oppoling pub lick Good. Weak and filly Mtn ! 
who vainly imagine that They Ihali pafs for the Na- 
tion, and the Nation for a Fa3ion ; xYi^tTu's.Y Jhallbe 
judged in the Right, and the v/ hole Body of the 
People in the Wrong. — On whom wou'd They im- 
pofe ? — How long do They imagine that fo unequal a 
Conteft can laft ? 

There is no Complaint, which hath been more con- 

ftantly in the Mouths, no Grief hatli lain more heavily 

... A3 at 
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at the Hearts of all good Men, than Thofe about o!i%«« 
national Divifions i about the^ Spirit of Party^ which in^^ 
fpires Animoiity and breeds Rancour ; which hath ic^ 
often delbroyM our inward Peace, wcakenM our national 
Strength, aiKi fuUyM our Glorv abroad. It is Tim^ 
therefore that All, who deftie to be e^m*d good Men» 
and to procure the Peace, the Strength and the Glory 
of their Country^ by the only Means, by which they 
CM^ be procured e&Aualhr, ihould join their Efforts 
to heal our national Divijtons^ and to change the nar- 
row Spirit of Party into a diffiifive Spirit of fublick 
Benevolence, 

That We may be more encouraged to da fo, it will 
be of \i{t perhaps to coniider, in fome Particulars, what 
Advances are already made towards that national Vnicn^ 
without which no national Good can beexpeded, in 
fuch Circumdances at ours. 

Let us begin with the prefent Temper of the Mem- 
bers of the Church of England towards the Dijfenters. 
Thofe Laws, by which the latter were debarred from 
ferving God after their own way, have not been ihefe 
many Years a Terror to Them. Thofe, which were 
dcfign'd to hinder the Propagation of their Principles, 
and Thofe, which (hut the Door of all publick Prefer- 
ment, even to fuch amorgft Them b& confirm* d occajion- 
allyy arc repcaPd. Far from defiring to impofe any new 
Hardfhips upon Them, even ^bo/e, who have been re- 
puted their Enemies, and who have aded as fuch on fe- 
veral Occafions, acknowledge their Error. Experience 
hath removed Prejudice. They fee that Indulgence hath 
done w4iat Severity never could ; and from the Frank- 
ncfs of ^n^ej€y if 1 was a Dijfenter^ I fhould fooner ch- 
Icrtain Hopes of future Favour than from the double 
Dealing of 7hofe, who lean on - the DiJJenters, when 
They ^x^ cut of Power y and who efteem Them a Load 
upon Them, when They are in it. We are now in the 
true and only Road, which can poilibly lead to a per- 
ic^ Reconciliation among Pioteftants ; to the Abolition 

of 



of all their Differences j or to Terms of Differenee h 
little eflential, as to defcrve none of IHftinSlim. Thdb 
happy Ends muft be obtained hj natttral goodwill, Thqr 
never can be obtained by Force. It is true, indeed, thai 
Force^ which is the £^K6l of a Majority and fuperiot 
Power, may fupport a Rivalfhip, and ere6l even Coun* 
ter-EftabUfbments, But then, by the ^ime Means, oat 
cntient Difputes will be revived ; the Church will be 
thought retdly in Danger ; and religious Feuds, which 
have been fo long and lb beneficially kept down, wfll 
once more dilhirb the Peace of the State. It is a certaia 
Truth, that our religious and civil Contefts have mu- 
tually, and .almoft alternately, raiied and ^mented each 
edier. Churchmen and Dijfeniers have fometimes di^ 
ferM, and fometimes thought, or been made to think, 
that They dificrM, at leaft, as much about civil as re- 
Upous Matters. There can be therefore no Way & 
eicftual to compofe their Differences on the lattery as 
to improve the growing Union between Them on the 
firmer. Idem f entire de Republiciy to think alike about 
foUHcal AffairSy hath been efteem'd neccflary to confK- 
tutc and maintain private Friendjhifs. It is obvioufly 
more eflential in fubHck Friendjhifs. Bodies of Men in 
the feme Society can never unite, unlefs "Hiey unite on 
this Principle ; and if They once unite on this Princi^ 
pky They will unite on all others ; or They will readily 
and chearfully niake one another eafy about them.—* 
Let me fpeak plainly. It becomes a Man to do fb, who 
means honeftly. — In our political Divifions of Whig and 
^orj^ the Diffenters have adhered to iht former, and 
They want no Apology for doing fo. They joined 
Themfelves to Thofe, with whom They agreed ; and 
ilood in Oppofition to Thofe, with whom They dif- 
fered in Principles of Government. There could be no 
Objeftion brought againft Them, on this Account, 
They certainly did not follow Power. They did not 
aft like a SeSty or a Faffiony who had and purfued an 
Intcreft, diltinfl from the Imercft of the whole. Their 
Non-Conformity had nothing to do here. They concur- 
red 
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red with Conformifts ; and if They had been C^ 
mifts thcmfelves, as They were Diffenters^ They -wo 
have afied m the fame Manner. But if this D/lr^ 
of Parties f on the lame Principles, fubfifts no longi 
if there be in Truth neither a ^ory, nor a Wbig^ 
have faid above, but a Court and a Country Party in 
ing; if the political Principles, which the Diffent^^^ 
have formerly avow*d, are manifefUy purfiied on *>^ 
Side ; and Thole, which They have oppoled, or others 
equivalent to them m their E&ds, are purfued on the 
other i can the Dijfenters hefitate about the Option 
They are to make? I am perfuaded They cannot. I 
know that feveral amongll Them do not. 'What 
might be, and certainlv would be laid, if They made 
their Option to ftand oy the Miniftery I will not ic^ 
much as fuggeil. What muil be the Confequence of 
their Handing by xkt Nation y in Oppofition to Him j (for 
between tbefe ttoo Powers the pretent Conteft lies) it is 
eafy to tell, and impoflible to deny. They will prove, 
in this Qtfe, to the whole Woold, that the Spirit of Li- 
berty animates, and Confcience alone determines their 
Conduft. They, who could never brook a Regain 
will have the Merit of faving their Country from the 
Danger of a mimjferial tyranny ; and their Country 
will owe Them all the Acknowledgments, which are 
due from good and grateful Citizens of the lame Com- 
monwealtli. 

As to the other great and national Divifion oiWhig 
and ^ory ; He, who recolledls what hath pafb'd in 
Parliament, and obferves what paiTcs out of it, can dif- 
fer very little in his Opinion from what hath l^een faid 
concerning it. The principal Articles oiyour civil Faltb^ 
publifh'd fome Time ago, (or, to fpeak more properiy, 
the civil Faitb of the old Wbigs) are affented and con- 
fented to by the Country Party ; and I lay, upon good 
Authority, that if tbis Creed was made' a Teft of po/i- 
tical Orikodcxyy there would appear at this I'ime but 
very few Hereticks amongil us. How different tlie 

Caic 
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Cafe is, on tke ^tbeir SUe^ will appear not only from 
the AflionSy but Bom the Principles of the Court Party^ 
as We find them avow'd in their Writings ; Principles 
moTt dangerous to Uberiji though not h diredJy, nor 
io opouly levell'd ag^inft it, than even zny of Thcfe, 
bad as they were, which fme of thefe Men vihie 
Themfelves for having formerly oppofi^. 

In ihort, the Revolution is kok'd upon by all Sides 
as a new Mr a ; but the Settlement thai made is kx)k*d 
upon by the whole Country Partj as a new Magna 
Cbarta, from whence new Interefis^ new Princfles of 
Government^ new Meafures ofSuhmiJfion^ and new Obli' 
gations arife ; from whence We muft date both King 
and People. His Majefty derives his Title from A^s^ 
made in Coaiequence of it. We like wife derive, notour 
Privileges, (for they were always ours) but a more full 
and explicit Declaration, and a more folemn EfiaUlOi- 
mentof them from the £uiie Period. On this Founds^ 
tion all the reafonabUi. independent Whigs and ^oriet 
unite. They could unite on This alone ; lR)r the Whigs 
have always profeisM the Principles, which pared the 
Way for the Revolution ; and whatever die Tories maj 
have profeis'd. They a^led upon the fiune Principles, or 
They a£led upon none« which would be too afc^uid to 
aflert, when They brought about that great Event, in 
Concert with the reft <jf the Nation, as 1 ihall fiime 
Time or oiher prove. 

To this Magna Chart a and thefe Principles let as ad> 
here inviolably, in Oppofition to the two Extremes men» 
tionM by Me at the Beginning of this Paper, vix, to 
Thojej who dijQwn them, and to llfofe^ who betray 
them.— Let neither the polemical Skill of Lejly^ nor 
the antique Erudition of Bedford perfuade us to put on 
again thofe old Shackles ol falfe Law, falfe Rea/oUy and 
falfe Gofpely which were forged before the Revolution, 
and broken to Pieces by it.— -As little let us fuffer die 
arch Slynei*s of G— w, the dogmancal Dryne& of H*-^, 
or the lottiing Pioftitution of Sh-^k, to flip DevShackies» 

upon 
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upon us which arc inconfidcnt with the coni^Stii 
Prmciplcs of our Eftablifhment.— Let us maintai/j / 
improve the national Union /b happily begun, ancf 6^ ^ 
Qod for difpofing the Temper of the Nation aln^ 7^ 

univerfally to it. Such a Coalition hath been ^c:^^ 

wanted in this Kingdom, and never more than at t: i?* 
imprtant Crifis ; for on Thb it will depend whct^J^^ 
^ey^y who not only oppofe the Progrels of that growfhrg 
Corruption^ which had well nigh overfpread the Land, 
bur endeavour to extirpate it by the Roots, fhall prevail ; 
or Th^, Yfho nourifh and propagate it ; who eat Them- 
^Ives, and tempt others to eat the baneful Fruit it 

bears On This it will depend whether ^<'j fhall 

prevail, who conftantly infift againfl the Continuance 
of a ftanding Army, in Tims of Peace ^ agreeably to the 
Principles ©four Conftitutiom or Tl^ey, who plead for 
it, and endeavour to make it a neceiTary Part of tbat 
Conftitutiony though incompatible with publitk Liberty. 
•—On This it will depend whether 7bey fhall prevail, 
who endeavour to conceal the Frauds, which are prac- 
tifed, and to fcrecn the Fraudulenty at the Rifque of 
ruining Credit^ and defbming frade, as well as to mo- 
nopolize in the Hands of^a Few the whole Wealth of 
the Nation ; or ^^, who do their utmoft to bring tlie 
former to Light, and the latter to Punilhment at a 
Time, when glaring Ftaud^ or very flrong Symptoms 
of Frauds y appear in fb many Parts of publick Manage- 
ment, from fome of the greateft Companies down to 

the Turnpike at Hyde-Park Corner, On This it will 

depend whether They fhall prevail, who delire that 
Great Britain fhould maintain fuch a Dignity ai\d pru- 
dent Referve, in the Broils of Europe^ as become her 
Situation, fuit her Interefl, and alone can enable Her to 
cifl the Ballance ; or They, who are eager, on every 
Occafion, to proftitute her Dignity, to pawn her Pur/ef 
and to lacrifice her Commerce ^ by intangling Her not 
only too much with the other great Powers of Europe j 
from whom She may fbmetiracs want repprocal En- 
gagements ; 
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^gemenU; but even with ibo/e Sminuiivt Pimtrs, 
fiotn whom k would be ridiculoaa to^eipeft any. 

1 fhall lend you Tome ferther Thoughts on ihu Sub- 
jeA next Week, andRm, SIR, tiuri, ice. 



N" 383, Satwrday, Nov. 3, 1733. 
Te Caleb D'Ahvers, £^; 




HILST I WM writing mjr laft Letter 
You, it came into my Thoughts that 
g would ijluftrate the Subjefl bet- 
ter, nor enforce more ftrongly [he Ex- 
hortation to an Umcn ef PartUs, in 
Support of that Con Ait u lion, on the 
Terms of which alone all Right to govern us, and all 
our Obligation to obey is now founded, thap an Enquiry 
inK) the Rife and Progrefs of our late Pariiti ; or a 
fliort Hiftory oiTsrifin and Wbiggifia from their Cra- 
dle to their Grave, with an iwroduflory Account of 
their Genealogy and Defcent. 

Your Papers liave been from the Jirfl conlecTated to 
the Information of the People of Britain ; and I think 
they may boaft very juftly a Merit firgular enough ; 
That of never fpeaking to the Paffions, without appeal- 
ing 10 the Realbn of Mankind. It is fit Uiey Ihould 
ke^ up this Charafler, in the ftriftelt Mantur, whilft 
ihey are employ'd on the moft importsnt Subjeft, and 
publifh'd at the moll important Crilis. I fhall there- - 
fore execute ray Defign with Sincerity and Impartia- 
lity. I Ihall certainly not flatter ; and I do not mean 
tooflcnd. Reafonable Men and Lovers of Truth, in 
whatever Party They have been engaged, will not be 
oSendcd 
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ofiended at Wridngs, which claim no R^ard ba 
this Account, that they are founded in Reaibn 
Truth, and fpeak with Boldnds what Realbn 
Truth conijpire to difiate. At for the Drummm 
Trumpeters _ of FaBion^ who are hired to drown 
Voice of both in one perpetual Din of Clamour, 
would endeavour todtown, in the fame Manner, 
4ie dying Groans of dieir Coontiy, if She was ah 
brought into that extreme Condition ; They fhall 
provoke Me to' break a moft contemptuous SH 
TheSubjeA is too folemn. They may prophai 
by writing on it. Far be it fiom Me to become g 
or" the fame Crime, by anfwering Them. 

If the Enquiry I am going to make into the 
and Pr(^refs d'our /att Parties fhould produce in 
D^ree the Grood, which I intend, it will hd 
confirm and improve the national Union (b ha] 
begun, by taking off feme Remains of Shynefs, 
ftruft and Prejudice, which may itill hang about ] 
who think a&ke, and who prefs on, from dif!i 
Quarters, to the feme common Point of View, 
will help to unmask more efiedhially the wicked 
duftof Thofe, who labour with all the Skill and, w 
is much more . confiderable, with all the Auth 
They poffcfs, to keep up the Divifion of Parties ; 
each of Thefe may continue to be, in its Turn, y 
all of them have been too often and too long, 
Inftiumenu and the ViAims of private Ambition, 
will do ibmething more. A few Reflections on 
Rife and Progress of our Diftemper, and the Rife 
Progrefs of our Cure, will help us of Courfe to m< 
true Judgment on our prefent State, and will { 
out to us, better perhaps than any other Method, 
fpecif ck Remedies flill neccffery to preferve our < 
ftitution in Health and Vigour.— —Having prcn 
This, I come to the Point. 

Queen Elizabeth defign'd, and the Nation callM 1 
James to the Throne, though the whok Scoti/h 
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had been excluded by the Will oi Henry the Sth, made 
indeed under the Authority o^ an AH of Pariiament^ 
and yet iitde regarded either by the Parliamenty or 
the People. As fbon as He was on the Throne, a flat- 
termg A£f of Recognition pafsM ; for though all Princes 
are flatter'd on their firil Acceffion» yet thofe Princes 
are fure to be flatter'd moft, who deferve P^negyrick 
kaft. In this AB the Parliament acknowledged^ m the 
Knees of their Hearts^ ( fuch was the Cant ofthc Age, ) 
the indubitable Rights by which They declared tluit 
the Crown defcended to Him immediately j on the De- 
ceafe of Queen Elizabeth. Of this AB and of the 
Ufe, which fbme Men, \trf weakly I think, endea^ 
vour*d to make of it, 1 (hall have Occafion to fpeak 
hereafter. I would only obferve here that This is the 
MrvL d[ hereditary Rights and of all thofe exalted No- 
tions, concerning the Power and Prerogative of Kings^ 
and the Sacrednejfs of their Per fons. All together they 
compofed fuch a Syftem of Abfurdity, as had never 
been heard of in this Country, till that anoitited Pedant 
broach'd them. They have been fpoken of pretty 
much at large in your Papers ; particularly in Ibme of 
Thofe, publifh'd under the Name of Oldcajlle. To 
them I refer. 

To aflert that the extravagant Principles of Ecdejt- 
aftical and Civil Government^ which began to be pro- 
pagated in this Reigny and were carried Hill higher in 
the ncxt^ gave Occafion to Thofe of another Kind, or 
of another Extreme, which were taught with Succefs, 
and gain'd by Degrees great Vogue in the Nation, 
would be too much. Opinions very diiJerent from 
Thofe, which received the Sanftion of a legal EJla- 
blijhment in Church and State^ had crept about ob- 
fcurely, if not filently, even whilll the Government of 
Elizabeth lalled. But I'his I fay ; that the Principles, 
by which King James znAYJin^ Charks the ill go- 
vern'd, and the Exccfles of Hierarchical 2ii\dL Monarchi- 
cal Power, exerciled in Confequencc of them, gave 

Vol. YAl. B great 
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great Advantage to the oppofitc Opinions, and intire 
occafion'd the Miferies, which follow'd. Phrenzy pi 
voked Phrenzy, and two Species of Madnefs infe^b 
the whole Ma(s of the People. It hath coH us a Ge 
tury to lofe our Wits, and to recover them again. ' 
If our Grievances under K. Charles the ift. had bee 
redre(s*d by a ibber, regular. Parliamentary Reformatic 
of the State ; or if, the civil War happening, a new G 
vemment had been eftablilh'd on Principles of the Ooi 
ftitution, not of Faftion, of Liberty, not of Licent 
©ufnefs, as there was on the Abdication of King Jam 
the 2d ; We may conclude both from Rcafon and E: 
perience, that the abfurd and flavifh Dodrines I hx\ 
mention'd would have been exploded early. The 
would have been buried in the recent Grave of Hin 
who firft devifed them ; and the Memoiy of Him an 
of Them would have fhmk together in the Noftrils i 
Mankind. But the contrary fell out. The State wj 
fubverted, inftead of being reform'd ; and all tKe Fur 
of Faftion and Enthufiafm was employ 'd to dcftro 
the Conftitution to the very Foundations. A natun 
Confequence followed. If the Principles of King J ami 
and King Charles's Reigns had been difgraced by be 
ter, they would not have rifen again ; but they we 
only kept down for a Time by worfe ; and therefbi 
they rofe again at the Refloratioriy and revived wit 
the Monarchy. Thus that epidemical Taint, wit 
which King James infe6led the Minds of Men, coi 
tinued upon us ; and it is fcarce hyperbolical to faj 
that this Prijtce hath been the original Caufe of a & 
lies of Misfortunes to this Nation, as deplorable as 
lafticg Infedion of our Air, of our Water, or our Eartl 
would have been. The Spirit of his Reign was mail 
tain'd in That of his Son, ( for how could it well \ 
othcrwife, when the fame Minifters were continued i 
Power?) and the Events of both produced the civ 
War. The civil War ended in the Death of the Kinj 
and the Exile of his family. The Exile of thefe Prh 

cc 
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ces reconciled Them to the Religion of Rome, and to 
the Politicks of foreign Nations^ in fuch Degrees as 
their different Charafters admitted. Charles lipp'd a 
little of the poifonous Draught, but enough however 
to infe£l his whole Conduft. As for James^ 

M Ille impiger haufit 

Spurn ant em Pater am. 
He drank the Chalice off to the loweft and fbulcft 
Dregs. 

. That Principles^ as ablurd as Thefe in their Nature, 
a^d as terrible in their Confequences, fuch as would 
Ihock the common Senfe of a Samojedey or an Hotten* 
tftt, and had jult before deluged the Nation in Blood; 
fliould come into Vogue again at the Rejioration, will 
not appear ftrange to Thofe, who carry Thcmfelves 
back as it were to that Point of Time. The Wounds 
of the ciz/i/ War were bleeding ; and the Rcfentment? 
of the Cavaliers^ who came into Power at Court and 
in Parliaipent, were at their Height. No Wonder then 
if few Men had, in fuch a Ferment as This, Penetra- 
tion enough to difcern, or Candour enough to acknow- 
ledge, or Courage enough to maintain, that the Prin- 
eiples We fpeak of were truly and primarily the Caufe 
of all their Misfortunes. The Events, which proved 
them fo, were recent ; but for that very Reafon, be- 
caufe they were recenti it was natural for Men, in fuch 
a Circumftance as This, to make wrong Judgments 
about them. It was natural for the Royal Party to af- 
cribc all their and their Country's Misfortunes, without 
any due Dillindion, to the Prineiplesy on which King 
Charles and even King James had been oppofed j and 
to grow more zealous for ^hofe, on which the Go- 
vernments of thefe two Princes had been defended, and 
for which They had fuffer'd. Add to This the na- 
tional Tranfport, on h great a Revolution ; the Excels 
of Joy, which many felt and many feign'd ,* the" A- 
dulation employ *d by many to acquire new Merit, 
and by many to atone for pad Demerit 9 and you will 

B 2 ind 
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find Reafbn to be furprized, not that ^tfame Principles 
of Government i as had threatenM our Liberties once, 
and muft by neceffary Confequencc do (o again, were 
eitablifh'd ; but that our Liberties were not immedi- 
ately and at once given up. That they were feved Wb 
owe, not to Parliament^ no not to the Convention Par* 
liament, who brought the King home ; but to thofe 
great and good Men, Clarendon and Southampton, Far 
from taking Advantage of the Heat and Fervour of the 
Times, to manage Parliaments into fcandalous Jobs, 
and fatal Compliances with the Crotvn ; to their im- 
mortal Honour, (with Gratitude and Reverence to 
their Memories be it fpoken ) They broke the Arm% 
dinted the Revenue^ and threw their Mafter on the Jf- 
fellions of bis People. — But I return. 

Beiides thefe Reafons, drawn from the Paffions of Men, 
others of a more fober Kind may be given, to account 
for the making a Settlement at the Refloration upon 
Principles too near a-kin to Thofe, which had pre- 
vail'd before the War, and which had in Truth cau-' 
fed it. Certain it is, that although the Hon-Conformifts 
were ftunn'd by the Blow They had juft received ; 
and though their Violence was reftrain'd by the Force 
of the prefcnt Conjunfture; yet They uiU exifted. 
Symptoms 0/ This appeared, even whilft the Govern- 
ment was fettling, and continued to appear long after 
it was fettled. Now every Symptom of this Kind 
renew'd the Dread of relapfing into thofe Miferies, 
from which the Nation had fb lately recover'd itfelf ; 
and this Dread had the natural Effeft of all extreme 
Fears. It hurried Men into every Principle, as well as 
Meafure, which feem'd the moft oppofite to Thofe of 
the Perfonsfear'^dy and the moft likely, though at any 
other Rifque, to defeat their Defigns, and to obviate 
the prefent Danger, real or imaginary. May We not 
fairly conjedure, for it is but Conje6lure, fomething 
more ? In fuch a Temper of Mind, and fuch a Situ- 
ation of Circumftances, might not even Thofe, who 
iaw how groundlefs and dangerous fuch extravagant 

Notions 
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Notions about the Right, Power and Prerogative of 
Kings were, imagine however that it was a Part of 
Prudence to give Way to them, and to countenance 
them, in the prefent Conjunfture i to fuffer the Opi- 
nions of the Nation to be bent too &r on one Side, a» 
they had been bent too far on the other ; not that 
they might remain crooked, but that they might be- 
come flrait ? 
^ The fame Spirit and much the feme Reafons as de- 
termined our Settlement, at the Reftoration, upon fuch 
high Principles of Monarchy, prevail'd relatively to our 
religious Differences, and the Settlement of the Church, 
—I fhall fpeak of it with that Freedom, which a Man 
may take, who is confcious that He means nothing but 
the publick Good, hath no Bye-Ends, nor is under the 
Influence of ferving any particular Caufe. 

I fay then very frankly that the Church and the King 
having been join'd in all the late Contefls, both by 
Thoie, who attacked them, and Thofe, who defended 
them, Ecclefiaftical Interefts, Refentments and Animofi" 
ties came in to the Aid of facular^ in making the new 
Settlement, Great Lenity was fhewn at the Reftora- 
tion, in looking backwards ; unexampled and unimita- 
ted Mercy to particular Men, which deferved no doubt 
much Applaule. This Condudl would have gone far 
towards refloring the Nation to its primitive Temper^ 
and Integrity, to its old good Manners, iis o/d good Hu- 
mour, and its old good Nature ( Expreffions of ray Lord 
Chancellor Clarendon, which I could never read with- 
out being moved and foften'd) if great Severity had not 
been exercHed immediately after, in looking forwards, 
and great Rigour ufed to large Bodies of Alcn, which 
certainly deferves Cenfure, as neither juft, nor politick. 
I fay, not juft ; becaufe there is after all a real and 
wide Difference between moral ^xA Party Juft Ice, The 
one is founcjed in Reafon. The other takes its Colour 
from the Paflions of Men, and is but another Name for 
Injuilicc. Moral Juftice carries Punifhment as far as 

B 3 Reparation 
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Reparation, and neceflary Terror require; no far- 
ther. Party Juftice carries it to the full Extent of 
our Poweri and even to the gorging and fitting of 
our Revenge. From whence it follows that InjufHce 
and Violence* once begun, mud become perpetual in 
the fucceffive Revolutions of Parties, as long as tke/if 
Parties exift.— — I iky, not feUtick ; becaule it con- 
tradifted the other Meaiures, taken for quieting the 
Minds of Men. It alarm'd all the SeSls anew i con- 
firm'd the Implacability and whetted the Rancour of 
Some ; difappointed and damp'd a Spirit of Reconcilia* 
tion in Others ; united Them in a common Hatred to 
the Churchy and roufed in the Church a Spirit of IntD- 
lerance and Pcrfecution. This Meafure was the moi^ 
imprudent, becaufe the Opportunity feem'd fair to take 
Advantage of the Refentments of the Presbyterians a- 
gainft the Other Se^aries, and to draw Them, without 
perfecuting the others, by the Cords of Love into the 
Pale of the Church, inftead of driving Them back by 
fcvere Ufage into their antient Confederacies. But when 
Refentments of the Sort We now mention were let 
loofe, to aggravate Thofe of the other Sort, there was 
no Room to be furprized at the Violences, which fbl- 
low'd ; and They, who had aded greater, could not 
complain of Thefe, great as they were, with any good 
Grace. 

If we may believe * One, who certainly was not 
partial againft the/e SeSls, both Presbyterians and Inde- 
pendents had carried the Principle of Rigour, in the 
JPoint of Confcicnce, much higher, and a^ed more impia- 
cably upon it, than ever the Church of England hatb 
done in its angriejl Fits. The Tccuring Themleves there- 
fore againft Tho/e, who had ruin'd Them and the Con- 
ftitution once already, was a plaufible Reafbn for the 
Church-Party to give, and I doubt not the true and 
fole 

* Dr. Burnet, afterward Bijhop of Salisbury, in one 
of bis Traas. 



fok Motive (^ many for exercifing, and perfifting in the 
Excrcife of great Severity. General, prudential Arga. 
mcnts might, and there is Reafon to believe they did, 
weigh with particular Men ; but they could have little 
Force, at fnch a Time, on Numbers. As little could 
fome other Conliderations have then, whatever they 
have now. The Promifes at Breda, jfor Inilance, and 
the Terms of the Declaration fent from thence, couJd 
not be urged with Force to a ParUament, who had no 
Mind, and was ftriftly under no Obligation, to make 
good fuch Promifes as the King had made, beyon^ his 
Power of promifing, if taken abfblutely j and, if taken 
conditionally, He was difcharged, on the Refufal of 
Parliament to confirm them. — Thus again, the Merit 
pleaded bjr the Preshyterians, on Account of the Share 
They had in the Reftoratim, which was very real and 
very confiderable, could avail however but little. That 
They went along with the national Torrent, in red- 
ing the Conftitution of Church and State, could not be 
denied. But then it was remembcr'd too that thefe 
Fruits of Repentance came late; not till They had 
been long opprefsM by another Se^, who turn'd upon 
Them, wrcfted the Power out of their Hands, and 
made Them feel, what They had made others feel, the 
Tyranny of a Party. 

Such Reafons and Motives as I "have mention'd pre- 
vailed ; and worfe than Thefe would have been fuf- 
ficient, when the Paffions of Men ran fo high, to lay 
the Dijentersy without any Diftinft ion, under extreme 
Hardlhips. They feem'd to be the principal Objeft of 
the Fears and Jealoufies of Parliament. AddrefTes were 
continually made, and the Edge of the Law continually 
whetted againft Them, from 1660 to 1669, when the- 
Law for fupprejjing Conventicles^ and the laft of thefe 
penal Statutes pafs'd, as I remember^ Experience will- 
jullify Me for faying that this long and extreme Rigour 
was unwife, as well as unjuft. It appears, indeed, from 
the Memorials of thofe Times that fhey^ who fuffer'd, 

had 
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had given abundant Provocation, tho* not fufficient £t- 
cufe, to the Rigour, under which They fufier'd. Some 
former Hardfhips, which the Diffenters had endured 
from the Churchy made Them more violent againft it^ 
when They got PofTeflion of an ufurp'd Power. Juft 
fo the Violence, which Tbey exerciied at that Time, 
ilimulated the Severity They felt in their Turn, when 
the legal Conflitution of the Church was rellored. Not- 
wichilanding all which, I incline, upon very good 
Reaibns, to think that this Severity was not in the £rft 
Defign of the Minifters ; nor would have been fhewn, 
li another fatal Influence had not prevail'd. The In- 
flaence I mean is That of Popery, It prevailed from 
the firft Moments to the laft of the Reign of King 
Charles the 2d. The beft Minifters were frequently- 
driven off their Byafs by it. The worft had a fure 
Hold on their Malter, by complying with it. On the 
Occafion now mention'd, this Influence and the Artifice 
of the Fopifh FaSlion work'd very fat^ly on the Paffions 
of Parties, and the private Interefls of individuals ; and 
the Miniftersy and the Churchy and the Diffenters were 
Bubbles alike of their common Enemy. Barefaced Pth 
fery could aik no Favour, becaufe Popery could expe6t 
none. Proteftant Diffenters were therefore to lerve as 
iUlking Horfes, that Papifts might creep behind Them, 
and have Hopes of being, ibme Time or other, ad- 
mitted with Them. The Church Party was halloo'd 
01 the Diffenters ; whilft the Diffenters were encouraged 
to unite and hold out; vvhilft They were flatter'd with 
an high Opinion of their own Strength, and the King's 
Favour ; and whilft fome leading Men amongll Them, 
who thought it better to be at the Head of a ^eB^ than 
at the Tail of an Eftablijhmenty were perhaps encou- 
raged and confirm'd in that Thought by the private 
Applications of the Court. 

. Thefe Arts, thefe wicked Arts (for fuch they were) 
prevailed ; and though the 2000 Miniflers, who went 
out of their Churches on one Day, were fan from being 

all 
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all of the feme Mind, or having one pofitive, conliftcnt 
Scheme ; though many of Them muft have loft their 
Benefices, even if They had comply'd with the J^ cf 
Uniformity, becaufe They were Intruders j and in a6lual 
PofTeffion «f Benefices legally belonging to Otberii yet, 
by uniting in the Point of Non-Conformity , They ap- 
pear'd as one Body^ and in fome Senfe They were to. 
Several of Them were popular for certain Modes of De- 
votion, fuited to the Humour of the Time j and fevcral 
were Men eminent for true Learning and unafledled Pie- 
ty. This increafed the Zeal of their Flocks, and cre- 
ated Compaffion in Others. Here the Court began to 
reap the Fruits of their Management, in the Struggle 
for a Toleration. I ufe the Word, though I know it 
may be fimply cavilPd at. The firft Step made wa«r 
an Application to the King, who declared Himfelf 
ready and willing to dijpenfe, in their Favour, with fe- 
vera! Things in the A^ of Uniformity ; and thus the Dif 
/enters were made, by the Severity of the Parliament 
and the Intrigues of the Court y the Inftruments of in- 
troducing a difpenjing Power, Such Attempts were 
made more than once ; but happily fail'd, as often as 
made, through the vigorous Oppofition of Parliament ; 
till at laft the Scene began to open more, and the Dif 
fenters to fee that They were made the Tools of pro- 
moting, what They never intended, the Advancement 
of ^t. Prerogative above Law, and the Toleration of 
Popery againtt it. 

To conclude. By fuch Means as I have defcribcd, 
the Conftitution of Parties after the Reftoration prefer- 
ved unhappily too near a Refemblance to the Conftitu- 
tion of Parties before the War. The Prerogative was 
not, indeed, carried fo high, in ibme Inftances, as 
James and Charles the ift. had attempted to carry it. 
Nay, fome Supports of it were bought off, and taken 
away ; and others more dangerous, as We have obfei:- 
ved, were prevented by the Virtue of the Men at that 
Time in Power, But ftill the Government was efta- 

bliih'd 
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blifh'cl on PrtJicipleSy i'ufficient to invite a King- to' 
cxercifc arbitrary Power , and to fupport Him by their 
Confequences in the Exercife of it afterw ards ; ^ that," 
in this Rcfpedl, the Seeds of future Divifions were 
Ibw'd abundantly. The Diffenters had, indeed, loft 
much of their Credit, and all their Po^vcr. But ftill 
They had Numbers, and Property, and Induftry, and 
Compaffion for Them ; fo that here was another Crop 
of DiiTentions planted to nurie up, and to flrengthen 
the other. They did not bflame the Conteils, which 
follow'd, into a civil War, as they had help'd to do for- 
merly ; but 1 think that, without them, and the Difl 
union and Hatred amongft Proteftants, confequent upon 
them, the Zeal againft Popery could not have run into 
a Kind of factious Fury, as We (hall be obliged to 
confefs it did. I likewife think that Fears of falling 
once more under Presbyterian^ or Republican Powers 
could not have been wrought up in the Manner they 
were, towards the End of this Reign, fo as to drown 
even the Fear of Popery itfelf ; fo as to form a Party in 
Favour of a Popijh Succejfor ; fo as to tranfport both 
Clergy and Layety into an Avowal of Principles 
which mull have reduced us to be at this Time Slaves] 
not Freemen, Papijls, not Proteftants ; thefe Things* 
I fay, could not have happened, if the very Men, 
who had avow'd Juch Principles, had not laved TTicm- 
felves and Us, in dired OppoHtion to them. But 

I am running into the Subject of another Letter, wheii 
This is grown too prolix already. 

/ am, SIR, &c. 
O. 
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N* 384. Satvrdai, Nov. 10, 1733. 

The fame SuljeS cuitinued. 
Tt Caleb D'Ahvehi, E/jt 
SIR, 

fHB Sum of what hitfa been fkid, con- 
• ceming the Settlement >/ Cbureb and 
I Stale, and the DivifioaafPartie!, at the 
[ Reftoratim, amounts to This ; that u 
I the Attempts of King James and King 
Charles the ill. againft the Spirit of the 
People, and the Principles of the Conllitution, threw 
the Nation into a civil War, and all the miferable Con> 
fequences, both necefTary and contingent, of that Ca- 
lamity ; To the Fury, Enthufiafm and Midnefs of tbafe 
FalfioRf, which arofe, during that unnatural Fftment, 
frighten'd Ae Narion hack, if not into all, yet more 
generally perhaps than before, into moft of the^ffA'«fl/, 
that were eftablilh'd to juftify the Excefles of former 
Reigns. Hereditary, iniefiezable Right, PaJJive Qbe^ 
Hence and Nm-Repftance { thofe Corner-ftones, which 
are an improper Foundation for any Superftraflare but 
That of Tyranny,) were made, even hy ParHamenli 
the Foundation of the Mixarcby ; .and a!I Thofe, who 
declined an cxaft and flrift Conformity to the whole 
EUablifliment of the Cbureb, even to the moll minute 
Farts of it, were deprived of the Proteftion, nay expo- 
fed to the Prprecution of the Stale. Thus Me Part of 
the Nation flood proferibed by the ether ; the /eafi, in- 
deed, by the grealeft ; whereas a little before \i\e great- 
ell flood proferibed by the kaft, Reuniibead anA Cava- 
lier were, in Effeft, no more. Whig and fsrj were 
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not yet in Being. The only two apparent Parties were 
Thofe of Cburcbmen and DiJJenters % and religious 
'Differences alone, at this Time maintained the Di« 
flindlion. 

Such was the State of Tart^^ upon the Meeting of 
the Jirft Parliament call'd by IGng Charles the 2d. and 
for ^me Years afterwards, as nearly as I have been able 
to obierve by what I have read in Hillory, and recei- 
ved fromTradition. — — How the Notions then in 
Vogue began to change, and this Spirit to decline. Tome 
Time after the Rejloration ; how the Zeal of Cburclh' 
men and Diffenters againU one another began to ibftcn, 
and a Court and Country Party to form themfelves ; 
how FaBion mingled itfelf again in the Contefl, and 
renew'd the former Refentments and Jealoufies ; how 
Whig and ^ory arofe, the furious Off-fpring of thofe in- 
aufpicious Parents Roundhead and Cavalier ; how the 
Proceedings of one Part^ might have thrown us back 
into a civil War^ Confujion and Anarchy ; how the 
Succeis of the other had like to have entaiPd Tyranny on 
the State, and Popery in the Church ; how the Revo- 
lution did , and could alone , deliver us from the 
Grievances We felt, and from the Dangers We fear'd ; 
how \}EkVi great Event was brought about by a formal De- 
parture di each Side from the Principles objedled ta 
Them by the other ; how this Renewal of our Confti- 
tutiott^ on the Princij^es of Liberty y by the mod (blcmn, 
deliberate, national A£t, that ever was made, did not 
only bind at kail every one of Thofe, who concurr'd in 
any Degree to bring it about, (and that Defcription in- 
cludes almofl the whole Nation ) but how abiurd it is 
for any Man, who was bom fince that ^ra, or who, 
bejng born before it, hath been bound by no particular, 
legal Tye to any other Settlement, to be willing to give 
up the Advantages of the prefent Confiitution, any more 
than He would give up the Privileges of the great 
Charter, which was made and ratify'd Co many Ages 
ago ; all theie Points are to be now touchM in that 

fummary 
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fummar^ Manner, wltieh I have prescribed to myi^f ; 
and which will be fufficient, Ia {o plain a Cafe, wha:e 
Men are to be reminded of what They know already, 
rajther than to be iniorai'd and con£rm'd, not to b( 
convinced. 

I proceed therefore to obferve that the Natioa began 
to be indifpoied to the Court, foon after the ReftoraHmt. 
The Sale of Dunkirk helpM to rain a gnai and good 
Minifteri though it be ftill doubtful at kaft, notwitb- 
fianding the Clamour raiied, and the Negotiations with 
d'Eftrades So much infiiled upon, whether He wnn 
firi£By anfwerahle for this Meafure. ■ > Who ksowv 
how Kxm the Re-efbbliflmient of the fame Port awd 
Harbour may be kid in Form to the Charge of th(^ 
tfoo Men, who are ilridbly and undeniably anfwerahle 
fi>r it; and who fta^er already under the Weight of ft 
jimy other juH Imputations i 

Tne firfi DuUb War, which was lightly and ra&ly 
undertaken, and which ended ignominiouily isx the 
Nation, augmented the publick Indifpofition. Nay 
Misfortunes, fuch as the Plagus, and the "Burmt^ if 
London, as well as Mi/management, had this Efied. 
But We muft place at the Head of all a Jealoufy tf 
Popery, which was well founded, 3n4 therebre gather'4 
Strength daily. This foon heated the Minds of Men 
to fuch a D^ree, that it ieems almoft wonderful the 
Plague was not imputed to the Papifts as perempto- 
rily as the Fire. 

The Death of my Lord Southampton^ and the Difl^ 
grace and Banilhment of my Lord Clarendon, made 
Room for new Gaufes of Jealoufy and DifTatisfadlion ; 
and the EfFc£^s increafed in Proportion. Thofe two noble 
Lords had flood in the Breach againil Popery ^md foreign 
Politicks ; and what one of Them faid of the other. 
That is Southampton of Clarendon, may be apply 'd with 
Jullice to Both. They wtre true Proteftants, and honeft 
Engl i(h men. Whilji ^ey were in Place, our Laws, 
our Religion, and our Liberties were in Safety, When 
Vol. Xil. C ney 
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ney were removed^ England felt the ill EffeBs of the 
Changes for when TTiey were removed, all Thefc 
were in Danger. How glorious a Panegyrick is This, 
in which the unanimous Voice of Poftcrity docs and 
mull agree ? It is preferable furely to all the Titles and 
Honours and Eftatcs, which tbofe illuftricus Patriots left 
behind Them ; and fo I perfuade myfelf it is efteemM 
by \\it young Noblemetiy who arc Heirs to their VirtuM, 
as well as their Forttmes. 

King Cbarlesy and more than Him the Duke and 
the Popijh FaSlion were now at Liberty to form new 
Schemes ; or rather to purfue old ones, with Icfs Re- 
serve, againft the Religion and Liberty of England. A$ 
foon as the famous Cabal had the whole Adminillration 
of Afiairs, thefe Dcfigns were pufh'd, almoft without 
any Referve at all. I am not writing the Hiilory of 
this Reign ; nor have I undertaken any Thing more 
than to make a few Obfervations on the feveral Turns 
of Parties in it. I need not therefore defcend into par- 
ticular Proofs of the Defigns, which I attribute to the 
Court ; nor into a Deduftion of the Meafures taken to 
promote them, and the Efforts made to defeat them, 
7'hat thefe Defigns were real, can be doubted of by no 
Man 5 fince without quoting many printed Accounts, 
which are in the Hands of every one, or infilling on 
other Proofs, which have not fecn the Light, (and fuch 
there arc) the Abbot Primi*s Relation of the fccret Ne- 
gotiations between the King and his Sijiery the Dutchefs 
of Orleans, publifh'd in 1682, as I think, and imme- 
diately fupprefs'd, as well as the Hiflory of the Jefuit 
d'Orleans, written on Memorials furnifli'd to Him by 
King James the 2d. put the whole Matter oiit of Dil- 
pute, and even beyond thc.Rcvich of Cavil. It is fuffi- 
cient for my Purpoie to obren'C that the Tide o^ Party ^ 
which had run fo ilrongly for the Ccurt, and had been 
feldom fo much as flacken'd hitherto, began now to 
turn, and to run Year aficr Year more Itrongly the 
otber ffay. 

When 
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When this Parliament late down, ( for itdcicrvcs our 
particular Obfcrvatbn that both Huufes were full cf 
2^1 for the prejent Government y and of Refentment a- 
gainfl the Ufurpaticns) there was but one Party in Par- 
liament ; and 710 ether Party could raiie its Head in 
the Nation. This might have been the Cafe much 
longer ; probably as long as King Charles had fate on 
the Throne, if the Court had been a little honefter, or 
a little wifer. No Parliament ever did more to gain 
their Prince than This. They icem'd, for feveral Years, 
to have nothing fo much at Heart as iecuring hb G^ 
vernmentf advancing his Prerogative, and filling his 
Coffer 5 > The Grants They made Him were fuch, as 
paii'd for Inftances of Profufion in tho.^ Days ; when 
i,200,ocx)/. a Year for the Civil List, the Fleet, 
/i&^ Guards and Ga&risons, and all the ordinary 
Expences of the Goxiernment, was thought an ezoibiumt 
Sum ; how little a Figure (bever it would make in oar 
Times, when two Thirds of that Sum, atleall, are ap- 
propriated to the Ufc of the dvil-LiJl fingly. But all 
Thii was to no Purpofe ; a foreign iMtereft pjcyziSd i 
a Cabal governM ; and iemetimes the Cabal, and 
fometimes a Primc-Minijier had more Credit with the 
King than the whole Body of his People. When the 
Parliament faw that They could not gain Him over to 
his own, and to their common lutereil ; nor prevail on 
Him, by Connivance, Complyance, and other gentle 
Methods; They turn'd Themfelves to fuch as were 
rough, but agreeable to Law and the Cuilom of Parlia- 
ment, as well as proportionable to the Grcatneis of the 
Exigency. That they loft their Temper, on fbme 
particular Occalions, muft not be deny'd. They were 
Men, and therefore frail ; but their Frailties, of this 
Kind, proceeded from their Love of their Country. 
They were tranfported, when They found that their 
Religion and liberty were conftandy in Danger from 
the Intrigues of a Popijb FaHion ; and They woi;dd 
have been fo tranfported, no Doubt, if Liberty alooe 
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had been attacked by a Pntefiant Faffiofr, Then I'e W^. 
that thi: Higb-Cburcb Parliament grew ftvonrabl^ ^ 
Proteftant DtffeTfters, and ready to make that juft j^jy*. 
ftinflion, fo Jong dday'd, betwen Hfem and ^^/i0 
RfcufantSy that the Wi^^/? Proteftant Intereft iTkight 
unite in the common Caufe. Then it was, that thi}^ 
Prerogative ParUament defy*d Prerogative^ in Defence 
of their 9ton Privileges^ and of the Liberties of tbei^^ 
Country. Then it was, that this Pajftve Obedience aHi 
Non-Reft ft ance Parliament went the utmoft Lengths c 
Reftftanee^ in a Parliamentary Way ; and the ncceflar^ 
Confequcncc of the Steps They made, in tbis Way^ 
muft have been Reftftance in. anotber, if the King had 
not dropt his MinifterSy retraced his Pretenfions, re- 
jlrefs'd fome, and given Expeftation of redrelfing otber 
Grievances. In fine, this Penfioner Parliament, as it 
hath been ftyled, with fttme Corruption in the Houle, 
and an Army fometimes at the Door of it, disbanded, 
the Army in England,- find proiefted againft the Mi/itia, 
fettled in Scotland by Aft of Parliament, and appoint- 
ed to march fir any Service, wberein tbe Kings Ho* 
nour, Autbority andGreatne/s were concerned, in Obe- 
dience to tbe Orders of tbe Privy Council. That I may 
not multiply particular Inftances, They not only did 
their utmoit to fecure their Cbuntry againft immediate 
Danger, but projefted to fecure it againft remote Dan- 
ger, by an Exclufion of the Duke of Tork from the 
Crown, after They had endeavour'd ftrenuoufly, but 
in vain, to prevent his entailing Popery more eafily up- 
on us, bv his Marriage with a PopiftI? Princefs ; for He 
had declared Himfelf a Papift with as much Afiefta- 
tion, as if He expelled to grow popular by it ; had 
aheady begun to approve his Zeal, and ezerciie hb Ta- 
lent in Converfions by That of his firft Wife ; and 
was notorioufly the Agent of Rome and of France^ in 
order to feduce his Brotber into ftronger Meafures than 
king Charles was willing to take. King Cbarles, to 

ufe 
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ufe an Expreffion of the Lord HalUfax of that Age» 
would trot ; but his Brother would gallop. 

When I reflefton the Particulars here mentioned, 
and a great many others, which might be mentioned 
to the Honour of this Parliament^ I cannot hear it 
caird the Penfioner Parliament^ as it were by Way of 
Eminence, without a Degree of honefl Indignation ; 
efpecially in the Age^ in which We live, and by ibme 
oiTbofe, who afF^the moft to bellow upon it this 
ignominious Appellation. Penfions indeed, to the A- 
mount Qi{ Jevetiy or eight thou/and Pounds, as I remem- 
ber, were difcoverM to have been given to fome Mem- 
bers of the Houfe of Commons, But then let it berc- 
member'd likewife, that this Expedient of corrupting 
Parliaments began under the Adrainiftration of that 
boillerous, over-bearing, dapgerous Miniiler, Clip- 
ford. As long as there remained any Pretence to 
lay that the Court was in the Intereft of the People, 
the Expedient oi bribery was neither wanted, nor 
praflifed: When the Court was evidendy in another 
Interefty the Neceffity and the Pradice of briUng thi 
Representatives af the People commenced. '. Should a 
Parliament, of "Britain ad in Complyance with the 
Courts againft the Senle and Interefl of the Nation^ 
Mankind would be ready to pronounce very juftly that 
fuch a Parliament was under the corrupt Influence of 
the Court, But in the Cafe now before us, Wc have a 
very comfortable Example of a Court wicked enough 
to ftan^ in need of Corruption^ and to employ it ; and 
of z Parliament virtupus enough to rcfift. the Force of 
this Expedient ; which Philip of Macedon boafted that 
He employ '4 to invade the Liberties ol other Countries \ 
and which hath been fo often employed by Men of 
lefs Genius, as well as Rank, to invade the Liberties 
of their own. All, that Corruption could do in this 
Parliament^ was to. maintain the Appearance o£ a 
Court-Partly whilft the Mcifures of the Court united 
a Country Party^ in Qppofuion to. Them; ^ JNeithei 
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PiMfeSf not Pii^MS, could hinder Ccurtiirs, in ^ 
Purlument from vodogy on many j|jgnil Occtfi.^^, 
ag^dnft the C$urt ; nor pioce6l either Thofc^ who d^^ 
the iGr/r^ into ill Meafures ; nor 72^, who com ^fy'c 
with Him in them. Niy» this fenfiomr PMrli^^suM} 
if it maft be flill ctll'd fe, gave one Proof of JSuk 
fendemjf befides That of contriving a 7efty in 167J ^ 
/p purgi their Mimhirs on Oath firtm all Sujpicim f0 
ierrupt Ltfiueiut ; which ought to wipe off the Stai^ 
from the moft Corrupt. They drove tme of their P^t^ 
msfters out of Court, and impeachM the Other in th^ 
Fullneis of his Power ; even at a Time, when the 
IGng was io weak as to make, or fo unhappv as to be 
ioTctdi to make, on Account of Penfims privately oe* 
gotiated from France^ the Caufe of the Crown and the 
Caufe of the Miuifter on^ and to bknd their Interdfts 
together. 

What I have fiud to the Honour of the leng PMrHm- 
mint is juft ; becauie in FaA the Proceedings of tb^ 
Parliament were agreeable to the Reprefentation I have 
given of Them. But now, if ibme ievere Cenfbr 
lliould appear, and iniift that the Dame was ehafie^ 
only becaufe She was not enough tempted ; that m^re 
Penfiom would have made more Penfioners ; that muA 
Money and little Perogative b more dangerous to LiherN, 
than much Perogative and Uttle Money ; and that the 
worfi and weaheft Minifter King Charles ever had might 
have been abiblute in this very ParUament^ whofe 
Chara^r I defend, if Juch a Minifter had been able to 
inlifi, with Places, Penfions and occafional Bribes^ not 
a Jlender Majority^ which the Defedlion of a Few 
might at any Time defeat, but fuch a bulky Majmty^ 
as might impofe on itlelf; if any one, I fay, fhould re* 
fine in this Manner, and continue to infilt that fucb m 
Mitjifter^ with Juch a Purfe, wooJd have Hood his 
Ground in the Parliament 1 (peak of, with how much 
Contempt and Indignation ibever. He might have 
been every where treated by the People j I fhall not 
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Dre£iune to aflert the contruy. It might htve been 
I). O^ ^'^ ^""^ owing as much^ perhtps, to 
the Poverty, cf tbi Courts as to the Virtue of tbi 
Parliament. We might have loft our Ubertiis. 3at 
then I would oMnrei before I conclude, that if This 
be true, the Preiervation of our Religion and Libertft 
at that Time, was owing to thefe two Circumilances ; 
firfty that Kmg CbsrUs was not pariimonious, but 
fquanderM on his Pleafures what He might have 
cmploy'd to corrupt tbii Parliament \ fccondly, that the 
Minifters^ in that Re^, fingering no Money but the 
Rtvenuiy ordinary and extraerdinary^ had no Opportu* 
nity to filch in t\it Pockets of cmj private Man, and 
to oribe the Bubbks very often with their own Money ; 
as might be done now, when Funding haA been fo 
long in Faihion, and the greatejt Minifter. hath the 
Means of being the greatejl Stockjobber ; did not the 
eminent Integrity of the Mmfter^ and the approved - 
Virtue of the Age, iecure us from an^ fiich Danger. 

We have now brought the Dcdu^bon of Parties vtry 
near to the .£ra -of ^ig uid Tory^ into which the 
Coitrt found Means to luvide the Nation, and by this 
Diviiion to acquire in the Nation t Superiority, which 
had been attempted inefie£bia]Sv, even hyCorrufeiou 
in tbe Parliament. ■ f ' B ut Tnis I muft leitrve fet 
another Paper, andam> SIR, (sTr. 
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HERE it ■ P>%e ia ?«Z^ lb «■• 
tremely applicable to the mirchicTOai^ 
but tranlitcwy, Prevalence of tbofe higr 
ciplea of Governmetit, which Kii^ 
jfamei the i ft imported into thii Ooui- 
try, thsc fince it occurs to my Memory, 
I cannot begin this Paper betier than by ^Doting it to 
You, and making a Ihort Commentary on it, * 0//« 
nmum Cemmenta dtkt Diei, Nature Juiida ttnjir' 
mat. GnundUfi Opinim) are dtfirefi, but ratin*t 
JuigmenU, tr tbt judgments »f Nature, an ttt^mCi 
bylime. It is Baliui, who makes thii OblerVatiaa 
very properly, when He is about to prove the Sxi- 
ftence of a fupreme Being. The lame OblervitioB 
might have been emploj^'d as properly, on othw Oc- 
cafions, againft Baliut himlelf i and the Tnith of it 
might have been ezemplify'd, by comparing the Pani- 
Ataxs and fuperftitious Opinions of hia ctea Se3, ti 
well as the Tales of an Hifpoctnlaur, or a Cbimtrra, 
wich the eternal Truths of genuine Theifm, and found 
Philofophy. In Ihort, the Application of it might 
have been juRly made then, aiid jiAy be fo now in 
numberlefs Inftaneea, taVcn from the moft impoitaDt 
Subjeds, on which the Thoughts of Men are exer- 
cifed, or in which their Interefts, as Men and Mem- 
bers of Society, are concem'd. 

The 
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The Authority of a SeSi, and much more of a State$ 
is able to mfpire, and HaUt to confirm the moft a^ 
fitrd Opiniens. Paffion, or Intcrcft, can create ZeaL 
Bat nothing can give Stability and durable Uniformity 
to Err^r, Indolence, or Ignorance, may keep it float- 
ing, as it were, on the Sur^ce of the Mind, and fbme« 
times hinder Truth from penetrating ; or Force may 
maintain it in Profeflion, when the Mind aflents to it 
no longer. But fuch Ofitnignj, like human Bodies, 
tend to their DifTolution from their Birth. They will 
' be foon reje^led in Theory^ where Men can thinx, and 
in PraBke, where Meto can aft with Freedom. They 
maintain themielves no longer, than the fame Means ot 
Sedu£Hon, which firfl introduced them, or the fame 
Circumilances, which firft impofed them, attend and 
continue to fupport them. Men are dragged into them, 
and held down in them, by Chains of Circumffauices. 
Break but thefe Chams, and the Mind returns with a 
Kind of intelle^hial EkfHcity to its proper Ob{eft» 
Truth,, Thfs natural Motion is h fbong, that Exam- 
pfes might be cited of Men embnicin| Truth inPr&iHcep 
before They were convinced of it m Theory, llicre 
are Cafes, where Reafin^ freed from Cbnftraint, ok 
rouzed by Neceffity, a£b in fbme Sort the Part of JSr- 
Jtinff, We are impeDM by one^ before We have Time 
10 form an Opinion, We are often determined by the 
other y againft our O^^^ ; Hiatis, before We can be 
laid properly to have changed it. But ob.'crve here 
the Perverfenefs of that rational Creature, Man. When 
This happens ; when the Judgment of Nature^ for fb 
We may fpeak after Tulfy^ hath prevailM againft the 
habitual Prejudice of 0//xr;>», inflead of acknowledge 
ing the victorious Truth, which determined Him to 
aft, inftead of condemning the erroneous Opinion, ,ar- 
gainft which He afted. He is too often apt to endea- 
vour, pievifhly and pedantically, to reconcile his A^i- 
0ns to Kls irror i toy, to periift in renouncing true, 
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and afTerting y^^^ Maxi/rs, \\\v.\Ct He reaps t 
nefit, and maintains the Confcqucr :es of the fa, 
You fee whither We are broughi bv thcfe j 
ReflcdVions. The abfurd Opinions, (j'Slee et 
our Roman Orator wouli have calfd tiicm) abo 
Right, Power and Prerogatk-c :f Kir.giy were 1 
able to take a deep Reor. and to Itand the Blaiis i 
pofition, that Few o^Tbcfe, who drew ti.'.r Swc 
the Side oi}sAx)%CbarJts the lif, were o.:crm 
it by them. I affert this YiCi on co:crPLX)rary . 
rity ; on the Authority eveu of 5^ ^t:/',".' ho were' 
felves engaged in that Caufc from the Beginning 
End of our civil Wars. A more recent Traiiti 
fures us, that when the fame Opinh*:s revived 
Refloration, they did riot fink deep even tJien ir 
Minds of Men, but floated lb fupcrfxially iher 
t\iQ Parliament (the \txy Parliament^ who had 
rized them and impofed them, as I obferved 
lafl Paper) proceeded a great Way, and was it 
have proceeded farther, in diredl Oppofition to 
A Tradition flill more recent will inform us, an« 
is to be the Subject of this Paper, that whcr 
Opinions revived again> at the latter End of tl 
Reign, with an Appearance of greater Strength, 
more national Concurrence than ever, they 
but to be more ^ffedluaUy exploded than ever. 
Charles made Ufc of them to check the Fermcn 
againil his Government ; but did not feem to 
that they fhould fubfifl long in Force. His toil 
tber depended much on them ; but his Depc 
was vain. They were, at that Time, wearing 
pace ; and they wore out the fiiller by the extn 
Ufe, which was made of them. They were 
Mouths of many, but in the Hearts of few ; 
moil all Thofe, who had them in their Mouthi 
againft them. Thus were tbefe wicked and rii 
Principles of Government twice revived, and tw 



ftroy'd again, in lefs than thirty Y^rs from the J^^- 
ftoration, 

^er fi refurgat Murus abeneus, 
Ter per eat! 

The fecond Revival of tbefe Principlesy for enough 
hath been faid of the Jirfi^ happen'd foon after the Dif 
folution of the long Parliament ; and there, I think^ 
We muft place the Birth of Whig and Tory, though 
tbefe Parties did not grow up into full Maturity, nor 
receive their Names, till about two Years afterwards. 
The DifTolution of tbis Parliament was delired by 
Men of very different Complexions ; by Some, witn 
faftious Views; by Others^ on this honeft and true 
Maxim, tbat a standing Parliament, or tbe 
SAME Parliament long continued, cbanges 
tbe very Nature of our Conftitution in tbe fundamental 
Article, on wbicb tbe Prefervation of our tobole Liberty 
depends. But whatever Motives others might have to 
ddire tbis Dijfolution, the Motives, which prevail'd on 
the King, were probably thefe. Tbis Parliament not 
only grew more referved in their Grants of Money, and 
ftiff and inflexible in otber Matters ; but feem'd to 
have lofl that perfonal R^ard, which They had hi- 
therto preferved for Him. They brought their Attacks 
home to his Family ; nay, to Him/elf, in the Heats, 
which the Difcovery and Profecution of the Popiflf 
Plot occafion'd. That on the ^een provoked Him. 
That on his Brother embarrals'd Him. But That, 
which provoked and embarrafs'd Him both, was the 
Profecution of the Earl of Danby in the Manner, in 
which it was carry'd on. I will not defccnd into the 
Particulars of an Affair, at this Time, fo well under- 
ftood. Tbis Minifler was turn'd out, and might have 
been puniih'd, in another Manner, much more leverely 
than I prefume any one, who knows the Anecdotes of 
that Age, thinks that He deferved to be. But the In- 
tention of this Attack, according toRapin, was to ihew 
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that tbi King, as well as his Brother, was at the Head 
ef a Con/piracy to deftroy the Government^ and the Fr%^ 
teftant Religion. This is a very bold Aflertion, uid 
foch a one at I do not pretend to wancant But thus 
much is certain ; that if the ^arl of Dantfz Impeach- 
ment had been tryM, He mufi have jufUfy*d HimTelf 
hy (hewing, what every one knew to be true, that the 
fecret N^otiations wim France, and particularly That 
bt Money, were the Kin^s Negotiations, not his. 

Now, whether the a/^^ hoped, by dii&lvlag the 
Parliament, to flop this Profecution ; or to (often That 
of the Pofijh Plot ; or to deleat the Projed of exdudiM; 
the Duke of York ; his Hopes were all diJappointoo. 
The following Parliaments trod in the Stq» of Thi& 
How, indeed, could They do otherwife in thoie I^8» 
when the Temper of the People determined the Coa- 
ra^er of the Parliament ; when an Injluence en EleSu 
ens, by Prerogative, was long Unce over, and private, 
indlred Means of gaining another mart illegal Infuence, 
were not yet found, or the neceflarv Supports of (inch 
Means were not yet acquired ; wnen anvMan, who 
had defired People, who knew neither his Fortune, hb 
Charader, nor even his Perfbn, to chufe Him their 
^eprejentative in Parliament, (That is, to appoint Him 
their Trufiee) would have been lookM upon and treat- 
ed as a Madman ; in fiiort, when a Parliament, ailing 
tgainft the declared Senje tf the Nation, would have 
appeared as furprizing a Phsenomenon in the moral 
World, as a retrogxade Motion of the Sun, or any other 
iigna) Deviation of Things from their ordinary Courie, 
in the natural World. 

There was indeed eue Point, which this Parliament 
had taken extremely to Heart, and which was no bnger 
open to the Parliaments that (bllow'd; I mean the 
Conduit of the King in foreign Affairs, during the 
War between France, and Holland and her JUics, 
which ended by the Treaty of Nimiguen, Thzt War 
was not made in remote Connuies. It was made at 

our 



dur Door. The Motives to it, on the Part of the Ag^ 
greffhfy were neitlier Injuries received, nor Right? in- 
vaded s but a Spirit of Conqueft, and barefaced Ufur- 
pation. Thelntereft We had in it was not fuchas, 
depended on'along Chain of Contingencies, and required' 
nluch Subtlety to find out, but plain and immediate, 
llie Security: and, at one Time, the very Exiflence of 
the Dutch Commonwealtb depended on the Event of it; 
No Wonder then, if the 0)hdu6t of the Ksng^ wKcr 
join'd openly with France at firft, and ferved Her pri- 
vately to better Purp6(e at kd, fumlihM ample Matter* 
to the publick Difcontent, and help*d to increaie the 
ill Humour^ of fucceeding Parliaments on two ether 
Points, which were ftill open, and continued to draw 
their whole Attention, as long as King Charles iiifier'd 
any to (it, during the reft of his Reign. 

Tbefe ttdo Points were the Profecution of Perfons, in- 
volved in the Popijh Plot, and tlie Exclufion of the 
Duke of Tork. The firft of TheTe had prepared Nian- 
kind for the fecond. The Truth is, that if nothing, 
which aiFefted the Duke^ had been produced, befides 
, Coleman^s Letters, thefe Proofs of his Endeavours to 
fubvert the Religion and Liberty of the People He pii- 
tended to govern, join'd to fo many others of publick 
Notoriety, which fhcw'd the whole Bent of his Soul 
and the whole Scheme of his Policy, would have af- 
forded Reafon more than fufficient for facrificing the 
Intcreft, or even the Right, ( if You will call it fo ) 
of one Man to the Prefervation of three Kingdoms, I 
know how partial We are in the Judgment We make, 
concerning ourfelves, and our own Interefls. I know 
that this Partiality is the immediate EfFedlof Self-Love, 
the ftrongeft Spring in the human, nay in the whole 
animal Syftem ; and yet I cannot help being furprized 
that a Man fhould expefl to be trulV.d with a Croton, 
bccaufe He is born 2. Prince, in aXl^ountry where He 
could not be trufted by Law, and ought not to be 
nulled in Reafon, with a ConftalWs Staffs if He was 
Vol. XIL D born 
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born a private Per/on. Let me add, that fuch an JEc* 
pcdlation mud be deemM more unreiitinable in a De- 
fcendant of ^(?*ry the 4th o( France^ if poflible, than 
in any other Man. The hereditary Title of the Houfe 
of Bourbon, on the Extinflion of That of Vahis^ vtu 
certainly as clear, and much better cRabli/h^d bv the 
Laws and Ufages of Trance , than the hereditary Right 
of any Prince of the Houfe o{ Stuart to the Crown of 
England ; and yet Henry the /^i\ with all the perlbnal 
Qualifications, which could recomnrend a Prince to 
the Efleem and Love of his Subje^s, would never have 
been received into the Throne by the French Nati^n^ if^ 
He had not been of the Religion of that Nation* On, 
what Foundation then could it be expcd^ed that a Pro- 
teftant and a free People fhould be lefs animated by 
Religion and Liberty both, than their Neighbours had 
been by Religicn alone ; for Liberty had nothing to do 
in that Contcll ? Our Fathers were thus animated at 
the Time I am fpeaking of. The long Parliament pno- 
jedled the Exclvfion ; and if the Defign had been car- 
ry'd on, in the Spirit of a Country Party^ ir would 
probably have been carry *d on with a national Concur- 
rence, and would conlcquenily have fucceeded in Ef- 
fc£\, though not perhaps at once, nor in the very Form 
at firtt propofed. 

The violent and fanguinary Profccution of the Po» 
ftjb Plot was intended, no Doubt, to make the Succefs 
of the Exclujion more fecure, by raifing the Pcflions of 
Men fo high, that no Expedient but an abjolute and 
immediate Exclujion, in the Teims of the Bill, ihould 
be thought fufficient. I cannot help faying, on this 
Occafion, that I wifh this laudable and juil Defign 
h*d not been purfued, by wading th'ough the Blood 
of fb many Men ; Enemies to our Religion and Z/- 
berty indeed j but convi6led, for the mofl Part, on 
Evidence, which could hardly have pafb'd at any other 
Time. I wifli We had done nothing, which might 
be interpreted to the Difrcpute of our own Religiony 

whilft 
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whilft We attempted to profcribe theirs. In fine, I 
wifh, for the Honour of my Country, that the Profc- 
cutions, on Account of tbis Plot, and much more on 
Account of another, which was fet up as a Kind of 
Retaliation for H^is, and which caufed fome of the 
nobleil, as well as fome of the meaneft Blood in the 
Nation to be fpilt, coald be crazed out of the Records 
of Hiflory. But there is dill a farther Realbn to wifh 
that greater Temper had beenjoin'd, at this Time, to 
the fame Zeal for Religion and Liberty, Men were 
made to believe that the King, who had yielded on ^Q 
many other Occafions, would yield on Ihis ; that He, 
who had given up fo many Minift^rs, would give up 
his Brother at laft ; and that if the Parliament would 
accept nothing lefs than the Exclujion, in their own 
Way, it would be extorted from Him. Now in This 
Xhey were fatally deceived ; and I muft continue to 
fnfpe^l, till I meet with better Reafons than. I have yet 
found to the contrary, that They were fo deceived by 
the Intrigues of two very oppofite Cabals i by the Duke 
oiTork^Sy who were averfe to all Exclujions, whether 
ahfolute, or limited, but mod to the laft ; and by the 
Duke of Monmouth'^ who could not find their Ac- 
count in any but an abfolute Exclufion ; nor in This 
neither, unlefs the Bill pafs'd without any Mention of 
the Duke's Daughters, as next in Succeffion ; to which, 
as Bifhop Burnet tells us, the Prince of Orange was wil- 
ling to comply, on the Faith of AlTurances He had 
received from hence ; a Fadt, which the Bijhap might 
know, and We may therefore take on his Word, as 
extraordinary as it fcems. I would only obferve that 
King Williamy then Prince 0^ Orange, could have no 
Reafon for confenting that his WiJ^s Fretenfions to the 
Crown fhould not be confirmed by an ASt, which ex- 
cluded her Father, except one ; and That was the 
Neceffity, real, or apparent, of uniting different pri- 
vate Interefts in the publick Meafure of excluding the 
Duke of York^ Now, if This was his Reafon, the fame 

D z Reafon 
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Keaibn proves, what (hall be farther con/imi'd in the 
next Paper, that a Spirit of Failion ran through the 
Proceedings of The fe, who promoted the Bill of Bx* 
ilujion ; and when FaSlibn was oppoied ioFa^ion^ there 
28 no Room to ^vonJer, if That of the Coitrt prevailed. 
The King, who had not ufed to fhew Firmneis, on 
stber OccaJionSy was Arm on This ; and the Confequenoe 
of pufhing the Exclufo/t, in this Manner, was gnring 
Him an Opportunity of breaking the Country Party i 
of dividing the Nation into fVhig and Tory ; of go- 
.verning Himfelf, without Parliaments ; and leaving 
the Throne open to his Brother, not only without li- 
mitations, or Conditions, but with a more abfehite 
Power cflablifli'd, tlian any Prince of his Family had 
tfnjoy'd. 

As fopn as the Court had got, by Management, a 
.plaufible Pretence of objecting a Spirit of Fa^iott to 
Thp(c in the Oppefition, the Strength of the Opf^tum 
was broken, becaufe the national Union was diilolved. 
A Country Party mud be authorized by the Voiee y 
the Country, Itmuft be formed on Prmciples of <»ah 
mofl Interefi. J[t cannot be united and maintained on 
^he particular Prejudices, any more than it can* or 
ought to be, direded to the particular Incereib of etm 
Set of Men tohat/o.ever. A Party, thus conlUtutcd, is 
improperly call'd a Party. It is the Nation, fpeaking 
and aAing in the Difcourie and ConduA of particular 
Men, It will prevail in all Struggles fooner or later, 
as long as our Cofiftitntion fubiiib ; and nothing is more 
eafy to demonllrate than This ;• that whenever fucb m 
party Hnds it difficult to prevail, our Conflitution is ia 
Danger ; and when They find it impofiible, our Cm- 
ftitution mull, in Fadl, be alter'd. On the other 
Hand, whenever the Prejudices and Interefls of parti- 
tular Sets ofMtn prevail, the EiTence of a Country Par^ 

2 is annihilated, and the very Appearance of it will 
on bfi lofl. Every Man will refort, in this Cafe, to 
that Standard, under which He hadi been marfhali'd 

vtk 
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in former Divifions ; to which his Inclinations lead 
Him ; or which, though He does not intirely approve, > 
yet He difapproves the lead. 

Such a Diflblution of a Country Party was brought 
about at the Period, to which We are now come in our 
Deduflion of Parties, by the Paffions, the publick 
Pique, and private Intereft of particular Men, and by 
the wily Intrigues of the Court, The Diflblution of 
this Party, and the new Divilion of the Nation into 
Whig and Tory, brought us into extreme Danger. This 
extreme Danger re-united the Nation again, and a 
Coalition of Parties feved the whole. Such an Expe- 
rience might have fhew'd Them, that how oppo(ite fo» 
ever their Profejjtons were, yet They really difier'd 
more on negative than oii-pofitive Principles i that 
They faw one another in a falfe Light, for the moft 
Part, and fought with Phantoms, conjured up to main- 
tain their Divifions, rather than with real Beings. Ex- 
perience had not this happy EiFedl loon. The Swell of 
the Sea continued long, after the Storm was over ; and 
We have feen thefe Parties kick- and cuiF, like drunken 
Men, when They were both of the fame Side.— Let us 
hope that this Scene of tragical Follyis over, to the 
Difappointment of Hsofe, who are confcious oifaft Ini- 
quity , or who meditate future Mifchief There are no 
others, who wiih and endeavour to prolong it. 

O. 
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7ht famt Subjta fontinuti. 

7t CALEB D'ANVERS, EJji 
SIR, 

^OTHING it more ufcfUI, nottii 
[ more necelTary, in the Condi^A of pu 
t lick Afiiiis, than a juft Dijeernfiim 
I Sfirits. I mean here, not only ihat * 
E Wrd/, private Sagaatv, which is conve 
fant about Individuals, and enables foa 
Men to pry, aa it were, into the Hi^ds and Hearu. 
ocherst and to discover within Them thofe latent Pii 
ciplesr which conHituie their true Chargfters, uul a 
often dirguifed in outward AfUon; but I mean pri 
cipally that acquired, piibliek, pehtieal Sagacity, whi* 
is of the lame Kind, though 1 think not altogetfa 
the fame Thing, u the fortaer ; which flowi fro 
Nature too, but requires more to be affilUd by E 
perience, and form'd by Art. This is that iiip^ii 
TalenL of Minifteri tf Slate, which is fo rarely foui 
in Thofe of other Csunthei, and which abounds, 
happily at prefent in Thofe of Great Britain. It 
by This, (hat They difcover the mpft fccret Difiw 
tiotts of other Cturts ) ancf, dikav^'w^ thofe Dikw 
tions, prevent their Defigns, or never fuffer The: 
felves to be furpti^ by them. It is by This, tl 
They watch over the publick Tranquility at htm 
forcfte what Effcfl every Event, that happens, a 
much more every Step They make Themlelves, w 
have on the Sentiments and Paffions of Mankind, T 
Part of human Wifdom is therefore every where 
U 



Ufe; but is of indirpenlkble Neceffity in fide Cmn* 
trUs^ wh^re a greater Regard is to b^ conftantly ha4 
to A§ various Fluftuations of PartUs ; to the Tem- 
per, Humour, Opinion and Prqudices of the People. 
Without futfh a Regard as This, thofe Combinations 
pf peculiar Circumftances, which We commooly call 
ConjunSiuyis^ can nevcar be improved to the beft Ad- 
vantage, by a^ii^g in Conformity, and in Ph)portion 
to them ; ^nd without improving fueb CwjunBures to 
the beft Advantage, it is impoffible to atchieve any 
Undertaking ; qr even to conduft Ajfeirs fuccefsfiil^, 
in their ordinary Courfe. 

A Want ofthisjuft Difiemment of Spirits^ if I am 

Vfit Qxlse^aely mi^^eq, defeated the Defigns of Thde^ 

who pe^ofecuted with fo much Vigour the P^/j^ i*/p/, 

and the Extlttfim of tbi Duke of Tori. Several cf 

Them were Men of v«ry great Abilities; and yet We 

ihall have no Reafon to be lurprized that They MM 

in this Point, if We rcfled how unfit even the greateft 

Genius is to Ji/cem the Spirit rf others y when He hath 

once overheated his own. All Men are fidlibk ; but 

here lies the Difference. Some Men, fuch at I have 

juH mentioned, crofe'd by Difficulties, prefs'd by Exi- 

genciesi tranfported by their own Paffions, or by the 

paifions of Thofe, who fight under their Banner, may 

now and then deviate into Error, and into Error of 

long and fatal Confequence. But there sirejbme Men^ 

fuch as I fhall not mention upon this Occaiion, ( be- 

caufe I referve Them for another and a better ) who 

never deviate into the Road of good Senfe j who, crofs*d 

by no Difficulties, prefs'd by no Exigencies, meeting 

fcarce Oppolition enough to excite their Indullry, and 

guiding a tame, well-tutorM Flock, that follow their 

Bell-weather obftinately, but never treid on his Heels ; 

there are Men, I fay, whofe lf>ecial Privilege It is to 

proceed with all thefe Advantages, deliberately and 

fupercilioufly, from Blunder to Blunder, from Year to 

Year, in one perpetual Maze of confuled, incoherent, 

inconliilent, unmeaning Schemes of Bufinefs. 

But 
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But having nothing to do with the Men of this 
£baraSier at prefent, I return to Thofe of t\it former 
Clafs ; to the Mcj}, who led the Whig-Party, at its 
£rft Appearance, in the Time of King Charles the 
lid. The Foundation, upon which They built all their 
Hopes of Succefs, was This i that They fhould firighten 
and force the King into a Complyance with Them ; 
but They did not enough confider that the Methods 
They took were equally proper to frighten and force a 
great Pait of the Nation from Them, by Reafon of 
the particular Circumftances of that Time. They did 
not enough confider that when They began to pot 
their Defigns in Execution, fcarce twenty Years had 
pafs'd from the Reftoration ; and that the higheft Prin- 
ciples, in Favour of the Church and the Monarchy^ 
had prevaiPd almoft univeHally, during one half of that 
Time, and very generally, during the other half; that 
They had the accidental Faffions of the Peo^ for 
Them, but the fettled Habits of Thinking againft Them ; 
that They were going off from a broad to a narrow BoU 
torn J from the Nation to a Part of %he Nation ; and 
This at a Time, when They wanted a more than ordi- 
nary Concurrence of the whole Body. They did 50t 
enough confider that They were changing the very 
Nature of their Party, and giving an Opportunity to 
the Court, which was then become, in the flrift Senfe 
of the Word, a FaBion, to grow up into a Party a- 
gain, and fuch a Party as would divide, at leaft, the 
People with Them, upon Principles plaufible in thofe 
Days, and fufficient to raile a Spirit, capable to dis- 
appoint all their Endeavours. 

The feme Refentments and Prejudices, the fame 
Jealoufies and Fears, which burft out with Violence, 
upon many Occafions* a few Years before, lay ftill in 
the Hearts of Men ; latent and quiet, indeed, and 
wearing out by Degrees ; but yet eafy to be revived, 
and to be blown up anew. \i We compare the Con- 
duft of the long Parliament in 1674 and 1675 with 

the 
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the Attempts, which had been lafdy xmde, during 
the Adminiflnitionof the Ci0^/}/; with the Secret ti 
th^ feconJ DuUif War^ and many other Defigns and 
Fra^iccs of the Caurty which were then come latdy 
and .very authentically to Light; with the State of 
Scotlan^f which was then fubdued under a feal Ty" 
rMtmy i and with That of Ireland, where, to fay no 
more, the JSi of Siitlement was but ill obfcrvcd ; if 
We make this comparifon, it will not yet appear 
that the Proceedings of the Houfe of Commons v/trt im- 
•mpderate, though they were warm, nor fatftious, tho* 
they weie vigorous, nor that any Danger could be 
then reafonably apprehended from them, except to the 
Enemies -of the Conilitution in Church and State ; and 
yet even then the old Rcfentments, Prejudices, Jea- 
loufies and Fears bq;an to • revive ; and an Apprehcn- 
iion of falling back under the Influence of Presiyte- 
rUn f(ni Repuilican PriMeiples began to (hew itfelfin 
:^JH^feifl4rdsy and in ,the Nation. It is true dutt 
This had no immediate Confequence; becaufethe B^- 
4^ piuiiMkc out inn aiierwttid^ like ft rt^aty 
Kkm^i in whaQhtthefe iittkPites, diat began to ibum 
4U)9w, were bilb. Thb igreat Erent made die Cburdf 
:and .the D^^nters ooniiinue to run into one, as The^ 
Jvad begun to do befoie ; and t^e ible Divifion of Par" 
4ies i«as That of the Comrf and the Country, as long 
.as tifis Parliament h^keA. fiut ilill it was evident with 
ho^ ,deticate an Hand evesy Thing, that related «) 
<Mr former Dilutes, required to be touchM. It was 
^evident that the leaft Alarm given to the Church, or to 
ThoTc, who valued Therofdvcs on the Principles of 
LoyaHy then in Fafhion, would be fufficient to open 
thofe Wounds, which were jtifl skinn*d over, and to 
raife two new Parties, out of the Alhes of the dd. 

nrfe Parties were not raifed, whilft the long Par- 
^Lament fate j becaufe a general Opinion prevail'd, and 
w«ll .enough lbufid<ed hkl their ppeoadent Omdu^, that 
however angry the King might be with the Pariia- 

foent. 
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mentf or the Parliament with the King^ a few popular 
Steps made on one Side, and a little Money granted 
on the other, would foften Matters between Them, 
and difpofe Them to forget all former Quarrels. Am 
hot therefore as the Parliament grew, and as madi as 
feme People might think that They exceeded their 
Bounds; yet ftill it was difficult to perfuade even thcfe 
People that a Parliament, like This, would pufh 
Things to the laft Extremity ; deftroy the Ctmflitutien 
They had fettled and fupported with fo much Zeal ; 
or draw the Sword againil a Prince, to whom They 
had borne fo much Affeftion. But in the Parliaments, 
which followed, the Cafe was not the fame ; and I 
will flate as fhortly as I can, upon Authorities, which 
no Man likely to contradi6l Me, muft refuie, what 
made the Dificrence. Thefe Authorities [hall be That 
oi Burnet, and That of Rapin; whom I quote, on this 
Occaiion, for the fame keafbn as I would quote my 
Lord Clarendon againft King Charles the ift, or Lb4- 
Uvf for Him. 

In the Year 1676, before We have Grounds fhffi> 
cient to affirm that the Deiign of [ ^ ] excluding the 
Duke of York was form'd, but not before We have 
Reafon to fufpc^ that it might be in the Thoughti 
of feveral, Thofe, who ftood fbremoft in the Oppo- 
fltion to the Court, were very induftrious to procare 
a DifTolution of the long Parliament ; fo indudnous^ 
that 1 hey [ ^ ] negotiated the Affiiir with the Duke, 
who had concurr'd in a Vote for an Addrcfe to diiTolve 
it ; and They undertook , [ ^ ] that a new Parliament 
Jhould be more inclineable to grant the Papifls a Ti- 
ieration, than ^ej would ever find ms would fr§vi. 
The Papifts were in Eameft for this Meafurc ; fincc 
Coleman drew a Declaration for juftijying it, andfinee 
their Defign in it was to divide the [ ? ] King and 
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bis People. \t is feir to conclude that the Proteftants^ 
who had been in it at the Time I mention, upon 
Party ViewSy were at leaft as much fb, when their 
Views rofe higher, ^bis Parliament had pufh'd a 
firi£t and thorough Examination into the Popijb Plot^ 
with great Sincerity and Zeal. Nay, the Proje£l of 
ih& Exclufion had been llarted, though not profecu- 
ted, in the laft Seffion. May We not take it for grant- 
ed however that They, who were now refolvcd to 
carry the Exclufion in the Manner, in which They 
foon attempted to carry it, and who fore&w by Con- 
fequence the Difficulties, that would be oppofed to 
Themf and the ftrong Meafures They Ihould be obli- 
ged to purfue, in order to overcome thefe Difficul- 
ties; I fay, might not They think tbis Parliament 
much lefe proper than any other to engage and periift 
in iiich Meafures ? They thought thus, without doubt ; 
and fo fer They judged better that the King^ who 
came into the Diffolution^ upon very different Motives. 
But as to the Confequence of engaging a new Parlia- 
ment in fuch ftrong Meafures, the Event fhew'd that 
the King judged better than They, in the Progrefe of 
this Afiair. 

The Dijfentersy who had been long perfecuted by 
the Parliament^ and banter'd and abufed by the Courts 
were encouraged by the Conjundure to lift up their 
Heads. They took Advantage of the Horrour and In- 
dignation, which the Diicovery of the Pofljb Plot^ 
and the Ufe made of this Diicovery, had raifed all 
over the Kingdom. They could not be more zealous 
in ^his Caiife than the Members of the eJlMiJFd 
Cburcb had Ihcwn Themfelves to be ; but They cry'd, 
perhaps, louder for it. In fhort, whatever their Ma- 
nagement was, or however They were abetted, certain 
it is that Thev were very aftive, and very fuccefsfol 
too, iti the ]^e6lions of the Parliament^ which fol- 
bw'd the hng Parliament, according to Rapin, who 
aferts that many of the Members, chofen into this 

Houic 
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Hook of Commons were PretbyPerians. He might 
have faid as much, upon jail as good Grounds, of the 
two PariiamerUs^ w^hich followed This, and I ihall 
fpeak of them indifcriminately. The Leaders^ who 
nroHsr^d all their Forces, inorderto.pufli the Bill rf 
Exclufc$n^ looked on this Turn in the BleRions as an 
Advanti^e to Them ; and it might not have been a 
Di&dvantage, if ^Ihej and the Diffenters had impro- 
ved it wid^ mope Moderation. But Hiey were fo far 
from doing fo, as Rapin liimfelf feems to own a litde 
unwillingly, that Complaijknce for the Presbyterians was 
carried perhaps too far, in the Bill for tbeComprebeti' 
Jion cf ProUgant Diffenters, Bifhop Burnet fpeaks more 
plainly. lie owns that many began to deelare openly in 
Favour of the Non-Conformifts ; that upon This the 
Non-Confbrmills behaved Tbemfehes very indecent^ i 
that They fell fever ely on the Body of the Clergy i and 
They made the Bifhops and Clergy apprehend that a Re- 
beliion^ and with it the pulling the Church to Pieces^ 
TV as defign'd. Several other PaiTages of the fiime 
Strength, and to the lame Purpoie, might be collected 
from this Hiftorian ; and He. who reads them, will 
not be furprized, I think, to find that fuch Proceed- 
ings as Thcfe, both in Parliament and out of it, gave 
an Alarm to the Clergy, and fet TJjem to make Paral- 
lels between the late and the pr^ent Times i and to in- 
fufc the Fears and int Paffions, which agitated Tbem^ 
into the Nation. The Bijhop accufes Them, indeed, 
of doing This with much Indecency. But They, who 
are frightcn'd out of their Wits, will be apt to be inde- 
cent i and Indecency begets Indecency, 

At the fame Tiinc, that thefe Jealoulies of a Defign 
to dcftroy the Church prcvail'd, others prcvaiPd like- 
wile of a Defign to alter the Government of the State i 
of a Defign not only againft the Succtjfor, but againft 
the Poffejfor of the Crown, Many tcell-meaning Men, 
fays Biihop Burnet upon one Occafion, began to difhlie 
thefe PraQites, and to apprehend that a Change of Go- 

vernm(3U 
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vcrnment was dejign^d, The King came to think 

Himfelfy fays thgjame Author upon another Occafion, 
kveWd at chiefly^ though for Decency^ s Sake his Brother 
toas only named, Rapin goes ^rther ; for^ fpeaking of 
the fame Times, He ufes this remarkable £xprei£(in ; 
that Things feem^d to hi taking the fame Courfe as in 
the Tear 1640 ; and that there was Re a/on to think 
that the oppoiing Party had no better Intentions to^ 
wards the King now than the Enemies of King Charles 
the ift had towards Him, But whatever fomc parti- 
cular Men, who knew Themfelves irreconcileable with 
the Kingy as well as the Duke^ or fome Others, who 
had (till about Them a Tang of religious Enthufiafhi 
and Republican Whimfies, might intend ; I am far 
from thinking that the Partyy who promoted the Ex^ 
elufion^ meant to deftroy, on the contrary it is plain 
that They meant to preferve, by that very Meafure, 
the Confiitution in Church and State, The Rcafon 
why I quote thefe Paflkges, and refer to others of the 
lame Kind, is not to /hew what was really defign'd, 
but what was apprehended ; for as the Diftindlion of 
Whig and Tory fubfifted long after the real Differences 
were extinguifh'd, fo were thefe Parties at firll divi- 
ded, not fo much by 0verta8s committed, as by the 
Jpprehenjionf, which each of Them entertain'd of the 
Int^tions of the Other. When the Refolution was once 
taken of rejeding all Limitations, on the Belief art- 
fully and, I think, knavifhly propagated, that the 
King would yield, if the Parliament perfifted 5 the ne- 
ceflary Conlequences of the Kings adhering inflexi- 
bly to his Brother y were Thole, which follow 'd ; 
thofe Fulmina Parliamentarian har(h Votes, angry Pro- 
ceedings, AddrefTes that were in Truth Remonftran- 
ces, Projefts of AlTociations, Pietenfions to a Power 
of DISPENSING with the Execution of Laws ; that very 
Prerogative They had To julliy refufed to the Crown, 
and many others, which 1 omit. All thefe would have 
been Blafts of Wind, huta Fulmina, no more, if the 
Vol. XIL E King 
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King had yielded ; and that they were pufh'd in this 
Confidence by the Bulk of the P/triyy who pufli'd 
them, cannot be doubted ; fince it cannot be doubted 
that the Bulk of the Party depended on the KIng*i 
yielding almoft, perhaps, even to the Jaft. Some few 
might be willing, nay dclirous, that He fhouJd not 
yield, and hope to bring Things into a State of Con- 
fufion ; which none but Madmen, or Thole, whom 
their Crimes or their Fortunes render defperate, can 
ever wifh to fcc. But it would be hard indeed, if 
Parties were to be charafterized, not by their com- 
mon View, or the general Tcnour of their Condu6^, 
but by the private Views imputed to fome amongil 
Them, or by the particular Sallies, into which MIC- 
take, Surprize, or Paffion, hath fometimes bctrayM 
the beft-intention'd, and even the beft condu£lci^ Bodies 
of Men. W^Ig and Tory were bow form'd into Par* 
ties ; but I think They were not now, nor at any other 
Time, what They believed one another, nor what 
They have been reprcfentcd by their Enemies, nay 
by their Friends. The Wkigs were not Roundheads, 
though the Mcafures They purfucd, being flrongcr 
tiiaa the Temper ,of the Nation would then bear, 
gave Occafion to the Sufpicions I have mcnticm'd. 
7ne Tories were not Cavaliers, though T'hcy took 
the Alarm To fiiddcn and fo warm lor the Church and 
the Kijig ; and though They carried the Principles in 
Favour oUthc King^ at lealt, whilil the Heat of their 
Contells with the oppojite Party lulled, higher than 
they had been ever carried before. TJie Whigs were 
not DlJfentcrSy nor Rcpuhllcansy tiiough They favour'd 
the former y and ihouc^li Tome inconliderable Rcm&ins 
of the latter mi«ht lir.d Siicher in their Party. The 
Tories had no Dilpofition to become S/az'et, or Papifts^ 
though They abetted ihe Excrcife of an CAorbitanc 
Power by the Crczvn^ and iliough They fupportcd 
the Pi-ctenfi./rs of a Pf.pijj Sueeej/hr to it. — l'hu.s J 
ikink about the Parries, which aro!c in the Reign of 

Chatles 



N° 350. ^t Craftsmam. 51 

Charla the 2d ; and as I deliver my Thoughts with 
Frtnknefs, I hope they will be received with Candour. 
Some farther and ftionger Reafona for receiving tlieoi 
fo may, perhaps, appear in a fubfequent Paper. 



, S IR, i^c. 




N*'39o. Saturday, i)ff, aa, i733' 

The fame SuijeS csntinuei. 
T„ CALEB D'ANVERS, Efq; 
SIR, 

F King Char!e$ the zd cotdd have 
been prevail'd upOTi 10 facri£ce the chi- 
merical divine Right ofhisB«(Jw to 
the real Interelt, and Right too, . trf" 
his Piople ; that happy Event woijd 
have made Him ample Amends in fu- 
ture Eafe and Quiet, and the Nation in I'uture Secu- 
rity, for all precedent Diforders, Dangers, and F«t3 
of Dinger. But iiillead of Thia, He waa every Day 
confirm'd in the Refolution of not giving up, direftly 
and in Termj, that Right in his Brother, which He 
thought reflciled Sffcngth on his own. The very 
Mealures, taken to force Him to fubmit, enabled Him 
to refill. The uppofiu Spirit fpcnt itfelf in Blood and 
Violence. The Spirit fir Him rofe vifibly in the 
Nation 1 and He faw very foon the Time approach, 
when He might venture to appeal 10 his People againit 
Ilis Parliament. This Time (vas come, when Men 
iverc once convinced that a Country party prevail'd 
no longer, but ihat Failien had taken its Place. Many 
Appearances, which I have not Room to. enumerator 
ferved to propagate this Opinion i parijcularly the Be- 
haviour and almoll avow'd Preienfions of the Doke 
o£ Manmsalb; which were carried on, even in Defy- 
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ance of the folcmn Declaration made by the Kin^ 
that He bad nn'cr married the DukeV Mother, 

Some of the worthiefl and warmeft Men, who were 
engaged /Jr the Exclufion^ compkin'd Themfelves, even 
from the firfl, of the private Interefls and 6£Uoua In- 
trigues, which prevailM amongit Them. / mv^ /y«. 
fifs ( fays a very cenjtderable Man, who laid down hit 
Life for this Caufe afterwards, and whofe original 
Le,t'er is ilill extant ) / muft confefs^ I do nti kmw 
three Men of a Mind; and that a Spirit of Giddiwifi 
reigns among ft Us, far beyond any I bavi tver 9^fir» 
fed in my Life ; and yet He had lived and a^ed in aa 
faflious a Time, as this Nation ever (aw. He pro- 
ceeds ; Some look wbo is Jitteft to fueeeed-^-^Tbey are 
for the moft Part divided between tbe "Prince of O- 
range, and the Duke of Monmouth. Tbe firft hatb 
plainly the moft planfihle Title. — / need not tell Ton 
the Rcafons againft Monmouth. The ftrongefl for Him 
are, that whoever is oppofed to York will have 'a good 
Party ; and all Scotland, which is every Day Me /# 
be in j^rms, doth certainly faz'our Him, and may froha" 
hly be of as much Importance in the Troubles, that are 
now likely to fall upon us, as They were in tbe Begin- 
ning of the I aft. Others are only upon Negatives , &c. 

I could caiily multiply Proofs of this Kind s but I 
think I need not take any Pains to /hew that there 
yjzzfuch a FaSfion form'd at this Time ; nor to re- 
fute Wehvood, who aflerts that the Duke of Monmouth 
was not ambitious to the Degree ofaftiring to tbe Crown, 
till after his Landing in the IVefi, 1 will only re- 
mark that the Efforts of this FaBion amongft Thofe, 
who drove on the Bill of Exclufion, fumifhM ano- 
ther Motive to the Divifion and Animolit\' of Par* 
ties. The Tories, who had divided from tne Others, 
on Jcaloufics of Defigns to change the Conftitutien in 
Church and 'State, began now to apprehend that the 
oppofite Party might fucceed in another View, and let 
up a King of their own Nomination. A Notion then 

entertained 
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entertained by many, tbat the worfe Title a Man had, 
the better King He was likely to make, did not perfuade 
Them. Tliey had fufferM under the Tyranny of a 
Party ; many of Them had been Themfelves the Abet- 
tors of a F arty- Adminiji ration } sad They fear'd wilh 
Reafon a Party-King. Thus perfbnal Interefts were 
mingled on ^otb Sides with publick Confiderations ; 
and the Duke of York gain'd a great Number of Adhe- 
rents, not by Affedion to Him, but by an Averfion to 
Monmouth ; which increafed among the Tories, in Pro- 
portion as the Duke*s Popularity increafed among the 
Whigs ; not by any favourable Difpofition in the Ttf- 
ries to Popery and arbitrary Power i but by a Dread, as 
I have obferved already, of returning m the leaft De- 
gree under the Influence of tbofe Principles and the 
Power oi tbofe Men, whofe Yoke had gall'd the Necks 
of many, that were ftill alive and adlive on the Stage 
of publick Affairs. Men grew jealous of the Dejjgn^ 
(faysBifhop Burnet, fpcaking of Af<7;/;!7(?«/^'s Popularity) 
and fancy d here was a new civil War to be raifed. 
Upon This, They join'd with the Duke's Party ; meaning 
the Duke of fork's, 

I fay nothing of the Apprehenflons entertain'd on o?i4 
Side, and the Expedlations entertained on the other, 
from Scotland', becaufe though there was, even in the 
Beginning of thefe Struggles, a Concert between Thofe^ 
who were opprefs'd by the Court there, and Thofe^ 
who oppofcd it here, which grew afterwards into'a^ 
cloler Correfpondence, and became riper for Adlion r 
yet the feditious Spirit, that gave Occafioa to thefe Ap- 
prehenflons and ExpcCtuion/ was rouzed andcxaljpe- 
rated by the Inhumanity of the Duke of Lauderdale ; 
who, though a Preslyftn\vi_ himfclf, was the Butcher 
of that Party; pafii'd the warnicft of Them into in- 
juiiiliable ExcefTes ; revived their filly Zeal for the Co- 
vcnant j an J wrought up their Enlhuhafm even to AJfaf 
Jination and Rebellion. Let me only obfcrve, that 
This, was plainly the Fault of the Court, and could not 

E 3 ' thcrefora 
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therefore be imputed to the Wbigs, whtterer Ufe (baie 
of that Party might propofe to make of fach a Dilpofi- 
tion. The Violence of the Cottventiclers was (bunded 
high, ia order to palliate the Severities ezercifed la the 
Government oi that Kingdom, But the reaibnable Mea 
of all Parties thought then, as They think now, and 
always will think, that it is the Duty o^Tbofe^ who 
govern, to difccm the Spirit of the People ; to confi- 
der even xki<6xPajJlions\ to have a Regard to their 
Weakneffes ; and to fhew Indulgence to their Prejm* 
dices ; and that MinifterSf who punifh what They might 
prevent, are more culpable than ^ey^ who ofiend. 

As the ttoo Parties were fbrmM, fo was their Dwifim 
maintainM by mutual Jealoufiea and Fears ; which are 
often fufHcient to nourifh themfelves, when they have 
once taken Root in the Mind ; and which were, at 
this Time, wateiM and cultivated with all the fi^ous 
Induftry poffible. The moll improbable Reports, the 
moft idle Surmifes, carry'd about in Whifpers, were 
fufficient (as I might eafily fhew in various InfbuKes) 
to raifc a panick Terror in one Party, or the other. In 
both, there were but too many Perlbns on the Watch, 
to improve and to propagate thefe Terrors, and by a fre- 
quent Repetition of fuch Impreffions to raife theAlarm 
and the Hatred o^ Parties to the higheft Pitch. He^ 
who went about to allay this extreme Ferment, waa 
call'd a Trimmer^ and He, who was in Truth a com- 
inon Friend, was fure of being treated like a common 
Enemy. Some, who voted for the Bill ofExclufion^ 
were very hx from being heartily for it ; , but I have 
feen good Reafons to believe, and fuch there are even 
in our publick Relations, that forae of Thofe, who voted 
againft it^ and declared for Limitations, concurr'd in 
the End, though They diiFer'd in the Means, with 
Thofe, who promoted the Bill, And yet fuch Men 
were conlhntly mark'd out as Favourers of Popery and 
Enemies to their Country, Thus in the other Party^ 
Men, who had no other View but That of fccuring 

their 
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-their ReUgisn and Liberty ^ and who meant nothing 
more than to force the Court into fuch Complyances, as 
They judged ncceflary to cfbibliih this Security, were 
ftigmatized with the opprobrious Names o^Fanatick 
and Republican, Thus it happen^ in thofe Days ; 
and thus it happens in ours ; when any Many who de- 
clares againft a tertatn Perf$n^ againft whom the Voice 
of the Nation hath already dec^ufed, or complains of 
Things, which are fo notorious, that no Man in the 
Nation can deny them, is fure to be fbllow'd by the 
Cry of Jacsbitifmf or Republicanifm, But there is a 
gnnt Difference, God be prai£id, between the ttiff 
Cafes, The frefent Cry, liing void of Pretence, is 
tiieiefore without EffeSf, It is heard in feto Places^ 
and believed only in one, — But to return ; 

When the Nation was divided in this Manner, the 
Heat of the Parties incrcafed as their Conteft lailed, 
according to the ufual CourTe of Things. New En- 
gagements were daily taken ; new Provocations and 
Oficnces were daily given. Publick Difputes begot 

Sivate Pique ; and private Pique fupported publick 
ifputes with greater Rancour and Obftinacy. The 
oppifite Principles, advanced by the two Parties, were 
carry'd higher and higher, as They grew more in- 
flamed ; and the Meajitres They purfued, in order to 
get the better each of his Adverjary, without overmuch 
Regard to any other Confequence, became ftronger and 
ftronger, and perhaps equally dangerous. The Meet- 
ing of the Parliament at Oxford had a Kind of hoftile 
Appearance ; and as foon as Parliaments were laid ajtde, 
which happened on the fuddcn and indecent Diflblu- 
tion of This, the Appearance grew worle. No Secu- 
rity having been obtain'd, by Parliamentary Methods^ 
againft the Danger of a Popijh Succeffor ; it is probable 
that They, who look'd on thefe Dangers as nearefl and 
greatcft, began to caft about how They might fccure 
Themfelves and their Country ag^init them, by Me- 
thods of another Kind , fuch as extreme Neceffiry, and 

^ nothing 
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nothing but extreme Ncceffity can authorize. Such 
Methods were happily purfued and attended with glo- 
rious Succefs, a few Years afterwards, when this SuC" 
cejjton had taken Place ; and, by taking Place, had ju- 
ilifyM all, that had been faid againd it, or foreboded of 
it ; when the Nation was ripe for Refiftamty and the 
Prince of Orange ready and able, from a Multitude dL 
fortunate, concurring Circumllanccs, to fupport fo great 
an Enterpiize. But the Attempts, which were wife at 
9ne Time, would have been defpcrate at the other j and 
the Meafures, which produced ^Revo/utiofr, in the Reiga 
of King Jamesy would have produced, in the Reign 
of Kin^ Charles y a. civil War of uncertain Event at 
beft ; 1 fay of uncertain Event at bed ; becaufe it feems- 
to Me that whoever revolves in his Thoughts the State 
of England and Scotland, as well as the Situation of our 
Neighbours on the Continent, at that Time, muft be of 
Opinion that if the Quarrel about the Exslttficn had 
broke out into a War, the befl Caufe would have been 
the worft fupport ed. The Eangy more united than ever 
with his Brother y would have prevailed . What was- 
projcdled in 1 670, and perhaps more than was then 
intended, would have been effefted ; and the Religion 
and Liberty oi Great Britain would have beendcftroy'd 
by Confequence. We cannot fay, and it would ht Prc- 
fumption to pretend to guefs, how far the Heads of 
Party had gone, in Scotland, or in England, into Mea- 
fures for employing Force. Perhaps, lit:le mere had 
pafs'd, in which T/^ty, who becime tlie principal Sacri- 
fees, were any Way conccrn'd, than rafli Difcourfe 
about dangerous, but rude, indigeilcd Schemes ; llarted 
hy Men of wild Imaginations, or defjx'rate Fortunes f 
and rather hearkeu'd to than affented to ; nay, pofli'jly, 
dcfpifcd and ncg!t£ted by Them. But the Court, who 
wanted a Plot to confirm and inccafe their jP/?/-/y,.and 
to turn the popular Tide in their EiJvouis- took the 
firfl Opportunity of having one y which, was foon.fur- 
tiflixl to Them by the iiaprudcnt but honell Zeal of 



N^.39^* ^^^ Craftsmak. 57 

Some, and by the Villany, as well as Madnels of Others ; 
and They profecuted it fo feverely, with the Help of 
'^ firward Sheriff's y willing Juries boldWitneJfeSf and 
mercenary Judges^ that it anfwer'd all their Ends. The 
Deiign of afTailinating the King and the Duke was cer- 
tainly confined to a few defperate Villains ; but \ too 
many bad beard it from ^em^ tobo were both fo foolijb 
and fo wicked J as not to difcover Tbem ; and This re- 
flefled great Prejudice, though I doubt not in many 
Cafes very unjuftly, againft all Thofe, who had adled 
upon better Principles, but yet were involved in thefe 
Profecutions. 

As tbis Event difarm'd, difpirited and broke one 
Party ; fo it ftrengthen'd, animated and united the 
other. The Tories,: wjio look'd on the Dangers They 
apprehended f*t)m the fFbigs to be greater and nearer 
tnan Thofe, which They had apprehended, as well as 
the Wbigs, before this new Divifion of Parties, from a 
Popijb Succeffion, were now confirmed in their Preju- 
dices. Under this Perfuafion, They run headlong inta 
all the Meafures, which were taken for enlarging tbe 
Kino's Authority, and fecuring tbe Crown to the Duke 
of York. The Principles of divine, hereditary Rights 
of PaJJive Obedience and Non-Refiftance were revived 
and propagated with greater Zeal than ever. Not only 
the wild Whimlies of EntbufiaftSj of Schoolmen and Phi- 
Ufopbers, but the plaineft Diftates of Reajon were fo- 
lemnly condemned, in Favour of them, by learned and 
reverend Bodies of Men ; who litde thought that in fiVQ 
Years Time, That is in 1688, They Ihould aft confor- 
mably to fome of the very Propofitions, which at this 
Time They declared falfe, feditious and impious. 

In fhort, the Guelphs and Gibe I lines were not more 
animated againft each other, at any Time, than the 
Tories and Whigs at This ; and in fuch a national Tem- 
per, confiderable Steps were made, as they well might 

be, 
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be, towards the Dcftrudion of our Conftitution. One 
of tlioie, which Rapin enumerates and infills upon very 
gravely, can fcarce be mentioned without fmiling. The 
A'if.-[^j fiiys He, in order to make his People feel the 
Slavery He had nearly impofed on 7bein, affeffedtB 
rtrircv l^is Troops ; and tbcji Troops amounted, by 
thr Rtturn of the Garrij'on c/* Tangier, to 4000 McWy 
ej'tci:vt\ and well-arm'' d. The l^l'higs, indeed, in iho'e 
bitys were io averlc to standing Armies, that 
Tiic'v tb.ought even thofe Tioops comnwnly calPd 
Gfy.:rJs, unlawful ; and Biflir-p Burnet argues, in hi» 
Pvt'1..6t:c)ns on my Lord RuJhPs Tryal, that a Defigtt 
f? jtizc en Then a?r.ounted to no more than a Defignto 
j*\.rc (,n aVart cf the Kin^s Army. But it is poffible 
tliui the Toriei^ who had (hew'd their D'flikc ol'ftand- 
iny^ j^i j:::cs fufficicnily in the lon^ Parliament, might 
ihiiik it however no unreasonable Thing, when DcHgna 
o^. InjurreBions and even oi AJfajJi nations had come fo 
laiely to Light, thnt a Nnmbcrof regular Troops, iuffi- 
cient to defend the Petfon of the King, but not fufficicnt 
to opprcfs the Liberties of the People, and live times left 
than We have fmce fecn kept up, in the mid ft of tlic 
moll fccurc Tranquility, fliould be wink'd at, till tbofi 
Dijlempers were intirely over. 

Another Step, which i\iQ Jame j^uthoK, mention?, was 
indeed of the greatell Confequence, and laid the Axe 
to the Root of all our Liberties at once, by giving .the 
Crown fueh an Influence ever the E legions of Mem-- 
bers to ferve in Parliament, as could not fail to deftroy 
thai Independency, by which alone the Freedom of our 
Government hath been, and can be llipported. I mean 
the Proceedings by ^0 Warranto, and the other Me- 
thods taken to force, or pcri'uade the Corporations to 
furrcnder their old Charters, and accept netv ones, un- 
der I'uch Limitations and Conditions, as the King 
thought fit to innovate. Thcfe Proceedings were vio- 
lent ; the Judgments upon them arbitrary ; and the 
other Methods em ploy 'd fcandalous. But ftiil it was 

the 
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ihtEndf itvf^ Xh^ Confequencey that alarm'd and ter- 
rify'd all "iFhofe, who had not fold Themfelves to the 
Court, or who had not loft, in their Zeal for Party^ all 
Regard to their Country , much more than the Means^ 
that were employed upon this Occafion. If, inllead of 
garbling Corporations by Prerogative^ the Court could 
have purchafed their Ele&ions by Money, We may rea- 
fonably believe that the furer and more filent Way 
would have been taken. But would the Alarm have 
been lefs among all the Friends of Liberty ? Certainly 
not* They would have foen that the End was the 
fame, and have diiliked t/;e/e Means the more, for be* 
ing lefs liable to Obfervation and Clamour. A Prince, 
aflerting an illegal and dangerous Prerogative^ and ap- 
plauded for doing h, and feconded in the Attempt by 
a numerous Party in the Nation, carry 'd no doubt a 
very terrible Afpeft. But ftill there was Room to hope, 
the violent Charafter of theDake oiTork confider'd, 
(^nd that Hope was aftually cntertainM by many) that 
the Party, who abetted thefe Ufurpations of the Prero- 
gative, might be loon frighten'd back again from a 
Court to a Country Intereft \ in which Cafe, there was 
Room to hope likewife, the milder Character and bet- 
ter Underftanding of the King confider'd, that the Evil 
Blight be in fome Degree redrefs'd, and the Confequen- 
ees of it prevented. It was reafonable for the Friends 
of Liberty to expefl: that Men, who were injured, 
would complain and feek Relief, on the iirfl favoarable 
Opportunity. But if They had been corrupted, and 
the Pradice o{ felling Elehions had been once efta- 
blifliM, I imagine that the Friends of Liberty would 
have thought the Cafe more deiperate. It is cer- 
tainly an eafier Task, and there is fomewhat lefs pro- 
voking, as well as lefs dangerous in it, to Itruggle even 
with a great Prince, who (lands on Prerogative, than 
with a wcnky but profligate Mini/ler, if He hath the 
Means of Corruption in his Power, and if the Luxury 
iind Projlitution of the Age have enabled Him to bring 

k 
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it into Fa/bion, Nothing furdy could provoke Men, 
who had the Spirit of Liberty in their Souls, more than 
to figure to Themfelves one of tbefe faucy Creatures of 
Fwrtuney whom She raiies in the Extravagance of her 
Caprice, difpatching his Emiflaries, eccldiafUcal and 
£x:ular, like fo many evil Daemons, to the North and to 
the South, to buy the Votes of the People with the 
Money of the People ; and to chule a refrejentativi 
Bod% not of the PeopU^ but of the Enemy of tie Peeple^ 
o^Himfelf 
This was not the Cafe at the Time We are {peaking of. 
It was Prerogative^ not Money, which had like to have 
deftroy'd our Liberties then. Government was not 
then carry'd on by Undertakers, to whom fo mueb 
Power was farm'd out for Returns of y& mueb Money^ 
and fo mucb Money intrufted for Returns of fo much 
Power, But though the Cafe was not fo defpeimte ; 
yet was it bad enough in all Confcience ; and among all 
the ExcclTcs, into which the Tories ran, in Favour of 
the Crown, and in Hopes of fixing Dominion in their 
•wn Party, their Zeal to fupport the Methods of par- 
bling Corporations was, in my Opinion, That, which 
threatened pubiick Liberty the moft. It hath been re- 
proached to Them by many ; but if among ^tfe, who 
rcproach'd Them, there ihould be Some, who have 
(hared fmce that Time in the more dangerous PraAice 
oi corrupting Corporations ; fucb Men muft have Fronts 
of Brafs, and deferve all the Indignation, which is due 
to Iniquity, aggravated by Impudence. The Otbers 
abetted, in Yji\em oi^Prercgatiz'e, fuppofed real by 
many in ihofc Days, and under the Pretence at lealt 
of Law, a Power, which gave the Cravn too much In- 
fluence in the ElcSlions of Members of the Hcuje of Com- 
vions ; hxwtheje Men, if there are any inch, have been 
conccrnM in a Praftice, for the Sake of their own vi'e 
Jntcreil, which fpreads like a Gangrcen over the whole 
Body of a Nation, and to every Branch of Govern- 
ment ; and \^ hich hath never fail'd, in any one In- 

l\ance. 



ffamce, where it hath been fufierM to become the Bane 
t£ Liberty. 

We hfl^ now carry'd due two Parfhs through that 
Period of Time, when the Condudt of ictb was moil 
Hable to the Objoftions niade to Them by their Aivtr^ 
fanes. — The Tories afted on the moft abjedl Frirt" 
dpks ofSnbmiffivH to the King ; and, on Thfe rf here- 
ditary Right ^ were zealous for the Succeffion of a Prince^ 
whole Bigotry render'd him unfit to rule a Proteftant 
and a free Peeple, The Whigs maintained the 

Potoer ^Parliament to limit the SucceJJion to the Croton, 
and avow*d the Princifles of Refijlance ; in which 
They had Law, Example and Rea/on for Them, But 
then the Fury o£ Fa^ion was for doing That mthoitt 
Parliament^ which could only be legally done iy it ; 
and, in order to This, the Principles of Refiftance were 
extended too fiu- ; and the hottell of the Party taking 
the Lead, They adlcd in an extravagant Spirit of Li- 
eence^ rather than a fober Spirit of Liberty ; and the 
Idadnefs of a Few^ little inferior to That of CromtoelPn 
Enthufiafts^ difhonour'd the whole Caufe for a Time. 
My Intention was not to have left Them here ; but to 
have carryM thefe ObicrVations on fo far as to juftify, 
notwithflanding the(e Appearances, what is faid at the 
Cbnclufion of my laft Letter y concerning the true Cha- 
r&ders of both Parties, But either the Abundance of 
Matter hath deceived Me, or I have wanted Skill and 
Tinac to abridge it ; fo that I muft defer this Part of 
my Task, and crave your Indulgence, as well as That 
Qf your Readers, for my Prolixity. 

/ amy SIR, &c. 
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Tie fame Suijell eoatinuti. 
5o Caleb D'Ahvers, £yjj, 

Advanced in tlie firfl of thefe Eflays 
fomeihing to ihis EjTcft ; that every 
dumfy, huh, bungling Child if Fortune, 
on whom She beflows ihe Meaw knd 
ihe Opportunity of corri/pling, may go- 
vern by this inramous Expedient ; and 
having graiiiicd his Ambition and Avarice, may have 
m Chinee to fecure Himfelf from Puniftirocnt, by de- 
ftroying the Liberties of his Country. It was advanced 
likewile in the fame Paper, that every Charafler i) 
net eqQaliy fit to govern a People, by aividing Them ; 
tecauie fome Cunning, fome Experience, nay, fome 
sun to form, and fome Addrefs lo condufl a Syfiem if 
Fraud, are ncceflary in this Cafe. I petfuadc mylelf, 
that no Han, ivho read that Paper, was at a Lofsto . 
And an Inllanee to confirm the Truth of the firfi e/ 
ihe/e Prapojiliom ; and We have now before us another, 
which may ferve to confirm the Truth of the fecend. 

ThougKIdo not think the Defigns of King Chat Hi 
the zd. either deeply laid, or deeply fix'd in his own 
Mind ; yet in general they were founded on bad 
Trineiphs, and diredcd to bad Er.dt. He defired in- 
deed to be eafy, and to make his People fo ; but then 
He defired both Thefe oj\ fuch Conditions, as were 
inconfilient with good Government, during the ^^-hoie 
Couile ot hii lUigu, and wkh the Security of Reli- 
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gion and Liberty, during the latter Part of it. We 
have feen how the intemperate Conduft of many, and 
the flagitious Defigns of fome among the JVbigi^ weak- 
en*d their own Partyy and gave new Strength and new 
Provocation to the Other, But we have not yet con- 
fider'd fome other Advantages, without which thefe 
Divi/ions could neither have been fomented, nor fup- 
ported as they were. No\v thefe Advantages arofc 
chiefly from the Charadler and Conduit of the King 
himlelf. If King Charles had found the Nation plun- 
ged in Corruption; the People chufing their Reprelen- 
tatives for Money, without any other Regard ; and thefe 
Reprefentatives of the People, as well as the Nobility, 
reduced by Luxury to beg the unhallow'd Alms of a 
Court ; or to receive, like miferable Hirelings, the 
Wages of Iniquity from a Mini/ier ; if He had found * 
the Nation, I fay, in this Condition, ( which extra- 
vagant Suppolition one cannot make without Horrour ) 
He might have difhonour'd her abroad, and impove- 
riih'd and opprefe'd her at home, though He had been 
the weakeft Prince on Earth, and his Minillers the 
moft odious, and contemptible Men, that ever prefu- 
xhed to be ambitious. Our Fathers might have fallen 
into Circumflances, which compofe the very Quintcf- 
ience of political Mifery. They might have y^/^/ /i'c'/r 
Birth-right for P or ridge y that was their own. They 
might have been bubbled by the foolifh, bullied by 
the fearful, and infulted by Thofe, whom They de- 
fpi!ed. They would have deferved to be Slaves, and 
They might have been treated as fuch. When difree 
People crouch, like Camels, to be loaded, the next at 
Hand, no Matter who, mounts Them, and They 
ibon feel the Whip, and the Spur of their Tyrant j 
for a Tyrant, whether Prince, or Minijler, reicmblcs 
the "Devil in many Refpedts; particularly in This, 
He is often both the Te?npter and Tormentor, He makes 
the Criminal, and He puniflies the Crime, 

But 
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But Thia was not the State of the EngUJb Nation, 
at the Time we fpeak of. We were not yet corrupted^ 
nor even quite ripe for Corruption, Parties there were ; 
and the ContclU of tbefe Parties gave OccafioQ to 
the Rife and Growth of FaStions; Ibme of which nui 
into the mod feditious Pradlices againft the Govern- 
ment, and others into the vileft Submiflion to it. But 
Hill a Spirit of Liberty remained in many, uncorruptcd 
and uncxtinguifli'd ; and fuch as work'd our national 
Deliverance in the Days of Diflrefs, that foon followed. 
We were Freemen then, in the proper *Senfe and full Ex- 
tent of the Words j becaufc not only the Laws^ which 
ailertcd our common Rights* were maintained and im- 
proved, bat private Independency^ which can alone fup- 
port pub lick Liberty f under fuch a Government as 
ours, was itfelf fuppprted by fome of that antient 
OEconomy and Simplicity of Manners, that were grow- 
ing, but not grown, out of Falhion. Such a People^ 
as We then were, could neither be bought nor driven % 
and I think King Charles could not have divided and 
led Them, if He had wanted any of the Qualities He 
poflefsM, or had held another Conduft than He held. 
Par fiom being proud, haughty, or brutal, * He bad 
not a Grain of Pride, or Vanity in his whole Compo- 
fiticn ; but was the moft affable, beft bred Man alive 
He treated his Subjcfts like Noblemen, like Gentlemen^ 
like Freemen^ not like Vajfals, or Boors. Whatever No-' 
tion He had of his hereditary Right, He own'd hiai 
Obligation for the Crown He wore to hi« People, as 
much as He would have been bound to do, in Realbn, 
in Juftice, in Honour, and in Prudence, if He had 
Hood at the greatdl Diftance from it in the Courfc of 
lineal Succeffion, and had been call'd to it from the 
low Sute, in which He was before, by the free Gift 
and Choice of the Nation. His Profeffions were plau- 
fible, and his whole Behaviour engaging ; fo that He 
WOQ upon the Hearts, even whilft He loft the good 
Opinion 

f Sir WilUam Temple. 
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Opinion of his Subjedb; and often ballanced their 
lodgment of Things, by their perfonal Inclination* 
Thcfe Qualities, and thb Part of his Conduft, went a 
great Way to give Him Credit with his People, and 
an Hold on their AfFedions. But This was not all. 
He obferved their Temper, and He comply'd with it. 
He yielded to Them in Points, from which He had 
determined, and declared too, tha»^ He would never 
depart. To know when to yield, in Government^ is at 
leaft as necefTary, as to know when to lofe in Trade ; 
and He, who cannot do the /"/y?, is fo liwle likelv to 
govern a Kingdom it/ell^ that it is more than probable 
He would govern a Shop ill. King Charles gave up 
to the Murmurs of his People, not one or two fiuh ikKr- 
nifters as may be found almoft ,behind every Desk ; 
thofc awkard Pageants of Courts, thofe wooden Ima- 
ges, which Princes gild and then worlhip; but feve- 
lal great and able Men ; nay, wMe Cabals of fueb, 
who had Merit with Him, though They had none 
with the Nation, He ftarted often out of the true In- 
tereft of his People ; but the Voice of his People almoft 
as often reclaim'd Him. He made the/r/? Dutch War ; 
but He made the Triple Allyance too. He engaged 
with France in the War of 1672 ; but He made a fc- 
parate Peace with Holland, True it is, indeed, that 
neither the Reprefentations of his Parliament, nor the 
Deiires of his People, could prevail on Him to go far- 
ther, and to enter in earneil into the War againft 
France, But the Confidence between Him and his 
Parliament was fo broken at that Time, that They 
would not truft Him, nor He Them. At This I 
am not furprifed ; and for that very Reafon I confefs, 
I have always been fb at the llrong and repeated 
Inftances made to force Him into that War ; fmcc , 
it cannot furcly be better Policy to drive a Prince in- 
to a War, which He has no Inclination to make; 
than it would be to be drawn by Him into a War, 
if He had no Ability to condud it. In Home Affairs^ 
bcfides his fiet^uent ConcefHons, whenever the Nation, 

F 3 look 
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took Umbraee at his Proceedings, He paf»M the 7^ 
and the Habeas Corpus Bilis^ and many others for the . 
publick Benefit ; and I fcarce rememoer any popular 
jUi^ which ftopp'd at the Throne in his Time, except 
That about the Militia^ which He apprehended to br 
a dangerous Encroachment on his Prerogative, and a- 
nothcr in Favour of the Dijfenters^ which was con- 
trived> meanly enough, to be (lorn oft* the Table in 
the Houje of Lords, 

What has been touch'd here, and in former Papers^ 
will be fufficient to fhew, in fome Mcafure, how Kingp 
Charles was enabled to divide a Nation (b united and 
fo heated as this Nation was, on the Diicevery of the 
Fopi/b Plot ; to oppofe fo avowedly and fo refolutdv 
the Exchifion of bis Brother ; the Profpe6i of whole 
fucceeding to the Crown was become flill more dread- 
ful, even by that (mail Part of Colemanh Correfpoo- 
dence, which had come to Light ; and yet to attach 
fo numerous a Party io Himfelf nay to his Brttheri 
to lay afide Parliaments for foveral Years ; and not only 
to ibind his Ground, but to gam Ground in** the Na- 
tion, at the fame Time. But there is dill fomcthing 
more to be added. He had not only prepared for the 
Storm, but he acquired new Strength in the Midft of it ; 
That is, in the Pjoceedings on the Popijh Plot, and the 
Bill of Exelufion^ He would gladly have kept thc^- 
mer out of Parliament ; but when it was once there. 
He put on the Appearances of great Zeal for the Pro- 
fecution of it. Thefe Appearances helpM Him to foreen 
his Brother ; as the ill Succefs of the Exclufion Bill in 
the Houfe of Lords ^ where it was rejefted by Sixtf' 
three a^Aini 7hirt% helpM to fcreen Himfelf from the 
Violence of the Houfe of Commons. But That, which 
gave Him the principal Advantage in the prefent Con- 
tefts, was another Management. As foon as the firft 
preparatory Steps were made to the Bill of Exclufion 
in 1678, He declared Himfelf, in a Speech to his Par- 
liament, ready to pafs any Bills to make his People 

£ife 



ikk in the Reign of his Sufce^r, fo they tended not tt 
tmpe4ub the Right of Suceeffiofi, nor the Defcent of tbt 
Croton in the true Line. He peHifted in this Decla- 
ration to the kft; and if He had done nothing elfe, 
I imagine that He would have gainM no great Popu- 
larity. When a free People lye under any Grievance^ 
or apprehend any Danger^ and try to obtain their 
Princess Confent to deliver Them from one^ or to pit- 
vent the other ; a flat Refii&l, on his Part, reduces 
Them to the melancholy Alternative of continuing to 
fobmit to oniy and to fbmd expofed to the other, or 
of freeing Themfelves ^m bothy without his Confhit ; 
which can hardly' be done by Means very confifknc 
with his and their common Intereft. King Charles 
was too wife to pu(h the Nation to fuch an Extre- 
mity. He refufed what his Parliament prefs'd on Him, 
in the Manner and on the Principle They prefs'd it $ 
bat then his Rifnfal was follow'd by Expedients i 
which varied the Manner ^ and yet might have been 
managed ib as to produce the EffeSi ; and which feem'd 
to fiive, rather than aftually faved, the Principle. Num- 
ber! ooncurrM, at that Time, in avowing the Princi" 
pl$9 md the Tefts had made many Perfons think Re- 
U^OM fiife; as the King^s Offers made Them think it 
no Fault of his, if it was not made fafcr. The Coun' 
ai had prepared /&/»^ Expedients ; and the Limitations, 
and other Provijtons againft a Popijh Succejfory propo- 
led direftly from the Throne by the Chancellor in 1679, 
went a great Way towards binding the Hands 0^ fitch 
s Suceeffor^ and lodging the Power, taken from Him, 
in the Parliament. But the Scheme of Expedients, de- 
bated in the Oxford Parliament, was a real Exclufion 
from every Thing, but the TitL' of King. The firft 
Article banifh'd the uuke of Tork, during his Life, to 
the Diftance of 500 Miles from England, Scotland, and 
Ireland ; and the l^enth, to mention no more, exclu- 
ded Him ipfofaflo, if He came into any of thefe King- 
doms; dire&ed that He ihould fufier, in this Caie, as 

by 
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by the former Bil,\ and that the Sovereignty fhonld 
veil forthwith in the Regent i That is, in the Princcft 
of Orange. Surely This was not to vote the Lym in 
the Lobby into tie Houfe. It would have been to vote 
IWm out of the Houfe, and Lobby both, zn<i only fufo 
Him to be callM Lyon Aill. I am not ignorant of the 
RcEr.cmcnts, uigcd by Sir William Jomes and others 
againll this Scheme ; but I know that Men run into 
Errors from l>oth Extremes ; from That of feeing too 
much, as well as 1 hat of feeing too little; and that 
the moll fubtle Refiners are apt to mifs the true Point 
of political Widoai, which confifts in diftinguiftiing 
juflly between what is abfolutcly bcft in Speculation, 
and what is the beft of Things prafticable in particu- 
lar Conjundurcs. The Scheme, no Doubt, was built 
on a manifeft Abfurdityi and was liable to many In- 
con veniencics. Difficulties and Dangers; but ftill it 
was the utmoft, that could be hoped for at that Mo- 
ment ? and the fmgle Confideration, one would think 
fliould have been This ; whether, united under ihch 
an A£l of Parliament, They would not have oppo(ed 
the Succcffion of the Duke of York, with lels Incon- 
venicncy, lefs Difficulty and Danger, than difunited, 
and with the Laws againft Them. The Truth is, that 
as there were Men, at this Time, dclirous that the 
King Ihould be on defperate Terms with his Partia- 
ment, becaufe The'^ were fo Thcmlelves ; in like Man- 
ner, there were Others, wlio defired, for a Reafbn of 
the fame Nature, that the Parliament fhould be on dd^ 
perate Terms with the Kifig. Thefe were faBious Iif 
terejis, and they prevail'd againft the national bitercft % 
which required that the King floould be feparated at 
any Rate from his Brother, inftead of being uni:ed to 
Him by a Fear made common to both. But the Y^y^ 
was thrown ; and the Leaders of the Whig Party yj^rt 
reiblved * to let all lye in Confufon, rather than hearken 
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i9 am mng^ befides the Exclujim. Obftinacy pro- 
voked Obftinacy. The King grew obftinate^ and fe- 
vere too, againft his natural Eafinefs and former Clc" 
mcncy of Temper. The Tory Party grew as obftinate, 
and as fUriotis, on their Side, according to a natural 
Tendency in the Difpolition of all Parties ; and thus 
the Nation was ddiver'd over, on the Death of King 
•(■ Charles^ a la Sottife de fan Frere ; to the Folly and 
Mddnefs of bis Brother. 

It was this Folly and Madnefs however, that cured 
the Folly and Madnefs of Party, A^ the common Dan- 
ger approach'd, the Impreffions of Terror; which it 
Blade, increafed. ffTfig and Tory then felt them alike, 
and were brought by them, as drunken Men fome times 
are, to their Senfes. The Events of King Jame^^ 
Reign, and the Steps, by jvhich the Revolution was 
brought about, are^fb recent, and fo well known, that 
I ihall not dci'cend into any very particular Mention of 
them. A few general Remarks on the Behaviour of 
tbisPrinct^ and on the Behaviour x£ Parties ^ in his 
Reign, and at the Revolution^ will be fufficient to wind 
up the Hiftory <AWbig and Tory^ and to prove what I 
kave ib of[en aflerted, that both Sides purged Them- 
fidveSk on this OccafioUr of the Imputations laid to 
their Charge by their Adverfaries ; that the proper and 
fttl Diftin£iion of the two Parties expired at this i£ra ; 
imd that although their Ghofts have continued jo haunt 
and divide us fo many Years afterwards, yet there nei- 
ther is, nor can be any Divilion of Parties at this Time, 
leconcileable with common Senfe, and common Ho- 
nefty, among Thofe, who are come on the Stage of the 
World, under the prefent Conftitution ; except Thofe 
of Cbnrcbmen, and Diffenters\ Thole of Court and 
Country, 

The 

\ An ExprefCon uled by King Charles^ on many 
Occaiions. 
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The Behaviour and Condu^ of Kin^y ames the ad 
would be fuiHcicnt, if there was no other Indance, and 
there are Thoufands, to Ihew that as flrong Prejudices, 
however got, are tlie Parents, fo a weak Underftanding 
is theNurfe of Bigotiy, and Injuftice, and Violence 
and Cruelty its Oft-lpring. This Prime was abovc^j^, 
when he came to the Throne. He had great Expe- 
rience of all Kinds ; particularly of the Temper of this 
K^ition, and of the Impoffibility to attempt introducing 
Popery, without hazarding his Crown. But his Exfi^ 
rience profited Him not. His Bigotry drew falfe Con- 
clufions fiom it. He flatter'd Himfelf that He fliould 
be able to play Parties againft one another, better than 
\iis Brother had done ; (which, by the Way, was the 
leall of his little Talents) and to compleat his Defigns 
by an ylutborit^, which was but too well eftablifh'd. 
He palb'd, I tliink, for a fmcere Man. Perhaps, he 
was fo ; and He fpoke always with great Emphafis of 
the Word of a King j and yet never was the meaneft 
Word fo fcandalouflv broken as his. In the Debate ia 
1678, about the Tejt, when He got a Provifo put in 
for excepting Himfelf, it has been advanced in Print, 
and not deny*d that I know of, that fpeaking with 
* great Earneflnefs^ and with Tears in bis Eyes, He fh 
lemnly frotefted that whatever his Religion might be^ it 
Jhould only be a private Thing between God and bis 
own Soul', and that no Effe£i of it Jhould' ever appear 
in the Government, At his Acceffion to the Throne, in 
Council firfl, and after That in full Parliament^ in the 
Face of the Nation, He made the fbongell Declarations 
in Favour of the Conditution in Church and State, and 
took the moft folemn Engagements to defend and fup- 
port it. But Bigot try burfl through all tliefe Cobwebs ; 
for fuch they are to Men, tranfporied by a religious De- 
lirium, who acquire a Strength, that Thole, who are 
well, have not, and confcientiouily break all the Obli- 
gations 
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gations of Morality. Thefe admirable Difpofitions in 
the King were encouraged by the State, in which his 
Brother left and He found the Nation, and by the 
Complaifance of the Parliament, which He call'd foon 
after his Acceffion. They were confirm'd, and He was 
determined to pull off the Mask entirely, by the ill 
Succefs of the Duke o^ Monmouth and the Eiarl of Argyle, 
Bifliop Burnet fpeaks of this Parliament very indecently, 
and I think very untruly. They were neither Men of 
Parts, nor Eftates, according to Him. The Truth is, 
that the Circumftances, under which we were brought 
by the fadlious Proceedings of both Parties^ in the late 
Reign, for and again ft the Court, were fuch as might 
perplex the beft Parts, and puzzle the Heads even of 
the wifeft Men. A profejs'dl, zealous Papift, in full 
and quiet PofTeffion of the Throne, and, inflead of any 
ProvAon made,' or any Meafures taken againft Him, 
the Notion and the Exercife of the Prerogative efta- 
bliftiM at an extravagant Height, were fuch Circum- 
fhmceSy as laid the Nation almoll at the Mercy of the 
King, They therefore, who were the moft determined 
not to part with either their Religion, or their Liberty, 
and yet had more to lofe in the Fray than Dr. Burnet, 
might be willing to look round Them ; to wait Oppor- 
tunities ; and not undertake ralhly what can feldom 
be undertaken twice. It is impoffible to believe that 
their Confidence in the King^s Word was fuch as They 
affe£led. But, like drowning Men, who ifaw nothing 
elfe to catch at. They caught at a Straw. The Duke 
of Monmouth\ Expedition into England, and the Earl 
ai Argyli^ into Scotland^ were fo far from affording the 
•Nation any Opportunity of mending their Condition, 
that 'the Declaration of the former might draw fome 
of the Dijfenters to the Standard, as it did ; bat was 
■calculated to drive the Tory Party ^ moft of the Wklgs^ 
and in Ihort the Bulk of the People from Him. The 
Declaration of the latter was founded in the folemn 
League andCwejiant \ and gave ib much Reafon to ap- 
prehend 
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Srehend that a Revival of the famt Prmcipksy and a 
Lenewal of the fame Tyranirf was intended, that we 
cannot wonder it had no better an Effi^ ; diough we 
lament the Fate of a to^rtby and gallant Mom^ whofe 
Crime was refliiing 9,Tefi, that ihould never have been 
impofed on Proteftants and Freemen^ and who had been 
driven into thefe extreme Refolutions by aSeiieaof inr- 
jufl and tyrannical Ufage. 

Thus were thefe InvafimSf in the very Bmsning of 
hisReign, ^vourable in fome Refpefls to theDefigntof 
King James. They fbrtify*d, in the Minds of Mcn» 
the Jcaloufies and Fears, which had a ^w Years be- 
fore form'd the Tory Party ; and difpofed Them bv 
Confeqaence, at leaft, to keep Meafures and .not break 
with the King. Thev gave Him the Pretence, which 
He feized very readily, of raifmg and keeping up a 
finnding Army. But, m the Event, they forwarded our 
Deliverance from all the Dangers, to which we were ex- 
pofed, under his Government, by precipitating his At-* 
tempt againfl our Religion and Liberty. Tlie (azne 
Day, that the News •£* the Invafion m Seetland was 
communicated to the Parliament here, the ComnoMS 
voted that great Revenue, which They gave Him, and 
gave Him for Life. After thefe Invafims were over. 
They voted a Supply, which was intended for the 
Charge of maintaining the additional Forces. 'I'hey o^ 
fer'd to pafs a Law for indemnifying hisP^;^ Officers 
from the Penalties They had incurred ; and to capaci- 
tate fucb others as He ihould name in a Lifl to be ^ven 
ta the Houfe, In ihort. They fufter'd Themfelvcs to be 
drawn to the Brink of the Precipice ; but there They 
ftopp'd. They would neither give Him the wholeSup- 
ply of 1,200,000 1. which He ask'di nor fandify by 
the Authority of Parliament the Praftice of keeping up 
a fiandivg Army in Time of Peace ; but rejeded the 
Words moved lor that Purpofe. They would neither 
repeal the Tefl and ^nal Laws ; nor mbmit to his dif 
fenfingf or Jstffending, which was in Eik^kti repealing 
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Pfwer; That is, Thcjr would' not caft Themfelvcs 
headlong down the Precipice ; and becaufe They would 
not. He quareird with them; loft the 700,000 K 
They had voted» rather than fufler Them to fit any 
longer; and never metllietn more. 

Things haftenM now to a Deciiion. The Kin^s 
Defigns were openly avow'd, and deijperatcly pufh'd. 
The Church of England oppoied them, with the ut- . 
moft Vigour. The Dtffenters were cajoled by the 
Court I and They, who had been ready to take Arms 
agabft King Charles^ becaufe He was unwilling to ex- 
clude his Brother^ and who had taken Arms againft 
this Prince^ fince He was on the Throne, became the 
Abettors of his Ufurpations. It were eafy to prove 
This, even by Biftiop Burxefs Account, as much as 
That b foftcn'd; and if the Excufcs, which have 
been made for their Silence againft Popery, in this criti- 
cal Moment, or for their approving and encouraging 
the Exercife of a dijpenfing Power, are to be received, 
one may undertake to excufe, on the fame Principles 
of Reaioning, all thofe Inftancb of Mifcondufl m the 
Church Psfrty, which I have prefumed to cenfare fb. 
fieely. But the Truth is, thefe Excufes are frivolous. 
I could quote fome, that are even burlefqne. Let 
us reverence Truth therefore, and condemn the Diffin- 
ters as frankly, on this Occafion, as we have condcmn'd 
the Members of the Church of England on others. 

The Revolution foon follow 'd. Many of the mofl' 
diftinguifhed Tories, ibme of Thofe, who had canicd 
lugheft the Dodlrines of PaJJive Obedience and Non-Re^ 
fiftanecy weie engaged in it; and the whole Nation 
Was ripe for it. The Whigs were zealous in the fame 
Ckufe; but their Zeal was not fuch as, I think, it h^d 
been fome Years before ; a Zeal without Knowledge \ I 
mean, that it was better tempered, and more prudent y 
conduced. Tho' the King was not the better for his 
Experience, Parties were. Both (aw their Error? , 
The Tories ftopp'd fhort in the Purfuit of a bad Princ:* 
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tie. The Wb'igs reform'd the Abufe of « good Me. fiotii 
had facrificed their Country to their Party. Both ^crific- 
cd, on this Occafion, their Party to their Country. When 
the Dorics tnd the Wb}gs were thus cotliteci, the Ut" 
ter flood no longer in Need of any adventitious Hdp. 
If They did not refufc the Affiflancc of Thofe, who 
had wesJcenM their Cauie more by the Jealoufies and 
Fears, to which They gave both Occaiion apd Pre- 
tence, than They had firengthen*d it by their Numbers; 
yet They fufiered them to have no Influence in their 
Councils, no Dbeftion of their Conduft. The Caufe 
of Liberty was no longer made the Caufe of a Partf, 
by being fet on fuch a Bottom, and pufhM in fuch a 
Manner, as ojte Party alone approved. The Revolution 
V^as plainly defignM to reftore and fecure our Goveni- 
mentf Eccleliaftical and Civil, on true Foundations; 
and whatever might happen to the Kingy there was no 
Room to fulpcft any Change of the Coi^itution. There 
were Some, indeed, concerned in this great and glorious 
Undertaking, who had obfiinately preferved, or light- 
ly taken up, the Republican and other Whimfies^ that 
reign'd in the Days of Ufiirpation and Confuiion. If 
They^ could have prevails, and it was no Fault of 
theirs They did not, the Coalition of Parties had been 
broken ; and, inflead of a Revolution^ we might have 
had a civil Wan perhaps, not even, the fad Chance 
for our Religion and Liberty, But thii Leven was ^ 
near worn out, that it could neither corrupt, nor feem 
any longer to corrupt the Maft of the Whig Party. 
The Party never had been Presbyterians^ nor Repub- 
licanSy any more than They had been Quakers ; any 
more than the ^orj Party had been Papifls^ when, not- 
withftanding their Averfion to Popery^ They were 
undeniably under the accidental Influence -ot Potifi 
Councils. But even the Appearances were now re6U£ea»r 
The Revolution was a Fire, which purged off the 
Drofs of both Parties^ and the Dro6 being purged 
off. They appeared to be the.iknie Meul, and anfwer'd 
the (ame Standard. 

liUilI 
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I IhaU deliver mv' Thoughts, on fbnie other Occ«(i- 
Ml connniutg ihe Dilutes, thitoiore about ;he Jcf^/c- 
mmt if the Crean, tiixi the Ret/ilatiaa i and Ihevv, if 
I do not very much deceive Myfelt, that no Aixuinent 
can be drawn from thence agatnft any Thing I have 
advanced. 

O. I am, S I R, Ik. 



N" ^$^, Satwrdat, fan.ii, 1733-4, 

til Jams SulijiQ cinl'tKHii. 

9* CALEB D'ANVERS, SJit 

S IK, 

HE flayifh P tinc»Iei of P/iJlvf Oitdi' 
t t^f u>d Ntn^RtJifiaiiie , which had 
r Iculk'd perhapa in Ibme old Homilv be- 
I fore King Jamts the ill, but were talk'd, 
written and preich'd bto Vogue in that 
ingloxioiu Rqgn, and in T^fe of hia 
Aree Sncce£brs, were renounced at the RnrsUlifn by 
dK laft of the leveral Partits, who declared for them. 
Not only the Laitj, but the Clergy embraced and co* 
OFeniedin the Delivennc^ which the Prince of Ord»^# 
fannght TTiem. Some of oui Pre/aUi piti'd to invite 
Him over. Their Brethren refiifed to fign An Abhor- 
reace of this Invitaiioii. The Univeriity of Qxfori 
ofier'd Him their Plate, and aflbciaced for Him againft 
thdr King. In one Word, the ConduA of the TinVx, 
tn dm Crills, wu fuch as might have inclined a Man 
to think Tliey had never held Rffijlaaci unlawful, but 
G » M 
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had only diffcrM with the Wbigs about the Degree of 
O^prcffion, or of Danger, which it was neceilkry to 
wait, in order to fanftify Refiftance, Now, it may ap- 
pear at firll a little Arange that tbefe Prtndplis, which 
had always gone Hand in Hand with Thofe of the 
diz'i?ic, hereditary, indefeaxahle Right of Kings^ which 
were jufl as well founded in Reaibn, in Support of which 
the Example of the primitive Chriftians might be pom- 
pouily cited, and to countenance which ibme Texts of 
the Bible might be pioufly flrain*d9 would not keep 
their Hold, and maintain their Influence^ as well as 
the ethers. 

This Attachment to hereditary Right will appear the 
more ftrange, if We conlidcr what Regard was fhewn, 
at this Time, to the Difficulties They, who had pawn'd 
Themfelves, as it were, for the Principle, would be un- 
der, when They came to concur in eftablifliing a Sett It" 
ment repugnant to it. That great and iblenui Reiblu* 
tion, about the Abdication of King James, and the 
Vacancy of the Throne , might have been expreft'd in 
Terms much ftronger and plainer than it was. I have 
heard there were Perfons, who had a Mind it fhould be 
h i and who, more attach^ to the Honour, That is 
the Humour of Party, than to the national Inter eft, in 
this great Event, would have tum*d this Refblution, as 
well as the Declaration of the Prince of Orange, to a 
more exprefs Approbation of the Whig, and a more ex- 
prefs Condemnation of the T^ory Tenets and G)ndaA. 
But a wifer.and honefter Confidcration prevailM. In- 
ilcad of eredling the new Government on the narrow 
Foundations of Party Syftems, the Foundations of it 
wxre laid as wide, and made as compreheniive, as they 
could be. No Man, I believe, at this Time thinks that 
the Vote aflcrtcd too little ; and furcly there was no 
Colour of Rea(bn on the Side of Thofe, who cavill'd 
againU it, at that Time, forafTerting too much. 

The Difputes about the Words abdicate, or difert^ 
and about the Vacancy of the Hrone^ were in Truth 

Ettcr 
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fitter for a Stbofil than an Hdu/e $f Parliammt, and 
might have been expedled in ibme Aflembly d Pedants^ 
\vhere young Students exerciied Thqpiielves in Difpu« 
tation, but not in fuch an auguft AiTembly as That of 
the Lords and Commons ^ met m iblemn Conference upon 
the moft important Occaiion. The Truth is that Thevt 
Vfho fimnM the Oppoiitiouy were reduced to maintain 
Iftrange Paradoxes ; ftranger, in my Opinion^ than nx)it 
of T^ixiky which call fo much Ridicule on the Stoieks 
of dd. Thu«, for Inlfaince, They were forced to ad- 
mit ^t an opprefs*d People might ieek their Remedy ia 
Refiftancoi for They had fought it there Themfdves t 
and yet. They oppofed making Ufe of the on^ Remeif^ 
which could e^sdually fecure Them againft Returns 
of the fame Oppreffion, when Refiftanee had put it in 
theur Power, as Ofpreffion had given Them a Right to 
nie this Remedj, Surely This mufl appear a Parador, 
and a very abiurd one too> if We eonfider that Rejift-^ 
ance^ in all fuch Otfes, is the Mean^ ^nA future Securi" 
ty the Endi and that the former is impertinent, nay 
wicked in the higheft Degree^ if it be not employ'd to 
obtain the latter. Thus ag^in, xhtfame Men declar^ 
Themfelves willing to iecure the Nation againfl the Re* 
mm of ELing James to that Throne, which He had 
abdicated i or, according to Them, deferted-, nay, ibme 
of Them were ready, if We may credit the Anecdotes 
of that Time, to proceed to fuch extream Re(blutions» 
as woald have been more efiedlual, than juftifiable in 
the Eyes of Mankind ; and yet I'hey could not pre<* 
vail on their icrupuious Confcieiices to declare the Tbrom 
vacant. They had concurr'd in the Vote, that it was 
imonfiftent with the Laws^ Liberties and Religion of 
England to have a Papiil rule over the Kingdum, King 
yames had fbllow'd the pious Example of Sigifmond^ 
who, not content to lofe the Crown of Sweden Bimje^ 
for hb Religion, had carried his Son away, that ^ 
might be bred a Papifi, and lofe it too j ana yet Thejr 
jiuioiainM> thoiigh They did not exprdly name Him« 
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thtt if the Throne was then, or fhould be at tny Time 
vacant of the Father , it muft be reputed indantaneoufly 
full of the Son 9 upon the Foundation of this filly Axiom, 
that the King never dies. According to this Law, and 
thefe Politicks, King James and his Succeflbrs, to the 
twentieth Generation, might hare continued abroad, « 
Race of Royal Exiles, prefeiving their indefeazabU 
Right to govern, but dcbarr'd from the Exereife of it ; 
whilfl the Nation continued, during all this Time, 
from Century to CenturV, under the DciUnion of ^^- 
gentSy with regal Juthorit^^ but without tny regal 
Right \ an excellent Expedient fure to keep tne- Mo- 
narchy in an hereditary Succejfion ! But there remained 
none tetter, on the Principles of thefe Men i fmce the 
Prince of Orange had committed the fatal Overiight of 
negleiUng to eonquer the Nation. His Sword would 
have cut the Gordian Knot of hereditary Rights and 
They could have fubmitted with £ife Confciences to a 
Conqueror, But to give the Crown to a Prince^ though 
They had put the whole Jdminiftration into his Hands i 
which, by the Wav, was High Treafniy unlefs the 
Throne was, what They denyM it to be, aftnally va- 
tant ; to give the Crown I fay, to a Prinee, who 
wonid not take it, when it was in his Power to 
take it, without their Confent i to ietde a new 
Government by Agreement and ComfaB^ when the 
gtorbus Opportunity of eftablifhing it by Toree and 
Canqueft had been unhappily lod ; Thefe were Propo- 
iitions, to which They could not confent. King Jamet 
bad violated the fundamental Laws, which He had 
promircd over and over and fwom to maintain. He 
iud fhewn by his firft Efcape^ when nothing was more 
impoled on Him than to wait the Rc.blutions of a/rrr 
Parliament^ that He would renounce his Crown rather 
than fubmit tolccureefic^ually the Obfervation of thefe 
Laws. He had made a fecond Efcapcy which was vo- 
luntary as well as t};c firft , and made on the fame Prin- 
ciple, again ft the In treaties of his Friends, at the Infti- 
gacioo-ol lUiS Jamc Cck,icih as had dircAcd his former 

Con- 
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Cbndu£t, and on a Letter from the S^jfff", cUiming his 
Promlie to do (6, Notwithfttnding all thele keafons* 
ThejTy who maintain*d the hereditarji Right of our Kings^ 
reduc«d Themfelvea, and would have reduced their 
Country, to the abfurd Neceffitv of altering the Con- 
llitution, under Pretence of prelerving ir. No Kins^ 
except a Stuart^ was to reign over U5. But We might 
eAablifli a Doge^ a Lord Arcbc/t, a Regent ; and thus 
thefe warm Affcrtorsof Monanht rcfufing to hcS/aveu 
contended to be RepubiUans, Many more Paradoxes 
of equal Extravagance might be cited, which were ad- 
vanced dire£lly, or which refuhed plainly from the Ar- 
gnments employ*d on one Side of the Qacflion in thofe 
Diiputet. But the Inilances I have cited may fhffice for 
our pre(ent Purpole, and may (erve to fhew that al- 
though Difficulties hard to iblve in Speculation, or to 
fCfnove in Pra£\ice» will arife in the Purfuit of the moft 
ntional Principles ; yet fuch Abfurdities as Thefe can 
never arife, except from the moil irrational, and always 
inuft ariie from fuch. 

If the Perfons, who maintainM this divine^ bercditary 
imdifkn^nbh Right of our Kings, had thought fit to drop 
thefe Principles, when They laid afide Thofe of PaJJfve 
Obedience and Non-Rcjiflance, and no tolerable Rcafon 
can be given why They did not, their Condu^ would 
have been coniiftent and uniform on this great Occafion | 
and this Cbnfilkncy and Uniformity would have been 
produ^ve of great Good, by taking away at once even 
the Appearances of all rolitical Divifion m the Bulk of 
the Nation. But whild They laboured to reconcile 
their frefent ConduR to their antient Syflem, They were 
true to neither. They had gone much farther than This 
would allow, and then They refufed to go as far as the 
0ther required, in order to m fafe, and therefore in or- 
der to be juttificd. They loft every Kind of Merit; 
the rJiimcrical Merit of adhering to a Set oi filly Prin* 
eiples i the real Merit of facrificing their Prejudices to 
ihe compleat Delivcranoe of their Country from the re- 
cent 



So m^^ Craftsman. K^393» 

cent Danger of Popery and arbitrary Power. Nay, 
They did worfe ; for the mifchlevous Coniequences di 
their Condu6l were not hurtful to Them alone, and at 
that Time alone, but to the Publick, and even down to 
thefe Times. They furnifh'd Pretence to Fa^ions, who 
kept up a Divifion under the old Names^ when the 
Differences were really extinguifhM by the Condu£l of 
both Parties ; becaufe the Condudl m both Parties was 
no longer ponformable to Uie Principles imputed to 
Them . The Tories had no longer any Pretence of fear- 
ing the Defigns of the Wbtgs ; fmce the Whigs had fuf- 
ficien|ly purged Themfelves from all Sufpicion of Re* 
publican Views, by their Zeal to continue monarchical 
Government, and of Latitudinarian Schemes in Point of 
Religion^ by their ready Concurrence in preferving our 
Ecclefiaftical Eftablijhmenty and by their infilling on 
nothing farther, in favour of the Dijfenters, than that 
Indulgence, which the Church was moft willing to 
grant. The Whigs had as little Pretence of fearing the 
Tories ; fince the Tories had purged Themfelves, in the 
moft fignal Manner, from all Sufpicion of favouring 
Popery J or arbitrary Power, by the vigorous Refiflance 
They made to both. They had engaged, TIjey had 
taken the Lead in the Revolution, and They were fiiUy 
determined againft the Return of King James, Thus 
real EfTences of Whig and Tory were thus deftrov'd j but 
the nominal were preferved, and have done fince that 
Time a good Part of the Mifchief, which the real did 
before. The Oppofition made to the Settlement of tbi 
Crown brought This about. An over-curious Enquirv 
into the Motives of this Oppofition would be a Task 
t X) invidious for Me to undertake. Something however 
mz.v be faid upon it. We may fay in general, without 
O^nce, \\\ii\, private Ambition mingled itfelf early in the 
great and national Concerns of the Revolution ; and that 
it did fo morCf as the Profpeft of a new Settlement, and 
of the Elevation of the Prince of Orange approached. 
Expectations were railed ; Difappointmcnts were given^ 

or 



N^393* ^#Cea?t8Mak» 8i 

er ferefecn ; and « Variety of Motives of the fame 
Kind began to influence very flrongly the Conduct of 
the principal Adors. Some endeavoux'd to lay the 
Foundations of their Fortune by Demonftrations of 
a peribnal Attachment to the rrince ; which were 
carried on^ I doubts a little too independendy of the 
Regard dne to their Country, in ibme Cafes ; particu- 
larly, if I miftake not, in That of the Declaration tf 
Rights I of which We may pronounce, and Experience 
wiU juftify us, that it was too looie, too imperfedl, and 
nothing le^ than proportionable to the Importance of the 
OccafioD, and the fiivourable Circumdances of the Con« 
^ott^hue. Others there were, who imagined that the 
ihorteft and fureft Way hx Them to take, in Pnrfnit of 
tise iame View, waii to make Themfelvcs confiderable 
by OfpofitiQn^ to form a Party, and maintain a Struggle 
fcr perjonal Power, under Pretence and Umbrage of 
Prhififle. This was, without Doubt, the Motive of 
fime paiticolar,' leading Men ; and could not be, at 
leaft at firft, the Motive of Numbers. But there was 
smother Motive, which eafily became That of Numbers, 
faecaufe it arofe out of a Fund common to all Men, the 
Perverfity of human Nature, according to an Obferva- 
tioa made in one of the(e Papers. Whilfl the Event 
of the Prince of Orangi% Expedition was undecided, 
Men remain*d under &e full influence of their Fears^ 
which had determined Them to a6t againfi their Pre* 
juiices. But when the Revolution was iecure, and 
thefe Fears were calm'd, thefe PrejuJicei refumed, in 
ibme Degree, their former Power, and the more for 
being revived and encouraged by Men of deputation 
and Authority, who argued for ibme, and might as 
fcafbnably have argued for all the Errors, in Contra- 
diftion to which mod of Them had aded, nay, and 
were ready to acl. With foch Views, and by fuch 
Means, were many brought, at this Time, to entangle 
Them (elves in a Maze of inextricable Abfurdities. 
Had They oivn'd candidly and fiurly, that their Prin- 
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eipks, as well as Thofc of the Whigs^ were carried too 
high in the former Difputes of Parties^ and that tbffe 
Principles could not be true, fincc TYity found Thcm- 
ielves a^ially in a Situation, wherein it was not pofli- 
ble to a^ agreeably to them without manifefl Abiuraity^ 
the Dillindlion, as well as the Difierence, of Whig 
and Tory had been at an End. But contrary Meafures 
produced a contrary EiFeft. They kept up the Appear- 
ancef, and They could keep up no more, of a fFb^ 
and a Tory Party, and with thefe Appearances a great 
Part of the old Animofity. The two Names were 
founded about the Nation ; and Men, who hvf the 
fame Enfigns flying, were not wife enough to perceives 
or not honed enough to own, that the iame Giafe wtf 
no longer concerned ; but lifled Themfelves on either 
Side, as their Prejudices at firft, and their Inclinations, 
or other Motives, which arofe in the Progrefi of their 
CbnteHs, diredled Them afterwards; Whigs Ytrr 6bak 
under the Tory Standard; Tories ycry often under the 
fHftg Standard. 

Tills general Reprelentation, which I have made ef 
the State of Parties at the Revo/utiort, is, I am verily 
perfuaded, exadly juft ; and it might be fupported bv 
many particular Proofs, that I chtt& rather to fuggeft, 
than to mention. But if any Doubt remains, let us 
analyfe the feveral Parties of that Time a little niore» 
reduce them to their firfl and real Principles, and then 
pronounce whether We find the Whig, or the Tory 
Party, fubfiAing among Them. 

In the firft Place then there was a Party, that con« 
curr'd in making the nem Settlement ; a Party, thatpre- 
vail*d in Parliament, and was by much the Majority of 
the N^on out of it. Were the Wbigs this Majority ? 
Was this Party a Whig Party f No Man will prefume 
to affirm Co notorious an Untruth. The Whigs vvere 
i^ horn the being this Majoritv; and King James mufi 
have dyed on the Throne, it the Tories had not ocHi- 
cuir'd to place the PrinCe tiT Orange there in hb ftead« 
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Was this Parry a Tory Party then ? Certainly no. 
Hie JVbigs had been zealous in the fame Caufe, and 
had contributed to niake it fuccefsful by their Temper, 
as well as their Zeal; by waiting the Time of the 
Tories^ or rather the Maturity of the Conjundure^ and 
by moderadng their Principles and their ConduA, in 
Favour of that Coalition^ without which the Revolutim 
could have fucceeded no more than the Exclufim did. 
We find then here neither a Whig^ nor a Tory Party ; 
for in Coalitions of this Kind, where two Parties are 
melted, as it were, into one, neither of them can be 
£udy with Truth and Propriety, to ejciil. 

There was another Party dire^lly oppofite to This ; a 
certain Number of Men, on whom the original Taints 
cianfinitted down from King James the ifi, remain*d 
ftiU in the full Strength of its Malignity. Thefe Men 
adhered to thofi Principles^ in the natural Senfe and faVL 
Extent of them, which the Tories had profeisM. But 
yet, the Tories having renounced thefe Principles^ or 
aifUngui(h*d Themielves out of any Obligation to ob* 
ferve them, this inconfiderable Faction could not be 
deemM the Tory Party^ but received the Naaae of Ja* 
cobite with more Propriety. 

Two other Parties there were at this Time, form^fl 
on one common Prindple, but widely different how- 
ever, by the different Confequences They drew from it. 
The Principle I mean is That containM in the Dl- 
ftin£Uon of a King de Jure^ and a King de Fa6lo. 
The fiunous Statute of Henry the 7th authorized this 
Diftin^Hon. The Statute was defignM principallyt no 
doubt, for the Advantage of the Subjeils^ that They 
might be iafe, whichever Side prevailed in an Ag?, 
when the epidemical Folly of fighting for different 
Pretender i had ^ilt Oceans of Blood on the Scaffold, 
as well as in the Field ; and yet the Statute was defign*d 
for the Service of Kings de FaBo too, and particularly 
of Henry the 7th. llie Author of hereditary Right 
mjjferted would have us believe odierwife ; and yet forely 
nothing can be more evident than This, that if King 
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Henry \!ixzfeventh\ Right had been as unqueftionable as 
He Ibppofes, and I prefume to deny that it was, jrct 
He would have been declared a King de FaSlo only, if 
the Intrigues of the Dutchefs of Burgundy, and the 
Fa6lion of York had facceeded ; and confequently this 
Provifion for the Safety of his Adherents, in that 
poflible Contingency, gave Strength to Him, as it would 
nave given Strength to any other Prince, whiUl it at- 
tached his Adherents to Him by the apparent Security 
it provided ; for this Author contends that it did not 
ellablifh a real Security, and adviies us to fufpend our 
Judgment on the Validity of this Statute, till We fee 
what the Opinion of Parliaments or the Judges, may he^ 
whenever a King de Jure fhall dij^ojfefs a King dt 
TaHo, He refers us ad Calendas Gr^cas. 

But there are two Obfervations to be made to our 
prefent Purpofe on this Statute, which feem to Mc na- 
tural and plain. Firft, it confounds in Efieft the very 
Diflin6\ion it feems to make ; fince it (ecures alike, and 
by lecuring alike authorizes alike Thofe, who adhere to 
the King de Jure, and Thofe, who adhere to the Kit^ 
de FaSfOy provided They adhere to the King inPqffeffion, 
Secondly, it was contrived to hinder People, according to 
my Lord Bacon* s Scnfe of it, from bufying Themfehes 
in prying into the Kin£s Title, and that SidjeBs might 
not trouble Them/elvet with Enquiries into the Jufintjs df 
the King^s Tttle, or parrel. Now, upon the Founda- 
tion of this DiftinAion, and this Statute, thus under- 
ftood. They, who demurr'd on the Settlement of" tbt 
Crown, at the Revolution, might plaufibly, though I 
think very unreafonably, refolve neither to vote, nor aft 
Themfelves againft thofe Maxims and Principles, which 
They had entertained and profefc'd, as Maxims of Law, 
and Principles of the Conltitution, and yet refolve to 
fubmit fincerely, and adhere faithfully to a new Efla- 
blijhment, when it was once made. But the other rfthe 
two Parties I mentioned drew from the fame Principle, 
6f diilinguiihing between a King de FaHo and a King 
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de ^urij a very difierent Conclufion. They acknow- 
ledged one King, and held their Allegiance ftiU due to 
another. They bound Themfelves by Oath to preferve 
a Settlement y which They pretended Themfelves in Con- 
fcience obliged to fubvert. This was to jullify Perfidy ; 
to ianftify Perjury ; a> remove the (acred Boundaries of 
Right and Wrong ; and, as far as in Them lay, to teach 
Mankind to call Good evil, and Evil good. 

Such were the three Divifions, into which Men broke 
at the Revolution, in oppoling the Stttlement then made; 
whilft the great Body of the Nation concurrM in it, 
and W7^ig and Tory form'd in Reality but one Party. 
The firft of thefe Divifions continued, and became a 
FaSiitm in the State, but made no Profelytcs, and is 
worn out by Time. The Principle of ihtfecond was 
wrong, but it could not be reputed dangerous, whilft 
it lafted, and it feems to have been built on fo narrow 
and ilippery a Foundation, that it did not continue long 
in Force. I may be the more bold in aflerting This, 
fince if We look back to the -/Era of the Revolution^ and 
to the Times, which follow'd, We Ihall find among 
Thofe, who voted for a Regent, not a King, on the 
Abdication of King James, feme illuftrious Perfons, 
who ferved King JViiliam feithfully, who adhered in- 
violably to our nezv Efinblijhmcnt, and who have been 
diftinguifh'd Friends of the SucceJJton, that hath now 
taken Place. That there have been Perfons, who dc- 
fervc to be rank*d under the third Head, is too noto- 
rious to be deny'd ; but I perfuade myfelf that this Di- 
'vifion hath confifted always of a flux Body. On one 
Hand, it is fcarcc poffible to believe that any Number 
of Men fhould be 'io hardened, as to avow to Them- 
felves, and to one another, the adling and peril fling to 
a^ on a Principle fo repugnant to every Nfljk>i| 
and Sentiment, that harbour in the Breafls of fbcial 
Creatures. On the other, We know how the Sallies 
and Transport* of Party, on fome Occafion?, can 
Jiurry even reafonable Men to aft on tlie uioft abfurd. 

Vol. yAl. H " and 
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and banell Men to a& on the moft unjulKfiabJe Princi- 
ples, or both one and the other on no Principles at all, 
according as the Objed, which the prevailing Pxffion 
prefcnts 10 Them, direfts. This hath been the Cafe of 
many, fince the Revolulicn ; and there arc (bme of all 
Sides, 1 believe, ftill alive, fure I am that there were 
fome a few Vears ago, who know ihat no Side is ablb- 
lutely unexceptionable in this Refpeft. Q. 
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The famt SxijeS ttmlinKid. 

Tff CALEB D' AN VERS, Efyi 

SIR, 

SUT whatever' the State of ^*r//«w«« 
\ at the RevoluticB, and for fome Time 
f afterwards, the Settltmtnt made at that 
( Time having eontinoed, thut Sutc of 
t Parlies hath changed gradaally, though 
■ ilowly, and hath receiv'd at length, ac- 
C(»ding to the neceflary Courfe of Things, a total Al- 
teration. This Alteration would have been fotnier 
wrought, if the Aitcnipt I have mention'd, to defend 
Principles no longer dcfenfiblc, had not fumiOi'd the 
Occafion and Prcience lo keep up the Appearancea of a 
?^ and a Whig Parly. Some of Thofe, who had 
been called Turks furniiVd this Picierce. They, who 
had been call'd f^'^igs, lei/ed and improved it. The 
Advantages to (ue £iVi*, the Difadvantages to the 6tb<r, 
the Mil'ehiefi to the whole, \\hich have enfued, I need 
Lot (kducc. It fl.al] luffice to obicrve, that thele Ap- 
fcar- 
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peanmces were the more eafy to be kept up, becaufe 
feveral Men, who had flood confpicuous in Oppofition 
to one another before the Revolutiotty continued an Op- 
pofition, though not the fame, afterwards. Frefh Pro- 
vocations were daily given, and frefh Pretences for Di- 
vifion daily taken. Thefe Contells were prc.cnt ; they 
recaird Thofc, that had p.ift in the Time of King 
CbAi'les the 2d; and both Sides forgot that Union, 
which their common Danger and their common Interefl 
kid form'd at the Revolution. Old Reproaches were rc- 
new'd, new ones invented, againlt the Party call'd 
Whigs y when . They were as complaiknt to a Ci'//r/ as 
ever the Tories had been ; again ft the Party call'd Tories^ 
when They were as jealous of publick Liberty, and a3 
frugal oi publick Money , as ever the /^i'/g'j had been. 
Danger to the Church, on one Side, and Danger to the 
State, on the other, were apprehended from Men, who 
meant no Harm to either ; for thougli Dijfenters mingled 
TTiemlclvc3 on one Side, and Jacobites on the other, and 
notwithftanding the Leanings of Parties in Favour of 
Thole^ by whom They were abetted ; yet is it a certain 
Truth, that the Struggle was in the mam for Pozvcr, 
Hot Principle^ and that there was no formal Defign laid, 
on one Side, to deftroy the Church, nor, on the other, 
the State, The Cavils, which may be made, and the 
Fafts, which may be cited, fome of older, and fome 
of freflier Date, againft what hath been here faid, do 
liot efcape Me. Men of Knowledge, and of cool and 
candid Thought, will anfwer one, and account for the 
other, without my Help ; and I cannot refolve, for the 
Sake of the Paffionate, nor even of the Ignorant, to de- 
icend upon this Subjedl into a greater Detail. 

I pafs to That, which is cloler to my prefent Purpofe, 
and of more immediate Ufe ; and I fay that as the na-^ 
tural Di{i>ofitions of Men are altered and form'd into 
different moral Charafters by Education, fo the Spirit 
of a Conftitution of Government, which is confiim'd, 
improved and ftrengthenM by the Courfe of Events, and 
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efpecially by Thofe of fruitlefs Oppofition, in a long 
Traft of Time, will have a proportionable InHueiicc od 
the Reaibning, the Sentiments, and the Condudl of 
Thofe, who are fubjeft to it. A difib-ent Spirit and con- 
trary Prejudices may prevail for a Time. But the 
Spirit and Principles of the Conftitution will prevail at 
lafl. If one be unnatural, and the other abfurd, and 
That is the Cafe in many Governments, a vigorous Eac- 
crcife of Power, fignal Rewards, fignal Puniihments, 
and Variety of other fecondary Means, which in fuch 
Conftitutions are never wanting, will however main- 
tain, as long as they are employ'd, both the Spirit and 
the Principles. But if the Spirit and Principles of a 
Conftitution be agreeable to Nature, and the true Ends 
of Government, which is the Cafe of the prelcnt Con- 
ftitution of the Britijh Government^ they want no fuch 
Means to make them prevail. They not only fioorifh 
without them, but they would fade and dye away with 
them. As Liberty is nourifti'd and fupported by fuch a 
Spirit and fuch Principles, fo they arc propagated by 
Liberty. Truth and Rca'bn arc often able to »^t the 
better of Authority in particular Minds ; but Truth and 
Reafbn, with Authority on their Side, will carry Num- 
bers, bear down Prejudices and become the y^ry 
Genius of a People. The Projfe!s they make is always 
fure, but fometinies not obfervablc by every Eye. Con- 
trary Prejudices may fccni to maintain ihemfclvcs in 
Vigour, and thefc Picjudices may be kept up long by 
Paffion and by Artifice. But when Truth and Reafon 
continue to aft witliout Reftraint, a little fooner, or a 
Jiitlc later, and often when this Turn is leaft exrcdcd, 
the Prejudices vanifti at once, and Truth and Rca;'bn 
triumph without any Ri^al. 

The ConiHtut'o'i of Er^/ar^/ had been fecn in two 
very dilleicpt Ii.;:.iitf, for almoll a Century before the 
Rnclutiot: ; fo ilat ticrc h no Room to Ix furprized at 
the great Oppoii' ion, v.hich .ippcarM (when i\vzPf^big 
and '7^7 Pur:::: arofc a vcrv fc'v Years before that 

iEra,) 



d£n,) between Principles, which, as oppofite as they 
were, each Side pretended to eUablifh on the Nature of 
one and the fame Conftitution; How This happened, 
hath been often lunted, and I have not here Room ta 
explain any ^rthcr. Let us be fatiafy^d that it is no 
loDgpr the Cafer Cur Conftitution is no longer a Myfte- 
Ty. The Power of the Crown is now exaftly limired i 
the Chiinaera of Prerogative removed ; and the Rights 
9f the SubjeB are no longer problematical, (hough iome 
Things neceflary to the more effedlual Security of them 
may be ftill wanting. Under fhii Conftitution, the 
greateil Part of the Men now alive were born. They 
lye under no Pretence of Obligation id any other, and 
to the Support of This They are bound by all the Tiea 
of Sdciety^ and all the Motives of Intereft^ 

Let us prove what we advance ; and that We may 
do ib ad Homines^ let us borrow our Argument from 
the great Champion of hereditary Rights Having men- 
tioned, in his IntrpdudUon, what he endeavours pom- 
poufly, but vainly, to eftabfilh in his Book, in Favour 
of hereditary Right y a Prefcription of nine Centuries, 
a continual Claim of five hundred and fifty Years, He 
attempts to convince us by ^ novel Law, and a modern 
Conftitutim, This modern Conftitution is the A^ cf 
Recognition, in the iirft of King James the rft. The 
Decferations there made, in Favour of hereditary Right; 
zre no Doubt as ftrong as Words can frame^ and the 
Words are fuch as would tempt one to think, hy die 
FulHan they compofe, that his Majcfty himfclf had 
pcnnM them^ From hence it is concluded , that fince 
the Vows and ASs of Father5''-''^bi?rd their Poftefity*^ 
nir ASij till the Society hath revoked it lawjiil/y, lays the 
fame Obligation on every Member cf the Society., as if 

He bad ptrfonally confentcd to it. If this ASl then? 

waa lawfully revoked, or repeal'd,. another nwel La»;. 
contrary to it, might be made equally binding ;: tut 
neither this Aff, nor the A£t of the r2th of Charles^ 
2d, affitming the Crown to appertain Ify jnft and: 
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un.'loubtcd R't^bt to the King, his Heirs and lawful Suc- 
celFors, liaving been exprcfly rcpeard, We ftill lye un- 
der the Tame Obligations, and every Settlement, contrary 
to them, and by Confequcnce the Settlement made at the 
Revolution, is unlawful. Now I ask, was not the Will 
of Henry the 8th, which excluded the whole Scetijb 
Line, made in Purfuance, and by the Authority of an 
Aft pafs'd in the 25th Year of his Reign? Hath not 
this jiutbor ]\iMf& the Validity of this Will, much to 
his own Satisfaftion, and, I believe, to That of his 
Readers ? Was this Will lawfully revoked ? Was this 
Statute exprejiy repcal'd ? I ask farther, whether beredi- 
tary Right, and the Obligations of SubjeSis to it^ could 
be made immutable and . eternals as this Author aflerts 
that they were by the ASl of Recognition, without a 
manifeft Contradiftion to the AEt of Queen ElizaBetb^ 
which declares the Power of Parliament to limit and 
bind the Succefiion to the Crown ? Was this Aft exprejly 
repeaPd ? That Kirg James the ift fucceeded lawfully 
againft Law, our Author is fond to maintain, and the 
Propofition is not unlike That of fome Popifh Cafuifts;, 
who aflert that his Holinefs Jure tot ef contra Jvs de^ 
icrnerey can decree rightfully againft Right ; but if thefc 
Queflions are fairly anfwer'd, it will refult from fuch 
Anfwers, and from the Arguments I have quoted, that 
this novel Law, this modern Conftitution, is a mccr 
Illufion; that it never bound any Member of the Society ; 
and that the Parliament had as much Right to make the 
Settlement in 1688, notwithflanding xht Jff of Recog- 
nition, as the Parliament had to make this A^ in 1603, 
notwithftanding the two Alts I have mention'd, and the 
Will of Henry the 8th, made by Virtue of ihtfirft of 
them. This wayward and forlorn hereditary Right mull 
therefore fall to the Ground, or be fupportcd by the 
fuppofcd Prefcription of nine Centuries, and Claim of 
fve and an half, which no intelligent Man, who reads 
this Book, will be perfuaded that the Author hath pro- 
ved a Jot better, than the uninterrupted Succeflion of 
Fopes, from St. Peter down to his prefcnt Holinefs, is 

proved 
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proved by the learned Antiquaries, of Ifa/y, If tj[ns 
AB of Recognition be urged, as it fometimes is, to fhew 
the declared Senfe of tie three Eftates of the Kingdom^ 
which Declaration was obtained, it ieems, in an Hurry, 
fince the AB was read three Times in one Houfe the 
fame Day ; the declared Senfe of the three Eft ate s^ not 
pronounced in an Hurry, but after the moft iolemn De- 
bates and Conferences, may be urged with much greater 
Weight in Favour of our prefent Settlement. Jf this 
JIB of Recognition f notwithftanding what hath been ob- 
je^ed, be urged as a Law^ which had. the Affent of a 
Kii^, in Oppoiition to the Proceedings of the Conven- 
tion, by which King William and Queen Mary were 
nifed to the Throne ; the Anfwer is oEvious and con* 
duiive. The Circumftances of the ttoo Cafes are very 
different ; but when they come to be weigh'd in a fair 
Ballance, Thoie, which attended the Setdement of the 
Crown on the Revolution, will be found at leaft as con- 
^mable to Realbn, to Law, and to Pradlice, as Thoie, 
which attended the Eftabliihment of the Stuart Fa^ 
mily. Queen Elizabeth defign'd King James the ift 
to be her Succeflbr ; the Nation concurr'd to make Him 
fo ; neither She nor They paid any Regard to the Law, 
which flood in his Way. Their Reafons for adling in 
this Manner are eafy to be difcovef*d in the Hiftory of 
that Time ; and on the fame Authority We may cer- 
tainly conclude, that They would not have aftcd in 
thb Manner, if King James had been, like his Mo- 
ther, a profefs^d Papift, Thus He got into the Throne ; 
and when he was there. He got, like other Kings, fucb 
a fitle, as He chofe to fland upon, agnized, or recog" 
nized, by his Parliament- The Settlement at the Re- 
volution was made by a Convention of the Lords Spiritu- 
al and Temporal, and a full and free Rcprefentative of 
the whole Body of the People. When King William and 
Queen Mary were once fetded on the Throne, this Set- 
tlement wa5 continued and coaiiim*d by an A^cmblage 

of 
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of nU the legijlative Powers. He, who will difpute the 
Validity of thcfc Proceedings, muft fhew therefore 
jfirft of all, what hath never yet been Ihcwn, {na, not 
by the Author I have fo often quoted) the Invalidity of 
the Proceedings of thofe Parliamefits, which raifed Ed' 
ward the 3d and Henry the 4th to the Throne ; which 
were callM as irregukrlyy though by Writs in. the 
Names of Edward the 2d and Richard the 2d, as it 
can be pretended that the Convention was. He muft 
Ihew the Invalidity of the Proceedings even of that 
AJfembly^ by which Charles the 2d was called home, 
till their Proceedings became valid by a fubfequent 
Confirmation. He muft fhew farther, how any of 
the Laws of the Princes of the Houfe of Lancafter 
came to be conftantly received and executed^ a little 
better than the Author of hereditary Right ajferted 
hath done, by afluring us on this Word, that it was by 
the Sufferance of Edward the ^h, and his Succeffirs, 
and the Approbation of the People. He muft account 
for the Continuance in Force of the Laws of Richard 
the 3d, and of Henry the 7th, a little better tlian the 
fame Author does, by the Deficiency of Hevry the 
JeventF^ Title, (which, upon another Occalion, He 
magnifies, though upon This He afiirms it to 
have been no better than That of Richard the 3d.) 
and by the great Refpedl of Henry the 8th for 
his Father. When this hath been once fhewn, it will 
be Time to think of a Reply. In the mean while. We 
v.'ill obfcrve that befides the PalEon and Party Spirit, 
which pofTefs almoft all Thofe, who write on tliis Sub- 
jedl, there is a Diftinftion, which fhould be conftantly 
made in Cafes of this Nature, and which They never 
make, or never make cxaftly enough. ^ They coin pare 
the Proceedings, witheut comparing the Situations. 
Necejpty and SelfPrefen^ation are the great Laws of 
Nature, and may welldiipcnfe with thcflrift QbfcrvaT 
don of the common Forms of any particular Coiiftitti- 

tion. 
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tion. Either the Convention muft have fallen into the 
Abfurdities I have already mentionM; or have caird 
back King James^ which would have been Hill a 
greater Abfurdity; or have left this Country in ab- 
folute Anarchy; or done what They did. What 
They did, was done as near as poffibly to the Spirit of 
our Conftitution^ the Forms of our Laws^ and the Ex- 
amples oi former Times, Tliey had tlic Merit ; thc"r 
Pofterity hath the Benefit', nay He, who would fay 
that They had the Guilt, not the "Merit, muft ft ill allow 
that their Pollerity hath the Be?iefity without Iharing the 
Guilt i and, upon the whole Matter, I fliall venture to 
affert that He, who fcruples, or prctcn Is? to fcruplc, at 
this Time, the Validity o^ omy prcfcnt Coffftitutioji, is no 
wifer, or elfe no honeftcr, than He would be, who 
fhouli fcruplc, or pretend to fcruplc, the Validity of 
Magna Chart a, I have often wiftiM that feme profound 
Antic^uary, of much Lcifurc, would write an elaborate 
Treatilc to aflert royal Prerogative againft \\iz great Char- 
ter, as well as hereditary Right againft the Revolution, 
I am perfuadcd, that He would fuccccd alike in both. 
Why, indeed, fliould a Charter, extorted by Force, 
and therefore vicious in its Principle, ftand on a better 
Foot, or have more Regard paid to it, than a Settle- 
ment made in Oppfition to a divine, and therefore in- 
defeaxable Right ? I (ay, and therefore indefenxahk ; 
becaufe if it be not proved to be fomcthing more than 
human, it will hardly be proved indefeazablc. But I 
quit this Subjcdl; upon which, perhaps, you may 
think I have fpent my Time as ill, as I fhouLl have 
done, if I had preach'd againft the Koran at Paulas. 
It is Time to fpeak of the Motives of Intcrcft, by which 
Wc are bound, as well as by the Tycs of Duty, to 
ftipport the prefent Conjlitution . 

Upon this riead, a few Words will be fulHcicnt ; 
fincc I prefumc that no Prejudices can be ftrong enough 
to create much Diverfity of Opinion, in a Cale fo very 
clear, and capable of being ftatcd fo fhortly. Whether 
the Revolution altered our old Conjlitution for the better, 

or 



^4 ^'^ Grafts M A K. N^ 35^4. 

or rcnczv'J it, and brought it back to x\itjirft Prim* 
p/rs, and nearer to the primitk'c Injlitution^ Ihall not 
be difputcd here. I think the latter^ and every Man 
niLift think that one or the otbir was ncccflary, who 
conliJcrs, in the firll Place, how the Majefty and 
Auhority of the Pnr.cc began lo Twcll above any 
Pitcli, proportionable to the R:irik of chief Magiftr ate, 
or jl; pre mc HraJ, in a free StiUc ; by liow many Arb 
thj Prcnztitk'c cf the Cro^vn h:x\ b^cn llrctcli'd, and 
ho.v m-Any Preceili'nts, litiij wvn-.Kabli* to Lil^irty, had 
bc:'i fct, even before the Acccflion of the Sc^tijh L/Ne; 
an 1 who confidcrs, in ilic next Placj, the circft Ten- 




S/ave/y 

as a political, a moral, f nd a religious Oi>ligation ; 
which. King Jamei the ill was too iucccfbful in elhi- 
bliHiing; but neither K?, nor his /-^r/rcv;<r'<7z?// were able 
to puriiie. What thefe Conftdcraiions made nccoflkr)', 
was done at the Revolution \ at Icall, fo far as to put it 
into our Power to do the Reft. A Spirit oi Liberty ^ 
tranfmitted down from our Saxon Anccftors^ and the 
unknown Ages of our Government, prefer ved itfelf' 
through one almoft continual Struggle, againfl the 
Ufurpations of our Princes^ and the Vices of ourPrfl//<r; 
and They, whom neither ih^PIantagenets, nor the 
luciGrs could enilavc, were incapable of fuffering their 
Rights and Privileges to be raviftiM from Them by the 
Stuarts. They bore with the laft King of tliis unhappy 
Race, till it was fhameful, as it mult have been ^tal, 
to bear any longer; and whilft They aflertcd their 
Liberties, They refuted and anticipated, by their 
Temper and their Patience, all the Objeftions, which 
foreign and domeftick Abettors oi Tyranny are apt to 
make againft the Conduft of our Nation towards their 
Kings. Let us jullify this Condudl, by perlifling in 
ir, and continue to ourfeives the peculiar Honour of 
maintaining tlie Freedom o^Q^xGotbick hftitution ef 

Government^ 
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Government, when fo many other Nations, who en* 
joyM the fame, have loft theirs. 

If a divine, indefeazable, hereditary Right to govern 
a Community be once acknowledged, a Right indepen- 
dent of the Community, and which vefts in every fuc- 
cdfive Prince immediately on the Death of his rrede- 
ceflbr, and previoufly to an^ Engagement taken on his 
Part towards the People j if the People once acknow- 
ledge Themfelves bound to fuch Princes by the- -f yes 
of Paffive Obedience and Non-Refiftance, by an Alle- 
gtance unconditional, and not reciprocal to Prote^ion ; 
if a Kind of oral Lazv, or myfterious Cabbala, which 
-Phariiees of the black Gown and the long Robe are al- 
wsys at Hand to report and interpret, as a Prince 
deiires, be oace added, like a fupplcmcntal Code, to 
the known Laws of the Landi then, I fay, fuch 
Princes have the Power, if not the Right, given Them, 
of commencing ^r^/7/i; and Princes, who have the 
Power, are prone to think that They have the Right, 
Such was the State of King and People before the RevO' 
lution. By the Revolution, and the Settlement fince 
made, this State hath received confiderable Alterations. 
A Kir^ of Britain is now, ftriftly and properly, 
what Kif^s ihoold always be, a Member, but the 
iapivihie Member, or the Head of a political Body. 
Part of one individual, fpecifick Whole, in eviiy 
Reipe^y diftin£l from it, or independent of it, in none ; 
He can move no longer in another Orbit from his 
People, and, like fome fuperior Planet, attradl, repel, 
influence, and direct their Motions by his own. He 
and They are Parts of the fame Syllem, intimately 
join*d and co-operating together, adting and afled 
upon, limiting and limited, controuling and controuPd 
by one another ; and when He ceafes to ftand in this 
Relation to Them, He ceafes to ftand in any. The 
Settlements, by Virtue of which He governs, are plainly 
original Contrasts, His Infiitution is plainly conditional; 
and He may forfeit his Right to Jllrgia/jcc, as unde- 
niably 
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niably and effedlually, as the Subjedl may forfeit his 
Right to FroteElion, There are no longer any hidden 
Rcferves of Authority, to be let out on Occauon, and 
to overflow the Rights and Privileges of the People. 
The Laws of the Land are known ; and they arc the 
fole Springs, from whence the Prince can derive his 
Prctcnfions, and the People theirs. It would be to no 
Purpofe to illuftrate any farther a Matter, which begins 
to '• (o Well underftood; or to defcend into a more 
particular Enumeration of the Advantages, that refulr, 
or may refult, from our prefent Settlement* No Man, 
who docs not prefer Slavery to Liberty^ or a more 
precarious Security to a better, will declare for fuch a 
Government, as our national Diviiions, and a long 
Courfe, fcldom interrupted, of improvident Complai- 
fance to the Crown, had enabled King James the 2d 
to eftablilh againft fuch a Government as was intended 
by i\i^ fubfequent Settlements y and if there be any liich 
Man, I declare that 1 neither write to Him, nor for 
Him. 

1 may afTume therefore, without fearing to be accufcd 
of begging the Queftion, that the Conftitutien, under 
which Wo- now live, is preferable to That, which 
prevaird at any Time before the Rezolution, We are 
arrived, after many Struggles, after a Deliverance al- 
moft miraculous, and fuch an one as no Nation hath 
Reafon to expeft twice, and after having made fome 
honeft Improvements on the Advantages of our new 
Conftitution, very near to that full Security, under 
which Men, who are free and follicitous to continue 
fo, may fit down, not without Watchfiilnefe, (for 
That is never to be fufier'd to relax, under fuch a 
Government as ours) but without Anxiety. The Sum 
therefore of all thefe Difcourfes, and of all our Exhor- 
tations to one another, is, and ought to be, that We 
fl:ould not flop ihort in fo important a Work. It was 
begun at the Revolution ; but He, who thinks it was 
perfcdcd then, or haih been pcrfcdlcd fince, will find 

Himfclf 
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Himfelf very much milbken. The Foundations were 
laid then- We proceeded for fome Time; after That, like 
the Jews in rebuilding their Temple. We carried on 
the holy Work with* one Hand, and held our Swords 
in the ether to defend it. Tliat Difb:a6Uon, that 
Danger is over, and We betray the Caule of Liberty 
withoDt any Colour of Excufe, if We do not compleaC 
the glorious Building, which will kfl to Ages yet 
remote, if it be once finifh'd, and will moulder away 
and fall into Ruins,* if it remain longer in this imper- 
fiid State. 

Now, that We may fee the better how to proceed 
in the Caufe of Liberty^ to compleat the Freedom, 
and to fecure the Duration of our prefent Confiitution^ 
it will be of Ufe, I think, to confidcr what Obttacles 
lye, or may hereafter lye, in our Way, and of what 
Nature that Oppofition is, or may hereafter be, which 
We may exp^ to meet. In order to This, let us 
once more analyfe our political Divifions ; Thofe, 
which may poffibly exiil now, or hereafter, as We 
did Thofe, which were formM at the Revolution, 

One ptijftble Divifian then is That of Men angry with 
i^z Government t and yet refolvccl to .maintain theC<7«- 
ftitutioH. This may be the Cafe at any Time; under 
che prefent, wife, • virtuous, and triumphant Admini- 
ftration ; and therefore to be fure at any other. 

A fecond pjjible Di'uifion is That of Men averse to 
the Government , bccaufe They are fo to the ConJiitU" 
HiVjf, which I think c^n never be the Cafe of many ; 
or averfe to the Conftitution, becaufe They are fo to 
the Government, which I think ir*ay be the Cafe of 
more. Botb ofThefe tend to the fame Point. One 
would fubvert the Goz'ernfKctit, that They might 
change the Conftitution. The other would facriHce 
the CqnftituUon, iliat They might fubvert the GtiZr'ern" 
ment. 

' A third pojJiUe Diznjion, and I feek no more, is 

That of Men attach'd to the Govtrnment \ or, to fpcak 

• Vol. XII. I moje 
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more prepcrly, to the Perlbns of fbofe, who govern ; 
or, to fpcak more properly ftiJl, to the Power, Profit, 
or ProtcAion They acquire by the Favour of theft 
Perfins j but Enemies to the Cenftitution. 

Now, as to the firft and Jecond of theft fojfible Divu 
fiens^ if there be any fuch among lu, I do not appre- 
hend that We are at prefent, or can be hereafter, in 
much Danger ; or that the Caufe of Liberty can meet 
with much Opp^ofition from Them; tjiough the 
fecend have certainly views, more likely to bring 
Slavery upon us, than to promote Liberty ; and thoi^h 
Prudence requiies that Wc (hould be on our Guard 
againft both. The Jirfl, indeed, might hope to unite 
even the Bulk of the Nation to l^hem, in a weak and 
eppreffive Reign. If Grievances fhould grow intole- 
rable under fome Prince as yet unborn; if Redrefs 
fhould become abfblutely defperate; if Liberty itfelf 
ihould be in imminent Peril $ the Nature of our Coih 
ftitution would juftify the Refiflance, that Wc ought to 
believe well enough of Poflerity to perfuade ourfelvei 
would be made in fuch an Exigency. But without 
&ch an Exigency, particular Men would flatter 
Themfeives extreniely, if They hoped to make the 
Nation angry, becaufe They were ib. Private Motives 
can never influence Numbers. When a Nation revdts^ 
the Injury is national. This Cafe therefore is remote, 
improbable, nay impoflible, under the Lenity, JufUce 
and heroical Spirit of the frefent Gwcmment ; and if 
I mentioned fuch an imaginary Party^ it was only done 
that I might omit none, which can be Aippoicd. 
The Projects of the fccmd Divifion^ fbited in the fiime 
hypothetical Manner, are furefy too extravagant, and 
their Defigns too wicked, io be dangerous. J)ilpates 
may arife hereafter, in fome diftant Timet about 
Minif^erSf perhaps about Kings ; but I perfuade myfelf 
that this Confiitution will be, as it ought to be always 
diftinguifh'd from, and preferred to beth^ by the 
Britifh Nation. Reaibns mult ariie in Pioceis of Time^ 
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fiom the very Naturfe of Man, to oppofe Miniften and 
Kirtgs too ; but none can arife, in the Natare of» 
l^hmgs, tp oppofe fucb a Co?iflitution as ours. Better 
^linifterSf better Kings^ mjiy be hereafter often wanted* 
aiid ibmetiines foi^nd ; but a better conftjtuted Govern' 
f»int never can. Should there be therefore ftill an^ 
inch Men, as We here fuppofe, among us. They can- 
not exped, if They are in their Senfes, a national Con^ 
carrence ; and furely a little Refledlion will ferve to 
(hew Them, that the iame Realbns, which make Them 
weaker now than Tbey were ibme Years ago^ mull 
make Them weaker ibme Years hence than They .are 
now. 

As to the third Dwijion^ if any (iich there be, it is 
in That our greateft, and almoft our whole Danger 
centers. The Others cannot overthrow, but Tbefe nuy 
undermine our Liberty, Capable, of being admitted 
ifato Power, in all G)urts, and more likely than other 
Men to be ib in every Court, except the prefent* 
(whoie approved Penetration and (podels Innocence 
gives a certain Ezclufion to Them,) They may prevent 
any fiu^tfaer Securiues from being procured to tihtrif, 
dli Thofe already efiablKhM are diublved, or perverted'. 
Since then our principal Danger mull in all Times arife 
fimnThoie, who belong to this Divi^on, it is neceffiuy 
to fhew, before We conclude thefe Difeourfes, hf 
what Means /itch Meff may carry on their pernicious 
Defigns with Effefb, and by what Means They may 
be defeated. Thefe C6n(iderations vnll lead us to fix 
dut Point, wherein Men of all Denominations ought 
to unite, and do unite, and to ilate the fole Didinttion 
- t£ Parties, which can be made with Truth, at this 
Tim^ amongft us. O. 
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N^'spi- Saturday, Jdw. 26, 1733-4. 

TO^ /j;w^ 5«i;>fl cunCinued. 
To CALEB D'ANVERS. J?/?; 

jST may be ask't?, perhaps, how Men, 
* who are Friends 10 a Gfticrnrntnl, can 
1 be Enemies ai [he' fame Time to the 
I Cenftitutm, .upon which that Govtrih 
I mivif is founded. But the Anfwer will 
be eafy, if We corfider diefe two 
Thinge; firll, the true Dirtinftion, fo often confounded 
in Writing, and almoft always in Coiiverfarion, be- 
tween CmptiUien and GBtiernment. By Cmjlitulia 
Wc mean, whenever We fpeak with Propriety and 
Exatlneff, that AlTenibtagc ofi-aws, InAitutioDs ibd 
Cutloms, dei'ii'ed from certain tix'd Principles ^fReafbil, 
direded to certain fix'd Objefls ofpubliclt Good, that 
compofe the general Syllem, according to which the 
Conimimity hath agreed tobe govern'd. By GBvem- 
tnen! We mean, whenever We fpeak in the fame 
Manner, that particular Tenor ofConduft, which* 
chief Magiilrate, and infcrbr MagitltiLics, under hii 
Dire<5tion and Influence, hold in the Adrainillralioii of 
pub! ick Affairs, We callThis a^c^GwfrHmwf/, when 
the Execution of the Law=, the Obfervation of the 
Inllitutions and Cufionw, in ihort, the whole Admint- 
(Iraiion of publick Affairs is wilcly putfaed, and with 
a llriil Confotmity to the Principles and Ohjcfls of the 
CwftilHtitn. 
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ConftitutioH. We callit a kad Gt/vimmmt^ when it li 
adminifterM on other Principles, and direded to other 
Obje6lsy either wickedly or weakly, either by obtain- 
ing new Ldws, which ^vant this Conformity, or by 
pervertii^ p/d ones, which had it. And when This it 
done without Law, or in open Violation 'of the Iavt^ 
We term it a tyrannical Government, la a Word, and 
to bring This home to our own Cafe, Conftitutien h 
the Ruk, by Which our Princes ought to govern, at 
all Times; Government is That, by which They 
ftdbxally do govern, at any particular Time. One may 
jemain inmiutable; the other may, and as human 
Natme is conflituted, mull vary. One is the Criterion, 
by which We are to try the other ; for furely Wc 
ioLVe a Right to do fo, fince if We are to live in Sub- 
jection to the Government of our Ksngs, our Kings 
are to govern in Subjeflion to the Conftitution ; and the 
Cbnformity, or Non-Conformity of their Government 
to it, procribes the Meafure of our Submiifion to 
.Tliem, according .to the Principles of the Revolution, 
.and of our prefent Settlement ; in both of which, 
though ibme remote Regard was had to Blood, yet 
the Freiervation of the Conftitution manifeflly deter- 
mined the Community to the Choice then made of 
the Perfins, who fhould govern. Another Thing to 
.be condder'd is This. When Perlbns are fpoken of as 
Friends to the Government, and Enemies to the Conftitu- 
tion, the Term Triendjhip is a little prollituted, in 
Cbmpliance with common Ufage. Such Men are 
really incapable of Fricndfhip ; for rea! Friendlhip ca& 
never exift among Thofe, who have banifli'J Virtue 
and Truth. They have no AfFcClion to any but Thcm- 
felves ; no Regard to any Intcreft, except their own. 
Their fole Attachments are fuch as I mcntion'd in the 
lad Paper; Attachments to Power and Profit; and when 
They have contnidled a Load of Infamy and Guilt, in 
the Purfuit of Thefc, an Attachment to that Protection, 
v^hieh is fufficient to proem c Them Appearances of 

1 3 * Cunfidcration, 
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Confideration, and real Impunity. They may bear 
the Semblance of AfFedlion to their Prince, and of Zeal 
for his Government ; but They, who are falfe to the 
Caufe of their Country, will not be true to any others 
and tlie very f/tme Mintfier, who exalts hii Mafter*s 
Throne on tne Ruins of the Cortftitution, that He may 
govern without Controul, or retire without Danger, 
would do the Reverfe of Thi?, if any Turn ofA^airs 
enabled Him to compound, in that Manner, the better 
for Himfelf. 

Under a Prince therefore tolerably honeft, or tolem- 
bly wife, fuch Men as Thefe will have no great Sway ; 
at leaft. They will not hdd it long. Such a Prince will 
know, that to unite Himfelf to Them, is to diftinite 
Himfelf from his People, and that He makes a ftupid 
Bargain, if He prefers Trick to Policy, Expedient to 
Syilem, and a Qbal to the Nation. Reafon and Expc- 
T-ience will teach Him that a Prince, who does {o^ muft 
govern weakly, ignominioufly and precariouily ; whilft 
He, who engages all the Hearts, qnd employs all the 
Heads and Hands of his People, governs with Strength, 
with Splendour, and with Safety, and is furcof rifing 
to a Degree of abfolute Power, by maintaining Liberty, 
which the moft fuccefsful Tyrant could never reach, by 
impofing Slavery. But -how few Men (and Princes, by 
then- Leaves, are Men ) have been found in Times pafi, 
or can be hoped for in Times to come, capable of go- 
verning by fuch Arts as Thefe ? Some cannot propole 
the Ends, nor Some employ the Means ; for Some are 
wicked, and Some are weak. This general Divifion 
runs through the whole Race of Mankind ; of the 
Multitudes defign*d to obey, and of the Few dcfign'd 
to govern. It was this Depravity of Multitudes, as 
well as their mutual Wants, which obliged Men f rft 
-to enter into Societies, to depart from their natural 
Liberty, and to fubjcdl Themfelves to Government. It 
was tnis Depravity of the Few, ( which is often the 
greater, becaufe born iw better than other Men, They 

arc 
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axe educated worfe) which obliged Men firft to fub- 
jc6l Government to Conftitution, that They might pre:. 
icrve fecial, when They gave up natural Liberty, and 
■not be opprefs'd by arbitrary Will. Kings may have 
preceded Lntogivers, for aught I know, or have poffibly 
been rht firft Lawgivers, and Government by Will have 
been ellablifti'd before Government by Conftitution, 
Tbefeus might reign at Athens, and Eurytion at Sparta, 
bng before Solon gave Laws to one, and Lycurgus to the 
other of thefe Cities. Kings had governed Rome, We 
know, and Confuls had fucceeded Kings, long before 
the Decemviri compiled a Body of Law; and the Saxons 
had their Monarchs before Eigar, though the ^axon 
Laws went under his Name. Thefe and a thoufand 
other Inftanccs of the fame Kind will never lerve tO( 
prove what my Lord Bacon would prove by them ; 
f that Monarchies do not fubfift, like other Government r^ 
by a precedent Law, or Compaft ; that the original 
Subnl^ffion to Them was natural, like the Obedience of 
a Child to his Parents-, and that Allegiance to hereditary 
Monarchs is the Work of the haw of Nature, But- 
That, which thefe Examples prove very plainly is, 
that however Men might fubmit voluntarily in the 
primitive Simplicity of early Ages, or be fubje6led by 
Conqueil, to a Government without a Conftitution, yet 
They were never long in difcovcring that * to live by 
one man\ Will became the Caufe of all Men's Mifery ; • 
and therefore They foon reje^ed the Yoke, or made it 
fit eafy on their Necks. They inftituted Common- 
wealths, or They limited ^Monarchies ; and here began 
.that Struggle between the Spirit of librri^ and the 
Spirit of Dominion, which always hath fublifled, and, 
that We may not flatter ourfelvcs nor others, muil 
always fubfift, except in thofe Inftances, of which the 

I 

\ Argum. in the Cafe of the Poftnati. 
• Hooker^ $ Eccles, PqL L. i. Se^. xq. 
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mod antient Hidorles fiirnifli fo few, the Reigns oft 
^itus, or a Trajan ; for it might look lilce Flattery to 
quote the prefent moft aufpicious Reign. 

To govern a Society of Freemen by a Cofi/fittttitg, 
founded on the eternal Rules of right Reaibri, and di- 
rected to promote the Happinefs of the whole, and of 
every Individual, is the nobleft Prerogative^ which can 
belong to Humanity ; and if Man may be (aid, widi- 
out Prophanenels, to imitate God in any Cafey This is 
the Ca(e. But fure I am. He imitates the Devil, who 
is fo.far from promoting the Happinefs of others^ that 
He makes his own Happinefs to confift in the 
Mi(ery of others j who governs by no Rule but That 
of his Faffions, whatever Appearances He is forced 
fomctimes to put on ; who endeavours to corrupt the 
Innocent, and to eqflave the Free ; whofe Bufinefi is 
to feduce, or betray ; whofe Pleafure is to damn ; and 
whofe Triumph is to torment. Odious and execrable 
as this Charader is, it is the Charaftcr of every Prince, 
who makes Ufc of his Fower to fubvert, or even to 
weaken that Conftitution, which ought to be the Rule 
of his Government, When fuch a Prince fills a Throne 
with fuperior Farts, Liberty is in the utmoft PcrU; 
nor does the Danger diminifh in Proportion, if He 
happens to want them. Such Men as We are now 
to fpeak of (Friends to the Government and Enemiis /# 
the Conftitution) will be always at Hand to fuppiy his 
Defcdls ; for as They are the willing Infbuments of a 
wicked Prbce, They are the ready Prompters of a 
weak one. They may fmk into the \iafs of the People, 
and difappear in a good and a wife Reign, or work 
'JThemfelves into Power under falfe Colours. Sed Genus 
immortale manet. Their Race will continue as long as 
Ambition and Avarice prevail in the World; and there 
will be bad Citizens as long as there are bad Men. 
The Good ought therefore to be always on their Guard 
againfl Them, and whatever Dii'guile They aflumc, 
whatever Veils They dUl over their Conduft, They 
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will never be able to deceive Thofe long, who gbfcrve 
conftantly the Difference between Conftitution and G9- 
vernment^ and who have Virtue enough to prc'er tl>c 
Caufe o{x\it former^ how unprofitable ibever it may be 
at all Times, and how unpopular foever at fome.— — 
But I ramble too long in generals. - It is high Time I 
(hould come to thofe particular Meafures, by which 
the Men I have defcribed arc moft Jikely to carry on 
their Defigns againll our C4onftitutm ; after which I 
(hall fay Ibmething of the Methods, by which alone 
their Deiigns may be prevented, or will be defeated, if 
a national Union oppofe itfclf by fuch Methods as 
Thefe, in Time, to them. 

Now, that I may do This the better, and make what 
I have to (ay the more fenlibly felt, give me Leave to . 
fuppofe ( thougli 1 ipeajc of a remote Time, and fuch an 
one as We ought to hope will never come) that our na- 
tional Circumilances will be jull the fame as they are 
nowy -and our Conftitution as far diflant as it now is 
from that Point of Pcrfcftion, to which the Revolution 
ought to iiave brought it, might have brought it, and 
hath given the Nation a Right to ezpe^ that it fliouli 
be bi ought.. The Completion of that glorious Delive- 
rance is ftill imperfcd, after five and forty Years, 
notwithftanding the Hopes then given, the Engage- 
ments then taken, and the Opportunities, that have 
fincc trifen. How This hath happened, by what Arts 
this Judice to the Conftitution hath been hitherto 
evaded, ibmetimes in Favour of one Government, and 
(bmetimos in Favour of another, migfiteafily be fhewn, 
and proved too, beyond Contradi£lion. But I had 
rather exhort, than reproach ; and efpecially at a 
Time, when a ftrong Tendency appears among Men of 
all Denominations to fuch a national Union as will 
cffc6lually obtain the compleat Settlement of our Con- 
ftitution ^ whitii hath been fb long delayed, if it 'be 
honellly, prudently and vigoroufly improved. 

It is certain then that if ever luch Men as call Thenv- 
fclvcs Friends to the Gotcrnmcnt, but arc real Enmies 
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to he ConJIituthny ftiould picvaiJ, They will makt it a 
Capital Point of their wicked Policy to keep up ^^ftani'ttig 
Amy. Falfe Appearances of Rcafon for it wHl nner 
be wanting, as long as there are Pretenders to the 
Crown ; though nothing can be mco-e ab^ird than to 
employ, in Defence of Liberty^ an Inilruroent fo often 
employ'd to deftroy it j iho' norliing can be more abfurd 
than to maintain, that any Gffvernment ought to make 
ufe of the fame Expedient to fupport itfelf, vci-anotbtr 
Government^ on the Ruins of which this Government 
flaiids, was fubvcrtcd for ufing ; though nothing can be 
proved more manifefUy by Experience than theit 
two Propofitions ; that Britain is enabled, by her Situ- 
ation, to fupport her Government y when the Bulk of 
her People are for it, without employing any means in- 
confiilent with her Conilitution ; and that the Bulk of 
the People are not only always for the Government^ when 
the Government fupports the Conftitution^ but are even 
hard and flow to be detach'd from it, when the Govenh 
/f?^;?/ attacks, or undermines the C^//////0/ir ; and whea 
They are by Confequence both juHifyM in rdifting, and 
even obliged in Confcience to rdift me Government. 

I have heard it argued lately, that Pretenders abroad 
are a Security at home; and that a Government ^ ezpoled 
to their Attacb, will never venture to attack the Con* 
Jiitution. I have been told too, that thefe Notions were 
entertained by Some, who drew many political C6nfe- 
quences from them at the Revolution, But if any of 
thofe Perfons are flill alive, I perfuade myiclf that Thejr 
have alterM this Opinion ; fince fuch a Situation will 
furnifh, at all Times, Pretences of Danger ; fince 
Pretences of Danger to a Government^ whether real or 
imaginary, will be always urged with Plaufibility, and 
generally with Succefs, for obtaining new Powers^ or 
for flraining old ones; and fmce whilft Thofe, who 
mean well to the Government, areimpofed upon by Thofe, 
who mean ill to the Confiitution, all ^rue Concern for the 
latter is loft in a miftaken Zeal for the former, and the 
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moft important is ventured to fave the leaft important, 
when neither onenor the other would have been expofed, 
if &lfe Alarms had not been raihly and too implicitly 
taken, or if true Alarms had not given unneceiTary 
Strength to the Government, at the Expence of weaken^ 
ing the Ccnfiitution, 

Notwithllanding what hath been faid, I do not ima- 
gine that an Army would be employed by tbefe Men 9 
direGdyi aiid at Hrft, againft the Nation, and national 
Libertv. I am fo far ^om thinking that any Men cail 
arife, m future Times, capable of attempting, in this 
Manner, what Ibme Men in our Age, who call Thcm- 
^ves Friends to the Government^ have been (o weak 
and i^ impudent as to avow in Print, and publifh to 
the Nation. To deftroy Britijh Liberty ^ with an Army 
9f Britons^ is not a Meafure fb fure of Succefs, as ibme 
People may believe. T© corrupt the Parliament is a 
flower, but might prove a more efFe^ual Method ^ and 
two or three hundred Mercenaries in the two Houfes, if 
T*hcY could be lifted there, would be more fatal to the 
Con^itution than ten Times as many Thoufands in Re*^ 
tsd in Blue out of them. Parliaments arcf the true 
Guardians of Liberty. For This principally They 
were inflituted ; and This is the prmciple Article of 
that great and noble Truft, which the colle£live Body 
•f the People of Britain repofes in the Reprefentative. 
Bat then no Slavery can be fo efiedlually brought and 
fixM upon us, as Parliamentary Slavery, By the Cor^ 
TMtion of Parliament f and the ablblute Influence of ^ 
Eang, or his Minijler, on the two Houfes, We return 
into that State, to deliver or fecure us from which Par* 
Uaments were inflituted, and are really govemM by the 
' arbitrary Will of one Man. Our whole Conftitution is 
at oncediflblved. Many Securities to Liberty 9ie pro- 
vided ; but the Integrity, which depends on the Fr^e^ 
dm tod the Independency of Parliament^ is the Key- 
flonc, that keeps the whole together. If This be fhak- 
CQ, our Cfinfiitutioo totters. If it be quite removed, 
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our Conftitution falls into Ruin. That noble Fabrick, 
the Pride of Britmn, the Envy of her Neighbours, 
railed by the Labour of ib many Centuries, repair'd at 
the Expence of fo many Millions, and cemented by 
fuch a Profulion of Blood ; that noble FabricJc, I fiy, 
\vhich was able to refift the united Efibrts of fo many 
Races of Gyants, may be dcmdlifh'd by a Race of 
Pygmies, The Integrity of Parliament is a Kind of 
Palladium, a tutelary Goddefs, who protefls our State. 
When She is once removed, We may become the Prey 
of ariy Enemies. • No Agamemnon^ no Achilles will be 
wanted to take our City. Therjttes himfelf will be 
fullicient for fuch a Conqueft. But I need not dwell 
any longer on this Subjcft. There is no Man, who 
thinks at all, and can fail to fee the feveral fatal Confc- 
quenccs, which will necefTarily flow from this one 
Source, whcne\'cr it fliall be opened. If the Reafon 
of the Thing docs not flrikc Him enough. Experience 
mull. 'I 'he fingle Reign of Henry the 8th will ferve 
to flicw that no Tyranny can be more fevere than 
That, which is cxerciied by a Concert with Parlia- 
7ncnts ; that arbitrary Will may be made the fble Rule 
of Got'crnfnentj even whilft the Names and Forms of a 
free CoTiftittition are prefcrv'cd ; that for a Prince, or his 
Mitnjlcr, to become our Tyrant, there is no Need to 
abolifli Parliaments', there is no Need that He, who is 
Mailer of one Part of the Lcgijlajurc, fliould endeavour 
to aboiifh the other two, when He can ufe, upon cvtxj 
Occafion, the united ftrength of the whole; there is no 
Need He fhould be a Tyrant in the Grofs, when He 
can be ib in Detail, nor in Name, when He can bclb in 
Eftefl ; that for Parliaments to eibblifh Tyranny^ there is 
no Need therefore to repeal Magna Charia, or any other 
of the great Supports of our Liberty. It is enough, if 
They put Themfeives corruptly and fervilely under the 
Influence of fuch a Prifice, or fuch a Minificr. 
On the v\ hole, I conclude that, in the poflible Oiic 
here luppob'd, tlie firll and principal Objcft will be to 
, dellroy 
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destroy the ConftHutim^ under Pretence of prefervin]g 
the Oot^ernmefgt, hj corrupting^ our Parliaments. I aih 
the better founded in concluding that This may ha|^)en, 
in fomc future Age, by what We may obferve in our 
own. There is fureiy but too much Reafon to expeft 
that the Enemies of our Confiitution mzy attempt here- 
after to govern by Corruption, when We hear and &c 
the Friends and Advocates of our prefent moft incorrupt 
Minifter harangue and fcribble, in Favour x)('Corruptioa; 
when it is pleaded for and recommended, as a nece£ar)r 
Expedient of Government, by feme Men of all Ranks 
and Orders ; not only by profefs'^d Hirelings, who write 
that They may eat ; but by Men, who have talkM 
«nd written Themfelves already out of their native Ob- 
icurity and Penury, by affefling Zeal in the Caufe of 
Liberty \ not only by fuch as Thefe, but by Men, whofe 
Birth, Education and Fortune aggravate their Crime 
and their Folly ; by Men, whom Honour at lead fhould 
reibain from favouring fo difhonourable a Caufe ; and 
by Men, whofe peculiar Obligations to preach up 
Morality (hould reflrain Them, a; Icaft, from being the 
Preachers of an Immorality y above all others, abomina- 
ble in its Nature, and pernicious in its EfFefls. 

^efe Men are ready, I know, to tell us that the In^ 
fuence They plead for is neceffary to ftrengthen the 
Hands of Thofe, who govern ; tnat Corruption ittwts 
to oil the Wheels of Government, and to render the 
Admin iftration more fmooth and eafy ; and that it can 
never be of dangerous Confequence, under the prefent 
Father of our Country .-—Abfurd and wicked Triflers ! 
According to Them, our excellent Confiitution (as one of 
your Correfpondents hath obferved extremely well} // 
nd better than a Jumble of incompatible Powers^ which 
would Jeparate and fall to JPieces of themfelves, nnlefs 
reft rain d and upheld by fuch honourable Methods as 
ihoje of Bribery- ^/r^ Corruption. They would 
prove, that the Form of our Government is defeSlive to a 
Degree of Ridiculoujnefs. But the Ridicule, as well as 
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the Iniquity, is their own. A good Government can w«nt 
no Power, under the prefent Conftitution. A ^ad one 
may, and it is fit it ilhould. Popularity is the Expedi- 
ent of one, and will elFeAually fupport it. Nothing 
but Corruption can (iipport the other. If there was a 
real Deficiency of Power in the Crown, it ought to be 
fupply'd, no Doubt. The old Whimfics of Preroga- 
tive fhould not be revived ; but Limitations ought to be 
taken off, or new Powers to be given. The Friends of 
Liberty acknowledge that a Ballance of the Powers, di« 
vided among the three Parts of the Legijlature, is eilen- 
tial to our Conftitution, and neceflary to fupport it. The 
Friends of Liberty therefore would concur, at leaft to a 
certain Point, with the Friends of the Miniftryi for 
the former are Friends to Order, and Enemies to 
Licence. For Decency's Sake therefore let the Debate 
be put on this Iffue. Let it be fuch a Debate as Free- 
men may avow, without blufhing. To argue from this 
fuppofea Deficiency of Power in the Crown, in &vour 
of a Scheme of Government repugnant to all Laws 
divine and human* is fuch an Inilance of abandoned, 
villainous Proftitution, as the moft corrupt Ages never 
faw ; and as will place the prefent Age, with infamous 
Pre eminence, at the Head of them ; unlefs the Nation 
do itfelf Juftice, and fix the Brand on Thofe, who 
ought alone to bear it. Thus much for the Iniquity 

of the Praftice pleaded for. As to the Danger of it, 
let us agree that a Prince, of fuch Magnanimity and 
Jufiice as our prefent Monarch, can never be tempted 
by any fordid Motives to forget the recent Obligation, 
which He and his Family have to the Btitifb Nation, 
by whom They were made Kings ; nor to aim . at 
greater Power and Wealth than arc confiftent with the 
Safety of the Conftitution They are intrufted to prcferve, 
and obliged to fecure. Allowing This to be our pre- 
fent Cafe, (and concerning our prefent Cafe, there are 
not two Opinionb, I dare lay, in the whole Nation) 
yec Itill the Symptoms I have mpntioa'd ihew that the 
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Poifbn, with v\ hich thcfe pretended Friends of the Govern^ 
ment^ and real Enemies of the Conftitution^ corrupt the 
Morals of Mankind, hath made Ibme Progrefs ; and if 
this Piiogrefs be not immediately chcck'd by proper Anti- 
dotes, and the Power of poiibning ukcn from tbefe 
Emferieks; the ■ Difcafe will grow incurable. The laft 
difmai E^edl of it may not, or if you plcaie, cannot 
happen in this Reign ; but it may, nay it muft happen 
in fome other, unlefs We prevent it efiedually and foon ; 
and what Scafon more proper to prevent it in, and to 
complcat the Security of our Liberties^ than the Reign 
of a Prince, for whom the Nation hath done fb much, 
and from whom by Confcqucnce the Nation hath a 
Right to expert fo much ? King Willinm delivered us 
from Popery and Slavery. There was Wifdom in his 
Councils, and Fortitiidc in his Condudl. He fleer 'd 
through many real Difficulties at home, and He fought 
our Battles abroad; and yct.thofe Points of Security, 
which had been ncglcdlcd, or not fufiiciently provided 
for, in the Honey-moon of his Acccflion. u ere continu- 
ally prcfs'd upon Him, during the whole Courfe of his 
Reign. The Men, who prels'd them, were call'd fa- 
tobites^ Tories, Republicans, and Incendiaria too, not 
fiom the Throne indeed, but by the Clamour of Thofe, 
who Aew'd great Indifference at leafl for the Conftitution, 
whilfl They afFerted great 2Scal for the Grjernment, 
They fucceeded however in Part, and We enjoy the 
Benefit of their Succefs. If They did not fuccecd in 
the whole ; if the Setdement neceffary to fecure our 
Liberty f and therefore intended at the Revolution, be not 
yet compleat ; let us be perfuadcd , and let us a6l on 
that Perfuafion, that the Honour of com pleating it was 
referved to crown the Glories of the prefcnt Reign. To 
£nifh the great Work, which King William began, of 
eftablifhing the Liberties of Britain on firm and durable 
Foundations, muH be reputed an Honour I'urely ; and 
to whom can this Honour belong more jurtly than to a 
Prinee, who emulates in fo remarkable a Manner all the 
Other hcroick Virtues of his renowned Predecrjfor ^ O. 
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IN WHICH 

The Right of the People to pre- 
QUENT Elections of their Re~ 
prefentatives is fiiUy confider'd. 
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>F it was poffiUe for any J 
I the leaft Knowledge of our Conftilution, 
P to doubt in good ■ Earneft whether the 
[ Prefervstion of fublick Prtejtm depend* 
t on the Prefervation of Parliamentary 
Freedom, iiis Doubts might be removed 
and his Opinion decided, one would imsgine, by thjj 
(ingle, obvious Remarit i that all the Defigns of our 
Princes sgainll Liierty, lince Farliamenli began to be 
eflabliJh'don the Model ftill fubfifting, have been di- 
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nSbd conftantly to one of thefe two Points ; either to 
obtam fucb Parliaments as fbey could govern ; or elfe 
to ftand all the Difficulties, and to run all the Hazards 
of governing without Parliaments. The Means prin- 
cipally empby'd, to the firji of tbefe Purpofes, have 
been undue Influences on the Ele£iions of Members of 
the Houie of Commons, and on thefe Members, when 
chofen.- When fuch Influences could be em ploy 'd fuc- 
cefsfully. They have anfwer'd all the Ends of arbitrary 
Willi and when they could not be fo employ 'd, arbi^ 
trarj Will hath been forced to fubmit to the Conftitu- 
tion. This hath been the Cafe, not only iince, but be- 
fore that great Change in the Ballance o^ Property^ 
which began in the Reigns of Henry the 7th, and Henry 
the 8th, and carry'd a great Part of that Weight into 
of the Commons^ which had lain before in the Scale of 
the Peers and Clergy. 

If we look back as far as the Clofe of the 14th Cen- 
tury (an^ra pretty near to Thdit, when Parliaments' 
received their prefent Form) We fhall find both thefe 
Means employ 'd by one of the worfl of our Kings, 
Richard the 2d. T^hat He might obtain his Will, 
fvhieb was rajh. He direflcd Mandates to his Sheri^s 
( Officers of the Crown and appointed by the Crown ; 
for fuch They were then, and fuch They flill are) 
to return certain Per/on s nominated by Himfelfi and 
thus He acquired an undue Influence over the Ele£ii^ 
ens. In the next Pkce, He obliged the Pcrfons thiii 
returned, fometimes by Threats and Terrour^ and fo?ne- 
times by Gifts, '4o confent to thoje Things ^ which were 
prejudicial to the Realm 5 and thus He acquired an 
undue Influence over the Houfe of Commons ; fo th.ir, 
upon the whole, the arbitrary Will of a rqfb, beau- 
flrong Prince, and the SuggelVions of his wicked "Mhii'^ 
flers, guided the Proceedings of Pnriiamtnty and be- 
came the Law of the Land. I might purilie Obler^a- 
tions of the fame Kind through fcveial i'uccectling 
Rei^ns< but to avoid lengthenij^g tliclc Letters, which 
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are grown perhaps too long already, let us defcend at 
once to the Reign of King Charles the 2d ; for in 
That We fhall find Examples of all the Means, which 
w Court 9 that hath common Senfe, and a Prince, who 
will not fet his Crown on the Call of a Dye, can take 
to undermine the Foundations of Liberty, either by 
gweming Parliaments, or by governing toitbout them, \ 
Now the firil Attempt, of this Kind, which King 
Charles made againft the Conftitution, was This. He 
improved and managed the Spirit of the firfi ParHa- 
ment He call'd, fo as to render the two Houfes obfc- 
quious to his Will, almoil in every Cafe 5 and having 
got the Triennial Bjll repeaPd, He kept the fame 
Parliament in Being for many Years by Prorogations ; 
which crept into Cullom long before his Time, but 
were flill a modern Invention, with refpcil to the pri- 
mitive Inftitution o^ Parliaments, and wholly repug- 
nant to the antient Praftice. Thus He elbblifliM a 
ftanditjg Parliament ; which is, in the Nature of it, as 
dangerous as a ftanding Army, and may become, in 
fome Conjunftures, much more fatal to Liberty. When 
the Mcafures of his Adminiftration grew too bad, and 
the Tendency of them too apparent to be defended and 
iiipported, even in that Parliament, and even by a 
Party-Spirit, He had Recourfe to a fecond Attempt ; 
1-hat is, to Corruption, and Clifford firft lifted a mer- 
cenary Band of Friends to the Government, againft the 
Conftituiion. ■ Let us obferve, on this Occafion, and 
as We pafs along, that a national Party (fuch a Party 
as the Court adopts, in Contradiftinftion to fuch a Party 
as it creates,) wi!^ always retain fome natimal Prin- 
dples, fome Regard to the Conftituiion, They may be 
rranrported, or iurpriz'xi, during the Heat of Conteft 
efpecially, intoMeafures of long and fatal Confequcnce. 
They may be carry 'd on, for a certain I'imc and to a 
certain Point, by the Lufts of Vengeance and Power, in 
order to wreak one upon their Adverfarics, and to fc- 
cure the other to TlKinlelvcf. But a national Party 
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win never be tlie Inifatiments of compleadng naiimdi 
Rum. They will become the Adverfaries of tfhriff 
Friends ana the Friends of their Adverfaries, to pre- 
vent it ; aiwi the Minifter^ who perfifts in ib villainous 
a Prcjeft by what Name foever He may afieft to di- 
flingaifli Himfelf and his Followers, will be found really 
ac the Head of a Faffion, not of a Party, But the 
Inference between one and the other i» fo vifible, and 
die Bouidaries, \9hert Party ceafes and Fa£Hon com- 
mences, are fo ibongly markM, that it is fufficient to 
point at diem. 

I letom therefore, and obfcrve that when the Spirit 
if Party faiPd King Charles^ and the Corrupticn He 
employM proved ineficftual. He refolvcd to govern for 
ft Time without ParliamentSy and to employ that Time, 
as foon as He had chcck'd the Spirit of one Party^ by 
inflaming That of another y in garbling Corporations, 
He had found by Experience that it was impoffible to 
corrupt the Stream in any great Degree, as long as the 
Fountain continued pure. He apply'd Himfelf ihcrc- 
Ibre to fpread the Taint of the Court in them, and to 
poiibn tnofe Springs, from whence the Health and Vi- 
gour of the Conftitution flow. This was the third, the 
hft, and by much the more dangerous Expedient, cm- 
ploy*d by the friends of the Government y in the Reign 
of l^n% Charles the 2d, to undermine our Liberties, 
The Eflrdl of it He did not live to fee ; but we may 
cafily conjedlure what it would have been. 

The Ufe I make of what hath been here faid is This. 
The Delign of the Revolution being not only to fave us 
from the immediate Attempts on our Religion and Li- 
berty, made by King James, but to favc us from all 
other Attempts, which had been made, or might be 
made, of the fame Tendency ; to renew and ftrcngthen 
ouf Conftitution ; * to cftablijh the Peace, Honour and 

Happinefs of thefe Nations upon lajling foundations , 

and 
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dtki to procure a Settlement of the Religiotty and of tht 
Liberties and Properties of the SubjeSis^ upon fi fure a 
foundation, that there might be no Danger of the Na- 
tion's relapfing into the like Miferies at any iime befre* 
after \ This being, I fay, the avow'd Defign of the 
Revolution, and the Nation having engaged in it on a 
Confidence that all This would be efte£hully perfonn'd^ 
the Deiign of the Revolution was not accomp]i(h\iy the 
Benefit of it was not fecured to us, the juft Expedlations 
of the Nation could not be anfwer'd, unlefs the Free- 
dom ofEleSlions and the Frequency, Integrity and Inde- 
pendency of Parliaments were fufficiently provided for. 
Thefe are the EfTentials of Britijb Liberty. Defers in 
other Parts of the Conjlitution can never be fatal, if 
Thelc are prcferved intire. But Defers in Thefe will 
foon deftroy the Conftitution, though every other Part 
of it fhould be fo preferved. However it happened, 
the Truth and Notoriety of the Faft oblige us to fay 
that thcie important Conditions, without which Liberty 
can never be fecure, were almofl wholly ncglefted at 
the Revolution. The Claim of Right declares, indeed, 
that Elections ought to be free ; that Freedom of Speech 
and Debates ought not to be impeached, or quefiio^d out 
oj Parliament ; and that Parliaments ought to he held 
frequently. But fuch Declarations, however folemnly 
made, are nothing better than pompous Trifles, if they 
iland alone ; produflive of no Good, and thus hr pro-^ 
duftive of 111, that they ferve to amufe Mankind, in. 
Points of the greateft Importance, and wherein it con- 
cerns Them the mofl nearjy neither to be deceived, 
nor fo much as amulbd. Thefe were Rights, no Doubt, 
to which the Nation had an indifputablc Claim. But 
then <hey ought to have been more than claim'd, iince, 
they had been fo often and fo lately invaded. That 
they were not more than claim'd, that they were no: 
cffeftually afTcrted and fecured, at this Time, gave very 
great and immediate Diliathfaftion ; and I'iicy, who 
were caird Whigs in thole Days, diithi^uiikM Them- 
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/U?es by the Loudnels of their G)mplaints. ^ Thus, 
for Inlbnce, They infilled that there could be no 
* real Sittlement, nay that it was a J eft to talk of a 
Sittlementy riU the Mmaiir and Time of calling Parlia- 
ments, and x^<t\x fitting, when calPdy were fully deter* 
mined i' and. This, in order to prevent the Prafticc 
of keepii^ ONE and the same PARLiAMSNTy^ long 
on Foot 9 till the Majority teas corrupted by Office s^ 
GiftSr and Penfiom, They infilled that the AifLuancea 
giv(^ at the Revolution had led Them to think that 
•f* tbe ancient legal Courfe ^annually chosen 
Parliaments would have been imtned lately reftored i 
9^ the particular Circumftances of King William y who 
had received the Crown by Gift of the People, and 
who had renew'd the original Contra^ with the People, 
(which are precifely the Circumftances of the preient 
Royal Family) were urged as particular Reafons for 
the Nation to expeA his Complyance. 
. The frequent fitting of Parliament was indeed pro- 
vided for, indiredly and in Coniequence, by the £xi- 
gencies of the War, which loon follow'd the Revo- 
lution. Thia War made aunual Supplies neceflary ; 
and, before it was over, the lame Neccffity of annual 
Seffions of Parliament came to be eftablilh'ci, as it con- 
tinues to thb'Hour, by the great Alteration made re- 
latively to the pubiick Revenue, The whole publick 
Revenue had been the King's formerly. Parliamentary 
Aids were, in thofe Day?, extraordinary and occalio- 
nal i and Thmgs came to that Pafs at lad, that Par- 
liaments vyere more frequently, or more rarely convened, 
juft as Courts had moi« frequent, or more rare Occa- 
fions^ for fuch Supplies. But King William began to 
be, and all our Princes lince Him have continued to 



* See Confiderations concerning the State of the Na- 
tion, by Mr. Hdimhden^ fiublifi;''d in 1692. 
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be, only Proprietors for Life of that Part of the puUick 
Revenue^ uhich is appropriated to their Gnnl-hift ; 
although They are inirulled IHU with the Management 
of the Whoh\ and are even the Stewards of the puilkk 
CfffiUors for that Part, whicli is the private Property 
of ibefe Creditors. This is the prefent State, fufficicntly 
known, but neccflary to be mention'd, particularly on 
this Occafion ; and This muft continue to be the State, 
unlefs fome Prince fhould arife hereafter, who, being 
advifed by a defperate hliniftery abetted by a merceKnrj 
Fa ill on, fupportcd by a ftanding Army^ and infliga- 
tcd, like Richard the 2d, by the * Rajhnefs rf his Gwn 
Simper, may lay rapacious Hands on all the funds, tliat 
have lx.'cn created, and by applying illegally what He 
may raife legally, convert the whole to his own Ufe,. 
and fo crtablifh arbitrary Power, by depriving at one 
Stroke many of his Subjc6ls of their Property, and all 
of Them of their Liberty, Till This happens, ( and 
Heaven forbid that it fliould be ever attempted ! ) Sef- 
Jicfis of Parliament muft be annually held, or the Go- 
vernment itielf be dilb-efs'd. But neither is This (ucha 
direft and full Security as the Importance of the Thing 
requires ; nor does the Security of our Liberty confift 
only in frequent SeJJions of Parliaments ? but it con- 
fills like wile in frequent new Parliaments. Nay, it 
confifts fo much more in This than in the other, that 
the former may tend, without the latter, even more 
than the Difeontinuance of Parliaments, to the Lofs of 
Liberty. This was forefeen by the Wifdom of our 
Conftitution. According to That, although it became 
in Time (by the Courfe of Events and infenfible Al- 
terations) no longer necefTary to call Parliaments ome^ 
or even twice in a Tear, which had been the more an- 
cient Prafticc ; yet ftill our Kings continue under an 
Incapacity of proceeding long in Govermncnt, with 
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mny tolerable Eafe and Safety to Themfelves, with- 
out the Concurrence and Afliflance of tbefe AJfemblies. 
According to the fame Confiitution, as Parliaments 
were to be beld^ io they were to be chofen frequent- 
■ ^ ; and the Opinion, that the Holding and Continu- 
' 4mc€ of Parliaments depended abfolutely on the Will of 
the Prince^ may be jaftly rank'd among thofe Attempts, 
that were made by fome Men to fet the Lawy whil(l 
others endeavoured to fet the Gofpel^ on the Side of ar- 
bitrary Power, This is the plain Intent and Scheme 
of oar Conftitution^ which provides that the Reprefen- 
* tdtives of the People ihould have frequent Opportu- 
nities to communicate together about national Grievan- 
tis ; to complain of them, and to obtain the Redrefs of 
them, in an orderly, folemn, legal Manner ; and that 
. the People fhould have frequent Opportunities of cal- 
ling their Reprefentatives to Account, as it were, for the 
I^icharge of the Truft committed to Them, and of 
approving, or difapproving their Conduft, by elefting 
or not dealing Them anew. Thus our Conjlitution fup- 
pofes, that Princes may abufe their Power, and Par- 
liaments betray their Truft ; and provides, as far as 
human Wifdom can provide, that neither one, nor 
the other, may be able to do fo long, without a fuffi- 
cient Q)ntroul. If the Crown, indeed, perfifts in ufurp- 
ing on the Liberty of the People, or in any other 
Kind of Male-Adminiftration ; and if the Prince, who 
wears it, proves deaf, as our Princes have fbmetimes 
been, to the Voice of his Parliament and his People^ 
there remains no Remedy in the Syftem of the Confti- 
■ tution, • The Conflitution is broken by the Obftinacy of 
the Prince, and the * People mujl appeal to Heaven in 
Tbis, as in all other Cafes, where 7 hey have no 'Judge 
9n Earth. Thus, if a Parliament fhould perfift ih abet- 
ting Male- Admlnxjl ration, or any Way give up ihoje 
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Liberttesy which They were intrufled to maintaiR, no 
I>oubt can be made hut that th& People would .be in 
the fame Cafe; fmcc their Reprefentatives have no 
more Right to betray Them, than their Kings have to 
ufurp upon Them ; and by Coniequence They wodd 
acquire the fame Right of appealing to Heaven, if our 
Conftituticn had not provided a Remedy sgiaiiift tins 
Evilf which could not be provided againft {tut other % 
but our Conftiiution hath provided fuch a Remedy in 
the frequent SuccrJJions of new Parliaments^ by which 
there is not Time fufficient given to form a Majority ef 
the Reprefentatives of the People into a mini6Teria-l 
Cab A L ; or by which, if This ihould happen, fitch a 
Cabal mull be ibon broken. Thefe Reflexions and 
fuch others, as they naturally fuggcft, are fufficient to 
convince any thinking Man, ifty That nothing could 
make it fafe, nor therefore reafonable, to repofe in any 
Set of Men whatfoever fo great a Truft as the colleSive 
Body delegates on the Reprefentative in this Kingdom, 
except the Short nejs of the Tcrm^ for which this Traft is 
delegated, zdly. That every Prolongation of this Term 
is therefore, in its Degree, unfafe for the People ; that 
it weakens their Security^ and endangers Liberty by the 
very Powers given for its Prefervation. ^Jly, TTiat 
fuch Prolongations expofe the Nation, in the poffible 
Cafe of having a corrupt Parliament, to lofe the great 
Advantage, which our Conftitution hath provided, of 
curing the Evil, before it grows confirmed and de(pe- 
rate, by the gende Method of chufing a new Reprefen- 
tativcy and reduce the Nation by Confequence to pave 
no other Alternative than That oi fubmittingt or refift- 
ing ; though Submijfion will be as grievous, and Refif 
tance much more difficult, when the Legijlature h^- 
trays its Truft, than when the King alone abufes his 

Power. ^Thefe Refleftions, I fay, arc fufficient to 

prove thefe Propofitions ; and thefe Proportions iet be- 
fore us, in a very flrong Light, the Neceifity of ufing 
oar utmoft Efforts that the true Defign of our Confti- 
tution 



tarion may fas pjsrfysd*^ dofel/ a< peffible bjr die 
CLc^A&bliihfneDt q( unnuai, or at letH qF trieimUl 
f^rU^mmU* Bat the Impoita&ce of the Matter, and 
the ptrticulaf SeafomUenefs of the Conjun^urey in- 
vite floe fio pffinr one Confideration more upon this 
ikady which I think will not jbi^ the lels for be- 
Ug pbVMils aii4 pbio. It b This. Should a ijfxjgf 
obt»tn« fir matrf Te4n at wte^ the Supplies and 
Pow^nv, which u&d to be grantud nmu^lh^ to Him ; 
TUs would be dcemedy I prcfume, even in die 
prelisnt Age, an uoj^flifiable Mcafure, and an in- 
tc^erabie Grievance, for this plain Reafon ; becau^ it 
would alter our Conftitutkn in the fundamental Article, 
that vx^^i^a^ frequent AJfctnbUe 5 of the whole Ligijlature, 
in order to afiiiib, and controul too, the executive P^wer, 
whiph is ijtitrufied wjth vne Part of it. Now I &iic, is 
not the Article, which requjj-es frequent EleffioKs of the 
Reprejient^tirjfi by the coHe^'we Body of the People^ in 
CHider to fecure the latter againil the ill Confequences 
of the poiiible Weakncfs, pr Corruption of x^^ former ^ 
as fundanjental an Article, and as efTential to the Pre • 
Nervation of our Liberties^ as the other ? No Man dares 
lay that it is not ; at leafl no M^n, who defcrves our At- 
tention. The People ^Britain have as good a Right, 
and a Aight as necciTary to be alTcrted, to keep their 
Jieprefentatives true to the Truft rcpofed in Them, and 
to the Prcfervation of the Conjtitutwi^ by the Controul 
of frequent Ele6lions^ as They have to keep their Kings 
tme to the Truft repoicd m Them, and to the Preferva- 
tionof the Conftitution, by the Controul ^i frequent 
Sittings of Parliament, How comes it then to paii-, 
that we may obferve ib great a Difrcrence in the Senti- 
ments of Mankind, about tJieie two Cafes ? Propolc 
l^-firft^ there i5 no frviU Friend of the Goi'ernmeht^ 
who will not affcft all that Horror at the Propcfition, 
which every Friend of the Conftitution will really {qqI. 
Propofe the keeping up jtptennialy nay the rnaking 
decennial Parliament Sy the fame Friends of the Cover nme^t 
will contend ftrenuoufly for one^ and by Conlec^uence for 
Vol. }yi. L Uth 
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both ; fince there can be no Rea(&n alledged for the 
firftf which is not ftronger for the lafty and would 
not be dill ftronger for a longer 7erm, Thcfc ReaCons, 
drawn from two or three common-place Topicks of 
fretended Convenience and Expediency^ or oi J'upp9fed 
Tranquilily at borne, and Strength airaad^ I need not 
mention. They have been mentionM by others, and 
fufficiently refuted. But That, which may very joftly 
appear marvellous, is This ; that fome Men, I. -think 
not many, who are true Friends of the Con/titutienfhas^ 
been ftagger'd in their Opinions, and almolt feduced by 
the falfe Reafonings of thefe Friends of the Government; 
though nothing can be more eafy than to fliew from 
Reafon and Experience, that Convenieney, Expediency, 
and domcflick Tranquility may be, arxi in Faft have 
been as well, nay better iecured, under triennial, nay 
annual Parliaments, than under Parliaments of a letter 
Continuance ; and as for Strength abroad, (That is, na- 
tional Credit and Influence) it will depend on the Opi- 
nion foreign Nations have of our national Difpofitions, 
and the Unanimity of our Sentiments. It muft be 
chiefly determined therefore by their Knowledge of 
the real Senfe of the Nation. Now that can appear 
no Way (o much as in the natural State of our Conjti- 
tut ion, hy frequent EleSions ; and when it docs ap- 
par fo, it mull have another Kind of Efltft than the 
bare Refolutions of a ^ale, minijlerial Parliament ; 
efpccially if it liappens, as it may happen in fome 
future I'ime, that the Senfe of the Nation fhotdd ap- 
pear to be difierent from the Senfe ofyi/f/^ a Parliament ; 
: and that the Refolutions of fuch a Parliament fliould 
be avowedly didlated by Men, odious and hated, con- 
temptible and contemn'd, both at Home and Abroad. 

But in the Suppofition that fome Inconveniencies 
may arife hy frequent EleSiions ; (vvhich is only allowed 
for Argument'b Sake ;) are fuch Inconveniencies, and 
the trifling Conlcquenccs of them, to be fot iu the 
Bailancc againlt the Danger of v/eakcning any one 

Barrier 
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Barrier of our Libtrty ? Every Form of Government 
iiach Advantages and Diladvantages peculiar to it. 
Thus ahfolute Monarchies feem moil formed for fuddcn 
and vigorous Efibrts of Power, either in attacking, or 
in defending ; whilft, in free Ccnftiiutms, the Forms 
of Government mud be necefTarily more complicated 
and flow; fo that in Ufefe^ the fame Secrecy cannot be 
always kept, nor the fame Difpatch always made, nor 
the fame Steadinefs of Meafurcs always purfued. Muft 
all thde Forms, inftituted to preferve the Checks and 
Contiouls of the feveral Parts of the Ctnftitution on 
one another, and neceilary by Confequence to pre- 
ferve the Liberty of the whole, be abandonM therefore, 
and zfree Ccnftitution be dcftroy'd, for the Sake of fomc 
little Cwvenieruyy or Expediency the more, in the Ad- 
miniftration of pnblick Affairs ? No certainly. We 
muft keep our free ConJlittitiGn^ with the fmall De- 
fers belonging to it, or We muft change it for an ar- 
bitrdry Government y free perhaps from thefe Dcfeds, but 
liable- to more and to worfc. In iliort. We muft 
make our Option ; and furely this Option is not 
hard to be made, between the real and permanent 
Bleffings of Liberty y difFufed through a t$hole Nation^ 
and the ^ntaftick and accidental Advantages, which 
^eyy who govern, not the Body of the People, enjoy un- 
der abfolute Monarchies. I will not multiply Inftances, 
tho^igh they croud in upon me. — Two Confuls 
were cholen annually at Rome, and the Proconfular 
Power in the Government of Provinces was limited to 
a Tear, Several Inconveniencies arofe, no Doubt, from 
the lirift Obrer\'ation of this Inftitution. Some appear 
vtiy plain in Hiftory ; and We may aiTure ourfclves 
that many Arguments of Conveniency, of Expediency , 
of preferving the Tranquility of the City, and of ^w- 
ing Strength and Weight to the Arms and Counfcls of 
the Commonwealth, were urged to prevail on the Peo- 
ple to difpenfe with thefe Inftitutions, in Favour of 
Pompey and of Cafar, What was the Coniequence ? 

Lz The 
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The Pyratij were extirpated, the Price of Carfg vns re 
duccd, Spain was held in SubjcAion, Gaa/ was con- 
quer'd, the Germans were rcpulfed, R$mg triumph'd, 
her Government flouriflicd ; but her Conftituthn was 
deltroy'd, her Liberty was toft. T he Law of Haiess 
Corptis, that noble Badge of Liberty^ which every 
Siibjcdt of Britaift wears, and by wliich He ii diftin- 
guifhed io eminently, not from the Slaves alone* but 
even from the Freemen of other Conntries ; the Law of 
Hnbeas Corpus y I {^y^ may be attended perhaps with 
fome little inconveniencics, in Time of Sedition and 
Rebellion. T he flow Methods di ghing Mem, 

and the/r/5 Appropriatkns of it, when given, may be 
attended with fome Inconveniency likewiie, in Times 
of Danger, and in great Exigencies of Stat c i 
But who will plead for the Repeal of the Hitheas Corpus 
A8 ; or who would not prefs for the Revival of it, if 
it flood fufpeoded for an indrfiniti, or even a Icng 

^erm? Who will fay that the Praftice of giving 

Money without Account, or paffing Votes of Crodit, (by 
which the Purfe of the People is taken out of the Hands 
of Thofe, whom the People trufted, and put into 
the Hands of ^^^ whom They neither did, nor would 
have tmfted) who will fay that fuch a Deviation from 
thofe Rules of Parliament, which ought to be deemM 
Ikcred and preferved inviolate, may be eftablifhMy or 
fhould not be oppofed by ail poflible Means, if it was 
cftablifh'd ? 

U alt This be as clear as T imagine it is } if the 
Objeftions to frequent Ele&ions of Parliaments d(> 
not lye; or, fuppofing them to lye, if the Danger on 
one 5/V/? outweighs vaftly the fuppofed Inconveniency 
on the other 5 nay, if Laws and InftHutions, not more 
cfTential to the Prclcrvation of Liberty than this antient 
and fundamental Rule of our Con^tution, be main- 
fain'd J and if all Men are forced to agree, (even They, 
who wifh them perhaps aboli(h'd) that they ought to 
be maintain^, for the Sake of preferving Liberty ; let 

me 
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me ask a^in, how comes k to pais that We obferve {^ 
great a Difference between the Sentiments and Reafbn- 
ings of Mankind zboMl frequent SeJJions of Parliament^ 
and frequent Parliaments ; about the Cafe now before 
us, and all the others^ that have been mention^ ? The 
only Kfanner, in which I can account for fuch an In- 
conuftenc/y is This. The Sight of the Mind difien 
very much from the Sight of the Body^ and its Opera* 
tions are frequently the Reverfe of the other. Obje&. 
at a Diflance appear to tht former in their true Magni- 
tude* and diminiih as they are brought nearer. The 
Event, that created much Ailonifhment, Indignation, 
or Tenor in Profpe^, creates lefs and le(s, as it ap- 
proaches, and by the Time it happens. Men have hr 
miliarized Themfelves to it. -If the Romans 

had been told, in the Days of Auguftus^ that an Em- 
peror would fucceed, in whofe Reign an Horfe ihould 
be made Conful, They would have been extremely 
furprized. I believe. They were not {q much furprized, 
when the Thing happen'd ; when the Horje was C6nrul 
and Caligula Emperor. ——If it had been foretold to 
thofe Patriots- at the Revolution^ who rememberM long 
Parliaments^ who flill felt the Smart of them, who 
ftniggled hard for annual^ and obtained with much 
Difficulty, at the End of five or fix Years, triennial 
Parliaments f that a Time would come, when even chq 
Term of triennial Parliaments would be deem'd too , 
ihorf, and a Parliament, chofen for three Tears^ would 
chufe idclf for fvur more, and entail feptennial Parlia* 
tnents on the Nation ; that This would happen, and the 
Frui;s of their honelt Labours be loll, in little more 
than twenty Years ; and that it would be brought about, 
whilil our Government continued on the Foundations 
They liad then fo newly laid ; if all This had been 
ibretold at the Time I mention, it would have appeared 
improbable and monftrous to the Friends of the Revolu- 
tion, Yet it hath happcn*J ; and, in lefs than twenty 
Years, it is grown, or is growing, ^uniliar to us. The 

L 3 uni- 
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uniform Zeal and Complaiiknce of our ParRannnts (or 
the CrfffCH leave little Room to apprehend any Attempt 
to govern zoithout tbem ; or to make TTiem do in one 
Stjpon the Work o^ feven ; though This would be cx- 
tjemcl/ convenient, no Doubt, a great Eafe to fiaun 
Miniflers, and a great faving of Expence and Time to 
Country Gentlemen. But fuppofe, ^or I defire it may 
ht rememberM that We reafon hypothetically) fuppofe a 
Parliament fhould think fit to give, in the firft SeJJfWy 
all the Money, all the Credit, and all the Powtrs^ ne- 
ccflary for carrying on the Government, during feven 
Yean ; and then let thofe Perfons, who will be fhock'd 
at this Siippofition, and yet declare Themfclves for yi;f- 
tenntal Parliaments^ lay their Hands on their Hearts, 
and confider whether fuch an Alteration of the Gmfti- 
tuiion might not grow familiar to Them, and even gain 
their Approbation. I think, it would do fo. I am 
fure, it might as reafonably as the other. They would 
find the Eafe, in one Cafe, of little Attendance^ m 
much as That of iiftant Eleffions, in the other. The 
Arguments of Cffnveniencjy Expediency, fukHck Trmh 
quility, and Strength to tU Government, would be juft 
as well apply 'd ; and if the Minifters fhould, by Miracle, 
make no very exorbitant ill Ufc of fuch a Situatxm, I 
doubt whether He, who fhould plead for annual ParU' 
aments then, would be much better heard by the ftme 
Perfons, than He, who pleads for frequent EleiH^ns tf 
Parliaments, is now. But let nt^ the Lovers of Lihrty^ . 
the Frievds of our Conftitittion, reafon in this Manner. 
Let Them remember that Danger commences, when the 
Breach is made, not when the Attack is begun i that 
He, who neglcdls to flop the Leak, as foon as it is diico- 
rer'd, in Hopes to fave his Ship by Pumping, when 
the Water gulhes in with Violence, defer ves to be 
drown'd ; and, .to lay afide Figures of Speech, that 
our Conftitution is not, like the Schemes of fome Politic 
dans, a Jumble of disjointed, incoherent Whimfies, 
but a noble and wife Syitem, the cffential Parte of which 

are 
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aie lb [waponim'd, and fo intiaiitely oonneA«d, thit % 
Cbmffi in one begeO a Change in tn« whole i that the 
fivftttnt E&Sinu tfPtrliMmtnl are u mach an e/TenciU 
Hnt of this Sr&cni u die frtfatiU Sittings <f^ Parlia. 
mtu ; that the Work oT the Revalutitn is imperfeA 
thcrefbte, and our futuie Securitiir preciiiout, unlefa 
our aneiait Cii^ilutuH be reflored, ia this elKncial Part ; 
and that the Refionition of it, in thii I^rt, ii one of 
tboft Mediodg, hj which alone the jxrnicioui Deftgnt 
^ filth Mtn, u We have tneotWd u a former Letter, 
if any liidt fhoald be ever admitted inco Power, (Bni* 
mUi ti tbt C»»fiitittiDn, under the MtA. of ZMlfir tht 
GtHnmtMt) 11117 be deluEed. 

0. I M, S I R. tec. 

N- B. Jit rtrnMining Paper* itpeii tbti StiijtB will 
it iubrtti in tbi wtxt Volume, atcwJieig to lit Order, 
ar mitb tbty were mgitTtlff fubUfifd, 

^396. Saturday, fVi. a, 1733-4. 



bme REMARKS on a letlerle tbt Q.^kttt- 
HBX, iie. humbly inlciibed (o the Author. 

^brke beimr able Sir, 

H H E it E a fuch an agmable Mixture of 
~\ the HeratisK Salt, and the Sauce dt Jts- 

■I in your late Epiftle, that no Body 
1 doubt B Moment concerning [lie 
' Ambars of it ; but as the line Turns of 
' Wit, the Delicacy of language, and the 
maderly Addrefs of the who!e are fjr iupcrior to that 
Solidity of Matter, that Strength of ArgunieiKi 'nd 
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even that noble BoLdnefs of Spirit, which runs through 
it, I am inclined to think that your Honour had the 
chief Hand in this Performance^ and that your Brother 
only fleptin now and then to your Afliflancey and a6led 
the Part of an occafional Coadjutor. 

You are pleafed to addreis Yourfelf, in this ihcom« 
parable Piece, to the Craftsmen in general; That 
IS to all Pcrfons, who have diftinguifh'd Themfelve?, 
either within Doors, or without, in the Cau(e of £./- 
l^erty. I wifli there may not be fome deep Fetch of 
Policy in This ; and to tell you the Truth, Sir^ I have 
Rcafon to fufpeft it, when I confidcr that it comes 
from fo profound a Politician i for as the old Diilin6lioM 
of Whig and Tory are growing quite out of Date 
with all fenfible Men, You feem to have a Dedgn of 
dividing the Nation again into two new Parties, under 
the Denomination of the Craftsmen and the * Ro- 
BERTSMEN. You Hiay think, perhaps, ■ that fuch i 
Diftinftion will be of more Service to You, than That 
of a Court and a Country Party, which now 
prevails in all Parts of the Kingdom. But though it 
muft beconfefs'd that the Clan of the Robertsmen 
hath grown to a prodigious Height of late Years, and 
kems to require another A61 of Parliament to fuppreis 
'J'hem ; yet you cannot furely want to be informM 
that the Craftsmen, according to your Interpreta- 
tion, are infinitely fuperior in Number ; and, if We 
except all Offices ecclefiaftical, civil and military^ may 
be computed to amount, at leaft, to Ninety-nine Pans 
in an Hundred of the whole Kingdom. 

Some of thefe Gentlemen are cmployM, at prefenr^ 
upon Buiinefs of a little more Importance than anfwer- 

ing 

* 1I Gang of bold and impudent Thirjes^ zvhn took 

their 'Name from Rabin Hood, their Lfar\r, and in- 

fefted the Frontier; of England and Scotland, in the 

Reign of King Richard the lyf . There arc fiver al old 

Statutes againfl thefe M».— — Sci C^.-it'o hjiliuta. 
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ing %9itr Litiers ; bat is I have for many Years pro- 
ff,^a Myfidf one of thcCraft/mttff and have even re* 
ceived (everal particularMarks of Favour and Diflinfli- 
OB fiom jpwr Fraternity^ upon that Account ; it may 
be expedcd that I fhouki make fbme Remarks upon to 
oooGderabk a Prodo^Uon, that the Force of your Argu- 
nencs nuy not pafs intirdy unaofwerM. 

In the firft Fbce then, who can forbear admiring 
j0ur HMmr's great SkiJl and Dsztertty, by dreffing up 
an Aimrtr $f the Craft/men la your own Coat, and 
briaging Him upon the Stage to utter a Jargon of ridi- 
CDkms TruAipery^ which no Body but You could pur 
jkito his Mouth. 

ThisFn//n^ £^ tf«rj happened, it feem?, to fall into 
Company, where all were ilaunch Robert/men except 
Himielf, and was ftrangely puzzled to anfwer their 
wile QtKftionSy concerning the prefent State of Affairs. 
I am quite at a Lofs to guefs where He could pofTibly 
drop into fuch Company ; for I know but one Place in 
the whole Kingdom, where the Majsrity is on your 
6ide. Tour Honour is fb candid as to admit that this 
Diftrefs of $ur friend was owing to the Want of due 
Inftni^lioD from his Leaders ; and therefore, left any 
of the ignorant Zeabts in our Caufe fhould happen to 
be cstch*d again in the fame Trap, I think it incumbent 
upon Me to publiih the following Pkcart for their Di« 
ledtion. 

Yeur Honeur begins with fbme warm ExpoAulations 

. CO the Craft/men^ for continuing filent upon fo critical 

s CaniuMffurej and with asking the Reafon, tviy fucb 

•bk Politicians'' 4Jir</ Patriots, as We pretend to bcj d$ 

tnt e^ft our Country with fome good Advice^ and cor- 

rtS the Blunders of the Miniftry ? This Queflion 

is reafonable enough of itfelf ; but is very improperly 
urged to the Crafifmen, whom Tou and your noble 
Brother have uicd fo ungratefully for their paft Services, 
upon Occafions of the (ame Nature. You know very 
well that We have often affiiied You with good Advice ; 

that 
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that We have aftually corrcfted ibme of your B/un- 
dersy and done all in our Power to prevent your being 
guilty of others. How generoufly did We interpofe 
our Advice, with relation to the Irish Reckuits ; 
and how did You behave, upon that Occafion ? Whji 
'pur Brother took our Advice and fbllowM it ; Tvu 
fniveird at the Difappointment of your Friends ia 
Trance ; and both of You abufed us at the fiimc Time ; 
though Experience (hews how feafbnably wc check*d 
You in that glorious Engagement.— —But let us come 
a little nearer to the prelent Cafe. Did not We tnm 
your Eyes towards Vienna, after You had been blun- 
dering through all Parts oi Europe ; and when Wc found 
You groping in the Dark about the Hou(e, did not 
We point out the right Way, and tell You the Cofofe- 
qucnces of creeping in by any other ? I need not put 
You in Mind how You rewarded us for thefc good Offi- 
ces. Inflcad of returning us Thanks, as You ought in 
Gratitude to have done, You employ'd a Band oi' Afer- 
eenarics to prove that no private Man ought to inter- 
meddle in publick Affairs, particularly with Relation 
to foreign Trafifaiiions ; and that thcDifcuffion oi ftub 
Points, whilft under Negotiation, does not come within 
the due Bounds o^ Liberty, Nay, You cannot ibrget 
that the Bloodhounds of the Prefs were halloo'd upon u% 
and— -—Heave your own Confcience to fupply the 
reft. 

I Ihall only obferve that the Hague Letter, 
which hath been adjudged a Libel by a Special Ju- 
ry, and the next Differtation in this Paper, which was 
prefented as fuch by another Middlesex Jury» 
were publilh'd almoft two Months before the laft Treaty 

of Vienna was fign'd. How unreafonable therefore 

is it to reproach us with declining to give You our Ad- 
vice, lipon the prefent Conjundure, when You had be- 
fore employ'd your Advocates to prove fuch Advice con- 
trary to Law, and have even punifh'd us for it, in a 
very fcvcrc Manner, according to Law ? 

Bciides, 
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Befides* your Importunities, upon this Head, are « 
little iaconuftent with your own Chara6^er of the 
UrmftfrniHi who are more than once reprefented as 
Penbns of much lefi Capacity and Experience in Bufi- 
mfs tboM 9ur prefent Mintfters, This is fufficiently 
teftify*d by the £vent of Things ; and therefore it 
ieemt beneath Men of fuch Capacities to call upon 
Vst in {1^ preifing t Manner, for our AfTiftaDce. 

your next Charge againft the Craft/men is equally 
ridiculous, and (pardon the Ezpreffion) utterly falfc; 
I mean, that We have changed Sides, and taken the 
Part (if France, or Spain, or the Emperor, as We 

tbit^bt would moft embarrafs Affairs, You know, 

^ir^ in your own Confcience, that We have ftcadily 
adhered to one Set of Principles, or Syftem of Policy; 
whilft You and jour Brother have been fneaking about 
from Court to Court, till You have gone through them 
all, and I am afraid will find it very difHcult to begin 
.the Tour again. 

Finding our friend intirely at a Lofs what to fay 
npon the prefent State of Affairs, You are (b good as 
.to give Him a Lift, and fupply the Want of our In- 
Aii^ion. 

You obferve, with great Sagacity and Acutenefs, that 
there are but * -three Ways, which the Government can 
poffibly take in the prefent Conjuncture ; viz. either to 
•iferve m Neutrality between the contending Powers -, 
#r to enter briskly into the Wa r, in Support of the Em- 
peror; or to SUSPEND a little, and remain for feme 
Time in a State ^Inaction. Now, whichever of 
thcfc Ways the Government Ihall think fit to take, You 
acknowledge very frankly that the Craftfmen may ra- 
filyfy many fpecious Things againft it, and have aftually 
but iome of them into our Mouths. You might thin'c 
Vourfclf, perhaps, very cunning in this Meihod ot 
Reafoning, and hope that it ^vould anticipate all oar 

• P. 13. ~" 

Objc<^ion*< 
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Objc6lions to your future G>ndu^ ; but, as it com- 
monly happens to overwife Peopje, 1 armot kejp tbink- 
iDg that You have overlhot the Mark ; for thoogii it 
is natural to fuppoie^ according to the ufual Method fif 
Diaiogui'Writers , that You have not put the ilron- 
ged Arguments into your Advcrfaiy^s Mouth, uA the 
Craft/men might be able to make (bAie Addidoiu to 
them, I will undertake to prove (that they trs fyfE- 
ciently conclufive againfi TputxA^^ur Brother i ibthat 
You are perfeftly rjgjit in your Predi^ioD, thai We 
pall not be at a Lofs fir Matter to declaim upoo^ *vhat- 
cver Side You may happen to take, or whatev£r Part 
You may pleaie Co aA, in the prefent Broils of Eur 
rape. 

You afterwards difcover a '^ fiurth Way^ which 
may be taken ; and That is, the Fart of an Acejftrj ; 
or a middle Way between Neutrality and s vigorous 
War, Here again You fumifh the Craft/men with 
fome very good Objeftions, and treat the Suppofidon 
of taking fucb a Part with fo much Contempt, that 
it {cjzms to be the laft in your Thoughts ; but You 
illuftrate the Folly of it by a Method of Reafbning, 
which I can by no Means approve. You put the 
Cafe that * twekty Degrees op Strength 
are fHCiJfary tofupport the Emperor, in the prefent War i 
upon which You fuppofe that the Pozoers We would 
join With can together make up fourteen Parts ; and 
that England, either in Purfuance of Treaties, or upon 
a Prcportto?i of Intcrefts in the War^ ought to fumifh 
Qfily THREE Parts ;y& that in the whole here will 
ic .SEVENTEEN. You then obferve that three De- 
f:REEs 6f Strength are wanting to carry on the 
li'tir with Vigour y and reafonable Hopes of Succefs, In 
I his Cafe You a:k, %vhat We fhall do, and refolve the 
C^ieliion youri'di, by a vcrv plain Intimation that Eng- 
//fz/iou^ht to i up ply the /^br^r deficient Parts, Now 

t P. 22. * P. 24. 

This, 



N^39^« 7%f C&AFTSM A W. 133 

Hiia^ methinks, isavnyodd Wayof fbrming a Con- 
Adency, and whit I dtre ky nerer entered mto any 
P^MikHofs Himlf except your own. If I may take 
the liberty of patting a dfe, in my Tom, let ut 
fappo(e that You, Sir, ne concemM with feveml other 
Pcribns in an Efiate ijftwfniy tb$Mfand Pcuwt/s m TtMr^ 
and that Yoa are invdved in a Law Stist by a fliam 
Title, wkich fomebody hath trampt up agpunft iu 
Let us likcwife fappofe dvit your Share in t]m Etfaite 
is no more dum tbnt tboujand Pnmds m Tiar, and 
tiiat your Oopartnen, under ^rnie Pretence or other, 
llMiild defire V ou to bear a doail^ Profcrtiom tf the 
ExfeMce, which b neceflary to carry on the Suit ; 
That i?, Jix TwentiefftbSi inllead of three. In this 
Ciie, I believe that even your liberal Heart would 
grumble a Httk at (b unreaibnaUe a Propotal. Per- 
licps. You will iay, that however hard the Terms 
may appear. You would certainly comply with them» 
if You ibund it neceflary to preferve your own Pro- 
perty.' But if You had an undoubted Tide to the 
Eftate, and were fully convinced that it was brought 
into Di(pute by the Ignorance, or Kna\'ery of your 
^mn Aftamtj, You would certainly turn Him off, and 
employ mtoiher, who bore the Chara^er of being more 
Me, or more bmfft. 

I am very far from defigning to infmuate that Great 
BritMitt ought not to exert Hertelf, when her own Intc- 
Telb, or die Liberties of 'Europe are in real Danger ; 
but We have been too often the Dupes 0^ other Courts ; 
and notwithftanding the glorious Succeifes of the lalt 
War, as well as the Expence of above two hundred 
MilBonSy We have the Klisfortuiie to find the Ballance 
rf Power in a worfe Condition, at this Time, than it 
was when iht grand Allyance was form'd. About ^/?v 
Miiiions of this Money was left a Debt upon the Na- 
tion, with Parliamentary Security, and Hill continues 
Jo, though We hnvc been above twenty Years in Peiue, 
and paid almoll the lame Taxes ab in Time of IFar ; 

Vol. XII. M na\\ 
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nay, though a very large Fund hath been fet apait, un- 
der the moil folemn Appropriations, for paying it off. 
It would be impertinent to tell your Honour how This 
hath come to pafs ; but fince it is certainly our Cafe, 
You muft admit that We are lefs able to pay any ex- 
traordinary Quota's towards a new ^^r.— — Give mc 
Leave to mention another Particular in our prefent 
Circumftances, which I believe will have fome Weight 
with the Publickf though it ieems to have none with 
Tou and your Brother. In former Times, when our 
Kings enjoy 'd an hereditary Revenue ^ the chief Burthen 
of a War fell upon the Crown, and the Peof/e granted 
an j^id only, upon extraordinary Occafions. But as 
Things fland at prefcnt, the whole Weight falls upon 
the Suhje^, and the King is the only Pcrfon, who pays 
nothing towards the Defence of the Nation. Nay, 
He is lo far from being a Sufierer by Warsy that He 
is a coniiderable Gainer by them ; iince the great In- 
creafe of Officers, which a War creates, mull caufe a 
proportionable Addition to the Power of the Crown, 
which hath the Difpoiition of all military Employments, 
and even give it an Influence in fome Places, where it 
is mod dangerous ; for We fee that Men of the moft 
undoubted Affedlion to the prefent Settlement, and the 
greateft Abilities in their relpedlive Profeffions, are not 
fccure, if They happen to incur the Minifter^s Dif- 
pleafure, in another Capacity. 

It is true, indeed, that Queen Anne was pleafed to 
relieve her People from fome Part of the Burthen, 
which the laft War brought upon Them, by a volun- 
tary Deduction from her Civil- Lift ; and it is proba- 
ble that his prefent Majefty will follow fo gracious an 
Example. But I doubt very much whether You, Sir, 
would Ihew any great Eagernefs to fupport a Propoli- 
tion for taxing Employments^ or retrenching their Sala- 
ries, in order to give your Fellow-Subjtfts fome Eafe, 
and make up thofe additimal three Parts, which are 
fliJl wanting to complcat the froje^cd Allyance, 

You 
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You allow "|- that there is too much Truth in the 
Plea of not being able to carry en a vigorous War ; 
but Tou beiieve the Craftfmen would treat it as a very 
ridiculous Pretence, and that They would argue from 
the Luxury oftbeNation, and the extravagant, ex- 
fenfive Way We are run into, in Building, Gardenings 
PiSures, Jewels, Plate, Equipage and Tables, &c. 
One would think, 5/r, that You were defcribing your 
Brother^s Grandeur and Magnificence in this Para- 
graph ; but fuch an Argument is very improperly put 
into the Mouths of the Craftfmen, who have always 
inveigh'd againft Luxury as the very Thing, which 
would difable us to carry on a vigorous War, in Time 
of Neceffity, by making us poor; and I wilh their Ap- 
prehenfions may not prove too well grounded . 

Your own Confciencc foretold that the prefrnt War 
would be laid t6 your Charge ; and therefore You 
make an awkward Attempt to ridicule all Enquiries 
intD the * Caufes and Occafion of it. But, for God- 
fiike, ought the People of England to be loaded with 
new Burthens, without knowing why or wherefore, 
meerly becaufe it is your Intereft to keep Them in the 
dark ? No, 5/r, They have a Right to be inform'd, and 
will be informM, notwichHanding all your Artifices to 
divert Them from fuch Enquiries. 

They know very well that the prcfent War in Italy 
is not owing to the ^adruple Allyame, as You make 
the Craftfmen argue, but to the Treaty of Seville and 
the laft Treaty of Vienna^ which have abfolutely re- 
united France and Spain, and made Them an Over- 
match for the Emperor in thofc Parts. Indeed, the 
Succeffion of Don Carlos to the Dominions of Tufcnny 
and Parma was firft eftablifh'd by the ^adruple Al- 
haneSf and f/ir^/i^W had engaged to fecure it for Him. 
BUt how ? By neutral Garrifons only ; which were 
certainly moft likely to preferve the Peace ; and Spain 

t P. 25, * P 28. 
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could not have rcproach'd us with Breach of Treaty, as 
the Emperor did afterwards, if We had refufed to go any 
farther. But the Introdudlion o^SpanlJb Garri/cns was 
fo material an Alteration, that nobody I think can be 
iurprizcd at the Effefts of it. Tour Honour feems to be 
quite in a joking Humour, when You ask us, + bow it 
^ftls the Caufe of the War in Italy /* Did France enter 
Jtaly by P.irma, or Florence ? JVi?, fay You, // // the King 
tf Sardinia batb let France in, to Jw allow up Italy, 
Tvitbout the leaft Jffiftancefrom tbe Spanifti Garrifons 
in Tufcany, or any Forces, tbat came that Way, — What 
a pietty Prevarication is Thi?, in order to fhift off the 
Occafion of the War from your own Shoulders ? I grant 
You that the French Troops did not enter Italy through 
The Dominions oiDon Carhsi but will You pretend to 
fly, with that grave Face, that France did not adl in Con- 
cert with Spain ; or that this War was not the Eflcft 
of an Union between Them? — Your Quellions about 
the King of 't-4- Sardinia have jufl as much Weight ; for 
You will not furely affert that his Sardinian Majefty 
would have ventured to attack the Emperor by Himfclf, 
v^hatever /// Ufage He might have received ; and 
therefore if the Court of France had not been provo- 
ked to join Him, there would have been no Occafion 
to give Him cither Snhfidies, or ^territories, to keep 
Him within due Bounds. 

You make Ulc of another pretty Device to fcrccn 
your own Conduct, by running into a long Defence of 
the Revolution, concerning the national Debts. But 
here again, ^/>, You have quite milreprefented the 
Cafe; for the Crafifmen do not impute the pre/ent 
Debt to the Revolution ; but have often indited that 
moll of the original Debt, contrailed upon that Ac- 
count, would have been paid off by this Time, if 
proper Meafures had been purfued, and Care taken that 

+ p 29. t4. P. 30. 
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mw Debts (hoald not be incurr'd, as fail as the old 
$»es were difcharged. 

After this Apology for the RevoiutioHy We are en« 
tertain'dy for ten or a dozen Pages more, with an In« 
vcftive on the Treaty of Vtreebt^ which is juft as 
much to theprefent Purpofe; but That is a Topick, 
which tou and your Zanies can never omit in your 
snmiverfun Packets ; and I have often coniider*d with- 
in myfeu what You would have been able to fay for 
idl your Blunders, if the Peace of Utrecht had not been 
ieady at Hand to father them upon. It was certainly 
ft very lucky Treaty for Tou ancl your Brother, what- 
^ever it m%ht be for the Nation, and hath done You 
manv a good Job. But 1 think it is grown a little too 
obfolete at prefent^ when all the Defedts of it have been 
fbpply V by fo many glorious Treaties of your own ma* 
kmg; particularly Thok of Hanover , Seville and f^i- 
enn£f by which the *t P^^" 0/ Power was fo welldi^ 
figndt tbi Limits fo well bounded, and fo fhrongly fen^ 
ted, that no Seafon ever beheld a Peace more univerfaL 
n9r did am Conjunilure of Affairs ever promife a Peau 
more eftablifb^d and lofting, — — After This, I fay, it 
may look a litde ridiculous to recal the Treaty of U- 
trecbt to your AflifUnce, and fecms not unlike the Con- 
ceit of a whimlical Fellow I once knew, who, having 
drunk three Bottles of Wine over Night, was very much 
iurprized to find himfelf fick the next Morning, tU) 
He happened to recoiled that He had eat fomcthing, 
which difiigreed with his Stomach, about twenty Tears 
kefkre, 

I defign'd to have taken fome Notice of your kind 
Hints, concerning the Hessians ; but this Paper is 
already too long ; and therefore I fliall conclude with 
,adviling You that, if your Affairs fliould render it ex- 
pedient to take thofe Troops once more inro Riy, You 

*\ See the natural Probability of a hfiir^ Peate in 

Europe, ^f. /. 3. 
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would eMThtsaSnaa"*', CiJ/i/iimi, OT My Thing die 
rather than Heffiam, which are grown almoil m odioai 
to ».n Enefifi/ Ear M»n Exciseman, otsRoxbkts* 

MAN. D. 

J am. 

May itfhafe Yaur BtiifBr, 
TMrHeneur'seu^ duiifid 
And dtvttii ServaKtt 
Caleb D'Anvers. 
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To CALEB D'ANVERS, EJr, 

SIR, 

2 F You propped Dodiing farther in yom 
T Writinp than the poor Vanity 01 iri- 
\ umphing over your Aivtrfatiti, Voa 
I have effeftually carried your Point, uid 
f may indulge yourfeU' in the highcfi 
Strains of &fuliatioa. But I am willii^ 
to believe that Vou ktd fome nobkr End in View, and 
that your Vifiory, as an Author, is more than over- 
ballanccd by your Mortification, as 3ti EngHfi3maii,Mfaa 
tonfidering the prelenc Pofture of Affairs, both at home 
and abroad. It is true, indeed, that the minifterUl 
Writert are quite difeoinStcd and driven om of all their 
t'jrnier Aijumenti', which are now To fully exploded by 
the Cour^ ^ Eventt, Some of Them luve thou^c 
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it to oontinne ia a State of abfolute Silence ; whilft 
Others are forced to fi:ulk about from Paper to Riper, as 
^eir PMtroM raoe from Court to Court, in order to con- 
ceal their CoDtradidtions, and argue againU Themlclves 
with tcderable Decency* Yet, even under this Difguife, 
Tbey induftrk>uily avoid coming xm the Point, or giving 
any pardcukr Anfwer to what hath been alkdged on 
the ^tbif Sidi. They trifle only in Generals, and en- 
deavour to draw os off* from the Scent by a new Tor- 
rent of Ribaldry on the Peace of Utrecht \ though 
They boafled, almoft two Years ago, that They bad f up- 
MddUtbi DdeBs ^^ that Treaty, and eftablijh'dtbe 
IrsBpuUh §f Europe mt 4 lafiing toundaitM, This^ I 
naoft conteftp ii ridiculous enough, and naturally excites 
Imghter* as it deferves Contempt. But the peculiar 
Circninflinces of Afiairs, at this T^me, ought to carry 
eiir Thoughts beyond the Abfurdities oi Jucb Wretches^ 
and diitfl them to 7^^, who have worked up the pre- 
IcBt Stonn in Europe. One of their Advocates hath 
the Modefly to call the prefent Conjun^ure an * ba^ 
Situatwf, with Refped to I//, and defcants very florid- 
ly an the Wifdom of our Counfels, which have brought 
w'est Britmn into this bleflTed Condition ; but even the 
Letter-writter t9 the Craftsmen is afhamM of fuch pro- 
£%ate A&tions, and feems to acknowledge that We 
are brought* by fbme Means or other, into a terrible 
CompHcatioD of DilUefTes; though He is very unwill- 
ing that We fhould make any Enquiries into the Caufes 
<£ it. Indeed, the Cafe is too evident, and wants no far- 
ther Explanation. The great Increafe of our Seamen^ 
the Augmentation of our Land-Forces, and other military 
Appearances, both at home and abroad, arc fufficient 
ProoB that our Court do not think Themfelvcs intirely 
unconcern* d in the prefent War, nor free from all Ap- 
prehenfions of being engaged in it. This, perhaps, is 

an 
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an happy Situation for fome Perfons, who may hope to 
amafs Wealth, or fcreen Themfelves by publick Confu- 
fions ; but it alFords a very melancholy Profpeft to the 
People in general, who are already burthen'd with fuchr 
heavy Debts, and fuch a Multiplicity of Taxes^ that 
even the moll expert ProjeSfors will find it extremely 
difficult to open any new Sources, without diftreiT- 
mg the prefent Generation in the moft neceiTary Arti- 
cles of Life, and entailing infinite Hardfhips on their 
Pofterity. 

But if it (hould be abfolutely ncceflary for our own 
Prefervation to take a Part in this Wary we rouft ilib- 
mit to it, whatever may be the Con^nence; and 
nothing ftirely can be more requifite, in fuch a Crifis, 
than an hearty Union, or Coalition, amongft Ourfelves ; 
which tends mofl effeflually to render the Adminiiba- 
tion cafy at home, and give Weight to their Counfels 
abroad. Party-Government is always a wretched Ex- 
pedient ; but more efpecially fo at a Time, when ex- 
traordinary Subjidies are required of a People, who are 
almoft ready to fink xxn^tr xhtir prefent Burthen i for 
though the collcftive Body of the Nation are concluded 
by their Reprefentatives, and obliged to fubmit to any 
^axes, which are legally irapofed upon Them ; a wife 
Government will always endeavour to have then- Hearts^ 
as well as their PVirfes, at Command* and (Irengthen 
their Power bv popular AfFeftion. The Force of this 
Argument will not be difputed by the Court-Writer^^ 
who have often prels'd it, with great Warmth and In»- 
portunity, againft the Gentlemen in the Oppofition. 
The Neccffity therefore of an Union, or Coalition, is 
acknowledged on both Sides; but I am afraid there is 
a very material Difierenee between us about the Nature 
of it, and the Terms, upon which it ought to be found- 
ed. The minifttrial Writers feem to mean nothing far- 
ther by a Coalition than an abjedt Surrender of our In- 
terefts and Underftandings, at the Difcretion of Men ik 
Towevy without any Capitulation. But a Coalition, in 

th« 
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the proper Senfe of the Word, certainly means fbme- 
thing more. It means an Abolition of all former Ani- 
moil ties, a mutual Accommodation of Difterences, and 
an Agreement upon ibme general Points^ in which both 
Parties ought to give Way a little to the Prejudices of 
escb ptber. The Body of the People have fliewn a 
ftrong Inclination to fucb an Union. The Tories have 
not been a(ham*d to renounce tbofe ridiculous Principles 
of Givemment, which Ibme of their Party have for- 
meily maintain^ ; and the fFbigt have contefs'd, with 
the fame Franknelsy that the Pra^ices of their Party 
have often been a Scandal to their Principles, fiotii of 
them have declared their Affcdion for the prcfent Efta- 
hlijbmentj and afted in a friendly Concert with each 
other, for the Prefervation of our common Liberties, 
They juftly concur in Opinion that the former intirely 
depends on the latter^ and that large Grants to the 
CnwM ought always to be remunerated by the Reircfs 
of popular Grievances^ when there are any to be re- 
dreGi^a, according to the antient Pradlice and even the 
InHitutba of Parliaments, 

■ Such ft Difpofition as This, and at fuch a Time as 
This, is certainly a very happy Circumffamce for the 
Nation; and nobody will endeavour to prevent the 
Fmit3 of it but Thofe, whole Intereft it is that honeft 
Men of all Parties ihould not agree. The Marquis oL 
Hallifax defcribes fuch Men very well in his Character of 
a Trimmer.'''''^ '* What do angry Men ail, fays He, 10 
*' nil Qi againft Moderation P Does it not look as if 
*' They were going to fomc very fcurvy Extreme, that 
*^ is too ftrong to be digelled by the more confidering 
" Part of Mankind ? Thele arbitrary Methods, befides 
'* the Injulticc of them, are ( God be thanked ) very 
'* unskilful too; for they fright the Birds, by talking fo 
" loud, from coming into the Nets, that are laid for 
" them ; and when Men r.greeto rifle an Houfe, They 
•* leldom give Warning, or blow a Trumpet. But there 
** are. .ibine jmall Statcfmen, who are jio full chaig'd 

with 
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with their own Expcftations, that They cannot con- 
tain. And kind Heaven, by fending fuch a fea- 

" fonable Curfe upon their Undertakings, hath made 
** their Ignorance an Antidote againft their Malice. 
** Some of Thefe cannot treat peaceably. Yielding 
" will not fatisfy Them. They will have Men by 
*• Storm. There are Others, that muft have Plots, 
** to make their Service more neceflary, and have an 
" Intereft to Iceep Them alive, lince They are to live 
** upon them ; and pcrfuade the King to retrench his 
" own Greatneis, fo as to fhrink into the Head of a 
** Party, which is the betraying Him into fuch an un- 
'* princely Miilake, and to fuch a wilful Diminution 
* • of Himfclf, that They are the la 11 Enemies He ought 
** to allow Himfelf to forgive. Such Men, if They 
** could, would prevail with the Sun to fhine only up- 
*' on Them and their Friends, and to leave all the reft 
" of the World in the Dark. This is a very unufual 
*• Monopoly, and may come within the Equity of the 
V Law, which makes it Treafon to imprifon the King ; 
*^ when fuch unfitting Bounds arc put to his Favour, 
^' and He is confined to the narrow Limits of a particu" 
*^iar Set of Men, that would inclofe Him. Tbefe 
*' honeft and only loyal Gentlemen, if They may be al- 
** low'd to bear Witnefs for Themfelves, make a King 
** their Engine, and degrade Him into a Property ac 
** the very Time, that their Flattery would make him 
** believe They paid divine Worfhip to Him. Befides 
** Thefe, there is ^ flying Squadron on both Sides, that 
'' are afraid the World mould agree ; fmall Dabblers in 
*' Conjuring, that raife angry Apparitions to keep 
'* Men from being reconciled, like Wafps, that fly up 
'' and down, buz and fling, to keep Men unquiet ; but 
** thefe Infers are commonly fhort-lived Creatures, and 
'' no. Doubt in a little Time Mankind will be rid of 
** them. They were Gyants at lead, who fought 
** once againfl Heaven; but for fuch Pygmies as Thefe 
** to contend a^bH it, is fuch a provoking Folly, that 

" the 
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" the infilint Bunzlers ought to be laughM and hifs^d 
" eat of the World for it. They fliould coniider there 
'' is a Soul in ijtax great Bodjf of the People, which may 
** &r a Time be drowfy and unaflive, but when the 
** LHfiatban is rouzed, it moves like an angry Creature, 
*^ and will neither be convmced, nor refilled. The 
** People can never agree to fhew their united Powers, 
*f till Hiey are extremdy tempted and provoked to it ; 
** ib that to apply Cupping-Glaffes to a great Beaft, 
'' naturally diipofed to Sleep, and to force the tame 
^* fbii^f whether it will or no, to be valiant, muft be 
" Ieam*d out of (bme other Book than Macbiavel, who 
*' would never have prefcribed fuch a prepollerous 
'< MeduxL 

This is a lively Pidlure of fome Perfons at prefent, 
whofe Guilt makes Them endeavour to revive our for- 
mer Animofities, and fow new Divifions amongft us. 
Being conidous that their own Safety confiib in the 
fame blind PartyZeal^ which firft railed Them, They 
leave no Arts untry*d to blow up the dying Embers of 
Fadion into a new Flame, and frighten well-meaning 
People with Defigns againil the prefent Bftablijh- 
ment. 

For this Pnrpofe, the News-Papers have been lately 
fiird with wild Accounts from Rome, about the Preten- 
der and his Sony as well as broad Hints that fbme 
Enterprize, in his Favour, is now in Agitation, and 
that He is anally preparing for a Journey. There may, 
perhaps, be (bme Truth in the latter Part of this Intelli- 
gence; for if We Ihould think fit to take Part with the 
Emperor, it is probable enough that France will play her 
old Game over again, by fending for the Pretender over 
the Alpfy and making ufe of Him as a Tool to alarm 
People here, and make a Flutter in Change- Alle-^. This 
may do us infinite Mifchief, in our prefent Circumllan- 
ces, by depreciating publick Credit y and making vail 
Numbers of People uneafy in the Poffeffion of their 
Properties, But trance will alv/.^ys have this Advantage 

againil 
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« the Safety of the Nation feems to depend u much as 
« on the Succefs of the IFiar, in which We ait engaged. 
«* The carrying on the JFifr would be throwing away 
^* (o much Treal'ure and lb many Lives, unlefs at the 
^* fame Time, that We fectn^ our Liberties igidnft t 
«* foreign Enemy y We can prevent the Danger of their 
•* being undermined at home. 

" If every Gcndeman's Ojffiee and Emplrfm*nt were 
•' added to his Name as it is call'd over, every Call 
** of the Houfe would put us on confidering whether 
*' fome new Law is not wanting to leiTen the Number of 
•< fucb Members as poffcts them ; and I am afi«Jd it 
<* would now appear to You that They are more nume- 
•* rous than ever, notwithftanding the ievoid Bilisj 
*' that have pafled both Houfes^ and feveral others , thsc 
•• have paffed only this Houfi ; by which the Senfe of 
*' the Commons hath been fo often declared ; though 
" perhaps, not fo well as it might have been, had We 
•• obferved the fame Order, when many Members are 
•' ferjonalh concerned ^ that Wc do, when one Member 
*• is, by obliging Them to withdraw. The Oppolcrs 
•• of thffe Bills have often been fo few in Number, that 
•* They might be only fuch as were in Employment ; 
" and if Thy had withdrawn, the Bills might have 
«* pafb'd v.'ithout ^fingle Negative, 

•* Though the civil OJiceis fliould not be increased, 
** the Coniinuance of the M'ar muft make the military 
Officers more numerous and more poweiful. Tho'c, 
who have no other Fortune depending on the War 
than the Command of a Regiment , liavc nothing c\{c 
to do but to make a proper Dirpofition in the Cloath- 
ing of it ; by which Means fuch an Inrereft may be 
made in moft of the Corporations, as no Gentletnan 
in the Country is able to refill. Promotions may be 
** made every Day in the old Regiments, and nczff ones 
** raised, and a very great Share of thcle Preferments 
^ falls to this Houfe. The Number v.^ fuch Members 
•* is therefore fo far from being reilrain'd, tliat it feems 

• ♦ liLi-Iv 
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^* likely to mcreafe» as long as the War lads. The 
«• heavier the Debt is upon the Nation, the more of 
** Tbofif who recdve the fublick Money, will fit here 
•* and impofe the Taxes, out of which They arc 
« paid. 

** One of the wifeft and nwft flpurifhing * States does 
«* not allow any Town to chufe a military Officer for 
" its Refrefentative ; and though there is no Preroga^ 
«• the in that Country, from which They can fear 
** an Encroachment on their Liberties', yet Officers 
" arc thought to be improper Checks on Themfehef^ 
" or on fbofi, who recommend Them to their EHh- 
** pkyments, 

" The Corruption of the Boroughs is grown to fuch 
'* an Height, it is (b eafy to procure a Return, and 
** fiich a Latitude is left by the Variety of our otffn 
•* Determinations, that whenever any Set of Minifters 
•* think fit to exert Therafelves, They may bring in fo 
^ many mi/itary- Officers, as together with Thofe, who 
^< have civii Employments, may make up a Majo- 
" rity. 

•• 1 hope We fliall be confiftcnt wuh Ourfelves in 
« what "We did the % other Day, when We came 10 
*♦ thofc Refblutions for preventing the Danger of arbh- 
** trary Power, When a Majority can be commanded 
*' here, def^tick Power may be ellablilhM by Law^ 
** and Refiftance be made illegaL To render it, at 
" the fame Time, lawful for the Buljeil to rejift, and 
M cafy for a Prince to become abfolute, is bringing the 
" Nation into perpetual Danger of War between the 
" Kit^ and the People, If fo many Members fhould 
" be gained here, as to vote a fufiicient Army, Rejift" 
*' ance might be impoffible, though it were lawful. 
" But admitting the People would be always able to 
** regain their Freedom, it cannot furely be thought 

N 2 " more 
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*• more advifeablc to ufe the Remedy of j^ms than to 
*' keep our Liberties fafe in a ^»/V/ ^^V- If We take 
** Caie that there always be a fufficient Number here to 
oppofe the ill Defigns of Minifters^ there will never 
be any Need of Refij^ance by Arms, 

It cannot be deny*d that in ill Times Flnces^ 
•* whether civil or mititaryy will have an Influence 
** over ill Men. For a Member of this Houfe to re- 
** ceive a private Penfion hath been always efteem*d a 
** Breach of Truft, and a Violation of our Conftitu- 
** tion; and a kvozvn Penfion ^ during Plcafarc, ex- 
** eludes a Man from fitting heie.. That a Place^ of 
** little Trouble, is as valuable as a Penfion^ of the 
*' fame yearly Income, We fee by the great Crouds of 
** Candidates, on every Vacancy, and the high Prices, 
*' that We hear are paid for them. 

" In a common Trial, all Perlbns concerned in In^ 
tereft are not only excluded from being Jurymen^ but 
even their Tellimony as to Matters of FaH is not 
thoufsht fit to be credited ; and will an ill Man, in 
ill ^i^imes, gain nothing by his r^Z/V^ ^— -— When 
a Place makes up a confiderable Part, of a Man's 
Fortune, is it not plain that if the Liberty of thi 
Subje^ comes in Competition with the Prerogative^ 
it will be his own Intereft to oppofe the Intereft of 
7hofey whom He reprefents ? May it not eafily hap». 
pen that the private Advantage of almoft every Man 
in Office will be contrary to That of the Publick ? 
And fhould a Prince occome abfolute, would not 
They fhare amongft Them the Spoils of their Fellow- 
Subjefts ? Is it not their hit ere ft ^ more than his^ that 
He fhould have no Controul ? ■ But allowing that 
it would not be for the Advantage of Smne^ who 
have great Fortunes of their own, to go into violent 
Meafiires ; yet there may be feveral Cafes, in which 
They may apprehend no great Danger in paying a 

Compliment. 1 hope every Gentleman here is la- 

tisfy'd that, in Time of Peace^ We fliall want no 

'•^ greater 
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'* greater Number of Men for Guards and Garrifons 

^ rban befiut the War ; but finoe that Efiabliniment 

*< fa^th been increaicd, a Vote mull pafi, in order to 

<< reduce it ; and muft not many Gentlemen, in that 
■*• Cafe, vote away their own Preferment ? I don't at 

«< all doubt that teveral will do it ; but if it ihould be 

/< thought proper to . increafe the Number of Guards 

^^ and Garrifius, as hath been done in tbU War^ and 

^ perhaps without Damage to the Publick ; (becauie 

** the greateft Part of Them have been employ'd abroad t 
** thon^ indeed the Precedent ieems dangerous;) would 

** any Arguments be able to convince fucb Men^ as 

'* would have their Subfiflence from the Arm'f^ that 

^ the Addltbn of a few more Troops than the laft 

^ Stttiement would give us up into the Hands of the 

^ Prince f Or dbat, without fuch an Addition, his 

*' Civil-Lifi might enable Him to compafs omr De- 

^ ftmdion ? If a Proportion for granting a Civil-Lift 

^ were under Debate, and the QoefUon ihould be 

9* whether it ought to be fetded for Life, or even in- 

^ creased^ would fuch P<Mnts be properly decided by 

^* ^b$fe^ whole Salaries were to be paid out of it ? 

f* Could We depend upon it that Men would dedufl 

^ diat PArt out of their Calculation, which would be 

** fet aiide for their own Wages? When Men iii 

•« Places are not above being governed by Intereft, They 

«' will certainly be diredled by ^ofe, who prefer I'hcin ; 

f* b that it will be no Security to us, that the CrGzvn 

f* can neither increaie, nor diminlih the Number of 

•' Members ; for as long as it hath tlie Power of raifing 

** RegimeniSj and bellowing Places and Penfions^ it 

«* may at any Time take off from ^.'ofe, who ought 

f* to reprefcnt the People, and add to Thofe, who may 

** be induced to reprefcnt the Court. 

** But if We could fuppofe that Places would never 

^« influence Men; and their iitting here would' raifc 

'• Them to more generous Thoughts than We common- 

^ ly fee in Others ; I fay, if Wc could be iatisfyM of 

N 3 •* This, 
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This, yet We ought to take all poflible Care to keep 
ourfclvcs from any Imputation of that Kind, and 
confidcr that the Honour, Dignity and Power of 
this Houfe can only be ilipported by the Opinion, 
*' which 'I'hofe witbottt Doors have of its Jnt^rity ; 
*' for it is not enough to be uncorrupt^ unlefs We have 
'' the Reputation of being fo too. It it to the un- 
« bleraifli'd Condud and Charaaer of nofe, who 
** have fate here before us, that We owe all the Advan- 
*• tages We now enjoy by our ConBitution. When the 
^' good Name of Parliaments hatn declined, their An- 
** thority hath alwavs been dimuiifhed in Propoftion ; 
*' and what can be tne Weight of five hundred Gentle- 
** men^ who are to ftand by Tbemfehesy as They al- 
** ways will, unlefs They can convince Others that 
'* They are carrying on their Juterefi, as well as 
•* their ozM? 

The high Opinion, whfch We all have of the frr- 
fent Sovereign, can be no Obje£lion to the ufing oar 
** Endeavours for obtaining a Security againft this -Dan- 
ger. Were She not intirely in the Interells of her 
People,, it would be in vain to hope for any fueh 
Laws, They arc never fo likely to be obtain'd, g» 
when They have the ieaft EjjeR, They are onljr 
neceffary in a had Reign ; and when That comes, it 
** is too lite to think of them. 

« Bat I muft take the liberty to iky, that notwith^ 
^< (landing the great Con£dence> which We all b 
•* juflly repofe in the frefent Sovereign, there never was 
*' more Reafon than now to provide for our future 
-*< Safety. — If We had nothing elie to fink us, the 
** Debt of the Nation is heavier than it ever hath bear, 
*' and than the Nation was ever thought able to bear; 
•' The People are extremely weakened by it, and in 
'* Proportion as the Commons are weakened, the Crown 
" advances in its Power ovtx Them ; fo that although 
" the Number of Officers here had not been increa'- 
«< ibd, the Debt being fuch as the People were never 

^ bur* 
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** barthenM with before, it imports us more than ever 
** to provide againft the Danger of any Incroachmenti 
** from the CrQtxm, 

•* The landed Men tie not only IcfTcn'd in general, 
•* but every particular Gentleman, the more He fccli 
** the Weight of Taxes, the more He lofes of hb In- 
<' tereft in the Country, and the more of that Intereft 
•* is tran^fen'd to the Perfins, who receive their Pay 
*« out of tb9fe Taxes. 

" If We would effeftually put the Prcteftant Sue- 
<' eeffion upon fuch a Foot that it cannot be fhaken, 
" We ougnt to tonvince Men that They will be free, 
** when They are under it. They will always be 
" moft zealous in Defence of that Eftablifhment, un» 
•* der which their Uherttes are moft fccure. 

'• There arc few Gentlemen here, who have not, at 
••one Time or other, even fince the i?«'tf/«/wzr, been 
^^ iimfible bow neceflary it is for our Safety to make 
•* feme Provifion in this Matter. If every Man, wht) 
'' hath once been of that Opinion, fhould be fo now, 
*• t Bill for it would pafs more unanimoufly than any, 
'• that was ever oflFer'd to the Houfe; and if there be 
** feme Perfens, who think our Cwftitution fecure, for 
•• the Time to come, as well as the prefent, it is to 
•* be hoped that They will have fo much Regard for 
•• Thoie^ who are of a different Opinion, as to ro- 
•* move their Apprehenfions, and give Them feme con- 
•* vincing Proof that qmx great Succrjfes abroad \\\\\ ef- 
** fe^tually prevent any Attempts upon our Liberties 
•* at borne. 

Tkis Speech breathes the Spirit of an huncjl Englijb- 
mmSj and I am fbrry to obferve that the Rcafoning in 
it hath proved fo prophetic k ; for though We have 
now been above twenty Years in Feace^ the national 
Debt continues much the fame as it was at the Conclu- 
iion of the War ; and an Army of near twenty thou- 
fand Min hath been kept up, under the Name of 
Guards and Garrijons, for moft Part of that Time, 

By 
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By ihefe Means it hath come to pafs that the Num- 
ber of OjSfwr/ and Pkci-mtn, in the /ft«A tfCm- 
rnsii!, is fo fir from being reduced, ihat They hare 
been growing upon ub ever lince, and may in Time 
become a MmfHj of the whole Houfe. Whatever 
Reafons therefore might be affign'd ibr delaying /ueh 
a Pr^vijion at the Time, when ibii Speetb waj made, 
there can be none at prefeiiti when the Necefiity of 
it hath been confirm'd by the Experiene* rf above 
Mmty Yean. 

It is lo be hoped, indeed, that the late gbriousAA* 
ftr frivtnting Bribtrj at EliSions, and the vigotonj 
Execution of it, will remedy fome of the Evils men- 
tion'd above i fuch as the Cm-ruptm of B>r»Mgbi,/alJe 
Returns, and partial Determinatims. But We oQght 
certainly to take Ibme Care of our Libertiei mkbim 
Dotri, as well as v/itbiui ; and therefore the honeft 
Zeal of our Refrejeiitativis, at lb critical a Conjundure, 
b^ ordering in a Bili for this Purpofe, ddervcs the 
highdt Applaufe, ai I hope it will meet the utmoA U- 
nanimity. Z>, 
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CHE RE being a ftrong Report in Towh 
T that a Motion wil! be ibon made in Par- 
I liamcnt, for repealing the Jtfteninai JS, 
i and relioring our antient Conftitutionof 
\ frequent, neto Parliaments, I cannot en- 
leriain my Readers better, at this Junc- 
ture, than by [bme Eitraiis from a Speech made in 
the Hoafe of Cemf.ei-, wh':n the kii for tritnmdl 
Parliamtnts was repcal'd. Great Part of tbii Spereh 
coofifts of Arguments a^ainft tlie Power of an Hiiufi of 
Cimmtas 
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commons to continue Themfelves longer than the 
Term, for which They wcrcelefted; but all fucceed- 
)Dg Parliaments having been chofen by the People for 
JevfH TearSy thofe Objedlions have no Weight in the 
preient Cafe. I (hall therefore quote fuch Parts only 
«s relate to the Queftion. tohether long or fhort Parlia- 
ments are mofi agreeable to the Nature of our Conftitu- 
tUft, and moft conducive to the Inter eft of the Nation, 

The Gentleman, who made this Speech y begins with 
ihewing that Parliaments antiently confided of but ofte 
Seffion^ which never lafted a Tear ; and that there is no 
Iniknce of a Prorogation to be found in our Hiilory 
till thcvidient Reign o^ Henry the 8 th. He then ol>- 
ibrvcs that the Neceffity of frequent Farliamsnts feems 
to be univerfally allowed, and proceeds in the follow- 
ing Manner. 

•• f Wilh Gentlemen would as generally concur that 
•* I the other Part, which I have mention*d, and I 
•■ think have made appear to have been our antient 
** Conftitutiin, were as abfolutely neceflary to the Prc- 
" iervatlon of our liberties ; I mean Parliaments of 
•U pniSeffiiUi not ovXy frequenty. but frequent New 
•* Fahliaments. The Thing, inde^; appears very 
'' evident to Me ; fo evident^ that, in my poor Opi- 
^ nion, our Liberties would not be more, nay not fo 
" precarious under an ahfolute Monarchy, as with an 
*• Houfi tf Commons, who had Right to fit either for 
*• many Years together, or without any Limitation of 
«• ^ime ; for it is certain that a Prince, who flood 
'* only on the Bottom of his own abfolute Authority, 
** aflilled with a few Miniften ^-w^Jome Troops, would 
.«* ftiU think Himlelf pretty much upon his good Beha- 
-*• viour towards the united Body of his People, and 
«* would probably be cautious of exerting his Power, 
•* in fuch a Manner, as to giveajufl Provocation to 
•* a general Revolt, and fetting up Another in his 
** (lead i but a Prince^ with a Parliament at his De- 
** ro/w/r, would be infinitely more terrible, and, with 

" much 
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much greater Security, might give a Loofe to every 
Extravagancy of Power ; for when the Reprefenta- 
fives of the Peoples who are chofen by Them to be 
the Guardians of their Liberties^ can be prevail'd on, 
*' for little Advantages to Themfelvcs, to betray their 
** Trull, and come into all the Meafures of a defigit' 
" ing Miniftry^ it is then indeed that the Liberties ef 
'* a People are in the moft imminent Danger ; and 
'* furely there is great Reafbn to apprehend that an 
*' Houfe of Commons might loon become very obfequi- 
*' ous to a Minifiry, if They were to lit for a long Pe- 
** nW, or without Limitation, and if there were no 
** near Day in View of a new EleSiiony when the Con- 
** du6l of Gendemen, in this PlaeCy would be en- 
'* quired into, in their refpeRive Counties. 

** 1 believe it will not be deny'd, that it is vtty 
•* poffible for a Miniftry, by Penfions and Employments 
to Some, by the ExpeSations railed in Others, and 
by the Corruption of Electors imd returning Officers'^ 
to obtain a very great Majority, intirely and blindly 
*' at their Devotion, even at the very firft Meeting of 
'^ a Parliament ; and that by a Committee of EUBi- 
'* onst and other proper Helps, their Party may daily 
** increafe ; and that fuch a Parliament may be fo far 
from protedting the Liberties of their Country y or 
from being a Terror to ivil Minifiersy as to become 
Themfclves the Tools of Oppreflion in the Hand of 
Jiich a Miniftry, and by Authority to confecrate the 
worft of Anions J to declare every honeft Patriot, 
who hath the Courage to attempt to ftem the Tide 
*' of Wicked nefs, and to Hand up for the Liberties of 
** his Country, to be its great eft Enemy j and Tbofe, 
** who are ready to give it up, to be the only true 
** Friends of our Conftitution \ and if This Ihould ever 
happen to he our Caie, I beg Gendemen to con- 
fider, whether a greater Curfe could fall on any 
'* People, than to have fuch a Parliament as This en- 
*' taiPdupon Tlyem. 

I have 
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*« I have been often furprized, wlieil I reflefted 
«* how wanting we were to oarfeN«s, at the Revolu- 
** ttorit in not retilcvittg and fecuting forever, hy the 
i«* Claim of Rights^ oar sntient Conftitation oi jfreptenf, 
•« new Parliaments ; which, in my poor OpMiion, waB 
«< much more valuable than All that We ckimVl be- 
« jides ; but We obtam'd 'Hiis, in Part, by the AH 
*« pafs'd in the fixth Year of the Reign of Kfflg WiU 
«« liam^ and which the Bill before us intended to re- 
«< peal; for by that J^We are to have new Parlia^ 
'«* ments^ at leaft, once in three Tears ; and even This 
<« is fuch a Security to the j?r//^ Liberties, that all the 
** Objeftions againft triefmial EkSHms are but very 
<* Trifles, when compared with That. Therefore I 
** am not a little forprized, when I hear Gentlemen 
'»* fay that the triennial ASl is a new Gonftitucion, and 
<* tfhaft the intended Repeal of it will be but reftoring 
••^ the King, in Part, to his Prerogative^ and fetting 
'^' the -Conflttutim a little nearer to what it antiently 
»* was. Surely, there is nothing ferdicr from the 
<* Truth of the Fail. The antient OmfKtution wa5, 
*^ at leaft, annual new Parliaments i and This was 
'** broke in upon, ^nd that Breach afterwards con- 
** tinned in the Manner, which I have already fcft 
forth ; and by this ASi Wc have no new Privilege 
granted, but only reftored in Part to Thofc, which 
We had always a Right to. But were it in Reality 
a nezv Grant y fhall We give it up to enlarge only the 
Prerogative nf the Crown ? May We not, in the 
fame. Way of Reafoning, give up the Habeas Cortus 
** ASiy and all the other Privileges and Inununitie?, 
** which have been obtained to the People from the 
'* Crown, from the Date of Magna Charta to this 
*' very Day ? This furely hath not been the good old 
•' Way of Reafoning in this Place, and I prefume it 
•' will meet with due Difcouragement at this Time. I 
** hope We ftiall, on this and all other Occalions, ac- 
** quit ourfelves like Britons^ and not give up, in Com- 

'* plai&nce 
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<* plaifarce to any Miniftryy the fmallel!, much left the 
«* greateft and moft valuable Privilege of Thofe We 
<* reprelcnt ; and that We fhall have the utmoll Cau- 
<* tion in making any Step, that may have the leafl 
<* Tendency towards that Slavery, from which, at the 
*' Rifque of a Revolution, and an immenie Expence of 
^* Blood and Trealure, We have fo lately reicucd our- 
- <« felves. I hope yet to live to fee the Day, when our 
«« prefent gracious Sovereign King George the firft wiil 
«* have the Glory to complcat the in tire reftoring of 
** our antient Conftitutionj to which his Prcdeceilbr 
«* King William the third hath made fuch a confide- 
«' rable Advance ; and that, inftead of triennial^ We 
<» fhall have annual new "Parliaments, Then, indeed, 
*' the Britijh Liberties will be founded on a Rock, a- 
<* gainft which the Machinations of the toorft Miniflries 
" will be never able to prevail ; and the Crottm will be 
** frequently and faithfully inform'd of the Sentiments 
«* of the Pecylc, and be thereby enabled to prefcrvc 
•* that Conndence and good Correfpondencc with 
<* Them, fo abfolutely neceflary for the Happinefs of 
<* both. To This I may add, that the Inconveniencies 
«* from triennial E legions will thereby be much' more 
^* efFedually redrefs'd and cured, than ever they will 
<* be by palling the Bill before us into a Law. Upon 
** the whole therefore, I fliall take Leave to affirm^ 
<* that We have at prefent an indifputable Right to tri' 
'* ennlal new Parliaments^ and a very juil Claim (for 
♦* I know of no Law, that hath deprived us of it) to 
«* annual Elections. 

" // hatb been faid that three Years is too Jhfirt a 
•* Time to eje^ any Thing of great Momerit for the 
** Service and Benefit of the "Nation ; that the firft Seflion 
** is geverall-j /pent in the Determination ^Eledlions ; 
** /;; tl'e fccond fomething is done ; but that the laft 
'• Scflion is ufually as much loft as the firft; Gentle- 
'* me7i's Minds running fo much on the enfuing Elcfti- 
*♦ on, as to think tf nothing elfe 5 and the Fear alfo rf 

** dijlbliging 
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*^ difohliginr tbeir Elcftors, on fo near a View of a new 
Choice, puomes a very great Byafs on tbeir Conduit in 
** FtnriiamiMt^ to the Prejudice of the publick Service ; 
*' fp tbat in tbis Jbort ^erm ofthict Years tbere is littU 
** more tban tbe Work o/onc Year done. 

** I am not a little furprized that fuch AfTertlons at 
^ theie.fhould be made Uie of^ as Arguments againfl: 
** triennial Parliaments i becaufe the v Teem to be Pr^- 
** teftatio contrcL FaSium^ as was faid bjr a very great 
*' Man of Dr. SacbeverePs Speech, It is evident that 
** the Bufineifl of the Publick was carry'd on, for fome 
"Hundreds of Years, by annual Parliaments oTi^Yy and 
** our Hiftories for that Time do not acquaint us with 
** any Complaints made of the Shortnefs of their Du- 
** ration. 

" I will agred-that much Time is fpent, not only in 
** the Jirftt but in the fecond Tear, in the Determina- 
•• tion of Elc£Uons ; but ifThefe were all, without Di- 
^* fiindlion^ left to the Committee appointed for that 
** Purpofe, it would not make fo great a Part of the 
** Bufinefs of the Houfe, as it hath of late Years done ; 
and if the Right ofEleSHon for the fcveral Cities and 
Boroughs were unalterably fixM, and not changed 
** from Time to Time, with refpeft to the Petitioners 
•* and fitting Members^ the Work, even of the Commit- 
** tee, would be greatly lelTenM. 

** As to the Inconveniencies fuggefted to the tf:ird 
•* Sejfion^ from the near Approach of a new Choice \ it 
** will be much the fame againfl the fecond SeJJion, in 
V which fomething of Bufinefti is admitted to be done ; 
** for I fee but little Difference between the Inilucnce, 
" which theProlpeft of a nezv Choice will have at tlie 
•* End of onCy or at the End of * tivo Years. The 

*» Objeaion 
*^— ^— — I ■.■111 ■■.-■■. 

* T^his was experimentally verify d in the late Cafe 
•f the Excife- Scheme, if We may believe the minilkrial 
Writers, who have often complain'' d that the aoproach- 
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** Objeftion therefore, as to this Purpofe, is altogether 
<* trifling ; but I will agree that it hath its Weight, if 
** it be urged for the long Continuance^ and greater ftill, 
" if it be urged for perpetuating the prefent Par Ha" 
** ment ; for then, indeed. Gentlemen would be irt^d 
•' from all Anxiety about z future EleBion^ and would 
be under no Reftraints, nor have any Byaft on their 
Minds from the Sentiments of ibofe^ who chofe 
•• Them. 

•* As to thelncreafe kA Bribery andCorruptim in 
EleBionSy fince the triennial JSt^ it is impoifible it 
can be owing to that Law, or that it would be in 
any wife diminifh'd by a Repeal of it ; and in Faft 
the Increafe of Bribery and Corruption in EleRions 
may have happen'd fince that Law^ and yet be in 
no wife a Confequence of it. 'Tis contrary to com- 
mon Senfe to imagine that ^ofe^ who would pur- 
** chafe their Seats in Parliament, would give more for 
'* 2i triennial than for z Septennial one % or ^zt fucb 
** Ek^iorsy who will fell their Voices, have not Arith- 
•* metick enough to proportion their Fricei to the 
** 7/W/, for which They chufe their Reprefeniativcs. 
** The funds ^ as I am informed, produce above three 
** Millions yearljs towards the Ihtereft and finking 
" fome Part of the Principal of our Debt, This grca% 
** additional Revenue, though the Property of private 
*« Perfons, is intirely under the Management of the 
•* Officers of the Crotvn, and thereby a Dependance on 
** a Miniftry hath been created, vaflly greater than ever 
** was before, or could otherwife have been ; and what 
" Influence This hath had on our Elc^ionjy throughout 

** the 

ing Elcdion had too great a Share in determining the 
fate of that Bill ; and I leave the People of England /^ 
tonfidcr whether it would not contribute to their Security 
againji the Revival of fuch an Attempt, if Provifon 
was made that a new Eh^Mion Jhould nez'er be at a very 
great BiJIance, 
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" the whole Kingdom, the A£ls of Parliament, which 
•* have been made to prevent it, fufficiently proclaim. 
^ «* We have now an Army of civil Officers as dangc- 
•* rous as any military FurcCy intirely at the Devotion 
" of a Minijtrt ; and although We may run no Rifque 
•• from This m the Hands, where his Majefty hath 
^* now placed the Adminiftration, yet We have fre- 
•* quentiy been, and may again be in Peril, fipm thi« 
•' adventitious Tower ^ of the total Lofs of our Confti- 
•• tution. 

** The fliort of the Cafe feems to Me to be, that 
•• fime Minifters have by their Conduft gone a great 
" Way to beggar the Nation ; and that Others have 
*• corrupted Thofe, who have been fo undone. In this 
•' unhappy Situation of Men and Things, the publick 
•* Money hath been employed to corrupt EkSlors and 
•• returning Officer Sy and thereby Tome late Parliaments 
** have been hli'd with tlie Creatures ot a Miniflry, and 
•' many have likewife expended vail Sums of their own, 
•* when They faw it necelFary to get, or fecurc a Place ; 
*' by which Means tbe/e Parliaments have been fiU'd 
. •* with great Numbers of mercenary Troops^ whofe 
** Names were fcarce known in the Countries, where 
•' They were chofen, without any Family-Interefts of 
*• their own, or the Afliftance of Thole, who had i and 
if there hath been any Bribery on the Parts of Tbo/ey 
who have oppofed fucb Men, as perhaps there may, 
*' it hath been occafion'd by the vile Arts, which have 
been put in Praftice againft Them. So I think I may 
truely affirm that Bribery and Corruption in EleSi'tons 
have not follow'd, as any ill Coafequence of the 
triennial A£iy but from Caufes widely diffepent j and 
that the Foundation was lirft laid, and hath been 
fince improved and earry'd on, by wicked and defign- 
« ing Minifters, D. 

O 2 SATURDA.Y 
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To CALEB D' AN VERS, Efqi 



T is joftly obferved by the m'mifiirial 
J Writtri, as much aa You may pleafe t» 
2 defpire Them, that nothtng b oilier than 
I to faarangne again!) Men in Petver, and 
I Fnd Fault with pubtickMesfurcj. Deiu, 
Taxes, Exiifei, and ftaaiing Armiei are 
flow grown fuch beaten Topicfci!, that every Schoolboy 
is able to declaim copioufly upon ihem, snd may enter 
ihe Lifts with a M'mifter ef Sinit. Nay, even the 
moll illiterate are net unacquainted with ihefe praCUcal 
ftrts of political Science. There is not a Day-LoboU' 
nr in Town or Country, who docs not perfeftly under- 
Hand the Nature of Taxei. The Knowledge of Exeifii 
is become almoft as general as the Exteni of them ; and 
jhe loweft of the People are wife enough to know that 
ftaniing Jrmiei, in Times of Peace, are calculated for 
ibme other Ends, befides protefling Them in their 
Rights and Privileges. Thefe, I fay, are Topiclis, 
which the prelent State of Aittirs hath thrown in every 
Body's Way, and adapted to the meaneft UnderBanc- 
ings; but the Point, which hath been lately Darted 
about fiptennial, or ftanding Parliamenli, as they arc 
invidioufly term'd, leems to be more popular than all 
the reft; and vet, if We examine the Arguments, ad- 
vanced upon ihii Head, they will appear as ridiculous as 
1'hofe upon any of ihc other. 
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I know the Coniequencc of thwarting the Prejodlecs 

of die People, and am very well apprized of the Ga« 

-aiour, which will be raifed againft Me for appearing in 

* Defence of /m^ Parliaments. I moil expe6l to be call'd 
a Fenfiomr^ an Hirelings a Robert/man, with all thofe 
other prettv Appelladons, which have been fo plentifui- 

Jv beftowM upon the Coart-Writers, But nothing fhall 

deter Me from fpeaking the Trudi, upon b important a 

Subje6l» and bearing my Teftimony againft any Innova- 

.tions in the prelent good Order and Difpoiition of 

- Thii^. Let us therdfbre take a fhort View of the 
.principal Arguments z^ivA feptennial Parliaments, and 
•in Behalf o^ frequent Ele8ions. 

In the £rft Place, it is alledged that Parliaments ori- 

. ginally confifled of but 07ie Sejffion ; and that ttoo or 

three new Parliaments were fometimes call'd within the 

Compais of a Tear. This is pompoufly ftyled our anti^ 

ent CmJHtnfioni and We have been entertained with a 

• great deal of impertinent Rhetorick upon it. But grant- 
. jng This to be true, hath not the judicious Mr. OJhme 

(or Mr«. OJhrne^ if You pleafe) unanfwerably proved, 
: upon manifold Occafions, that new England is better 
than 9ld England J and that our modern^ polite Confiitu- 
t$$n infinitely furpafles our antient, barbarous Conflltu- 
fign ^-— Anfwer That, if You can. 

Another Argument to the fame Purpofc is, that the 

- Method of proroguing Parliaments is a Pradice of mo- 
clem Date, and was firft introduced by Henry ihe 
Vlllth. I grant This too ; and what then ? It is well 
known that the Reformation was begun under the fame 
Prince ; and yet, 1 believe, ihefe Writers will not pre- 
famc to condemn our Religion j upon that Account. 
Popery was certainly a Part of our antient Conftitutionj 
as well as Jtort Parliaments ; and why might not one 
iUnd in need of Reformation, as well as tlie other F 
What llrange Lengths will fome Men run, wlien They 
are pufli'd on by Party-Zeal and a Spirit of Opp'jjition F 
.It is no Wonder xhsa Popery gains Ground amonj^il ua, 

when 
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vfhcn fuch Do6lrine8 are advanced by Perions, who 
call Themfelves Protefiantj, Bellarmine himfelf could 
do no more ; nay. He did the very fame Thmg, by in- 
iiiling on Antiquity as one neceEary Mark 4)f a true 
Church, 

Thus much as to the antieut ConfiituHen rf ParUa- 
ments. Let us now proceed to the Merits of the Cauic, 
aiid try it by Reaibn and Experience. 

The two long Parliaments j in the Reigns of Charles 
the I ft and Charles the ad, never fail to be meaition'd, 
upon thefe Occafions, by the Advocates for frequent 
Ek^ions. One^ ky They, was attended with the 
total Overthrow of our Conflitution, both in Church 
and State, as well as the tragical Death of the King ; 
and They add that the other brought Things almofl to 
a Crijfs again, after the Reftoration, But I muft beg 
liCave to put thefe Gentlemen in Mind that the true Art 
of reconciling Parliaments to the Temper of a Court 
was not difcover'd in the Reign of King Charles tlic ift; 
who mifcarried by the Application of harfh Remedies, 
where Lenitives might have prevail'd. It muft be cen- 
fefsM, indeed, that his Son found out the Secret, in his 
Travels abroad, and made Ufe of it with pretty good 
EfFedl; but natural Habits are ftubbom Things, and 
cannot be intirely fubdued at once. This is the true 
Reaibn why the long Parliament^ commonly calFd the 
Penjionary Parliament y in his Reign, began to boggle at 
iaft, and did not anfwer all the Expeflations, that were 
conceived from Them, at their £rft letting out. 

We arelikewife told, in a very confident Manner, 
that greater Things havebgen done hy Jhort Parliaments 
than by long ones ; upon which We are carried back to 
the mufty Reigns of the Edwards and the Henrys ; but 
You are To modeft as to allow that Prerogative prcvaird 
to a very great Degree in thofe Ages, and that the great- 
eft Part of the Lands of England being then in the 
Hands of the Crown and the Nobles y the Commons made 
but an inconfiderablc Figure ; io that no certain Con- 

du* 
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dnfioBS am be drawn from the Tranfiidlions of thofe 
Rdgns. , Let us there&re deicend to Times within oar 
.own Memory ; I mean fince the Rtvoktiony and fee 
ivfaetfaer the gieateft national Points have been really ac- 
compliihM under triennial or Septennial Parliaments. 
I know it will be fiiid» in Behalf oi.xht former, that 
die Rnomage of all oar Money was compleatedt by a 
irienmai Parliament, whilft We were engaged in a 
vigorous War with France, and even under a neto Go- 
vernwunt, which was fiu* from being ietded. Bifliop 
Smmetf fpealdng oitbis Parliament, fiims up their Cha- 
ncer in the folbwing Words. • The Parliament of 
England bad now fate its Period of three Years ; in 
wbidf great fbiags bad been dwe. fbe whole Money of 
England was reeoin^d; the King was fecured in his Go- 
'Vemment; an honourable Peace was made; publick 
Credit was reftored\ and the Payment of publick Debts 
was put on fure. and good Funds, h may be added, 
that xhtProteftant SucceJJton was eftaUi/hM, and the laft 
▼tdlqrious War againft France was carry 'd on, under 
triennial Parliaments. But what are all Thefe, in Cbm- 
.pariibn to the mighty Things, which have been dona 
by feptennial Parliaments ? Will any Body pretend to 
put the Coinage in Competitbn with the South-Sea 
Scheme, or the Bank-Contra^ ? I ^m ready to allow 
that the Proteftant SucceJJion was a very confiderable 
Point ; but, with great Submiffion, I leave it to be con- 
fider^d whether that Bleffing could have been fecured to 
■. us without feptennial Parliaments, It is true that the 
late jyak^ oi Marlborough made a Shift to buftle thro* 
:a vigorous War, and obtain'd a Series of unparallel'd 
Vidorics, by the Affillancc of triennial Parliaments ; 
but have not our prejent, excellent Minifters made a 
more glorious Figure in the Cabinet, than ever He did 
in t\iz Field I* Do not their Treaties greatly overballaiicc 
all his ViRories, both in Number and Advantage to 

this 
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this Kingdom ? Bifhop Burnet is pleafed to call' tbe 
Treaty of Ryfwick an honourable Peace^ in the PaiTage 
before-cited ; but I will undertake to prove, from un- 
doubted Authority, that the Treaty of Hdnovir^ the 
Treaty of Seville, and the laft Treaty of Vienna were 
not only honourable, but toife, fruient and neeejfar^. 
As for publick Credit, it cannot be dcny*d that the 
Foundation of the finking Fund was firft laid under a 
triennial Parliament ; but every Body knows that the 
flridl and inviokte Application of it to tht Payment ff 
our publick Debts is intirely owing to the Virtue axid 
Care of a Jeftennial Parliament, After all, it muft be 
acknowledged (for I am rcfolved to preferve the utmoft 
Impartiality) that the laft triennial Parliament had the 
Honour di atchicving two very great Points ; I mean 
paffing the Riot Act, and contin^uihg Them- 
selves. To This I have the Mortification to add, 
that the late glorious Excife-Scheme had the hard Fate 
to mifcarry, under a Septennial Parliament ; but, per- 
haps. That may be properly enough imputed, as {orat, 
of my Brother-Writers have already obferved, to a fmaii 
Error of Judgment in Timeing the Bill. However, I 
am far from defpairing to fee it accomplifh'd, under 
• another Parliament, if Things fhould happen to con- 
tinue, as I hope they will, upon the fame good Foot- 
ing. 

Having thus impartially dated the Queftion between 
triennial and feptennial Parliaments, as far as We can 
judge of them by paft Experience^ let us examine the 
'lendency of them, according to Ren/on, and confider 
what Effcfts each of them is moil likely to produce in 
Times to come. 

A proper Harmony between King and Parliament 
Lath been always cllcem'd the grcatcil Blefnng^ that can 
bcfal this Nation. Now This cannot be cultivated and 
bi ought to Perfedlion, in fo fhort a "^j crm as one^ ox 
even three Tears. It requiies Time to difcover the dif- 
icient Views, Inclinations and Circumilances of fo larg^ 

a Body 
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a Body of Gentlemen, who oome from di(bnt Parts of 
the.Kingdom, and are apt to look ihy upon one ano- 
ther, like new Acquaintance, at their firft meeting. 
ParBameMts therefore, like Wtne^ are the better for be- 
ing kept, and improve on our Hands. They grow 
mellow with Age, and wear off that Roughnefs, which 
They naturally contra6l in the Country. In This We 
hstv^Strifture, as well as Reafon on our Side. No Man, 
&ysSt. L^key having drunk old Wine, ftraitway defireth 
new ; for He faith the old is better. 

But there is ftill a ftronger Reafon againft Jhort Far- 
iiaments ; for They not only tend to the Exclufion of 
Men in Office^ and fillmg the Houfe with Country Gen- 
tlemen and FoxhunterSf who know nothing of Bulinefs ; 
but will even produce a Rotation amongft Thefe, which 
is the very Effence of Harrington^ s Commonwealth ; ^ 
that in a little Time no Gentleman will be fure of be- 
coming a perpetual Senator, unlefs He happens to be ab- 
foluie Mafter of fome little Borough, or a large Property 
in Land J and' will make it his Bufinefs to (ludy the In- 
terefts of the People, 

The Friends of the Government ought likewife to re- 
member that triennial Parliaments were the Off-fpring 
of the Toriest and that the Jflfigs had the Credit ©f 
fublUtuting feptennial ones in their Room. Nothing 
therefore being more tender than the Honour of Parties, 
what will the World fay, if the JFhigs (hould undo 
their own Work, and lick up the Spittle of the Tories ? 
This would be a ftrange Coalition indeed, and can pro- 
ceed from nothing but a Jacobite Defign. 

But whatever Reafons there may be for reftoring tri- 
innial, or even annual Parliaments, the Attempt is cer- 
tainly very unreajbnable at tliis Time, when an EkBion 
is drawing fo near, and feveral Gentlemen have been at 
fo much Coft, as well as Trouble, for two or three 
Years paft, in gaining over Corporations to their Inte- 
reft. It would therefore be very hard to abridge their 
Expedations in this Manner, and reftrain Them from 

being 
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being chofen for more than tbree Tears, when They 
have aftually proportion'd their Expences to /even. 
Let me add, that Ibme of thefe Candidates are known 
to be Gentlemen of more Zeal than Wealth, and can 
but ill afford throwing away their Money upon fuch 
Bargains. 

Laftly, and above all, I muft defire the Eledlcn-s of 
Great Britrin to take Notice that this Defign of reftoring 
triennial Parliaments is projefted by the very fame Per- 
fon?, who lately ty'd up their Hands by an ASi i^ainft 
Bribery and Corruption ; from whence it is plain that 
frequent Elections are not intended for their Benefit. 
They ought therefore (as fome of the ingenious Qou- 
ranteers hzvQ already obferved) to fhew a ju ft Indig- 
nation againft the Promoters of an J^, which prohi- 
bits a poor Man from felling his Fote to buy a Dttlc L/- 
^uor, and obliges Him to maintain his Family by what 
is cal rd bonefi Labour, and Induflry, But it is to be 
hoped that fome Expedient will be found out to relieve 
Them, in due Time, from fuch an horrible G^ 
vance ; and that every Candidate will be \o juft as to 
conlider that He is folliciting an Annuity for /even 
Tears, and not to fcruple to pay for it accordingly. 

Upon the whole, I conclude with my eameft Wifhes 
that fo pernicious a Projeil may be effcdlually crufh'd 
before this Letter fees the Light » if Mr. Uanvers 
fhould be pleafed, in his great Wifdom, to do it that 
Honour. H. 

1 am, SIR, 

Tour mo/l obedient Servant, 

Septemnius. 




Saturdat* 
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r« CALEB D'ANVERS, E/a 

SIR, 

f BOUT two Yean ago Yoa entertain'd 
' the Publjck with a DifTemtion oa 
*iiu, antient ind modern ; to which 
I Voii fufajoin'd fome ufefu! Obfervations 
I on Stools. This Difcourfe met with 
To good a Reception, that I am encoa- 
nged to trouble You with a Jnort EfTayon another do- 
mcftick Utenfil in greatVoguci I mean a Screen. 

Now a Scrfm, in the liceral Acceptation of the 
Word, lignifias a certain Piece of Mechanifm to defend 
us from the Inclemency of the Weather, cither Heat, 
or Cold, Wind, or Rain. Of Thcle there arc diverle 
Sorts; fuch as the Fan, the Fin-ikreen, xh.c Umbrella, 
and the large Folding-Screen ; which arc all grown in- 
to fuch common Ufe, that they require no farther Ex- 
planation. But a Strcai, in the metaphorical Sciifc, 
• imports fomcthing farther, and means any Device, or 
Ceiiirivtnce, to protedl Men from the Fury of jhcir 
Rnemies, or the Purfuit of Juflice. It is Ja this figura- 
tive Senfe of the Word, that I propofe to defcant upon 
Sericns in the following Eflay, which I hope will 
prove no difagreeable, nor unufefiil Entertainment te 
your Readers. 

5iTf«ii have been more or kfsufed, in all Ages, anc 
by all Degrees of Perfons; bnt efpcciativ by the ric 
and powerful. The boldeft Warriors of Antiquity n 
>er ventured into the Field of BaiJe without Ton- 
thing to flielter Them fiom the Aiiiiults of their E; 
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mies. It is well known that Achilles^ fo much re- 
nown'd in Hiftory, was not only dipt in the River 
^tjXy to render Him invulnerable, but had likemfe a 
compleat Suit of Armour, made by Vulcan himfeli^ 
which no human Force could penetrate. Jjax^ ano- 
ther Grecian Chief, is diftinguilh'd by his feven-fold 
Shield^ which was of fo large a Circumference, that 
7eucer is defcribcd in Homer fighting behind it. Moft 
of the antient Heroes made Ufe of the fame Kind of 
Screens 5 which were fometimes carried before Them by 
inferior Officers, who were obliged to fhind the firft 
Shock, and therefore ought to partake in the Honour 
of the Vidlory. This Praftice of fighting wither- 
gcts^ or Bucklers f is ftill retain'd by the Oans of Scot-, 
land I and I have often fcen them ufed, at Mr. Fig^s 
Amphitheatre, with great Succefs. 

But to proceed. The heathen Deities did not think, 
it beneath their Dignity to make Ufe oi Screens them- 
felves, or lofcreen Others. I will mention only one 
Inftance from Virgil, ^vhere Venus conceals her Son ^- 
neas and his Companion Achates in a Cloud ; 

Jt Venus obfcuro gradientes Aere fepjtty 
Et multo nubula clrcum Dea fudit Atni5iu, 
Cernere ne quis Eos ■ 

Nay the Romans had a Goddefs, calFd Laverna, 
whok peculiar Province it was to fcreen Thofe, who 
lived by Fraud and Rapine. Horace introduces a Man 
making his AddreiTes privately to Her in the following 
Lines; 

■ Pulchra Laverna, 

Da mihi fallere i dajufio fanSlcque videri ; . 
No^C7n Peccatis, et Fraudibus ohjice Nubcm. 

That is, grant me, Lavcma, a Genius for TricJtingf 
and an outward Appearance of Probity and Confcience s 

- let 
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itt my Crimes be bid in Darinefs, and cnft a QUud 
Hoer all my Regutries, 

I hive often amufed Myfelf with rcfle^ling what a 
prodigious Niimber of Votaries this Goddefs maft have 
Old, in the Dedenlion of the Roman Commonwealth, 
tnd onder moft of the Emperors, when all publick 
Virtue waslauehM out of Fafhion, and nothing was 
miaded bnt FiUage and Plunder. I dare fay the Chap- 
jsdof LeretUis not more fiequented at present, than 
Linemd*s Temple was in thole Ages. Methinks, I fee 
Sefantis on his Knees, imploring her Prote6iion and 
Affiliance to conceal his Depmiations from the Pub- 
lick. 

I could enrich this Part of my Subjeft with a M\iU 
titnde of Quotations and In(lances from the antient 
Greet and Raman Writers ; but to avoid the Imputa- 
tion of Pedantry, I fliall dclccnd to our own ^I'imes, 
when the Art and Practice of Screening fcenis to be 
hroQght to the utmoft Perfcdlion. 

The Beaumonde mull give me Leave to obicrve that 
ft Mafquerade is, properly fpealdng, no hetter than a 
^ereen ; which gives the polite of both Sexes an Op- 
portunity of convcrfing with more Freedom and Un- 
refervednefs than They might care to do, v/irhout fame 
Diiguiie. The worthy CeKtlcmmf^ wlio picn ics over 
thefe Aflcmblies, is therefore a Perfon of grc it Impor- 
tance ; and nobody can wonder at tlie Honour^, which 
ttrj paid Him by all Sorts of People. 

But there are Screens of a much hij;her Rank, and 
calculated for nobler Ends than the Proteftion of Gal- 
lantry, or tlie common Frdiltics of Flcfh and Blood. 

It. cannot he expelled, iii i'uch an Age as 'I'hip, that 
Truib and Virtue lliould be the ijje Motives of hu- 
man Adionsj or that Men \\'A\ no^ endeavour to raii< 
their Fortune?!, and fupport 'i Jicnilolve: in Grandeu 
by (bme Methods, which are nor llrielly agreeable : 
Law and Jullicc. Thole of a Philofophical Turn a 
apt to brand thcfc Things with the odious Nime 

Vol. XII. P Bril^c 
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Bribery^ Corrupticn, or Venality ; and to call aloud for 
Punipment and Reformation ; but Men of Bufineis know 
better, and forelee the Coniequences of fuch rigorous 
Proceedings. *« Some publick Corruptions there arc, 
«' as a * Court-Jfriter obleives, of that Strength and 
** Prevalence, that, however fhamcful and pemicioas 
** they may be, they muft yet be luffer'd to remain. 
** Such frequently is the Situation of Things, and- 
** fuch the Malignity of Men, that Meafurcs ftri£tiy 
*• virtuous would bring prclent Cf-.nfufion and Ruin ; 
*' and where an Endeavour to reform would over- 
*• turn. Reformation is a Calamity. Definit effe Re^ 
** medio Locus, ubi quafuerant vitia mores funtP^^, 
From hence it appears that Screening is abfolutcly ne- 
cefl'ary, vfhcn pub/ifk Corruptions groza prevalent^ and 
in whom can this great Privilege be fo properly rcpo- 
fed as in One, who hath Power to exert it ? A Prime 
Minifer, who condufts the whole Machine of Go- 
vernment, is certainly the heft Judge who are fit Ob- 
jefts of Favour ; and if a Man, who hith done Him 
eminent Service, either of a publick or private Nature, 
fhould happen to be detefted in any little Irre^larU 
ties, or Breach of Truft, and is violently purfued with 
the Cry of Juilice, it is certainly his Jniereft, as well 
as his Duty, to Hem the Torrent of popular Relentr 
ment; erpecially, if it fhould be his own Fate to lye 
under general Hatred and Sufpicion ; for publiik 
Enqtiiries are Things of a very encroaching Nature, 
and when once let on Foot, nobody knows how far 
they may^ go, or whtre they will end. Th^ may 
bcg^in, perhaps, wiih fome little Pealing Bujtnefs of 
tklri^fy or forty thoujand Pounds ; but if the Promoters 
of them aie lufFcr'd to meet with any Succcfs in their 
firll Attempts, it will encourage Them to go on, and 
proceed from i'lcp to Step, till the moll important 
Points of Government are drawn into Examination. 

It 
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It therefore behoves all Thofe, who defire to con- 
ceal the Mjfteries of State from vulgar Eyes, to crufh 
fach an inqoilitive Spirit, as foon as it appears, or to 
weary it out, like a troublcfome Gallant, by conti- 
nued Rebuffs and Denials. This h the only Way to 
quell Ofpcfitiorty and render a Minijier eafy in the Cbn- 
duft of Affairs. 

But thefe general Rules, like all others, will admit 
of fome Exceptions, which ought to be particularly 
xnention'd. Though I have contended fo ftrenuoufly 
for a fcKeening Power to be lodged in Mmjhrs, I 
would have it exerted only upon great Occafionsi 
where their own Interell is immed'ticly concem'd, 
or the Enquiry naturally tends to fome Difcoveries^ 
which affc^i: tlieir general Scheme of Management, and 
the Perfons engaged in it; for if fuch a diElaterial 
Porucr ftiould be proftituted to the Service of every 
little dirty fellow^ wlio hath jaft Cunning enough to 
cheat one of the Comfaniesy or to play a knavifli Trick 
in Exchange Alley ^ it will fink into Contempt, -and 
Gentlemen of Figure will be alhamed of its Proictlion. 
They expcft fome Difcriminatiou fiom fuch mean 
Rogues, and have a Right to be fcrecn^d according to 
their Quality. Ytifome Mmfters have been fo weak 
as to catch at every Body, who Hood in need of their 
Affiflance, without any Regard to his Birth, or Sta- 
tion ; and have endeavoured to raiie up a Party, Hkp 
the fir ft Founders of Rome, by opening an Afylutn 
for Robbers and Outlaws of all Kinds. I call this 
weak ; becaufe it hath been obferved that thefe all- 
fcreening Minifters commonly ovcrlhoot their Mark? 
and I cannot help thinking that Men, who have 
long enjoy'd the Power of diverting publick Ju- 
llice fix)m others, make but a filly Figure, when They 
come to want a Screen Them (elves. 1 know very well 
that fuch Men have many Advantages above ordinary 
De/infuents, and are able to druggie \try hard before 
They fell. As foon as They perceive a Storm rifing# 

P 2 They 
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They gcncfally throw out a Tu^, to divert the Whale, 
and have fometimes fucceeded in it; but this Scrata- 
^em will not ferve their Purpofe long ; and, for my 
Pait, I never faw a Mini/ier making \Jit of it, with- 
out thinking of Sir John Falftaff^ who "endeavours to 
hide Him'clf from my Lord ChiefJufticBy by thruft' 
ing a littk Page before Him. 7'heir next Recourfc n 
10 Corruption, which They have formerly employ *d to 
ib much Advantage, that They think it an infallible 
Expedient; and have fometimes nad the Infolence to at- 
tempt even Parliaments themfclves. They have like* 
wi.'e fome Dependence on tlie Support of a ftanding 
j^rmy, znd arc- pt to flatter Themfclves that the Hopes 
of Preferment, or the Fear of Difmiflion, will bind Men 
of tlic Sword faft to their Intcreft ; especially when 
They have tiught Them, by fome notable Examples, 
what is the Confcqucnce of di (obeying Command. 
But if all thcfe ftronf. Holds fliould happen lo fail, They 
have one Refort liiJl left, by skulking behind the Tbroju^ 
and poftir.g tlicir Mnjicr in the Front of the fiattle. 
No Writers have treated this Proftitution' of Majeflj 
wiih more Bittemcls and Aiperity than the Auuiors 
cf Cato^s Letters^ and therefore it may not be impro- 
per to quote a Pailagc or two from Them. One of 
thcfe Gcntkmcn having expoibd the common Nodon of 
I/.yaify, and confined it to the Obfervation of our 
Lnrusy proceeds thus. 

*• Before 1 have done, I would t^ke Notice of ano- 
** thcr Miilake very common, concerning Loya/ty,lt 
** is, indeed, a Trick more than a Miilake ; I mean of 
•* Thole, who ^vouJd aflcrt, or ratlier create, a Sort 
** of Loyalty to Miniftersy and make every Thing, 
•* whicli ihey do not like, an Oftence againft their 
" Mofter, 

" How cndlefs are the Arts and Indances of de- 
«* ceiving f yet the llalell Ariifices are ftiil new. The 
" above is a Method, which bad Minifters have ever 
*' taken, but which goftd anes want not. Innocent Mi- 

" nifieri 



« « 
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*' »/^^r/ will never proftitute the Name and Authority 
•* of the Prince^ to proteft their own Faults and M/^ 

takes ; and every wife and indifferent Man will be 
** for preserving Him from the Imputation of the Guilt 
*' and Folly of his Servants ; who, whenever They 
• * are for thrufting in their Mafter between Themfelves 
*« and the Cenfure, . or CXlium of their own A^ion^i^ 
** do at once acknowledge that their own A^Uona 
•* are evil, and that They would barbaroufly and un- 
*' gratefully make a Screen of their Sdvereign, and 
" fave Themfelves upon his Ruin, or Diigrace. 

" What can be more vile, what more difloyal than 
«« This ? Yet who were louder in their Prate aboof 
** Leyalty, than the zvorfl Minifters have ever been < 
** even while They were weakening their Maftet^% 
** Hands, creating Him Enemies^ and fetting Him tCt 
•« Variance with his People ? This is fo true, that it 
" hath been fometimes impoffible to love the Prince, 
** without abhorring his Servants^ and to ferve l^hem, 
** without hurting, or abufing Him, Yet while They 
«• were very loyallv undoing Him, it was foriboth high 
«* Difloyalty to renft, or expofe Them. 

I am ready to agree with our Author^ that a Prince^ 
who falls into iuch Hand^, is in a very ill Plight, 
and ought to look about Him ; but who can wonder 
that a Miniftery univerfally odious, ihould endeavour 
To prove his Meafures rights by laddling them upon 
One^ who is incapable of doing any Wrong, aod to lave 
Himfclf from being calPd to Account t by charging all 
the bad Items to his Mafter^ whofc Prerogative it is to 
be unaccountable ? 

1 fhall conclude with obferving that ABs of Grace^ 
in moll Reigns, have been nothing but Court-Screens ; 
for if We examine them with Attention, it will be 
found that Minifters have generally taken Care to com- 
prehend Thcml'elves in the fulleft Terms, and to ex- 
rept I'hofe, who have given Them any Diflurbance. 
Whether fuch a partial Dillrlbution of Indemnity can 

P 3 be 
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be properly wiled an A{\ of Grate, which feertu to in ■ 
dude ibme Benefit to the P/c^/f, let others determme j 
but I am furc nobody can deny it to be a Sereen. 

A. 1 am S I R, Sx. 
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I F all the Argnments advanced by the 
\ Cottrt-Writen, in Juftificatlon of riieir 
I Fairm, none is more ridiculous than 
' their conflant Cry of yiKsbitiJm and the 
f Pretender. All their Reafoningj ajt, 
* indeed, reduced to this fingk Point, 
-which ftcms to be their Jaft Refort, the ne flu: uhra 
cf their Party.' ■ Bo We complain of the vaft Bur- . 
then of our Dibtj, and the Multiplicity of 7axes T 
They are the belt Securities of thuprefnt Eftablifiment i 
and therefore all Attempts to dimmilh them can pnxxed 
ftom nothing but a Deftgn to undermine it,«.— — Do 
We plead for a Reduftion of the Armf, in ntne* of 
Peace ? Yef, in order to render the Nation dcfencelefi, 
and mate Wav for an Invafion from abroad i • -Dp 
V/c dciire a Repeal of the Rlet-JS and the RelloratioD 
cf irimitUI Parliamciitif JtispUin that our Intention 
is to encourage Tumults and Infurre^ions at home- 
Do We call for Amunii, and make any Enquiries 
iiio t!;e Condufl of Mimltcri at home, or abroad'? 
Tliat is to difcovct the Weaknels of the Nation, and 

j^ive our Encmlts an Advar.t3£t over us. Do We 

hnicr.t il-.olc unmtiira! DMf-oi', which haie ivtakcn- 
cJ the Cb\cn;mciuforabovca Century paft, and re- 
el .mnierd a Ceu.'Hicnof Parlifsf It is done iviih a 
\'itw of uniting ihein' ail againft the prejcnt Cmcrn- 
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tfgetrt.' ^Do We claim a Right to keep the Preroga- 
tive within due Bounds ? *Tis meant as a pcrfonal Af- 
front on the King. Do We argue upon Rez'olution 

Principles in general ? They are neceffary to pave the 

Way for another Revolution. ^In /hort, all Attempts 

to prefervc the Freedom of our Conftitution, and relieve 
the Nation from its prcfent Incumbrances, are faid to 
be founded in Jacobitifm, and however reafonable in 
dtemfelvesy vet cither in the Manner or Time, when 
they are maae, muft be calculated with a View of ferv- 
xng the Pretender,. 

I may venture to affirm that there is not one feniible 
Man in England^ of any Party, who docs not fecretly 
laugh at thefe idle Suggeftions, however it may be his 
Intereft to put on a grave Countenance, and propagate 
them in Publick. Moft of thofe Gentlemen, who for- 
merly pafs'd under the Denomination of Jacobites, have 
t^en many Opportunities to purge Themfelves from 
that Imputation ; and a thouland Incidents have fhewn 
that the Pretender is not at the Bottom of our popular 
Difcontents. But if any Jealoufies and Sufpicions cf 
this Kind remained, I think they are intircly removed 
by the late Reception of the Prince of Orange, and tlie 
Congratulations of all Parties, upon his Marriage with 
the Princefs Royal of Great Brit air. 

The Houfe o^NaJfau is generally ackncwJeJ^ed to be 
one of the oldeft and moft confiderablc Families in Ru- 
rgpe. We read of two Brothers in * Julius Cajar\ 
rnme, Citnberius and 'Nafua by >:amc, \/Jio came at 
the Head of the Ziia'i, and fctlcJ Tii-niiclvcs on the 
Banks of the 7? ^:>;^. I fabmit it :o the Irirncd, -.vLether 
the prcfent Houfc of llsfihit coc3 r.c: cc ccnd f-cm 
this Nafua. Tlie near Rc:e!nr:^l.iiicc of Ndnies^ and al- 
moil Ideniiiv of duniry, iuinifii U3 at kail \ii\.\\ better 

Rca- 
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Reafons for fuch a ConjcAure, than are to be fouzKl ia 
feveral Genealogies of much later Date. 

But whatever may have been the original £ztra£lion 
of this illuftrious Houfe^ it is certain that They have 
diftinguifh'd Thcmfelves, for feveral Generations, in the 
Caufe of Liberty^ beyond all the Princes of Eurcpe; 
and if there is fuch a Thing as hereditary Firtue^ it 
may be jullly afcribcd to a Family ^ vchich hath produced 
a long Succeflion of Heroes, famous for being the 
Scourges of Tyrants, and the Deliverers of Nations. 

The People of Great Britain are particulariy obli- 
ged to King William the Hid, of immortal Memory ; 
^Nho redeemed us from the Ufurpations of arbitrary 
Power, both in Church and State, and: repaired thle 
Breaches made by King Jam(s in our G)Bflitution. 
We therefore owe the Prefervation of our Libeides to the 
feafonable Interpofition of that glorious Prince; and 
even his Majefty himfclf owes di« Inheritance of the 
Crown to the fame Hand, in Concurrence with the 
Voice and Suffrages of the Peop/e, reprefented m Parli- 
ament. It was this Prince^ who exploded the ridicu- 
lous Notion o^ pajjtve Obedience j by a praftictl In- 
ference, and fettled our Government on the Principles 
of Refinance ; That is, on the Right of the People to 
rejtfty when their Governors break through the Barriers 
of Liberty^ and endeavour to rule by Porce^ or Pren- 
gailz'e, inilead of Law, 

I His preftnt, fercnc Highness, the Prince of Orange, 
hath therefore a juft Pretenfion to all the Honours, 
which this Nation can bellow upon Him, and his own 
perfonsl EnJowmcnts have cndear'd Him to us. His 
Age, indeed, and the late Tranquility of Europe, have 
not yet given Him any Opporiuniiy of pioving in the 
Field fiom what Stock He iprung ; but his early good 
Senlc and Strcnr^th of Jua^mcnt, aa wcI! a:^ hl^ engaging 
Addi-cls and flowing AtTal-.I]!'y aic in the iNJoiith of 
every Body, who hath hnd Jie PleaCurc to ice, or tlic 
Honour to convcrlc v/ith Him. Ai] P^irlonctheicforc, 

who 
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^ho wifli well to the ProUfiant Sutceffion^ muft bfc 
pleafed to flee the eldeft Daughter of Great Britain 
married to a Prince^ of fo dcierving a Family, and 
who hath Himfelf given us fuch promifing Indications 
.of a great Genius. There are but two Lives between 
his prefent Majefty and the Princefs of Orange » and 
though We fincerely wilh tliat thofe Lives may not 
611 without IfTue, the Fate of Kingdoms ought to be 
Secure againft all Events ; and, confidering the Acci- 
dents of human Nature, this new Allyance with the 
Houle of Najfau may prove the Means of perpetuating 
onv Uherties to the latefc Generations. 

Nothing therefore ought to give the true Friends of 
Hir Conjtitttim greater Sati5fa£tion than the Unanimity 
of the People, upon this Occafion. His Higbnefs was 
received here with the Acclamations of all Parties, and 
his Popularity hath every Day increa *ed, during his 
Slay amongft us. A fudden Illnefs, foon after his Ani- 
val, made it advifcable for Him to take a Journey to 
B^thy which had not only the dcfired good EfFeft on 
hia Health, but gave Him an Opportunity of feeing the 
wefiem Parts of England, where He met with the 
fiDongell Demonftrations of Efteem and AfFe<^ion. All 
Places (cem'd to vye with each other, in paying Him 
the higheft Marks of Honour. In his Return to Lon- 
dtMf He took Qxfird in his Way, and was received 
there in a Manner fuitable to his Dignity, both by the 
Citj and the Univerfity. The iatter^ in particular, not 
only paid Him the ufual Complimentis, but unanimous- 
ly confcrr*d an bonourary Degree upon Him ; and all 
Accounts from thence agree, that his Manner of accept- 
ing it was univerially applauded, and gained Him the 
Hearts of that learned Body. His late Marriage with 
the Princefs Royal hath been attended with the Congra- 
taiatioQS of all Parties^ in the moll afFedlijnaie Term?, 
and gives a general Satisfadion through the whole King- 
dom. 1 muit particularly mention that dutiful and loy* 
al Aditefs^ which the City of London preientcd to his 

Majefty, 
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KjajcHy, upon this Occafion ; fince it contains a ilrong- 
cr JVlark of Gratitude to the Memory of King WUliam, 
as well as Zeal for tlie ProUfiant SucceJJsony than block- 
ing up their Streets with his Statue ; a Propolal, which 
it i> well known was made at the fecret Iniligation of 
^4en, who had no other View in it than to meet with a 
Denial, and then put their own wild Conftruftions up- 
on it. Nobody therefore can wonder that tbefe Men 
fhould be angry with the Mdnfsy and endeavour to 
prevent its Effedl, where it ought to operate ; becauie 
it gives the Lye to their own vile Rcprefentation of the 
City of LcndoTij and fecms to make fomc DiHinilion 
between Then and the Rcyil Famify. 

But the highell Inftance of national Regard, which 
hath been paid to his Higbnefsy fince his Arrival, is tlic 
hte Ad of Katuralizatiojr, which does not rcll ia 
V>'o;ds and outward Profeffions only, but gives Him an 
actual Right to thofe Privilege?, as an Englijkman, which 
his great PrcdeecfTor fec'Sred to u% and puts it in his 
Alajclly'b- Power to confer any lurther Honoiirs upon 
Him. 7bij A^ was fo far from meeting with any Op- 
pofition, that it was the voluntary Motion of thofi Gen- 
tlemen, who are commonly dillinguilh'd by the Name 
of the Minority, 

I men:if)n thefe Particulars as fo many Proofs that 
the prefent Oppofition to ffme Perfons in Power does 
not proceed from any Defigns againft our Conftitution ; 
and that the Spirit of Jacobitifm would loon be extindt^ 
if it was not lecretly fomented by T^boje^ who cannot 
fupport Themfclves without the Continuance of our 
unhappy Divifions ; for 1 muft repeat and infift upon it 
that the Nation hath fhewn a general Inclination to 
unite on the Principles of the Conftitution i and it ibems 
inconfiflcnt with all Rules of Policy to check fuch a 
Difpofition ; but Hiftory inflrufts us that when a Mini' 
ficr hath rendered Himlelf univerfally odious and defpe- 
raie. He will naturally fly for Refuge to a Cabal^ 
and endeavour to divert the publick Refentmcnt from 

Him. 
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Himlelf, by revivrng tlie Animofuies of Parties, how. 
«er they may afleft the King and his Famih- My 
Lord CtM-tn^m oblerves rl)nt the Earl of StraftrJ hdd 
die S«r/^ 9^ (be P/sple i'l ihe urnioll Contempt, and no 
Doubt he cnade ii his Buiinei's 10 inllill the fame bad 
Opinion of Them into his Mafter. I am verv far 
from intending any l*3rallel betHrccn the twa Reigns, or 
fi^gefting any (Jonfequaices of the fanie Kind. I 
jDcniioa it only as an Initante to (hew what Hazards* 
Frintt may run, by adhering to hia Minifters againft 
the goieral Voice of the Njti;ii. D. 
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NOTHING haA occafioned more Com'- 
all Ages than the Abufe of 
I Words, and the wrong Ideas annex'd 
t to ihem ; nor did any Word ever fuffM 
> mote grolly. in this Refpeft, than the 
Term Constitution ; efi^cially, 
when apply'd to the particular Form of our Govem- 
iDent. We have often fcen it debafcd to the Service of 
CwKrtJ, and pleaded in Defence ai modern L/rwj, which 
the bell Judges of our antient Csa/Iitulien have always 
thought repugnant to it. Thus the raodeft Mr, Wa/- 
fingham is plcafed to call a Defence sf the jepteamal 
Law, which was eniftcd but a few Years ago, as an 
Expedient in 'Hmc of Danger, an Argument i^ainfi 
the AUeraliaii of our ConftituSlon j and aq Endeavour 
to reUore ihc anticnt Cuftom of annwsl, or iriimiUl 
Parliaments, hath been reprcfcnied, by x\v: fame jia- 
tb»r, as a D.fig!i a^^ainjl our Confliiulion. At this 
Rate, Exiles. Jtiit^Ai.', Jlaiiding Armies, and yites ef 
Cre- 



CreJit, may in Time be call'd the FundameniaU of our 
Government^ and whoever attempts to relieve the Na- 
tion from them, will be treated as an Enemy to our 
Conftitution. Nay , I will undertake to prove, by the 
lame Method of Reafoning, that the Star Chamber ^ the 
High CommiJJion C^ttrt, and the Courf tf Waris^ or 
any other legal Incroachments on the Liberties of the 
People, became ejfential Farts of our Government^ and 
that the Abolition of them was a Breach of our CoU" 
pituthn ; for, according to this Senfe of the Word, 
every Thing may be term'd our Conjlitution^ which is 
once conftituted by Law, as every Thing is an Alteration 
of it, which repeals, explains, or amends any particU" 
Jar Lato^ 

But This is fuch an odd, wild Way of arguing, as 
no Man of common Senfe, or Modefiy, will pretend 
to vindicate. By Conftitution, in a political Senie, We 
always mean fomething fixt and permanent ; founded 
on Principles, immurafile in themfelves ; and from 
which no Laws, made to ferve any particular Occaii- 
ons, ought to derogate. But according to the Reafon- 
ing of Mr. Wnlfinghamy and Ibme of his Brother'- 
Scribblers, our Conftitution is nothing but a looie, fluc- 
tuating Jumble of Atoms, which varies every Year, ac- 
cording to the Views of a Minifter, or the Humour of 
any Farty, that happens to be uppermoft. 

The profound Mrs. Osborne ieems to be aware of 
this Abfurdity, and therefore takes another Method of 
ferving the fame Cau/e ; for inilead of endeavouring to 
prove any of our late Mtafures to be confiftent with our 
antient Conjlitution, She makes no Scruple to aiTett, that 
the modern Conllitution is infinitely better than the an- 
tient Conilitution ; and that new England, or England 
Jince the Rcvolurion, ;s vaflfy preferable to old England, 
t/ike it in any Fftint cf Time, from the Saxons diwn to 

that gkr'i'Qus Feriod I'hefc arc her La^yjhip^^ 

Words ; and after Tome pompous Encomiums on her 
fcpcrior Kfiowledgc in the Killory, Law, and the Cen- 

■ ftim- 
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ftitadoBof thb Kingdom, She proceeds in the follow-^ 
kig, didai£tick Style. 

** Theantient Monarchy of England was fettled up- 
*i oa an Overballance of Iands» veiled in the King^ ths 
•^ NMiif, and the Church. The IM/emn held t]ieir 
•?* liindi (and ib did the Cburthmen too, after the Mr- 
?« iM» Cooqneft) upon Condition that They fhiDuId affiil 

V the Kingf on all his OccaficHM, with certain Qiota*« 
'^ of Men» weU*ann'd and paid ; and then thelc ASh> 

<' ^iSrMMv let out their Lands to their Tenants^ on Condi- 
•* tkm They (hould always be ready to follow their re*^ 
f* ip(^ive Lords to the War, as often as the King had' 
*' any Occafion for their Service ; fo that very Jmallp 
^ or 99 Rints were demanded by the L»rd tiom his 

V Tensnts, becaufe He had contraded for thtxrferfinal 
i* Sirvif f' ' T hus, according to our antient ximtftitU" 
•« tion^ the feopk rf England were abfolute Slaves to 
«• the King^ the Barms ^ or the Church ; They were 
{* 5Ar9// ^ Ltfw ejiabiyh'^d $ They knew no Liberty ; 
•• They knew no Property ; no not fo much as in their 
•* Pirfons^ which were not their own, but xhi^ix fever al 

I have quoted thele Paflages at large, that our learned 
Muthir may not complam of any Milieprefentation ; 
and yet fcarce. a Line happens to be true, either in 
Point of Law, or Hiftory. 

• In the firft Place, it is abfolutely falfe that " the 
•* antient Monarchy of England was fettled upon an 
«* Overballance of Lands, verted in the King^ the No- 

•« kility, and the Church.'''' The Footlteps of our 

original Britifo Conjiitutim are (b very obfcurc, that We 
cannot fpeak with any Degree of Certainty about it \ 
tiu>* Dion Cafjius obfcrxes that our jinceflors, in the Ttme 
5^Severu5, held a great Part of the Government in their 
Htfn Hands, Bat it is well known to every Man, of 
common Reading, that our Snxon Conflitutlon was 
founded, like all other Gcthick Governtncntr, upon an 
equal Diftribution of Power and Property ; for I muft 

Vol. XIJ. Q^ be^ 
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beg Leave to inform this great Adept that the northern 
Jrmiesj which over-run thefc Parts of the World, did 
not confift of mercenary Troops^ like our modern Armies^ 
who fight only for Pay ; bat were voluntary Societies, 
who left their native (Jountrv, in Queft of a better Hi- 
bitation, and agreed to divide the conquered Lands a- 
xnongft Themfelves. When They were fettled, accord- 
ing to their Liking, They formM a Government npon 
tlie fame Model ; That is, their Leader, or General, 
was appointed the chief Magi/Irate, though with much 
lefs Power than our modem Kings ; the other great Men, 
or Officers rf the Army, held the next Rank in the 
Coipmonwealth, like our Lords ; and the Bodj ofthi 
People, who fbllow'd Them, had a third Share in the 
Government. Theie three Orders compofed what is 
now caUcd the Legijlature ; and though the executive 
Power was lodged in one Man, for the neoeflary Di^ 
patch of Bufine{s, He was reftrain'd in the Exercife of 
rt by certain Laws and Inftitutlons, made bv common 
Confcnt, for the Prefcrvation of their Liberties, Lives, 

and Eftates. ^This is what We mean by our an^ 

tient Conftitution ; and though it hath been often inter- 
rupted, or deprefsM, by ConqueH, Ufnrpation, and 
arbitrary Power, the Stamina of it have been ftiJJ pre- 
served, and tranfmitted down tp us thro* all Ages and 
Changes of Government. 

Mrs. Osborne is guiky of another fundamental Er- 
ror, when She makes Uie of the Barons, Lords, and 
Nobles, as fynonimous Terms ; for the antient Barons 
were very far from being the fame with our prejent No- 
bility, or Peer,* of the Realm, Manv of Them were 
Commoners only, like the preient Lorio^^ Manors, who 
arc llylcd Barons in our Law Books, as their Courts are 
tcrmM Courts Baron ; and the Reprelenutives of our 
Cinque Ports ftill retain the fame Name. 

The Removal of this Miftake will fet Mrs. Osborne 
sight as to another Point, upon which She infifts with 
great Confidence ; viz, that the People knew no Pro- 
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fertyy under our andent Confticudon, but what ne^ 
bfld from the Baron s» or the Chuuch ; and that 
none of Hem held aity Load mmediate^jf from the 
Crown ; for it appears diat great Numbers of the 
matiiMt Barous were only Commoners themielves, or 
wiac we call Gentlemen of large Eftates. This Af* 
iertion is, indeed, a mcer old Woman\ Dream i and 
Dotage is the beft Apology for Her. It might be eafi* 
Iv proved diat Multitudes of the common People held 
Lands /9 Cafite, as well as the Barons, and the Church % 
|uy, that the Commons ofEngland^ in their colle^live 
Capacity, always had a larger Share of Land than the 
Kingy tne Lords^ or the Church ; and perhaps, I might 
venture to add, than all of Them put together ; for it 
appears by an Ab(braA from Doom/day Book, that the 
kingt at that Time, had not above a ienth Part of 
$bi lumd ^ England^ including Forefts^ ^c. and We 
may conmde Uiat his Profit of this tentJy Part was not 
above a T^ird, or a Fourth, of what the People ttaiit 
§e their EOates. 

But fuppoiing Mrs. Osborne's Aflerticm to be true, 
1k»w does it foUow that the antient Monarchy of Eng- 
land tOMs fettled upon an Overballance of Lands ^ becauie 
die Vobility and the Church were inveHed with latge 
Eflates ? The Reverfe b ccrtainlv true ; for the Land» 
pofleis'd by the Barons and the Churchy was generally a 
Barrier of Defence againfl the Power of the Crown i 
and the People^ when They united either with the 
J!/^, ox the LordSf were always fuperior to thai 
Power^ agamft which They unitca. 

What our Authorefs fays about the antient Tenures « 
likewiie either falfe, or nothing to the Purpoie. It is 
certain that Tenures of all Kinds imply ibme D^ee 
rf Dependency ; and vet many of Thefe are Hill conti' 
imed, under our preient, glorious Sunihine of Liberty. 
As CO the antient Tenures, I think Efcuage was the only- 
one, which required military Service, and This only 
in Time ^War^ for the publick Defence of the Realm, 

0^2 not 
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not for a Guard of the King^a Peribn, or to rtiake a 
vain Shew about Court, Befides, only (owe of the 
Lands were fuhjcdl to tbh Tent/re ; and the Owner of 
the Lnndy though never fo mean, was not bound to at- 
tend the King, in his own P erf on ; for fo long ago as tb« 
7th ot Earvardihe 3d, it was adjudged thai the Land- 
holticr might perform tbtsScrincey by lending any 9tber 
Man 10 the War, as We do in the "Militia at prcfcnt. 
Nay, Hiilory informs us that, even in the Time of 
William the Conqueror^ there was generally no per/anal 
Attendance f but only a Payment made in Lieu of it ; 
which muft certainly have been very moderate, becau^ 
the Tenants would live otherwife cho.'cn to perform the 
fcrfonnl Duty. 1 belie^•e it would be no hard Mat- 
ter to prove that the pecuniary Payment^ upon thcfe Oc- 
cafions, did not amount to aTythe oi oxxr pre/eflt Land^ 
fTax, bdides all thofe other j numerous Duties, which 
Wc have the Bkffing to fbel, under our tnodi^, minifte* 
rial Conftitution. 

At iai^ the old Lady goes fb ^r as to alledgf 
very roundly, " that our Anceftors never had an^ 
** nual Parliaments j and that the Parliaments of thofi 
<* Days were neither cbofen by the People y nor eom^ 
•* pofed of the Peopk^^^'Yo fupport this extraotdinaiy 
Pofition, She quotes the following Article of Magns 
Chart a ; not very cxaftly indeed \ and thefore I will 
take it verbatim from the State-Tra^s^ to which She 
refers us. 

** We will moreover and grant, that all other Cities 
** and Boroughs, and Towns, and Ports, have in all Rc- 
** fpe6ls their Liberties and free Cufloms. And as for 
*' coming to the Common-Council of the Kingdom, and 
«* for affeffing Aids (excepting in the * three Csfes 
** aforeiaid) and as for ai&ffing of EJcuage^ We will 

**' caufe 
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" cauie to be iommoned the Ardh-Bijbops^ Abbots* 
** Earls, and greater BaroMSf each in partipular by cttf 
** Letters i and moreover We will caufe to be fum- 
'* mooed in general, by our Sheriffs and fiaylifis* sU 
** that bald ef us in chief ^l a certain Day ; to vr\t,ferty 
*' Ditfs after at lead, and at a certain Placei and in our 
** laid Letters We will exprels the Cause of the Sum- 
" mons. 

Mrs. Osborne oblerves that this Rotation puts what 
She bath affirmed out of all Doubt ; but I muft take the 
Liberty to affert the contrary ; viz. that the Right of 
tH Peof/e to fend Deputies to Parliament is fully declar^ 
and confirm d by this Article ; for here is an expreis 
Siilhi^lion made between the Lords Spiritual and Tern- 
feral, whom the King fummonM in tarticuldf-, by his 
9vm Letters ; and the common Land-oolders, whom He 
cauled to be fummonM in general, by his Sheriffs and 
BajRffs i That is, as our !Liw-Books explain it, to ap- 
pear by Delegation. 

It b obfervable from the Manner of wording thi$ 
ClaufiL, that the Royal Grant, or Covenant, of irading 
feuh Summons, was a Covenant of Right, not of Grace ; 
and that all Cities, Boroughs, Towns, and Parts were 
to {end their Reprefentatives, as well as the l^Jfer Ba- 
ms, or Knights. The Reafbn is, that a Tenure in Ca- 
fite being what gave Right to a Scat in Parliament, and 
the Body politick of a Borough holding by that Tenure, 
They muft have a Right to fit, as well as the lejfer Ba- 
rens, and like them mull exercife that Right by Depu- 
tation. 

Thus it appears from the Article of Magna Charta,- 
that the Commons of England were formerly fummoii'd 
CO Parliament in the fame Manner as They are now; 
and that the Writs of Summons were returnable forty 
Days after the Tejle, as they are at prcfent. The only 
DifFerencc is that the Reprefentatkes of the Paple, at 
that Time, were not chofen for fo long a Term as 'I'hcy 
are in thefc Days, and that They always caine up 

0^3 with 
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with InftruSioHS from their Principals ; for what other 
Interpretation can be put on that Part of the Article, 
where the King covenants to exfrefj the Cause of th 
Summons f 

fiut the true Meaning of this Article is beftexplain'd 
by the fubfequent Praftice ; and though King Jobf^% 
Reign, which was a continued Scene of Violence and 
Cpnfufion, does not furnifh us with any Infbnces of a 
regular ZleRioiij the very next Reign does j for -f Ra- 

?'n obferves that a ParliaAient being fummonM, in the 
ear 1 265, each County was ordered to fend two Knights, 
and each City and Borough two Burgefles, as their Re- 
frefentatives ; upon which the 7ranfator makes the fbl- 
iowing Remark, in a marginal Reference. 

" Thefc Writs of Summons to the Sheriffs of tho 
^. Counties f to return xYit Knights of the Shires and Bur- 
^' E^JTt^* *** thc/f;^ Writs of this Kind, that are now ex- 
*« tant on the Rolls i which made Dr. Brady infer that 
** they were the firft, that were ever ilfucd ; and that 
*' this Parliament of Henry the 3d was the firft, to 
*' which Knights of the Shires and Burgeffes were fum- 
*« mon'd . But how truly, fee the Works of Mr. fettt^ 
"•* Mr. l^yrrel, and Mr. Hody, 

Now fuppofiiig that We could not trace our^ Right of 
fending up Deputies t^ Parliament any higher than thts 
JSra^ which is almoft 500 Years ago, I think it majr 
be fairly enough call'd our antient Conjlitutiom at leaft, 
more lo than ExifeSy Riot ASiSy and Jeftennial Par- 
liaments, 

Mrs. OJhorHeh Cavil, that We had no Houfe of Com* 
mons diJiinSl from the Lords, neither in the Saxon 
^imeSi nor for a long Time after the Conqueft, deicrvcs no 
Anfwer ; for if it can be proved that the People of Eng- 
land had a Share in the Legijlature, tiihct per/on ally ^ or 
by Delegation, it is of no great Confequence whether 

They 
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Tliey fiite in thcfame Houfe toitb the Lords^ or in m 
aftinSi Hpufe by ihemfehes, as They do at prefent. 

But ftiily iays Mother Mumffimus^ This does not 
prove oar Right to EleSions ; and She calls upon us to 
Jbew Her the Law fir annual, new parlia- 
' ME NTS ehofen by the People, Let us know, fays She, 
whettstt^as MADE f and when iiE9EAL^ 3. To which 
I reoly, that We might as well call upon Her to ihew 
us Uie Law, for what is termM Prerogativb, and 
to let us know when it was made. She would, perhap, 
be inftrufied to anfwer that the Prerogative is founded 
on eommon Law, or antient Cufiom ; and (b I fay of 
our Right to frequent EleSfions^ which was derived to 
us fiom our old Saxon Conflitution ; and if Mrs. Of- 
home will conlult fome of her Friends in the Temple, 
They will inform Her that great Part of the Saxon 
Law is incorporated into our common Law, — —What a 
ftrange old Wretch is This, to write m fo magifterial 
a Manner about our Conjiitution, without knowing the 
firft Rudiments of it f 

She is farther pleaied to aflert that the Statute of Ed- 
Ward the Hid. (which exprefly requires that Parlia- 
ments Jhall be held once a Tear, if Need be) was only 
an Aft for frequent SeJJions, and not for frequent, new 
Parliaments, But I will defy Her to prove This ; or 
that any one Parliament fate two Tears, without a new 
ElefHon, from the 4th of Edward the llld. to the 2 2d 
of Henry the Vlllth, when the modern Praftice of 
Prorogations was firll introduced. 

If 1 find that Dame Osborne hath a ftrong Inclination 
to moot this Point any farther, I fhall be ready to en- 
gage Her, as foon as the EUElions arc over; but, at 
prefent, muil beg Leave to pollpone all fuch Speculati- 
ons to ibme neccflary Remarks on the praftical Part o 
our Ccmftltutlcn, 

In the mean Time, I fhall ccnclude with a flioi 
State of the Cafe between our antient and modern Conft 

tutio 
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tutient in Imitation of my jUtagon^^ tnd leave tiie 
World to determine who hath done it bed. 

Under our antient Conftitution^ the People were out 
oi Debtt and but moderately tax*d. Under our >9y# • 
dem Cenftitution We are loaded with fifty MiUions^ as 
well as very high Duties on mod of the Necefiaiies of 
Life. Under our antient Confiitution, the People were 
try'd only by a Jury, Under our modern Conftitution, 
in all Oifes of Excife^ and in many other Refpe^ 
They are convifted by arbitrary Commi/Jioners andyud" 
ges, without any Jury whatfoever. Under our 439^- 
ent Confiitution, eveiy Man's Houfe was his Cafile^ and 
neither a Lordy nor the King himfelf could enter it, 
without the Mafterh Leave. Under the modem Confii- 
tution, every petty Exci/eman Jiath Power to enter, 
rummage and fearch Houfes at his own Will uid Plea- 
furc, by Night as well as by Day. By our antient Con- 
ftitution^ the King had no Guards^ noitftanding Armies^ 
befidcs the Hearts of his Subjefts. Under our modern 
Conftitution, We have a numerous Army at bome^ and 
have paid for another abroad^ in Time of profound 
Peace. By our antient Conftitution^ the People had an 
EleRion of Reprefentatives every Tear, By the modem 
Conftitution only once vafeven Tears. Under our awH^ 
ent Conftitution^ the Reprefentatives of the PeopU re- 
ceived Wages from ^hofe^ who chofe Them, and from 
Them only 5 which made Them regard the Intereft of 
their EleSlorSy and aft according to their InftruSisns. 
What hath been the Praftice, under our modern^ ^im^ 
fterial Conftitution^ the Records of Parliaments demon- 
ftrate. By the antient Conftitution^ the King find the 
People, when joined, were more powerful than the 
Lords ; and the King and the Lords, when united, were 
more powerful than ihe Commons ; and the Lords and 
the Commons united were more powerful than the King ; 
fo that the Ballance of Power was kept in a due Equili- 
brium by thefe various Checks. But under the modern 
Conftitution, I leave it to be coniidered, whether a widk- 
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tj MiMtJler, nho tudi a fianding Army of Ofictri au 
/•«,^f«rjat hUDevoiion, [if wc fhonid be ever corte 
widi fach a Camplicaiion of Evils) may not ealily ir 
vade the Rights of the King, m well » the Freedom ( 
bttb Htufei ^ Parliament ; and, in the Room of ov 
matiivt Ce^itgtioK, let up a uinifieriat Ptartr, an 
Bfurp'tbc GovcnuncQC of the whole KiDgdom. 



N"435. Saturday, Jpril 13, 1734 
9f Caleb D'Ahvehs, %» 

5S the ^//^ Prtr/t'rtOTfB/ is now drawlf 
'? very rear its DiiToluiion, and the Pr 
I fcrvation of our IJbcRJea depends ii 
' tirely on the proper Choice of a nt 

J iac, it is my Duty to ad^refs the Eleflo 

a^'Qreat Brit.'i':, an fo important an OccaHon. 
fliaU thetejbre begin with an AbKraft of the late Ai 
of Parliament, fir the more effeHual preventing Bam 
iiT <WO)aauPTioN, wiiha few fliort, explanaO 
Tf Comments ppon it. 

Itufettmh, in the Preamble, * " that the Iaiv 
" already in Being have been found by Experience ni 
'* to be fufficient to prevent corrupt, and illegal Frafi 
'• res in the EUaion of Memiers tn ferae in Parti. 
" menl; for ihe Remedy therefore of !b great an Evi 
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** and to the End that all Eledlions of Members to Par* 
llament may hereafter htfreeh and indifferently made^ 
toitbout Charge or Expence^ it is enadled, tliat after 
** the 24th of June 1729, upon everjr Ek^on of 
** Members to (erve for the Commons m Parliament, 
" every Freeholder, Citizen, Freeman, fiurgefs, or 
*' Perfon, having a Right to vote, or be polled at fuch 
'< Election, fhall, before He is admitted to poll, take 
the following Oatb^ (or being a ^aier, the filemn 
*' Affirmation) if demanded by either of the Candi- 
dates, or any two of the EleSfcrSy viz. 

/. A. B. do /wear (or being one of the People calTd 
Quakers, /. A. B. do folemnly affirm) I have n»t 
received, or had by Myfelf or any other Perfon what- 
** foez'er in Truftfor Me, or for my Ufe and Benefit, dt- 
re^ly or indireElly, any Sum or Sums of Money 
Office, Place, or Employment, Gift, or Rewsuxi, 
or any Promife or Security for any Money, Office, 
Employment, or Gift, in order to give my Vote at 
*' this Election, and that I have not been poUed at this 
•« Eleaion, 

Which Oath, or Affirmation, the Officer pirefid- 
ing, or taking the Poll, is to adminifler gratit, if 
• demanded, on Pain of 50 /. to be recovcrM with 
'* full Cofts, by Aftion of Debt, bfc. at Weftminfien 
** and if the Oficnce be committed in Scotland^ then 
" to be recover'd by fummary A£tion, or Complaint^ 
" before the Court of Seffion, or by Pro(ecation oefbfe 
« the Court of Jufticiary there ; and none fhall be ad- 
" mitted to poll, till He hath taken the faid Oath, if 
*• demanded, before the returning Officer, or othen 
•' deputed by Him. 

" The Sheriff, or other returning Officer, admitting 
« any to be polled, without taking the Oath, or Affir^ 
" mation, if demanded, fhall incur the like Penalty. 

Thefe Provifions are fo clear and ftrong againll the 
EleSiors, as well as the returning Officers, that they re- 
quire no Explanation^ It is fartncr requircU by^thc 
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t8, ** ditt every Sheriff and ntuming Officer^ fhall, 
« immediately after readbg the Writ^ uke the follow- 
*h%OMibt viz. 

*« / A. B. ihfotemnly /wear that I have nvt^ direffl^ 
^. MT itiSreBift reeeived any Sum or Sums o/Moocy, 
^* Office, Plaoe, «r Empbyment, Gratuity, 9r Re- 
**. ward, #r any Bond, Bill, «r Note, or any Promife, 
*• §r Gmtuity wbatfiever^ either 6j Mjfelf^ or any 
'* ^hir Perfm to my Ufty or Benefit^ or Advantage^ for 
** mMig any Retum, at the frefent E/effion of Mem- 
*'. hers to ferve in Parliament ; and that I will return 
•* fiieb Per/on^ or Perfonsy a^ JhalU to the beft of my 
^ Judgmiut^ appear to Me to have the Majority op 
«« 1.BGAL Votes. 

<* Such Votes ihall be deem*d legale which have 
** been io dedared by the iSi^ Determination of the 
** Hm^i of Commons. 

*« If any returning Officer ^ Ele8or^ or Pcrfon taking 
*< the Oath^ or Affirmation^ (hall be guilty of wilful 
" Perjiaj^ w falfe- Affirming^ and be thereof conviSed 
** by due Cburie of Law, He ihall incur the Pains 
<* and Penalties infiidled, in Cafes of wilful 
•*. Perjury. 
** None convided of Perjury (hall, after Convic- 
tion, he capable of voting in any EleRion of Members 
U ferve in Parliament. 
I ihall only obferve upon thefe ClauCeSy that as the 
ftiofigeft Obligations are laid upon all Eleilors and re- 
turmmg Officers^ which can be laid upon Them by any 
hnman Laws, as honeft MeUy Freemen^ Britons and 
Chriftiansi io They are reftrain*d by the fever eft 
Penalties^ from adling contrary to them ; and no Man, 
who hath any Regard to ConfciencCy Interefty or Reputa- 
tiutf will prefume to fly in the Face of io expli- 
cit m Law. 

This Point is farther explained by the followtng Clan 
fiSf which enad. 

** Thj 






** That if an^ Peribn, who hath, or clairaeth t 
M Right to vote m any fuch Elcdion, ihall ask or take 
** ai^y Money, or other Reward, by Way of Gi/i, 
** Loan, or other DevUe^ or contra^ Co to ao, to give 
<^ his Vote, or to refafe or forbear to give his Vote; or 
** if any Perfon .by Himfeli, or any one employM by 
«f Him, ihall by Gifi, or Riward, Promife^ 4grei» 
** ment, or Security^ corrupt, or procu&b any 
** one to give his Vote, or to forbear to give his Vote, in 
«< any fuch Election, He (hall forfeit, for bvbrt such 
*< OFFENCE the Sam of 500/. to be recovered as be^ 
« fore direfted with full Cofb; and every Perfon, 
•< after Judgment obtainM againfl Him, fhall for ever 
** be dibbled to vote in any ElcdUon, or to hold any 
♦« Office, er Franchife, as a Member of any C//jr, 
«* Borough, Town corporate, or Cinfue Port. 

** If any Perfon, offending againfl this AB^ Ihall, 
^ within twelve Months next after fuch Ek^lton, dif- 
" cover any other Perfon offending, fb that He be con- 
** vi£led, liich Perion, not having been before that 
•' Time convicted Himfelf, fhall be indemnifyM from 
<* all Penalties and Difabilitiei, which He fhall then 
** have incurred. 

Theje Ciaufes are not only a ftrong Reftraint on the 
Eieilors, but lay a very heavy Penalty on the Agvnts 
OF Corruption ; who are liable to a Forfeiture of 
Jive hundred pounds^ befides the Inci^acities befbre-raen- 
tion*d, for every individual Man, whom They eoirrttpt^ 
or procure to vote, or to forbear voting, in any Eledi- 
on ; and as a farther Terror to theft Men, every cot" 
rupted EleSfor hath the Power of indemnifying Himldf 
from all the Penalties of this AR, within twelve Monihjs 
by difcovering the Ccrruptof\ and bringing Him to 
iondign Punifhmcnr. It is therefore hoped that e\'ery 
BriUih who dcfires to fee zfrce Ptrrlianrcnt, will keep 
a watchful £• e upon all rcpnicJ Borough-yobbcrs, ard 
Bjffkcn of E it SI ions, who p:ouJ about the Country on 
ilicfc viie Erratidf, and cam the in^ious Wages of 

Cor 



CfrmptspM, by endoivouring to dellroy the Liberty of 
CUT nMtient CmftUutivn, l^t Them remember that 
thde Causes are to be try'd by a Jury in JVeflminfler- 
Haliivfhext We have the Happinefs of fuch Judges at 
prefent, as have given us very lK>pefij] Promiies that They 
will prefer the impartial Execution of the Laws to any 
Connderations of Intereft, or Ambition. 

The remaining Provifions in this Law are to the fol* 
]owbg£fie6l, viz, 

« That all Sheriffs and other Officers fhall, at the 
«« Time of Eleelio/i, immediately after reading the 
•* IFVi/, or Precept J read, or cau!e to be read, openly 
•' before the EieSors^ this prelent A^, and every 
•* Claule therein ; that it fhall alfb be read once in every 
*• Year at the Quarter Seffions next after Rafter^ and at 
*' the ElcAion of the chief Magiftrate in any Borough 
*• Town- corporate, or Cinque-Port, as well as at the 
«* Ele£lion of Magijf rates and Town-Counfel/ors for 
** every Borough in Scotland. 

" That all Sheriffs, or other Officers, fhall forfeit 
*• the Sum of 50 /. for every wilful Offence agaitift 
«< this Aa, 

And laftly, " that no Per^n fhall be made liable to 
" any Incapacity, or Forfeiture, unlefs Prolecution be 
•* commenced within two Years after fuch Incapacity 
** or Penalty fhall be incur'd, or, in Cafe of a Profe- 
** cution, unlefs the lame fhall be carried on withoutr 
** any wilful Delay, 

Such are the Piovifions of this excellent and truly 
glorious A61, which is fo far from being opprcjjivc, or 
terrible y as the minijlcrial Writers have reprelented it. 
that the Preferyation of our Liberties depends on the 
Execution of it. Indeed, Hirelings, and particularly 
the Courantcers, have often threatened us with a Cri- 
tique upon it, and endeavourM to cajole the lower Pait 
or the Nation, by pleading for Ccrrupticn as one of 
their Privileges. But 1 ilall never he afraid, or afhum- 
cd, to juftifv the Intcntlcn of this Lazv, and heartily 

Vol. Xl'I. R v.iCi 
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wiOi ihat it may be put ftriftly in Force, wiikou 
Regard CO Parties, or Persons whatsoevei 

Ic is certainly the Interall of all Country Gentlen 
fulfil [his Delign of the LegifUture, as the only ef 
al Method to defeat the Prafliees of'Shcijsiijrs, 1 
neH, Peffianers, and elber Upjlartj, who bribe 1 
out of their neighbouring Boroughs, where Thn- 
3 natural Right to be chofen, and would be cholei 
free EkiJm. 

It b likewife demonftrable that even the mi 
EUdars would fijon find their Account in defln 
tbii Prailia ; for if We look round tlie Kingdom, 
Ihall find that /^exa/ity is the conftant Forerunner o 
verty, and that the me^ etrrupt Bereu^bs are alwaj 
meft hggnrtf. I believe nobody will pretend to 
that the Abolition of a few Taxes on the con 
NeccfTaries of Ijfe, fuch aj Salt, Soup, Cannes 
Leaihtr, would be of more real and Ufting Bene 
the People, than what They can ever propofe to g 
Briicry, beGdcs the Proftitution of their Conftientts 
Lofs of their Reputations, and the Penalties The 
cur, by fuch a fcandalous Trafficlt, 

I fliall therefore conclude with my canteft Vt 
and fincere Advice that even the foorefl Borough) 
purge Themfelves from the Infamy of being, la B 
Burnet calls them, + the rotten Part of our Confiit, 
and co-operate with the Countin, Cities, and great 
pcratimi, iu procuring us the Bleffing of a Filbe 
INCORRUPT Parliament. 



+ Eurxet'i Hi/!, of bis omn Times, vol. z. p. zi 
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To CALEB D'ANVERS, E/q; 

SIR, 

C' ICERO, in the fecond Book of his O^r^/, 
highly commends a wiCe and handfome Rebuke, 
which Phi Zip of Macedon gave his Son Alexander^ for 
fooIi{hly attempting to gain the Affedlions of the Mace- 
donians by B R I B E R Y . He wrote his Son a Letter upon 
it, in thcfe Vv^'ords. *' Qune 1 e, malum f Ratio in 
♦* iilam fpem induxit, ut eos TiUi fidclcs putares forcj 
•* quos pecunia corrupifTes ? An Tu id agis, ut Mncedo- 
*' nes non Te Rcgem fuum, fed lAinlJlnan ?c 'Pr.ehitorem 
** fpercntyZ^r^' ? " — 1 — Tnlly makes thit^ Remark upon 
it. — — *• Bene Miniftrum & Pr^bitorem ; quia fordi- 
*' dum Regi^ Melius e:iam quod Largitionetn Corrupt 
" telam ciTe di.^it. Fit enim detcrior, qui accipit, at- 
•* que ad idem femper expeilandum paratior. 

Philip v/as undoubtedly the greateft Prince of his 
Tune. He was v^ife, artful and fortunate. The Ad- 
vice of fuch a King, while he was forming the Mind 
of a young Prince, who afterwards gave Law to th^ 
World, deferves our Regard. This wife King had ob- 
ferved in his Son many noble Principles, the Seeds of 
Greatnefe, but ill conduced through Youth and Inex- 
perience. Alexander w2Lsyo\xn%y valiant and generous ^ 
but an Exccfs, or Mifapplication of Valour and Gene- 
rofity, often leads to the greateft Inconvcniencies. 
That his Generofity might take a good and ufeful 
Turn, He writes Him'this fhort, but important Epiftle. 
" What Notion is This, fays He, that You have got in 
" yonr Head ? Can You imagine the Fidelity and Af- 
•* fedlion of the Subjed are to be acquired by Bribery 
** and Corruption ? Or is This your Motive, that the 
•* Macedonians may not confider You as One, who is 
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to be their Sovereign^ but a Minifter to their Extra- 
** vfi^^ance and Corruption ? 

^ully^s Obfervation is equally fine. ** Tis fordid 
" ar.d mean, Jays Hcj below the Dignity of a great 
«* Kingy to court the Afteftion of his People with bafe 
" Bribes. 1 rue Love and Eftcem are built upon a 
quite diitcrent Foundation. " Largejfes, or the giving 
** of" Kioney, as i\ic fame Author oDierves, is Corrupti- 
•* on itfclt ; lor the Receiver becomes a worfc Man, and 
** ir, alwHys apt to increa'e his Demands.*' •— This 
Waxim ot Philip is certainly one of the wiiell in the 
whole Syfteni of PoliticJcs, and likcwifc confiilent with 
the llrideil Rules of Morality ; tiiat a King giving 
BriUs to bis dzun SubjeSls renders Himfelf mean and 
fo/iiid ; that He never gains the true AfFcdlion of 
one Pcnbn by it; that He fubjcfts Himfelf to the 
arbitrary Will and fantaftical Government oi fucb Pro- 
Jtitutcs ; and that hib ^txy Crown is at their Difpolal 
to the * bigheft Bicdcr, 

Ihe Immorality of it is likewife evident; for fuch 
Proceeding?, when generally known, debauch the Mo- 
rals of a whole People, TiAfame Depravity and Cor- 
ruption foon fmd their Wav from a Court to a Cottage i 
and, in Proportion to the Diflance, is to be traced in a 
greater or lefs Degree through every private Family ; h 
that in a fhort Time the very Name of Virtue may 
come to be loft in luch a Kingdom. It is very proba- 
ble that Philip might not regard this Maxim in the 
moral View ; for, if we may credit the Greek Hiftori- 
ans and Orators, He was not apt to guide his Anions by 
the Rules of a nice Morality. He is generally drawn 
by Them as cunning ana defigningy and though a war- 
like Prince, no Man knew the Weight of Money more 
thun He, as well as how and where to apply it. Hii 

ufual 
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nfiial Method of BriBery was to buy an Enemy s Gem- 
r^ly and (bmetimes a convenient Town, or Tortrefs ; by 
which Means He artfully avoided risking his own 
Gkny, and the Lives of his Subje6ls. He carried it ib 
fiu-y that jufl before the decifive Vidory at Cbaronea^ 
the very Prieftefs of jipolh at Delphi was flrongly fuf' 
pefiod to have been tamper'd with by that Prince ; for 
the coniedeFate Army» who were then going to engage, 
ibr the common Liberties of Greece^ could get no Man« 
ner of Encouragement from Her ; {o that Demofthenes^ 
who well knew the Avarice of Priefts and their jugg- 
ling Tricks, might eafily guefs that Philip had fecured 
the Oracle, At another Time, a grave-looking Demo- 
gogue of Athens^ who had long b^wFd at the exorbi- 
tant Power of the King of Macedon^ was at length pre. 
▼ail'd upon, and took the Reward of his Treachery 
with great Complaiiance. 

Thefe were the fuccefsfiil Arts, which He ufed abroad % 
and by fuch Intrigues He often defeated the ftrongcft 
Confederacies of all Greece. His Adminiftration was 
wife, dreaded abroad, and refp^dcd at home. What 
Occaiion could He have to penfion his own Subje^s ? 
Their Love and Efleem was founded upon the real Con- 
▼i£iion of the Excellency of his Government, and not 
upon that flippery Founaation of Corruption. He kept 
Them honeft, by not tempting Them to be otherwife. 
Even in a juft Caufe^ a Gift perverts the Mind ; and, 
as Tully well obferves upon this Place, " the Receiver 
** immediately becomes a bad Man, and is always ex- 
** pediing greater Bribes" The Plunder of a whole 
People is fcarce fufEcient. To this Honefty of the Ma- 
tedonianSy confirm'd by their King% is to be attributed 
their true Greatnefs of Mind and perfbnal Courage. 
The Name of Barbarians, which the over-wife Greeks 
were too apt to bellow upon their Neighbours, now 
ieft Them, even by the Confellioh of thofe very Greeks^ 
who, in a general Aliembly of their feveral confede- 
nte RepubUcks, Ipon after placed Alexander at the 

R 3 Head 
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Hod of that grand Alliance, which gave Him and bis 
M»eedenU>ii ihe Empire of the World. 

From ihe whole it is clearly evident, that an unfeii' 
Jifiifd SnijeS will give the wifeft Counfel to his Prime, 
and will always continue the moft &ithfiil to Him. It 
is the true Intereft of the Prime to have fuch about 
Htm, as will not flatter Him, and be Slaves to hii. 
Paftm, for the Sake of hia Monti. The greateft 
Danger, that can happen to a Prince, will arifc from 
filch of his own Servants, w from their own ctm^ 
PriiKipIes would fell Him and his Counfeb to the com- 
mon Enemy, treiifin is too often the fatal Attendant 
upon Cormptim. A Government may be condaAed 
with the greatcffi Secnrity, without empbyingthefc/r- 
eaniary Arts at home ; for a wife Jdminijiratim will 
always Eland upon in own L^a, and fiippoit itfelf 
without the Alfillance of Geld. It can raire ■ whole 
People, almolt from a State of Bariaritj, to the Hdght 
of Greatnels and hcrdck Virtoe. 



O. 
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E Defign'd to haw ensertain'd the^blick 
■ 1 a Jbort Hi/lory i/jhe late PetrHa- 
\ ment, (for fo I may now venture » call 
ii) in Imitadon of^a certain btMoardilt 
\ Gentleman, who did the fame in the Year 
1713. Bot'lam partly anticipated in 
that Defign bf a Pamphlet already publifli'd,- intiiled 
PtiUlUks en b'stb Sides, vitth Regard M FoREics Af- 
fairs ; and We every Day expeft an Enquiry intt ibe 
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C9niuS ^ftfr DoMBSTiCK Affairs, by Way of 
Sequel to it. In this Piece^ We are promiied the (ame 
mrticular Account of our national DehtSy the linking 
^^, and i^her Money-Matters at bome^ from the Tear 
1 72 1, which x!tkt former Part gave us of all our Treaties 
and Negotiations abroad ; h that both tbefe Treatifes to* 
gether will, in all Probability, contain not only a Jhort 
M^orj of the late Parliament^ but likewife of the 
PRESENT Administration, with Regard to theft 
Fwiis. 

Bat wifsuh Difcourfes may not &11 into every Body's 
Hand, and there are beiides fbme other Points^ which 
do not (eem to come within the Scope of that JU' 
thorns Deiign, I fhall juft hint at a few Particulars, 
which will fet the Condufl of this Parliament in a 
droe Light. 

In tlw Year 1728, a Sum of one hundred ^nd fifteen 
thouf and Pounds being demanded to make good a Depi- 
cienct, as it was firft called, of the Civil-Lift^ and it 
appearing to the Houfe* upon Examination, that there 
was really no Deficiency, our worthy Refrefentatives 
took an early Opportunitjr of diilinguifhing Themfelves 
m. our Service, by.grantmg that ever-memorable Sum^ 
under the Name of an Arrear ; or, as fbme Gen de- 
men were pleafed to conftrue it, by Way of Augmen* 
TATioN to that LIBERAL REVENUE, which the 
Jbrmer Parliament had fettled on his Majelly, for the 
Setter Support of the Honour and Dignity of the 
' Crown, 

This Parliament had likewife the Honour of conti- 
nuing twelve thouf and Hessian Troops in our Pay, for 
fcveral Years, at an annual Expence, which amount- 
ed to a Land Tax of Six-pence in the Pound. 

The Revival of the Salt Duty, after it had been 
Solemnly abolifhed, for the Eafe of the foor Artificers 
and Manufacturers, upon a gracious Recommendation 
from the Throne, and mortgaging it for many Years to 
come, is another Point, which will ccf taiply endear the 

Memo* 
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Memory of this Parliament to the Freeholders o^ Great 
Britain^ and recommend the Promoters of it to their 
Favour again at the enfuing Eleilion, 

Their laudable Endeavours to extend the Laws of 
Excife over the whole Kingdom, and to curb the Spirits 
of infolent Tradefmcn, by fubjcfting their Houfes, Goods 
and Dealings to the Controul of a State-Inquifition^^ are 
lb frefti in every Body's Memory, that it would be im- 
pertinent to infift any farther upon this Head. 

We muft likewiie do the/e Gentlemen the Juftice to 
acknowledge their invariable Regard for the Honour and 
Interefl of the Nation, as well as the Safety of our Con- 
llitution, by their ready Comply ance with all Motions, 
for keeping up a ftanding Army, in Times of frofiimi 
Peace, with a conftant Approbation of all our latt 
Treaties, Expeditions, Expedients, and Tranfa^ions 
whatfoever, either by Sea or by Land^ at hbme or 
abroad. 

I ihall fay nothing of thofe vaft Sums of Money, 
which They have granted from Time to Time, for 
fuppordng thefe Meajures, nor of the prefent State (rf* 
our pub lick Debts, and the fniing Fund; becaufe I pre- 
fume the/e Articles will be fully explain'd in the Pam- 
phlet before-mentioned. 

But there is one Point, which muft not be intirely 
pafs'd over in Silence ; I mean that unlimited and unex- 
ampled Confidence, which They have lately repofed in 
the Crown, together with the fubfequent Claufc of 
Un appropriation ; by which his Majefty is left at flill 
Liberty, during the Interval of Parliament, to augment 
his Forces by Sea, or Land, to enter into any Engage- 
ments with foreign Princes, and to apply what Sums 
of Money He (hall think fit out of the annual Supplies, 
which amount almoft to Four Millions, without 
any Limitation of Number, or. Sum whatfoever. This 
Act crowns all their former Services, and feems to be 
defign'd as their laft Legacy to tlic Nation ; for as it 
gives his Majefty a glorious Opportunity of demonftra- 

ting 
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ting his tender Concern for our Liberties, by making no 
bad Ufe of fuch an unfrtcedented Power ; lb it will de- 
liver down the Names of ^ofe^ who gave it, with 
imoomnion Marks of Diflindlion, to the lateft Ge- 
nerations. 

After {bch fupercminent Services as Thele, it may 
feem needlels to mention their noble Zeal in dete6ling 
fuhUck Frauds^ and inflifting exemplary Puniflimcnton 
the Authors of them. We have had divers remarkable 
Inftances of This, whiKl They have done the Commons 
9f Great Britain the Honour to reprcfent Them j par- 
ticularly with Relation to the Sale of the late Earl of 
Dbrwentwater*s Ejlate, the Management of the 
South-Sea Company, the Charitable Corpo- 
ration, andVoRK Buildings; to which We may 
add their rigorous Enquiries into the Frntidi of the 
Customs, and the Manner of contrading a Navy 
Dbbt of almtft Two Millions. 

I do not include all the Members of the late Houfe of 
Commons in this funeral Oration to their Memory ; for 
it it well known that mmy of Them have diitinguifii*d 
Tbemfelvcs in that Affembly by a moll pertina- 
cious Spirit of Oppojition, ana took a great Deal of 
ill-natured Pains to revive a Country Intereft amongft 
.us. 

This puts me in mind of another Topick, in Praife 
of the late Parliament^ which I had almoft forgot ; for 
as They have the fole Credit of accomplifhing all thefe 
• great Points, fo They have gain*d no lefs Honour by 
defoiting feveral pernicious Bills for better qualifying 
Members of Parliament ; for fecuring the Freedom of 
military Gentlemen from the Refentments of a vindic- 
tive Minifleri for limiting the Number of Officers, 
eivil and military, who fhall hereafter be allow' d to fit 
in the Houfe of Commons ; and laftly, for reftoring 
triennial Parliaments. 

Thefe uncourtly Patriots, indeed, have had the good 
Fortune, by indefatigable Induftry, and the Force of 

popu- 
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popular Clamour, to carry fome Points of bad Confc^ 
quence ; particularly the Jury-Aiiy the Stockjobbing 
A6l^ and Thaty^r the more effeSual preventing ^ribe* 
Ry and Corruption in the Elehion of Members t9 

ferve in parliament. But as the bad Intention of the 

firjl was, in fome Meafure, defeated by a Claule for 
Special Juries ; fo fome of the craftieft Heads in 
England are now hard at Work in devifmg Methods to 
elude the others. 

When We reflodb on this long Courfe of publick Spi- 
rit, Wifdom and Integrity, who can look without 
Tears onfuch an illuflrious Body of Men in the laft- A- 
gonie of their political Death, and fmking again into 
the common Mafs of the People^ from whence They were 
railevl to do thefe great Things for us ? 

But 10 be feiious. As the Reprefentative Body of 

the People is now expiring, and the Power will foon de- 
volve to Them again, in then collei^ive Capacity; I 
hope They will make a proper Ufe of it, at the approach* 
Ele(flions, by chuling a new Reprefentative^ without 
criminal hjluence^ or any other DiftinAion than of 
noje^ who have already made the Intereft of their 
Country the Rule of their Conduft, and of !7^(j/^, , who 
have notorioufly facriliced it to private had Ends, 

But if the fatal Taint of Corruption, or the Preffurcs 
€f NeceJJity^ ihould have taken fo ftrong a Polfeffion of 
their Minds, as to prevail over all the natural Impulfet 
of Virtue, Confcience, and the Reftraint of Laws, I 
muft refer Them for Advice, under thelc defperatc 
Circum fiances, to the j^uthors of Cato's Letters, 
who formerly addrefe'd Tnem in the following Manner. 

** * A S to Thofe amongft you, who are reiblved to 
** jTjL ^*^c Money, in Spight of all Reafon, human 

•' and 

* The following Paffag^, being the Conclujion of a 
third Letter to the Fr^oidcr»i. {si'f . were printed in tbi 

Londoa 
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•* and divine, I know no Amends They can make for 
«* this their great Wickednefs and Corruption, but to 
«« di&ppoint Tbofe^ who give it, by voting againft Tbem^ 
«« for ^ufofif who do not, and deferve their Vote with- 
<f out it. In doing This, They will only be felfe to 
«• rnii MoHi who would bribe Them out of their Ho- 
«* nefty ; hut will be juft and honed to a whole Nation^ 
«• which claims their Regard and Duty, and which 
«* He would hire Them to betray. 

** There is no Honour nor Honefty in being juft to 
«* vow Word, when the giving your Word was unjuft. 
•• If a Man gives you Money for your Promife to burn 
'* an Houfif or to murtber a Neighbour ; which, think 
** you, is moftunjuft, to difappoint the wicked Promp- 
" ter^ or to do an hellifh Aftion in Complyance with 
•* a wicked Man, who would make you an hellifh In- 
** ftrument of his villainous Malice and Defigns ? And 
** yet, believe me, you do a worfe Thing, when you 
*• put the Lives and Property oi^ whole Country, your 
** own Country, into the Hands of a Man, who de- 
*• clares He v/'iW fell ^em, by hiring you xojell Tour- 
«« fihes, 

** He, who for Money chufes an unworthy Member^ 
•• is anfwerable for all the unworthy Condudl of that 
** Member, as much as He, who for Self-Ends of any 
*^ Kind, advifes an unjuft War, becomes anfwerable 
*• for all the Killing, Burning, Plundering and Defola- 
** tion, which attend it. Do not fay, thaty^/zr Member 
•* hath but one Vote ; for no more hath any other Mem- 
•* ber ; but remember that one Vote may fave, or de- 
•• ftroy You. 

•* I would leave it therefore to your own common 
«* Senfe, Gentlemen, (You, that are determined to have 
•• Mon£y, on this Occafion) whether it be not more 

" eligible 

London Journal on Saturday March the z^th, 1721, 
and fignd Cato ; but this Paper is not pubiijh'din the 
ColleBion of thofe Letters. 
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" eligible to be /itt/e Rozues, and to cheat o/ie or tw^ 
*' Men of Money, whicn perhaps is none of theirs ^ and 
*' which They ought not to give You, and which 
They give only to make You great Rogues, than it is 
to be cruel Traytors to your Country ; to be the Caufes 
of all its Mifery ; and the Objedb of its juft DeteAa^ 
tion, and heavy and crying Curies. 

When You deal with Knaves, You have an Ex- 
cufe to be Knaves ; efpccially when 7hey are the ^- 
greffors, ■ But what Offence hath your Country 

given You ; that Country^ in which, and by which 
you live ? Whether would You rather be careisM, or 
** curfed ; beloved, or abhorr*d \ Of whether would 
** You rather be blcfsM and approved by all Men, than 
by 0?je, who, when You diiappoint Him, only damns 
feme of You for Rogues, and would have made you 
Rogues, and is perhaps Him/elf one ? 

I wifh, Gentlemen, that there were none amongft 
you difpofed to be fold ; and that the Underfland« 
ing, Circumftance?, and Virtue of You all fet You 
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be Jbld, for God's Sake f fell Yourfelves to Sueh as 
are not like to fell Tou again. No Doubt, fomc fuch 
there are ; and for Thoje, who give You Money to 
make Money of You, as You may guefs from theii 
Character and Circumft antes, the beft Thbg You can 
** do, next to the refujing, or returning it, is to voti 
againjl Them. 

If You will be corrupt, have fo much Tenderneft 
for old England as to confine the Efiedls of your 
** Corruption to Yourfelves, gnd do not barbarouily in- 
'< volve us All, and All that is good and valuable, in 
*« your Corruption. All have not fmn'd ; oh ! b volve 

" not All in your Sin / The leaft Glympfc of 

" natural Senfe will inform You, that You may with 
" infinite Iq'^b Crime deceive a few Men, probably 
•' more unrighteous than the worft of You, than cn- 
** danger the utter Dellrudlion of a great Nation, and 

" your 
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** your 9ton DeftruSiony by being juft to an unjuftEn- 
^* ^gcmfiitp made to an /'// Man. 

« AEL-Et^UJb Admiral, in King WilUmS Time, be- 
«* ing tempted by the French Court, with Mone^, to 
•* beimyifito their Hmds t^^f^/^/i^J^leet, wi^ich He 
^' Goiminanded, acquainted his rcyal Majier with the 
<* Teinptation» and by -the Advice of thsit great Prince^ 
** H« took the Money and feetray'd Thofe^ that would 
** have betray'd W/w, and would have hired H^im to 
•« betray his Cotintry. I leave You, Gentlemen^' to 
** make the Application. I only ask You, which 
.** think You was the greater Treachery ; h\s taking 
" Mmeyfir a traiterous Defign agaivft bis Country ^ or 
*« his net executing that traiterous Defign ? 

'< Bat of the. mod of You, by much the mod, I knovr 
«< and b(^ the beil Things. Your Hands are dean, 
^' and your Hearts are honeft. 

.Heaven grant it may prove io^ in the prefent Con- 
■fttniQiire ! For on This the Prefervation of our Liberties 
jihfolaicly depends, under God and his Majefly. 
« J.fball only add, that as there feems to be a much 
greater NeceiUty for fuch Exhortadons at prefent, than 
Mrben Cato wrote, ib every corrupted Eleiior hath 
now an Opportunity, by the late A^^ to make a double 
Atonement to his Country, by difcovering the Cor- 
«. V PT o R» as well as voting a g a rN st Him^ D. 
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CuHtla aperil ficretg Dies, ex Temptrtvtram 
Nafcitur, it vtniess Mtas ab/tondila pandit. 

to CALEB D'ANVERS, Efyi 
SIR, 

k T ia now grown the Fifhion at the End 
T of evecy Pirtiunent, and commonly at 
E the End of every Seffion, to recapito- 
^ lite the Proceedings of our RtfrtfentM' 
\ lives and, as it were, chew the Cnd of 
the Legijlature. This is s Piaflice, 
Mr. D'AitPcn, for which Vou have often quoted the 
Authority of an bQnmrable Gentleman, who wrote * 
Jhart Hifien of ibt Parliament, in the Year 17131 
and.toconfcfa the Truth, I think the People of far- 
land have a Right to review the Condufl of Thole, 
on whom They confer ^o great a Truft. But fbme of 
your Country Party liave gone ferihcr, and given us an 
Hifterj of the PftEsENT Administbatiom iit t«» 
Parts, as well as of the turn lafi Parliamtittr, contain- 
jng a particular Account of their moft notable Tranf- 
a£Uons, both at home and abroad, tor tbirteen Tiers 
fafi; That i% from the Beginning of the Year 1721 
to the prefent Time. 

The learned Mrs. Osborne hiving already b^nn % 
Critiqne upon the laji cftheje Pieas, I fhall not in- 
croach upon hei^Province i nor prefume 10 take the 
Calligation of this Author out of fo able an Hand. 

Bat it being generally allow'd that a flein CbrW' 

tit, or Varrativt bJ Palis, without any Comments, or 

AefieOigm 
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Rcfle6lions of the Author ^ is the moll impartial Way of 
writing Hiftory ; (efpeciaUy in fuch divided and dif- 
^tradled Times as the prcient ; ) it cannot be improper 
to digeft the principal Tranfaftions of thirteen Tears 
faft into this Method, and fiibmit them to the Conli- 
deration of my Countrymen, under the regular Form 
ni Annals \ in which I fhall include ieveral material 
Points omitted by the Author before-mention'd, but 
highly nccefTary to be known, in order to fet the Me- 
rits of our prejent, great Minifter in a true Light. 

1 chufe this chronological Method, not only for the 
Sake of Impartiality^ but lilcewife Eminentia Gratid i 
for as Kings date all their publick Adls from the Tear 
rf their Reign y and our reverend Prelates from the Tear 
tf their Confecrationy I have often wonder'd that our 
mnifterial Fice-Roys never affumed the fame Style^ 
and fign*d their Inllruments according to the Tear of 
their Adminifl ration. But as This may be owing to 
their great Modelly and Tendemefs of approaching 
too near the Chara^er of their royal Mafters, 1 think 
it mj Duty to do Them Juflicc, and ihall therefore 
proceed in the following Manner. 

Anno primoy 

On tkitfirft of April 1721, (of all Days in the 
Year) the great Man, of whom I am now writing, 
w«8 {worn into the Offices of Chancellor of the Exche- 
quety and firft Lord Commiffioner of the Treafury ; ha- 
ving fufficiendy merited thole important Employments 
itf the preceding Seffion, by his great Zeal in pacify- 
ing the Refentments of the People, occafion'd by the 
Mifmanagement of the South-Sea Scheme, and his A- 
bilities in relieving Them from their DiflrelTes, by 
Schemes of Ingraftment and the Bank-Contra^. 

This Year a large Fleet was lent up the Balttck. The 
King of Sweden was complimented with a Subfidy of 
fiventy-tzve thoufand Founds, ( but upon what Account 
doei not appear, ) and a farther Sum of five hundred 

S 2 thoufand 
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tboufand Pounds was granted, to make good the Defi- 
ciencies of his late Majefty's Ctvil-Lift, 

The fame Year is like wife remarkable for the fri- 
vnte treaty of Madrid ^ and the Letter from, his lati 
Majeftyy upon which the Spaniards found their Qaim 
to the Reflitution of Gibraltar^ 

The remaining Part of the Year was fpent in pro- 
viding fjr Relations i fecuring a new Pariiamenty and 
taking other proper Methods to eibblilh Himielf in 
Power. 

Atmo zdo. 

iTiis Year a mofl deteftable Confpiracy was difco- 
ver*d by the fingular Dexterity of the fame Gentle^ 
mnrty who produced fuch Evidence of the Reality of 
if, by Letters mtercepted at the Pop -Office^ Deeypbe* 
ringf and other Methods, as gave full Satisfedtion to 
the Parliament^ and the Court of King^s Bench ; for, 
upon this Account, Cbriftopber Layer ^ Efij; was exe- 
cuted at Tyhint ; Bifliop Jitter bury was deprived and 
banifli'd, hy 9. Bill of Pains and Penalties i and Mr. 
Kelly dtrtA Plunket vtcit imprifonM in the Tower du- 
ring Life. 

The Habeas Corpus AB likewife was fufpendcd for 
a whole Year, upon the fame Account. 

Anno %tio. 

Little was done this Year, befides railing Money^ con- 
tinuing the Army, and granting Mr. Wood the ft- 
mous Patent for fupplying Ireland Wv^ Copper 
Half-pence. 

Artno j^to. 

His late Majefty was pleafed to affure us from the 
Throne, this Year, that We bad Peace ttntb all Potoert 
abroad, and at home perfeSl Tranquility. But fo defi re- 
able a Situation was foon altered, as We fhall fee in the 
next Article. 

Anno ^to. 

This Year is become a remarkable ^ra in our Hi- 
ftojy by the Hakoyer Treaty, which cemented 

fo 
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h clofe an Alljrance between Great Britain and France^ 
la order to reduce the exorbitant Power of the Emfe- 
ror, and defeat that formidable Conjundlion of the 
Courts Q^ Vienna and Madrid y which gave our Poli- 
tidans fuch terrible Apprehenfions. 

jiftno 6io. 

In Purfuance of the fame Allyance, three great naval 
Jrmaments were, this Year, difpatch'd, with ever-me- 
morable Inftrudlions, to the Baltic k, the Mediterranean 
and the Weft -Indies i where They pci Torm'd fuch won- 
derful Exploits as will do immortal Honour to the 
Britifl? Name. 

Tzoelve thoufand HeJ/tans were, this Year, taken into 
the Pay of Great Britain^ and continued for four Years 
afterwards, at an annual Expencc of near two hundred 
and fifty thoufand Pounds. A moft horrid Plot againft 
our excellent Minifter was likewife difcovcr'd by s 
Penny-Poft Letter ^ in which Notice was given Him of 
t Defign to bum his Houfe j but by his prudent Con- 
duft in communicating the Contents of it to his next 
door Neighbour J and imploring his Proteftion, the Per- 
petration of fo flagitious an Aft was happily prevented. 

jinno "J mo. 

This Year will be for ever di(linguifh*d in our An- 
nals by the Acceflion of Holland to the Treaty of 
Hanover y under pretty large Rdlriftions, as well as That 
o^ Sweden^ in Conrideration.of a Subfidy of ^f/zy /^(7«- 
fand Pounds per Annum, for -tit^e Tears, and the glo- 
rious Allyance bet^veen Great Brfiain and the Duke of 
Wolfenbuttle, at fo fmall an Expencc. to us as the Sum 
oi one hundred thoufand Pounds. 

The Siege of Gilrnltar was likewife undertaken this 
Year, and vigoroufly pufh'd on by the Spaniards, with- 
out any Moleftation from ^//r i7,f^/, which fufierM fe- 
veral Ships, laden with Ammunition, to pais under 
the Stern of our Admiral, and land them fafely for the 
Ufeofthe Siege. 

S 3 Aan9 
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Anno %vo. 
This Year was remarkable for EtnhaJJies^ Negotia- 
tions, and Conventions^ but without any -conlidcrable 

The Bill again ft Bribery and Corruption in the E- 
/t'c".'0/!s 0/ Members to fervein Parliament wtl^ this Year 
pal'b'd, by the indefatigable Endeavours of the Male- 
contents, 

Anno Qvo. 

We now come to a Year nil J of memorable Events 
fuch as the gallant Behaviour of our Fleet at Spithead^ 
and the honourable Treaty of Stvil/ey which difTolved 
tlie formidable Conjundlion of Ssfain and the Empire^ 
difpcnled with the ^adruple Aliyance, by providing 
for the Introduftion of Don Carlos into Italy with 
Spnnijb Troops, (which have fince had fuch a glori- 
ous Effcft, ) and paved the Way for that happy U- 
nion between France and Sfain, which is at laft brought 
10 full Perfedion. 

The famous Sum of <w^ hundred and fifteen thoufand 
Founds was this Year granted by Parliament, to mak^ 
good a Deficiency, or Arrear, of the Civil-Lift, 

An Officer in the EngUJk Navy was alio broke for 
audacioufly prefuming to make a rrench Ship (Irike to 
Him, as fiie was coming into one of our Harbours. 

At the latter End of this Year, an AB of Grace was 
faid 10 be drawn up, and aftually laid before the At- 
torney General for his Opinion ; out the Maltcontents 
having got InteUigence of it, before it was brought into 
the Houie, made fuch invidious Comments upon it, 
that it was thought proper to drop it. 

Anno \om§. 

Another bloody Con(piracy againft the Minifter was 
tbio Year carryM on by a Set of Gentlemen, who met 
in Durham tard, and had aftually got WitneiTcs to 
prove that tlie Port and Harbour of Dunkirk were re- 
pair'd ; but this Defign was likewife prevented by the 
vigour of Parliament, and the Information of a very 

ttnejl 
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boneft fellm^ who did not fcniple to perjure EBmfelf 
for the Sake of the Cauie. 

The fiiipe Year the ^alt Duty was taken off, upon a 
gracious Recommendation from the Throne ; by which 
chc poor Artificers and ManufaEturers were not only re- 
lieved, but the Nation was deliver'd from the Burthen 
o^ fix hundred Officers^ who fwallowM up great Part of 
the Income, and were always ready to vote, acconJing 
fo Order. 

A Licence was this Year granted to the French^ for 
recruiting in Ireland^ and Icveral Officers were aftually 
arrival here for that Pnrpofe % but this Defign was d«- 
fisated by the unrcafonable Clamour of the Country Par- 
ty, who reprefented it as little le(s than Trea/dfj, and 
oUiged our Minifter to revoke his Licence, to the inex- 
preffible Concern of vao^tt profound Politician, who 
Was at the Bottom of it. 

Jnno iimo. 

This Year produced the laft Treaty o^ Vienna^ by 
wluch We broke off that clofe Conjunftion with France f 
which We had fo induftrioufly cultivated for fome 
Years paft, guaranty*d the Pragmatick San^ion, and con- 
voyed the Spanifib Troops into Ita/y, 

Tliat Arch-Incendiary Mr. Richard Francklin^ who 
had pfy*d into all the Cabinets di Europe y and given in- 
finite Difhirbance to a certain honourable Gentleman^ 
was this Year convidled, by a Special Jury, of hav- 
ing printed the Hague Letter^ and fentenced to fuffer 
•ne Year's Imprifonment, to pay a Fine of one hundred 
Founds^ and to give Security of two thoufand Pounds 
more for his good Behaviour for feven Years. 

Anno izmo, 

ThisYcsirtheSa/t-TaXf which had been taken off 
but two Years before, was laid on again, and mortgaged 
for three Tears, in order to raife 500,000 /. for the 
current Expences of the Year. It was likewile fepa- 
jated from the finking Fund, to which it formerly be- 
k)Dg*d, and hath been iince mortgaged for a Mi/lion 

more; 
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more ; fo that it may now be faid to be made ferpe- 
tual. 

The charitable Corporation^ the Sale of Lord Der- 
ioentfvater\ Ellate, and fome other Peccadilloes of the 
fame Kind, became the Subjedls of Enquiry and Debate 
this Scflion. 

Another Plot was likewife difcover'd to have been 
carry 'd on by Signior Belloni and one Mr. 0/r, againft 
that upright PatriovMr. yobnTbompfon, the Warehoufe- 
keeper, and his Confederates. 

Jnno i^mo, 

I now come to the Year 1733, which is branded to 
all Pofterity by the Defeat of the Excife-BUly and the 
popular Refentments againft the FrojeStor of it, who 
was aftually burnt in Effigie, in all the Market-Towns 
of England, and had other Indignides offerM to Him, 
far beneath the Dignity of fo illuftrious a Peribnage. — 
But I have the Pleafure to obferve that fome Examples 
have been likewife made on the other Side ; for it is well 
known that feveral great Lords and other Perfons have 
been difmifs'd from their Employments, civil and milt' 
tary, for concurring with the People in their Oppofition 
to that glorious Scheme. 

I fhall here clofe my Annals of this Gentleman ; for 
as He is but juft enter'd on the fourteenth Year of his 
Adminifl ration, I muft referve the Remainder of this 
Chronicle to another Opportunity. I fhall only obferve 
thatHefeems, at prefent, to be in full Confidence 
and Credit ; and if He fhould wind up his Bottoms 
in a Manner fuitable to his former Condudb, He muft be 
allowed to outdo all the Minijlen, that ever went before 
Him. J. 
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•HAVE been l«ie1y fcvour'd with a 
» Paper, publi^'d in the Ktittip Pe/i, or 
i Canterbury Netos-Letler, on S/iturdaj the 
t ij\\\f)( Jpril ]»&% which isfowiraor- 
I dinary a Piece, that I think it delerves 
the Attention of every BriUn, as well as 
fli»goad People of £>«r. I {hall therefore repiiiit it at 
large, for the Edification of my Countrymen in diffe- 
rAt Pmu of the Ringdom, with fome cnribry Remaiki 
M the M<»iu of the Aulbor, aitd the Probity of hia la- 




7t tbf Ffttiutv ^ iht Ci^ if Canterbiiry. 

Gmtlttneu, 
•' r ■ iH E Eleflion of yoar Repre^entattreIinPa^' 
" X listlE"' drawing near, I beg Leave to oflilf 
* fiwne Things to yonr Confideration, which I hope 
" ibay be of Service at this critiesijunftaie, where the 
" tMUfi CmdfUl is required ; and yet ( wi(h Concern 
*' I fpeafe it] Ae Heal mi ill Ttmptr of Ibme among 
*' )u give Me too little Reafon to hope for any. 

'■ Be That as it will, my Affeftion for my Fellow- 
" Citiaens calls upon Mb to fhew Them the Reik ; and 
" if They fplit upon it. They can only blxme Them- 
" felvfls. 

•• The Oath then, that ia to be taken by this late 

" Aa if Parliament, is the Milftone, that will grind 

" you to Pieces, if you do not ward off the Bbw ; and 

*< furely had GetUlemen cooiidct'd enough the Con- 

" fe^uencea 
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*' fequences of it. They would never have confented 

** to it. 

I fpeak as a Cbriflian to chriftian Electors ; and 
it puts Me in Mind of another Billy carried on by 
a 7wble Lord of more Wit than Charity, who laid 
by that Bill He had damiCd one Fart of tbi Nation^ 

** andftarvid the other. 

It puts an intire Stop to all Ads of Charity ; 
as for Inflance, had any Candidate been inclined to 
have paid off your heavy Workhoufe Debt^ it muft 
have precluded the Votes of a great many Confcien- 






« 

<« 
<( 

** ces truly fcrupulous; and I queftiop much whether 

** thefe Garments lately given to poor People and their 
ti - - - _ . 

<( 






Children may not be conflrued Bribery^ when to be 
fure it could come from no other Defign than 
cloathing the Naked. 

But to the Point. As the Cafe now ilands, my 
** Brethren, I do advife You, as hr as You can, to 
fave this City from Judgments, that may hang ovci 
it by the Guilt of Perjury ; for I hear at preient 
They are determined to Jwear the EleSlors, Con- 
** lider how many poor, inconfiderate, drunken Peo- 
** pie there may be, who will take rafl? Oaths j and 
** it is only in their Power to prevent it by the follow- 
** ing Method. 

" Let the three Candijates and their chief Friends 
meet and agree that no Oath fhall be tender *d, (and 
if They do agree, I can't fee who will offer to de- 
•* mand it, without their Approbation) and the Bufi- 
** nefs is done. By this Means, you will fave the Souk 
** of many People from Perdition, and their Families 
** from Ruin. Confider the Fate of Dover, whaare 
•* now ruining each other with Adion upon Adlions, 
•* and be wife at other People's Cofts. Should all, or 
•' any one Candidate refufc to oblige You, let the Re^ 
** fujer, or Befujers, lofc your Favour, and Yoo will 
** eafily find other Gentlemen of Fortunes and Alnlities 
*^ to fupply their Places. Thb> Gentlemen^ I advUe 

« Yon 
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•« You to from no other Motive but a true^ chriftian 
•* Zeal to prevent the Mifchiefs, that muft enfue, 
*« Ihould /i&/J Oath be adminifter'd. 

•* One Word more. Gentlemen^ and I have done ; 
*• and That is, that I am glad I have this Opportuni- 
•• tv of vindicating one of your Candidates from the 
** Afoerfion throv7n upon Him, on Occafion of a late 
*' Aclvertifement, vix, that by That He openly avozos 
■•* Bribery /j*i Corrupt ion. No; the verv Words 
•• won't bear it. He openly and honeftly declares that 
** Hi voted AG MUST the Bill to prevent Bribery 
■ ■*• and Corruption. He thought the Reafons were fo ol>- 
** vlous, the Oath fb terrible, there was no Need to 
" mention either them^ or it ; a Resolution becoming 
** a Chriftian^ tho' perhaps not a modern Patriot, 

*' For my Part, I and my Family have voted for 
^' Him many Years ; and He hath lurely laid a frefh 
*«* Obligation upon Me and all Hop-Planters by his late 
** DiUigence and Affiduity in procuring an Aft to pfe- 
" vent all clandeftine Importation of foreign Hops ; and 
«• when other Gentlemen were latisfyM with laying 
** only a Penalty upon every Pound of Hops, He was 
^^ refolved to ftrike at the Root, and got a Claufe to 
'*< have them burnt, I muft confefs, I can go no 
** where in Canterbury^ but I fee feveral Objects of his 
^* Benevolence towards my Fellow-Citizens ; fbmc 
"** Perlbns advanced in the World ; others laved from 
"«' Poverty, and even Death. And furely, my Bre- 
•* thren^ I fhould be forry to fee our City diverted of 
*• all Help, in Time of Need, (for I am afraid our 

• * Prudence is not very great ) and ib far from the Throne 
** as it muft be, if this Gentleman fhould not repreient 
** u?. Not that I believe it will be fo ; for I flatter 
** myfelf, how corrupt foever We are. We have not 

* • k>ft our Gratitude, 

*• Thefe, Gentlemen, are my own Thoughts, which 
-•• I was determined to communicate to You. If We 
** do not agree in Opinion, I heartily lament it. If 

*« We 
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** We do. We (hall fhew ourfelves People of Honour 
** and Gratitude, and have the Pleafure Qi faving a 
y great many Souls, and biding a Multitude of Sins, 

I am your moft affeSiionats Brother, 
j^ril-z^, 1734. J. C. 

The foregoing Epiftle is written with fuch an Air of 
'fhriftian Zeal and Charity, that the Author fccms de- 
vious to impofe Himfelf on the World for one of the 
reverend Dignitaries of Canterbury ; but the Charity, 
which He takes fo much Pains to inculcate, is much of 
the fame Kind with That recommended by Father Dtf- 
•minick in the Sfanijh Fryar ; viz. a corrupt Reward 
for doing wicked andfcandalous Jobs, 

The late ASl againft Bribery hath given great and 
grievous Offence to a certain Party amongll us ; who^ 
having forfeited the natural Affedlions of the People by 
their former Condufl, can entertain no Hopes of re^ 
conciling Them to their Interell but by corrupt Methods^ 
and therefore endeavour to remove this Objtacle out of 
their Way. It is indeed the Rock, upon which ney 
are afraid of Splitting, and the Miljlone,, that will 
grind ^em to Pieces, 

I never was an Advocate for the Multiplication of 
Oaths, which 1 always thought to be a Thing of dan- 
gerous Confequence ; but if Swearing was ever nece^ 
fary and jullihable, it is certainly fo upon this Occad- 
on, in order to preferve the Freedom of Flexions, that 
great Bulwark of our Conftitution, and Cornerltone of 
all our Liberties. On the other Hand, what can be 
more ridiculous than to hear the/e Men preaching againfl 
the Impofition of Oaths, who have already piollitutcd 
them in fuch a ^Manner, as to render the Negleft ' of 
them almoll proverbial ; and lately projected a Scheme^ 
which would have rendcr*d the AriA Ob&ivation of 
ihem abfolutclv imprafUcablc f 

It 



It might have been expc^ed that a Writer^ who 
cfie^ts fb much Piety and Regard for the S^uls ofMcn^ 
"woold have endeavour'd to divert the yudgments of 
G^y which He feems to apprehendy by exhorting his 
Fdlow-Citizens in the moft pathetick Manner to avoid 
the Guilt ofPerjwj^ and give their Votes freely, ac- 
cordii^ to the bell of their Judgment, without any 
€§rruf4 Influence. This, I fay, would have been more 
confiftent with the Charader of fb confcientious a Wri* 
tfr, than advifing Them to defeat the Intention of th« 
Legiflature, by obliging their Candidates to agree thai 
m Oath pottld be tendered, and thereby opening s 
Doca for Corruption, which is certainly a Sin, as well 
as Perjury ; efpecially in a Point of lb much Confe- 
rence as the Choice of a free Parliament, and the 
Sifety of our Conftitution, 

As to our Author"* s Apprehenfions that this Law will 
ftet an intire Stop to all AS s of Charity, it is certain that 
Charity ' may degenerate into Corruption ; or, to fpeak 
more properly, Corruption may be pradlifed under the 
Pretence of Charity ; but I deny that the A£i was de- 
fignM to prevent any publick Benefactions, or that it 
can be juftly conftrued in fuch a Senfs. It relates only 
to perfonal Gratifications, of a corrupt Nature, by Way 
of Bargain and Sale for Votes. Bciidcs, I fhould be 
glad to know how it comci to pals that Gentlemen 
iliould have fo much uncommon Generofity and Bene- 
volence juft upon the Point of an Election, more than 
at any other Time. There are Opportunities enough 
for the moft charitable Chrifians to open the Bowels 
of their Compaflion, without any Danger of Prolecu- 
tions, or even the Sufpicion of private Ends ; and if 
this Gentkman Himfclf iliould be pioully difpofed to 
pay the Workhoufe Debt He mentions, to cloath all the 
Naked in Canterbur)\ or even to ^^(BU- ^^^ Metropolis 
tan Church there, I will undertake TT indemnify Him 
from all the Penalties of that Act. 

Vol. XIL T I cannot 
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I cannot think it very politick in Him to mention 
die Cafe of Dover ^ where open Bribery was not only 
added to notorious Influence of another Kind^ but fome 
Perfons were not afhamed to encourage the People in 
their Corruption and Perjury^ by afTurlng Them that all 
fuch Offences would be wiped away by an JSi of Grace, 
as (bon as the Parliament meets. 

Something of this Kind was likewiie done at Canter- 
Bury ; for it appears by the Paper before us that one of 
the Candidates thought fit to purge Himfel^ in a pub- 
lick Advertiiement, from the Imputation of having 
voted FOR the Bill againft Bribery and Corruption, and 
topromifei^/j Jffiftance in tbeJ^zTEki, of it. This 
Aavertirement, which I find in the (ame Paper, runs 
thus ; viz. 

«* Whereas it Jiath been reported that I voted for a 
" kte Bill againft Bribery and Corruption, which con- 
*' tains an Oath to be taken by the Eledlors, ( who have 
•' a Right to vote at the Eleftion of Members to fcrve 
" for die Commons of Great Britain) before He is 
** admitted to poll at the fame Election ; I think my- 
•' felf obliged to declare upcm my Honour ^ that I voted 
** AGAINST the fatd Bill, and determined (if 1 could 
•• have had the Opportunity ) to have aififled in the 

" Repeal of it 1 take thisOccaiion to defire 

** the Freemen to excufe Me for not paying my Rc- 
•* fpcrts, and making more early Application to Them, 
** becaufe I was obliged to attend m Parliament, in or- 
*' der tc^ promote a Bill of great Confequence to the 
** Hop-Planters, for the Benefit of this City and Neigh- 
** hour hood. 

Witnefs my Hand, 

T. H. 

The Lttter-tmi^ tells us that this Advertifement 
occafionM an AMHhi to be thrown upon the Gentle- 
man, as if HewfKtf avowed Bribery aud Corruption ; 
whereas it is plain that He only openly difavotd'd the^ 

Bin 



Bill to prevent tbem^ and exprcfs'd hb Refolution to 
affifl in the Repeal of it. What Pity is it that the 
Freemen o^ Canterbury would not put it in his Power 
to execute a Refolution, fo becoming a Chriilian, tbougi 
perhaps not a modem Patriot ? 

When the Gentleman was engaged in this Vindica- 
don of Himielf, I wonder He did not particularize his 
Merits a little farther ; for perhaps He might have ad- 
ded, upon hb Honour^ that He voted for the famous 
1 1 5000/. xht Heffian Troops^ iht ftanding Army^ the 
Revival of the Salt Duty, the late Exei/e Scheme, and 
the f^ote of Confidence^ as well as againll the Repea) of 
the feptennial A£t, the Penfion Bill, Place Bill, Army 
Bill, and other unchriftian Attempts of our modern 
Patriots, in Behalf of Liberty. 

The Letter-writer conclucies with denouncing his 
Anathema again fl his Fellow- Citizens, if They did not 
chufe Ms Gentleman to reprefent Them. Woe unt9 
Tbee, Woe unto Thee, faith He, O City ^/Caiiterbury f 
Divifted Jhalt ^ou be of all Help in Time of Need, and 
the kindly Rays of the Th no jub Jhall be withdraww 
from Thee ! 

Thus ends this notable Apology for Corruption % 
which the pious Mr. J, C, recommends to all good 
ChriAlans, as the only Expedient to fave a great many 
SmIsj and hide a Multitude of Sins. A. 
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J H E Eleilions for this Part of Greal Sri- 
ua bring now genctaJIy over, I (lull 
lake fome ObicivatJona on the Courfe 
Kofthein, and leave the Publkk to judge 
I wheiher the Cfurt-ffrileri have.sny 
Keafon to triumph lb much on thdr Suc- 
ce'.t, as They have lately done. 

I ftall not enter into any Examioation of all thofe 
various Methods, which were previoufly taken by the 
Favturiies ef Fewer to fecui* theElefiion ofThem- 
felvc!!, their Cieatttrei and Dependents t fuch u the 
laudable Artilices eniploy'd to procure uturntng O^- 
tin in Soroiigb.% ibe Nomination c^ proper Sbtrifi for 
Cuunties, and fome mbtr Expedient!, which arcnoSe- 
creis to the World. It will be fufficicnt, at prefent, 10 
commence our Obiivaiions from the Ooft (£ i^Ufi 
terliamtnt. 

The firft Thing rfmarkible ii the uncommon Expe- 
dition, and even I'recipitation, in chufing a new Refre- 
finlative ; for it cannot have efcaped any Body's No- 
tice that the laft Pjrliamenl viiiprsrogiied one Day, « 
Proclamation was orderU for ii£ihirig it the next, and 
t'nc Writs for electing a rfc* one bore lefte on the third j 
fo that many Gentlemei, who thought it incumbent 
upon Them to attend their Duty in Town, and not 
fuffer any furreptiuous Points to be carrj'd, without 
bearing ihcjr TelUmony againll them, had not Time 
to vilit their Boroughs, or at fcaft to make the proper 
Application to their Eleftors, by explaining the Rea- 
fonsot their Conduct, and the prefent Situation of Af- 
fain. 
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fiun. I call Thb a proper Jpp/Uation, in Contradif' 
tinftion to til corrupt Jnfiucnu ; and in many Places 
ic is ablblutely neceflary ; efpecially at a Time, when 
Multitudes of mercenary Pamphlets and Papers are di(^ 
pe^-fed through all Pkrts of the Kingdom, to poiibn the 
natural, honed Principles of the P^lCf and no Me- 
thods are left unemployed to deprive Them of Infbrma- 
tkm on the other Side. 

In the next Place, I mufl obferve that the Eleflions 
of tbofe Places^ which were fufficicntly prepared to 
chnfe their Reprefentatives, according to Diredion, hap* 
pen^d very luckily to come on firft; (for I will not fiip- 
pofe that it was by any particular Management ) and 
Thole, who appear'd fullen and out of Humour at fome 
latiMeaJureSy had Time given Them to cool and con- 

fult their true Jntcreft. CXit of \kit former Clajs I 

mud indeed except the antient Dukedom of Cornwall 
which was referved, by the fame happy Accident, as 
an Afylum for thofe worthy Gentlemeriy who have been 
excijed out of their own Counties and Boroughs by the 
Pieyifhnefs of the People, and the invidious G)nilrudi- 
on of their late Behaviour. 

The minifterial Scribblers leem to be in high Delight, 
upon this Occaiion, and flatter Them felves that the Re- 
turn of a new Parliament will intirely filencc all our 
Pretences to Popularity ; but, if We may take Mr. Ra- 
ping Opinion, there is no true Judgment to be made 
of the Senfe of the People by the Choict of their Repre- 
Jentattpes. Whether this Obfervation will hold good 
in general, I fhall not pretend to determine ; but it is 
certainly To in a very great Degree ; for if We con/ider 
the particular Members, who compofe the Body of a 
Britijb Houfe of Commons, We (hall find tliat a Majority 
of Them are fent from Sea-port Towns, govern'd b' 
minifterial Influence y and little beggarly Borough; 
whole Poverty makes Them an eafy Prty to the Baits < 
Corruption. Moll of 1 hele are become, in too grc 
• Mcafurc, the Property of Tdcn in OJfice \ and M ai 

T 3 
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of Them prcfume to refufe a Recommendatiow 
from their refpedivc Principals, They are lookM upon 
as a Sort of Rd^els, and muil expe£l to be treated ac- 
cordingly. It would be endlefs, and is almofl impoffi- 
b!e, to enumerate the various Kinds of Influence, whL ^ 
our DebtSf Taxes, and FunJs have already created. 
There is not a City, or Corporation, in the whole uni- 
ted Kingdom, where this Evil does not prevail in a 
great Degree ; and if it is fuflfer'd to increafe upon us, 
as it hath lately done, moft of the Boroughs will be- 
come litde more than the Tools of a Prime-Minifter ; 
for I am informM that it is lately made a Rule not to 
admit any Perfbn into the meaneft Employments, un- 
lefs He is duly qualify 'd to ferve his King and Country 
with a Vote for Members of Parliament ; and it is cur- 
rently reported that the Eledlion'of one Borough^ where 
there happens to be a great Number oi Bargemen^ was 
ablblutely carry 'd by granting Them Protefiions from 
the^ate Imprefs. I cannot fay whether the fame Indul- 
gences have been difpcnfed in any other Places ; but it 
is certainly a Precedent, which will admit of great Im- 
provements, and I leave it to the Conlideration of our 
Connoijeurs in EleSiions, whether it might not be of 
Ufe, at thefeTime?, to iffue out large Numbers of Pri^ 
Warrants, in order to alarm the Sea-faring Part of the 
Nation, and oblige Them to commute, by ferving thdr 
Country at home, inftead of abroad. 

It is therefore poflible that the minifterial Writers 
may have fome Reafon to exult on their Succefs in the 
Borough'EteSlicrs ; for, coniidering how the Cafe is, 
I am rather inclined to wonder that the Country Party 
have been able to make any Stand at all in thofi Places ; 
but 1 muft beg Leave to differ from thcfe Gentlemen^ 
if They produce fuch Inftances as any Proof that the 
Se?ife of the People is, on their Side. This is to be feen 
belt in tlie Ele^icns for Knights of the Shire j for tho* 
tiier4i is not one County in England, where the fame 
mifiifierisl Influence docs not prevail in fome Degree, 

(and 
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md in {evenly it prevails to a very high Degree) yet 
is the Bo^ of the Inhabitants, in every Shire, is ge- 
ocnlly tflembled upon thefe Occafion?, We may eafily 
judge from the Voice of the People what are the genuine 
Snitiments of the People ; and if ihofe moiejt Writers^ 
i¥ho boaft fo much of their Succefs, will be pleafed to 
look over the Lift o^ Knights of the Shire, I believe 
They will find atleaft Three to One chofen againft 
niem. I might add that thefe Gentlemen, having 
kige Properties in their refpeftive Counties, are able 
to pmchafe four Times the Number of Thofe, who are 
generally return'd from the little Boroughs ; many of 
TTiem have been chofen without any Oppofition, and 
fome of Them in Counties, where tYit(t petty Corpora^ 
tions abound moft. 

I muft particularly mention the late Eleftion for the 
County of Kent, which was carry 'd by a very great, 
and almoft incredible Majority, when We conuder the 
prodigious Influerxe on the other Side ; viz. three Docks, 
ttoo Epifcopal Seesy and four Civque Ports, befides that 
infinite Multitude of Revenue Officers, w^ho fwarm 
round the whole Coaft, and hold all the lower Sort of 
People in Dependence. 

Nothing therefore can be more ridiculous than to 
coUeft the Senfe of the People from the Borough EleSii^ 
§ns ; for if the Cujlom-Houfe, the Excife-Office and the 
three great Companies were each of Them allow'd to 
fend two Bcprefegtatlves to Parliament, the mitiijferial 
Writers might argue with as much Rcafon that thefe 
EleSlions would determine the Senfe of the City of 
London. 

I know They will alledge that all the Members of the 
Houfe of Commons are upon a P'oot of Ecjiiality, and 
therefore They are fure of a Majority. For tlie SaVc 
of Ergland, I wiih They jnay hnd Thcmfelves mil" 
taken ; biu I hope the Court Writers will l^ fo mc 
deft, for the future, as not to infift on the genen 
Senfe of the People ; "nor to fay that every Body, cxce^ 

t 
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t/je Craftfman, Jhatb done with /i^^ Excise; for the 
late Elcdlions arc fufficicnt to convince Them that it is 
neither forgot nor forgiven b^ the Bodv of the Nation, 
who have hollow'd it down in fuch a Manner through 
the whole Kingdom, that a Minifter mufl be very def> 
perate, or very arbitrary, who will ever venture to 
attempt it again. 

Indeed thofe Perfons, who have dared to violate (6 
ilrid and folemn an Ad as That againfl Bribery and 
Corruption y may be juftly thought capable of any Thing; 
and that there are fuch Men amongft us, the late Elec- 
tions give us too melancholy a Proof. Some have had 
the profligate AfTurance to ofier their Bribes publickly 
at Market-Croffes, in open Defyance of />&j/Z<?w, and 
topromifethe poor deluded People that all Pi-ofecu- 
tions upon it will be ftopt by an J^ of Grace ; which 
is as much as to fay ; Gentlemen^ i/you are not a* 
fraid of the Penalties of Corruption and Perjury in 
another Worldy you may depend upon Indemnity here. 
Others have been fo modeft as to content Themfclves 
with condemning that AB, and expreffing their ho- 
nourable Refolution io ajjift in the Repeal of it y if They 
Jhould ever have an Opportunity, But We may iafcly 
rely on hb Majefty's Goodnefs, that He will kom to 
pardon (b flagitious a Crime as Corruption, back'd 
w'lxh Perjury \ and We have Reaibn to hope that our 
Reprefentatives will never repeal the only Law, which 
can fccure xY^q Freedom of E/eBions ; fornotwithfiand- 
)ng all the vile Artifices, which have been put in Prac- 
tice to defeat it, I cannot help thinking that it hath al- 
ready had fome Effeft, and will certainly have a great 
deal more, if it is put vigoroufly in Execution againll 
the Corrupters and the Corrupted. I am infbrmM that 
there is Evidence aftually in Hand, fufficient to make 
iome Examples of hoth ; and if The/e, who are thua 
arniM, lliould be prevail'd on to fcreen fuch Delinquents, 
I'hey will draw great Part of the Guilt on Ihcmlelves, 

and 
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and forfeit all Right to the Favour of their honeft Coun- 
irymen for the fature. 

But as the Obfervance o^ this A8 hath already been 
of great Service to fome Gentlemen, and the Viola- 
tion of it hath deprived others of their natural Rights 
I hope They will both unite in bringing the Offen- 
ders againft it to condign Punifhment. One or two 
Convidions in WefiminfterHall vfow\d create fuch a 
Freoedenty as might ellablifh this excellent Law for 
ever, and deter the moft harden'd Agents of Corruption 
fiom attempting to break through it again. 
. Having made thefe Remarks on the Courfe of the 
EkBioHs^ I cannot conclude without taking fome No- 
tice of thofe Pradices, which too often fucceed the 
Choice of 4 new Parliament ; I mean what is com- 
monly, though fomcwhat improperly, call'd Weed- 
ing tbeHottJei for if We examine the Conduft of our 
poUtieal GardinerSy upon thefe Occafions, We ihall find 
that They frequently root up the Flowers^ and plant 
the ranked Weeds in their Room. Menaces, of this 
Kind, have been already thrown out very liberally 
againft ieveral Members, who are chofen on the CouM* 
try Intereft ; and, if I am not mifinforinM, ibme of 
oar mofl noted Borough- Jobbers a£hially retainM Coun- 
cily before the EleBions began, to defend thele laudable ^ 
PraAices ; fo that Thofe, who are ihut out of the Houfe 
tc the Fore-Door^ may have a Back-Door opcn'd to 
Them, and prefs Thcmfelvcs, as it we.?, into the Ser- 
vice of their Country. 

. The Freedom of the Houfe of Commons depends fo 
much on the Freedom of EkBions^ that a Committee is 
always appointed for that Purpoic, at the Beginning of 
every Parliament ; and without fome Regulation of that 
Kind, the Houfe might be iiird with Members ille- 

fally return'd ; but this Provifion, like all others, is Ha- 
le to very great Abufes, and there have been lb many 
Contefls about the Right of Votings and the Conduft 
t£ returning Officer s^ that it affords a Pretence for a 

Multitude 
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Multitude of Petitions ; which puts it in the Power of 
a Minifter, who may gain an ablblute Afccndcncy in 
that Flaciy to nominate ^t fitting Members^ and tnere- 
by model the Houfe to his own Purpofes. 

Such Praftices as thefe have occafion'd great Com- 
plaints in former Times ; and, if We may give Cre- 
dit to fome Papers lately publifhMy or tne coniideDt 
Diicourfes of a certain Set of Men^ there fcems to be a 
Defign of reviving them at prcfent ; for We have been 
given to underftand that the Right oi bonourary Free- 
men is to be fet aiidc, wherever their Votes have 
fcrved the Country Party i particularly in the Bo- 
roughs of Sl Albai^^ Southampton and Northampton. 
At the fame Time* fbme nice Di(Un£lion, perhaps will 
be found out to eftablifti it in other Places^ where it 
hatli been made fubfervient to the oppofite Intereft ; cf^ 
pecially at Maiden and Liverpoole ; where it is noto- 
rious that the Returns have been abfblutely founded on 
the Votes of hcnourary Freemen^ made for that Pur- 
pofe. The Cafe of Liverpoole is particularly remark- 
able i there having been no leis than^;ir hundred of theft 
occi^onal Tools made within two or three Years pan, 
compofed of Cufiom-houfet Excife and Salt-Officersy mi- 
litary Gentlemen^ both by Sea and Land, unprrfer'd 
Clergmen^ and venal Dependents of vitry Sdt, ool- 
leded from all Parts of the Kingdom. 

This, I fay, is what the Creatures of Power have 
had the Infblerjce to threaten ; but I hope both ^ej 
and their Ma/ler will be deceived in their fond Imagi- 
nations, and that the Gentlemen ele^ed for the enfu- 
ing Parliament will not fuffer Themfelves to be made 
the Tools of any dejperate Minifler^ but form all thcif 
Reiblutions, both of'^a publick and private Natuic, by 
the Uri^efl Rules of Honour and JufUce. D. 
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O vtMMBi ChiUs ! J4m jam ferilura, fi Emflartm 




BHERE coiuotbe a more certain S^rmp- 
^ torn of ipproaching R'-jn to any Coan- 
E try, than the Maciielbttion of a general 
I Dilregard to publick Virtue. An open 
t Avowal of !uch Piinciples as tend to the 
Delbiiflion of Sociery, or a Contempt 
of thofe VirtoeS) which are its Strength and Ornament, 
U firfi nily firike m with Honor and Indignatiqn for 
the putknilar Pertbns, who betray fuch wretched Sen- 
doents. But when We refleft a little fanher, they fill 
niwith melancholy Apprehenlions ; becaufe they plain- 
ly piove ■ Degree of Corruption among ourfelvcs b^Ond 
wfcat We flioiJi at firft conceive, la a Country, where 
ihe Goveniment ij pure, and the Manners of the People 
tutainted, the Judgment of Mankind ever runs fo ftrong- 
ly to condemn theProfeflbrsofthefc bafe Opinions, that 
Thcj' dare not venture to produce them (o the World ; 
and as nothing but Honour and Prmciple ivill induce a 
Man to leave the falhionable Way of Thinking, to 
which lb many Advantages and Conveniencies are al- 
ways annex'J, it is evident that thofc Men, who are 
deftitute of both, muil be fenfible that They think with 
the Majariiy, before They openly declare their Senii- 

But when once llie Bulk of the People are thus vitia- 
ted, Uiere h no Milchief, however remote it may fcem 
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to lie from us, that is not a^lually at the Door ; and the 
Change from Liberty to Slavery, from Plenty to general 
Diflrefsy is often ib precipitate in Countries thus cor- 
rupted, that the fame Men, who have enjoyed the Bene- 
fits of the pureil Conftitution at the Beginning.Qf . their 
Lives, have lived not only to fee the IntrodudlioD, but 
to groan under the Burthen of the moil ieverc Ty- 
ranny. 

The Limitations of a Monarchy, the Regulations of 
a State, or what We call a valuable Conilitution, are 
juflly to be regarded and efleem*d ; but no otherwife 
than as they naturally produce a good Efledl upon the 
Minds of tne People, which are always influenced by 
the Government, under which They live. A good 
Confiitution is a downright Farce with a corrupted People, 
Every good Law made in it is pcr\'crted, or at leatt is 
never to be put in Execution ; and, in ihort, a Solan^ a 
Lycurguf, or a Mo/es, would never be able tp form a 
Government, fb as to render a People happy, unlefs their ' 
Minds v^'ere generally prepared to affift in the Admini- 
Uration of it. Though our Conftimtion therefore, mo- 
deird and limited as it is at prefent, may be juflly 
rank'd among the bcft, that the World has produced, 
it is flill no lufficicnt Security to us ; for the People are 
degenerated To far, that They are fcarce able, or willing 
to prefer ve it. 

I think I am fufficiently juilified in this Opinion, by 
the Numbers of Thofe, who continually harangue ia 
publick Companies, in order to depreciate Virtue, to 
banifh thofe glorious Principles from among us, which 
iiavc liitherto preferved us free, and to turn into Ridicule 
ail Tliofc, who rationally and nobly eipoufe the Cauie 
of Liberty. 

If an ambitious Prince, or a corrupt Miniltcr, fhould 
endeavour lo eilablilh an abfolute Authority in this 
Kingdom, the I'urcll and falcll Method He could purlue 
would be This of tainting the Minds and Manners of 
tlie Nation. The Confiitution, (That is, the outward 

I'o in 
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Form of it might be prelerved ; but the Eflence of it 
might be at the fame Time exhaufled» and tlie real Ad- 
vantages of it as totally defbx)y*d by thefe Means, as 
b^ the moft open Violence, and glaring A£b of Ty- 
nsmy. We ought not there^e always to fit contented. 
we iee DO manifeil Deviation fh>m the Letter of the 
Law, from the legal Limits of our Monarchy ; fox our 
finfiiieis is rather to fecure the real Benefits than' the no- 
minal Reftriftions of our Conflitution. 

The Forms of Liberty v^ere long preferved in the 
RtmoM Government* after the mofl intolerable Tyranny 
liad ufiirp'd its Seat ; and we are told that under 7?^^- 
rims, one of their mod execrable Emperors, the Free« 
dom of the People was fHll in outward Shew prefer- 
mi. The ^AM// was Hill employed in managing the 
Biifinefs of the Publick. Their Money wai, for many 
Ages after coinM, by their Authority, as the Marks up- 
on it teftify to this Hour ; and every other publick Afiair 
leceived their San6lion ; yet, at the fame Time, we 
know the mofl fhocking Barbarities were exercifed by 
the Emperors ; who, while their Aftions met with no 
fignificant Oppofition, were well fatis£ed that the 
People would ftill flatter themfclves with the empty 
Shew of Power. 

If Men would apply Tnemfelves more than They 
generally do to the reading of anticnt Hiflory, They 
would juftly be alarm'd at our prefent Circumftan- 
ces ; and I think, there is no Man, how prejudiced fo- 
cver, who would not be convinced, upii a careful Ex- 
amination into the particular State of the Roman Empire, 
under the Emperor, who has been lately mention'd, that 
the Condition of our own Country is too much like it at 
prefent. The Manners of the People were corrupted in 
the fame Proportion ; with this Difference, indeed, to 
our Advantage ; that We are reduced to luch a Condi- 
tion, under a worthy and gracious Princf, wlio c!i(- 
dains to ufe his Power; wJiile Th*v were unfortunatch* 
governed by One, who endeavour'd to incrcafc that 

Vol. XII. U Corruption. 
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Corruption, and made no Scruple to employ it fully to 
the Gratification of his own brutal Paffions, 

But what a miferable Change fhould We foon feel, 
if fomc fucceeding Prince fhould arife, with different 
Principles ? Or, not to carry the Point fo far, what 
would the Fate of this Nation be, if fome fccond 
SejanuSy ibme infamous Minifter of State, fhould be un- 
fortunately advanced ? Without fuppofing, in fuch a 
Cafe, the Concurrence of an evil Temper in the Prince^ 
a weak and eafy Difpofition would work the fame Ef- 
feft. Both of thefe might happen, and one of them 
from the natural VicifTitudc of Things may be ex- 
pedled. 

If a Minifter fhould be exalted here, with a Difpofition 
to mind nothing but the Increafe of his private Eortune, 
and confequently aim at nothing fo much as to continue 
Himfelf in his Employment, tho' the Means were ever 
fo flagitious ; without taxing Him with the other bad 
Qualities of that Roman Favourite, our Ruin would 
follow as certainly from Him, as it could from any 
other. If He fingly let about this Work, by playing 
our own Corruption upon us, by reducing all the Cor- 
porations into a venal Habit, by beflowing only upon 
i'uch as were qualified to cleft Members of Parliament 
the inferior Employments, and afterwards by confining 
the larger and more lucrative to the Parliament, thus 
chofen, and to fuch of its Members, as would accept 
them upon the bafc Tenure of doing all his Drudgery ; 
if This fhould ever happen, the Increafe of our Corrupti- 
on muft eafily be forcleen, and we may readily deter- 
mine that nothing could follow from it, but a total 
and voluntary ConcefEon of the publick Liberty to 
the very firft Prince, who fhould fhew a Defire for ir. 

I fhall not infinuate that any Miniftefy. now in Power 
among us. hath bctray'd a Difpofition of this Kind, 
or endeavoui'd to fupport his Adminifbarion by thefe 
deflruftive Mca'ures. • Such Animadverfions are more 
proper to be made by every M«u's private Refleftions 

than 
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than by a publick Pen. I mean only to fliew how 
dangerous and dcTperaie our CoRdiiion mull be, if Jucb 
M Genius flioujd ever arifc in this Kin^^dom. 

I think our Labours for the publick Service arc well 
julUfy'd by this fhcM-t State of our Cafe i and yet we 
.are daily treated as Promoters of Sedition, and publick 
LtccndiarieSy for endeavouring to ftcm the Torrent of 
that general Corruption, which every Man of all Par- 
ties acknowledges in private Converfation. Surely We 
may venture to give our Senfe of the dangerous Con- 
fcquences of an Evil, which has proved fatal to every 
Country, that has been yet invadeJ by it; and, inThif, 
we a6l with the fami Zeal to the Frincc and to the 
People \ for however vvcak Men have been flattered 
with die Tempraiions of abfoKire Aui honey, it is e- 
qually dangerous to the Pcnonj, wliC p cileis it, %s to 
Thole, who feel- its Burthen. 

When We expofe to the People the ill Efiecls, that 
muft refult from a mcrcetiaty Choice of their Rtprejcn- 
Mives, We are pointed out as enJ;eavouring lo dcitroy 
in Them all Revejcncc for Parliamer.ti ; and They 
are told that by ihcfe Means we manifeilly difcover an 
Intention to undermine the very Fundamentals of the 
"Conllitution. When Wc argue againlt Corruption, and 
again ft a minijierial Depcn dance, we are fet forth as 
Men intending todeiboy iYiq Prerogative of the Crown, 
When we bring Inilances of arbitrary Power, and the 
fevercft Tyranny introduced by Methods of Govern- 
ment, which have commonly been preceded by fome 
of the Circumllanccs we unhappily labour under at 
prefent, then We arc treated as Men aiming to def- 
troy Monarchy, and pave the Way to a Republican 
Conflitution ; or, perhaps, with the ufual Conliikncy, 
which we meet with in the Writings and Difcourfes of 
our Adverfarics, pronounced to be, in the fame Breath, 
fecret Abettors of the Pretender's Caufc. 

But we fhall dill purfue our Purpoie, without any 
Regard to thc/e mercenary Tools of Power, who on their 

U 2 Side 
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Side will nevtr carry any other Point than That, which 
is probably the only real one They have in View ; I 
mean the filthy Hire, for which They babble. We 
refer our Anions and Conduft to the Judgment of the ■ 
Piiblick ; before which Tribunal, neither They, nor 
their Mafter, will ever care to trull Themfelves. We 
leave it there to be determined, who bcft ferves the 
Pretender ; They, who endeavour to raife a juft Senfe 
of Liberty and Virtue in the Publick ; They, who ex- 
ert all their Endeavours to fix thofe Sentiments, which 
muil naturally produce Plenty, Happinefs and Quiet 
in the State ; or Thole, who would inlinuate fuch 
Principle?, as muft deftroy the Proi'perity and Freedom 
of the People, upon which it is plain to a Dcmon- 
fiiation that the Quiet of the Nation docs depend ; for 
it is not to be expefled, ( I am furc it is not to be 
hoped ) that fo brave a People would tamely part with 
thefe invaluable Bleflings ; and, in fuch a Conteft, if 
in any, that Ptrfon can only hope for Succefs; 

Who take the moll probable Methods to introduce a 
Republican Government /* Art They the Men, who de- 
clare againft every Innovation ? Thev, who eternally 
argue in Defence of the antient Conjlitution^ and diredl 
their Labours to no other End than to prcferve it in 
its Purity ? Or rather are not Thofe the greateft Ene- 
mies to Monarchy^ who would fupport it by Corrup- 
tion, and by thole Means, which every difcerning Man 
mull plainly fee would quickly render it abfolutc ? I 
know no one {o much a Republican, as not to be con- 
tented with a Liber4y, fecured, protedled and main- 
tained, as it may be, by our monarchical ConftitutiGn^ 
limited as it is, and prelerved in Chaflity. But then, 
I know few fo little dilpofed to the CommonweaKb 
TriKc:ple, as not to prefer that Kmd of Goverimient 
to ahfolute Power, He therefore, who aims at more 
than is confillcnt with Liberty in this Kingdom, for- 
ces the Modetty of the People, and will drive Them 

fiom 
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flom a Principle of felf-Prefervation to efpoufe tho/e O- 
pinions, which nothing elfe can even difpofe Them to 
entertain. 

The (kme may be faid of the Prerogatwe of the 
Cnwn. The Prerogative, as far as it is confiftcnt with 
that Liberty, which I muft beg Leave to call the grand 
Fundamental of this Conflitution, is as dear to every 
Man as his private Property ; becaufe his private Pro- 
pcrty depends upon the Conftituiion, of which That 
4l(b is a rart. But if thefe Tray tors to the Prince and 
Country ihould endeavour to raife the Power of the 
Cr0ton by artful Means and Ways, unthought of by 
oar Anceflors, and confequcntly not guarded againfl by 
Them, I ihould be glad to be inform'd how Juch a 
Power once attained could be diminiihM, but by a Di- 
minution of the Prerogative', and I would ask, in 
luch a Cafe, in fuch a Conteft between Liberty and 
Prerogative, what Man would fcruple to pare the on$^ 
before he would fubmit to lofe the other? 

To perfuade the People that wc endeavour to de- 
fboy their Veneration for Parliaments, is an Infinu- 
ation as weak as the Attempt would be vain. They 
are univerfally fenfible that Liberty can never be pre- 
ierved but by a Rtprefentative from among Tbefnfehes ; 
and tho' their Indignation and Apprehenfions might 
naturally lead I'hcm to fpurn at fuch a one as may be 
hereafter made, by Treafury Mandates, and a Conge 
£ Elirefrom a corrupt Miniftcr ; though They might, 
and certainly would, refufe to acknowledge xhzMimick 
onh of a real Parliament ; an Ailembly, com po fed of 
t\\i Dregs of the Peoplty the mean Tools of Power, the 
CJerh \f Offices, and the Collegers of the publiek 
Taxes; an'-l triough They would certainly grumble to 
fee their Properties difpofed of by Thofe, who had 
none of their own ; yet their Rexntmcnt againfl fuch 
a mercniany Pack would only aim to overturn that par- 
ticular PoVi er ; af*d They w^uld then immediatelv le 

U 3 ' ioi 
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fort to fuch Meafuresas would fecure a hcc and un- 
biafs'd Eledlion of a /egai Parliament ; without which 
this Kingdom, I may venture to affirm, will never long 
bear to be govem'd. This is the Reprefentatim Wc al- 
ways recommend, and one, in which the Natioi will 
confide.— —But if any Thing could deftroy the Re- 
verence due to Parliamentary Juri(di6tion, the arruft 
Influence contended for by thefe Wretches' would ef^ 
left it. 

We (hall confume no move of our Time in Afiimad- 
veriions upon the Infiimy of thefe Men, They are no 
farther worth our Notice, than as their Numbo-a teftify 
the Depravity of the Times. We ought therefore to m 
more alarm*a than we generally arc. We ought every 
one of usy who have not bowM our Knees to Baal^ w)k> 
have not been yet infedled, to endeavour in our difie- 
rent Capacities to ftem the Torrent, now breaking in 
upon us. Some may, by the Stations They are placed 
in, be able to be more cminendy ferviccable by a vir- 
tuous Example. Others may have Opportunities and 
Talents to pcrfuade, or confirm their Fellow-Subjefts 
\\\ the noble Principles of publkk Virtue, But the 
meancft of us all hath it in his Power to preferve me 
Man ; nor can any private Neceffity juftify a Crime a- 
gainil the Publick ; for we ought all to underfiand that 
the mod importart Duty and Buflnefs of our Lives is 
to promote the general Welfare of Mankind. J(. 
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S H E N I comphin'd of r gnitriil Cfrrt^- 
^ Wmt, in my bit Psper, the Inve£live was 
I ^tnly levell'd t^mft the meuiefl of the 
f popnkce, whofe viciou* Habiti ezpole 
I lliein toCtrmptien, and fame Others hi 
' a much higher Sphere, who have brought, 
llianfelves nnder the Netwffity of fubfi!*jng upon that 
■wrrHbtJ EnptJienl ; for I hid before acknowledged 
dat die middling Sort of People hsd prcferved Thent' 
ftlrea nntunted, as appears by the Ciaii} EleSim! ; ard 
I nuf add thofe of the gnat Ciiies, and rich iraiing 
Cwftraiims, who have generally exerted Themfelvea 
in the Caufeof Li^/'fj, and co-opetated with the in- 
dependent Part of their Counlryraen in the Choice of a 
fiu Parliament. 

In my fbrmei Paper upon this Siibjeft, I took .parti- 
cular Notice of the Kenlip EleBkn, which was carry'd 
byfoch a Majority »% was never known in the Memory 
of Man, againft the Weight of the T>iieks, CinqatPtrts 
and ttber Infiutme, ecchjiaftieal, dt'i/' and mi/it/try, 
which haih ufually lum'd the Ballance there, on the 
Side of the Caurt. 

Nor hath this Spirit difcovcr'd itfclf in iheCfmty 
only, but likewife in Im if the ruheft and fic/JI Cor- 
faralisni ; I mean the City of Cmiterl/ur-i. and the Bo- 
TODgh of AJi/i!y?««, who have each of Thcni rc'uni'd 
two Members in the Comitry Intereft, though the Chnrtb 
hath a very great Influence mo^f of ihem,and Chaiham 
Heck in the siher. The fame Diipofition tnsiiireftoJ it- 
fclf in the City of Richrfter, upon feveral Ocrafions ; 
but their Dependence b fowell known, crpecially under 
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our prefent Circumftances, that nobody can wonder to 
fee the other Inter eft prevail. 

I fhall fay nothing o^New Romney^ which is certainly 
the moft independent of all the Cinque Ports, till the 
Difpute about the Eleftion of a Mayor ^ the Right of 
feveral Voters, and confequcntly the Legality of the 
Return, are determined by the proper Judges. All the 
other Boroughs in Kent are under fuch notorious In- 
fluence, that they do not require any Animadverfion. 

I cannot quit this County^ without lameuting the Lofs 
of that * no6/e Patriot, who hath been lately fnatch'd 
from us* juft after He had received the higheft Honour, 
which his Country could beftow. upon Him, in full 
Confidence frgm his former Conduft that He would 
have continued to exert the moft upright and publick- 
fpirited Zeal, in Defence of our antient Conftitution. 
— But We hope this great Lois to the Publick will 
be repaired, as far as fuch Lofles will admit of Repara- 
tion, by that f worthy Gentleman, who hath been late^ 
]y nominated as a Candidate to fucceed Him in Parlia- 
ment, and whofe excellent Charadler hath engaged the 
Affections of his Countrymen fo warmly in hi5 Intereli, 
-that it is generally thought He will be chofen without 
any Oppofition. 

The Eleftion for the County of Southampton, where 
the fame Kind of Influence prevails to a very great De- 
gree, is another Inftance of the Sen/e of the People ; for 
even fuppofmg our Accounts of that Eleftion, in the 
publick Prints, to be juft, one of the Candidates in the 
Country Intereft carry 'd it by a great Majority, and the 
other loft it only by two Votes ; which is fo far from 
being any Defeat, that, confidering the vaft' Advantages 
on the other Side, it may be certainly reckoned fomc- 
thing more than a drawn Batde. 

But 

I * The Lord Vane. 

f Sir Chriftophcr Powel, 
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But the good People of Norfolk afibrd us the 
moft remarkable Example of a publick Spirit, and have 
for ever diftinguilhM Themfdves in our Annals by their 
glorioas Oppofition to all the Arts, which could poili- 
hfy be cmployM to corrupt, or divert Them from the 
true Intereft and Service of their Country. Indeed, 
when I confider not only the natural and adventitious 
Influence, which a certain Gentleman mull have ac- 
quired in that County by a long Monopoly of Power, 
bit even his perfbnal Prefence, and that Multitude of 
£mi£iirie9, whom He difpatch'd to all Parts of the 
Coonty, with the moft prevailing Arguments ; I am at 
t Lois to think how a Caufe fo well fupported could 
poffibly foil, in this Age. It is certainly a very melan- 
choly Circumftance for the poor Ge7tticmuni and I can 
fcarce help pitying Him, in Spight of my Country ; 
for I am (omewhat of Mrs. Peachum's Opinion, that it 
is a moving ^if^ to fee a Great Man inDiftrefs, 
I am fenfible that his pious Advocates may quote Scrip- 
ture in his Behalf, and alledge that a Prophet is with- 
put Honour in his own Country, arid among his 
own Kin. But when a Man hath no Honour in any 
Country f He cannot Lift long j and This feems to be 
the Gife of our political Prophet ; for if from the North 
We travel Wejiward, his Afeirs will appear in a much 
worfe Plight ; all the Counties in that Part of the King- 
dom having chofen their Reprefentatives on the popular 
hfereft, without any Oppofition, or Struggle, on the 
Mer Side, 

It hath been already obferved that moft of the rich, 
trading Cities and Corporations, where there is the leaft 
Degree of Independency, have difcover*d the fame ma- 
lignant Difpofition, and prefer'd the general Intereft of 
the Nation to That of one private Man. But fmce I 
am now got into the fVefi of England, the City of 
Briflol defcrves particular Mention ; for as it is, without 
Difpute, the grcateft trading City in the whole King- 
dom, nexw to London, fo ic hathfoilow'd her Exam- 
ple 
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pie in the Choice of her Reprcfentathcsy againft all the 
corrupt Applications oi Power and Money. By this glo- 
rious A6lion, the Citis^ens have eitprelVd a juft and 
grateful Senfc of their late Deliverance^ and in titled 
Themfelves to the future Regard of Parliament, if any 
ftich dcftrudive Projeft againft their Trade and Liber- 
ties fhould ever be attempted again. 

But the Cornijh EleElions are a convincing and even 
demonilrative Proof of what We have advanced, con- 
cerning the ^enfe of the People ; for though Cornwal is 
in a Manner over-run with Borough-Towns , and a great 
Majority of Them are abfolutely under Dependence ; 
yet it is plain that Thty have no Influence on the Body 
of the People ; fince the fame Perfom^ who afTume a 
Jort of di<^latorial Power ever the Ccrpotaticns, have not 
fo much as attempted, or propofcd, to let up any of 
tlitir Creatures for Reprefentatives of the County, 

Methinks, there is fomething very ridiculous, as well 
?s unwarrantable, in the Circumftanccs and Manage- 
ment of thfj'e Boroughs j They are generally treated 
like IdeotSy or Lunaticks, who are not capable of chu- 
fmg their own Guardians^ and therefore are deliver'd 
over to the Care oi^om'^ Relation ^ or Neighbour, who 
undertakes their Affairs, and is fure of having his Pro- 
ceedings r^tify'd above, without their Approbation, or 
Conicnt. From hence it often comes to pais that the 
Reprejcntatives and the Reprefented arc utter Strangers 
to each other ; and I fliould not be in the leaft furprized 
to fee a warm Contention in Parliament about die late 
Eledions for (bme o^ thefe Botoughs, which never &w, 
or were feen by any one of the Petitioner s^ or the ft ting 
Members, Nay, I have been told that Ibme of the 
chief Inn-keepers in thefe Boroughs have not been able 
to iatisfy the Curiofity of their Guefts who their Mem- 
bers were ; and that their Members have been equally 
at a Lofs in Town to anfwer to the Names .of their 
Boroughs^ when They have beca call'd over ia Ae 
Houle. 

There 
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There muft be Ibme extraordinary Magnetick to 
draw the Aflfedlions of People at fuch a Dillance, and 
make Them ftick fo clofe to Men, whom They never 
^w, or heard of before. Some Perfons affirm that tbis 
N^ftruiH is compofed of a yellow Kind of Earth, which 
39 ibund in great Quantities, at theie Seaibns, on a cer- 
tain Hill in Cornwall call'd the Mount of Corruption. 
Others are of Opinion, that the Mafler of the Mounts 
who is certainly a very great Adept in the occult Sci- 
ences, hath dilcover'd the Philofipher^s Stone, and can 
turn every Thing He touches into Gold ; it being com- 
puted that, in fome Years, He fpends at leaft twenty 
Times the Intome of his Eftate, and yet was never 
known to want Money, upon thefe Occaiions. But, 
fiir my Part, I verily believe that He a6b only by Com- 
mffioHt and hath Credit given Him for every Thing 
He does. 

' There is a remarkable Cafe in Coke\ InftituteSy which 
djcferves the Oblervation of the Publick, at this Time. 
" ^omas Long gave the Mayor of Weftbury 4 /. to 
" be elefted Burgefs, who thereupon was eledcd. This 
" Matter was examined and adjudged in the Houfe of 
** Commons, fecundum Legem i^ Confuetudinem Par- 
•* Hamentiy and the Mayor fined and imprifon'd, and 
•* Long removed; for this corrupt Dealings fays Sir 
" Edtoark Coke, was to poifon /^^^ Fountain itjelf. — 
Cbnp. I. Infi. 4. 

From this Caie it appears that the Pra£lice of cor- 
rupting Boroughs is not intirely modem ; and We read 
of a Set of ProjeSIors, in the Reign of King James 
the I ft, who undertook to model the Houfe of Com- 
mons to the King^s Purpofes ; from whence They gain*d 
the Name of Undertakers, But as the former Attempt 
was punifh'd in an exemplary Manner, fo ihe latter 
was defeated ; and though fuch Pradlices of poijonirig 
the Fountain have been wonderfully improved fmce that 
Time, they were never infifted on 'till very lately as 
any Proof of the Senfe of the People. 

Nothing 
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Nothing is more common at prelent than to hear 
one Corporation call'd a Courf- Borough, another a 
Treafui-y-Borougt, a third an Admiralty-Borough , a fourth 
a Poft-Office Borcugby and fo of many more ; becaufe 
They depend on thefe Offices, and are often obliged 
to chul'e I'uch Refrefentatives as are nominated to 
Them. Thb is undertaking with a Witnefe, and can- 
toning out the Boroughs of England amongft C$urt Fa^ 
vourites. It gives us a very fbong Idea of the Power 
of a Minifler't but is far aom being any Proof of the 
Senfe of the People, 

I fhall conclude this Paper with a very extraordi- 
nary Letter, which I am inform^ hath been ient to all 
the Poflmafters in the Kingdom, during the late £- 
Icdlions. 



«« 



SIR, 

IDeiire you'll fend me a particular Account of your 
Elcflion, when it comes on ; and if theie be 
•* any Oppofition and a Poll, pray advife by every 
** Poll bGZo it goes ; and when the Return is made, 
«* inform me botv the Parties ftand affeSed, and where 
" their Places of Rejidence are, if They are mto Mem- 
** bers. Your punftual Complyance with This will 
*' greatly oblige 

General Poft-Office, Tour humble Servant, 

April 18, 1734. 
p. S. If there be any Boroughs in your Knowledge 
#r Delivery J pray procure me Accounts thereof as above 
I fhall make no Comments on this Letter, which fu' 
f.cicntly explains itfelf, and (hews the unwearied Ej 
dcavours o^ fome Gentlemen to prefcrvc the Fr^^^^w 
Parliament. Dm 



*l» 
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Prttraberi in hi^Hm muha iammfa Fapytv 
OtgmiiU Rix4ler, difian Siii in emiiius idem. 
AucTio Daviiiana. 

5 E P O R E the Choice of a new ParlU- 

the mimfteriitl T>fHigf! 

I thought '/hemfrlves lb fure of thiir 

• Game, that They began to fing 7e Deuni 

* upon i[, and inluk ui wuh (he Lofs of 
our Pefularity. Nay, even when the 

Eleftitxu were above half over, good Mrs. Osborne and 
fiime of her ingenioas Aflbciites in the Ceurant had 
the Modefty to boaft of their Succels, and tliaf the Re ■ 
tama then made weie fufficieni to detcnnine the Senj'e 
iftbtPesple on their Side. But as foon as this Point 
ome under Eramination, and it appear'd that above 
three Parts in four of the Coualif!, and moll of the rich, 
iititptndent Cirferaiims had declared in the flrongcil 
Teimsagainft Them, by the Choice of tiisii Repr^en- 
tMiivif, They immediately turn'd the Tables upon us, 
ana began to depreciate the Affeftions of the People, 
which They had in vain attempted to conciliate to 
Themfelves. All their late Pjpcrs have therelbte run 
in the pcniteniial Strain, with a plentiful Mixture of 
Panegyriek on thcit Patran, and Satire upon hij Op- 
ftfirt. 

1 have hitherto pi's'd over thcfe inconfiftent Rhapfo- 
dies, without any particular Remarks ; but the Frer- 

VoL. XII. X Btilm 
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Briton oiTburfiay the 6th Inftant is fo curious and ex- 
traordinary a Piece, that I cannot entertain my Readers 
better this Week than with a fhort Comment upon it. 
I am fure it will prove a very diverting Subjcft, and 
perhaps not altogether void of Inftruftion. 

The moiieft Efquire^ who Ihines at the Head of that 
Paper, begins with a laboured InvedUve againft Fopu- 
larityy which He hath embellifhM with all thoie Com- 
mon-place Flowers of Rhetorick, that are to be found in 
Plays, Poems, and Declamations. It is, in his Lan- 
guage, the Fo9d of vain Ambition ; the Snare of Senfi 
and, Honefty ; the Breath of giddy Muititudes, which 
neither Wifdom nor Science can always obtain^ nor 
Wealth with all its ^reafures fur chafe' with any Secu- 
rity^ nor Truth and Integrity allure^ its Attachments /» 
nemfehest however deferving above all others. As it 
proceeds from, fo it depends g::, the great promifcuous 
Heap of Mankind, where the Brave are mingled with 
the Bafe, the Difceming with the Weak and Fooliih ; 
where fJumberst without any Senfe, or Property, gwg 
Law to the wifeft Underftandings, and to the largeft /Jr- 
fi/;?^;.— -He runs on, with his .ufual Glibnefs, in the 
fame loofe, undiftinguifhing Gibberifh, which is neither 
true nor falie, without fome Application, and may be 
properly call'd a pretty, dijguifed Way of faying nothing. 
All I can collet from it is, that Mr. Walfingham is \txy 
angry with the People of England for their Condudl at 
the late Elcdions ; by which They have given the 
World a convincing Proof that Wealth with all its 
^freajures cannot purchafe Popularity ; and that any 
Man, who relies upon that Support alone, may happen 
to./ind Himfclf fatally diiappointcd. Had tne County 
Ele^ions run in Favour of Mr. Waljingkam'*$ Friends, 
that old Whig-Maxim, Vox Populi eft cca? D^/, would 
have certainly been rung in our Ears, as a publick A- 
vowal of their Caufe ; but fmce the Body of the Na- 
tion have been fo unduiiful as to take the other SiJc^ the 
Vi/ce of the People fmks into vulgar Breathy which no- 
thing 
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iung but vi/e Arts can ever captivate ; and the People 
Themfelves are treated very cavalierly as a vidous and 
diffilute Multitude^ a hud^ dtforderlj Rabble, tvitbout 
ary Senfe or Property, Now 1 can eafily comprehend 
hoiv Want of Senfe may be imputed to Thofe, who 
have the Hardinefs to fly in the Face of Wealth with 
ail its Treafures ; but that a vaft Majority of the Britijb 
freeholders fhould have no Proterty, is to Me a litde 
fliyfterious. Perhaps, Mr. Waljtngham might difign to 
iniinuate that all the Property of England is confined 
to the Cinjae-Porfs and Cornijh Boroughs. 

The next Thing remarkable, in this fine Piece of 
Cafuiftry, is the Charafter o^^omQ great and good Man^ 
who hath been lately degraded, and ftript of all Preten- 
ces to Popuhrity. It is, indeed, inch a Maftcrpiece of 
Drawmg, that I cannot do the Artift Judice, without 
quoting his own Words. 

•• That Man, fays He, who hath been the Father 
•* tf the People^ and Guardian of their Happinefs ; 
" whofe Cares have comprehended the Intereiis of all, 
** and who hath lived a puBiTck Sencnt ro the Commu- 
** nity under bis Care ; whole humane and compaffio- 
" Date Bread hath been open to every Man, with Ca- 
*• pacity to oblige the moft confiderable, and Condc- 
•' Icention to the very meaneft ; whofe Integrity hath 
** been as mnch above Suspicion, as his Behaviour free 
*• from Pride, or his Hands from having been employed 
•• in any Work of Oppreffion j who hath neither tear'd 
•* Enemies, nor provoked Them ; who hath been difm- 
•• terefted in his Friendfliips and good Offices ; equal to 
** anyTruft, and fupcrior to all Temptations ; I'hat 

Man may be rejeffed by the People, but ncverthe- 

lefs toill rife fuperior /^ Po pu l a r i t y . They may 

lofe their greateft Ornament and BenefaSlory by their 
*• Ingratitude ; but He can never loie the Charafter 

of having been their injured Father, and their abit- 

fed Friend. 



« 
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Mr. Walfingham alludes to this great Perfonage^ as 
well as the cruel Ufage, which He hath lately received 
from the People, in feveral Parts of the fame Paper. 
In one Place, He is caird the perfeSi Cbaraifer itfelfi 
in another, the moft valuable of Mankind % and in a 
third, the moft amiable and ufeful Man of any in the 
World \ but, at the fame Time, We are left fomewhat 
in the Dark for whom this ferfeB CbaraSler is defign'd. 
There is certainly but one Perfon in England, who can 
with any Propriety, or Decency, be ilylcd Father of 
the People, and Guardian of our Happinefi. Thefc Ap- 
pellations have been always appropriated to the Sove^ 
reign, and thought incommunicable to any Subjedl ; but 
I am fo well acquainted with Mr. Walftngbam^s excel- 
lent Talent at Panegyrick, who hath often level*d Ma- 
jejiy upon ihefe Occalions, and made feveral Improve- 
ments on Wolfe fs mod eft Style, that I am almoft confi- 
dent his Patron fate for this beautiful Piftwc. It b 
well known that He hath long enjoy 'd the Title of 
Pri Keeps Senatus, and haih often had }h& faered Oil 
Ortur'd upon his Hc^d ; ib ihar ftlrho**"** "•» •^— — r 

le able to prove Himfelf the Father of the People^ by 
anv Marks of natural AfFcftion towards Them, and it 
may be conftrued High Treafon to call him our Fathers 
in-law i yet I apprehend that He may be properly 
enough denominated the Step-Father of the People i or 
fuch a Kind oF Parent as Saturn was of old, who is laid 
to have devoured his own Children ; and perhaps This 
may be the Realon for putting us fo often in mind of 
that famous Hemiftich, redeunt Saturnia RegMS i That 
i , in Mother Oshcme and Mr. Walfinghati^t Englifh, 
We are the happieft People on the Face of the Eartk, 
and enjoy all the Liberty human Nature is eapaklerf^ 

This Point being ihereibre fettled, that Mr. Wal- 
siNGHAM'a Patron is the Father of the People^ and 
Guardian of their Happinefs, it will be cafy to reconcile 
the reft of the Charader to that anointid Min0eri 
whofe Integrity hath certainly been as much above Sus- 

ricioNji 
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VICI0N9 if/ bis Behaviour free from Prjpe, or b*' 
Bmub from having been emfMd in any H^rk of Op • 

PUBsiiON. The Torage-dontraB^ the Bank-Con- 

troBf tnd ArmyDeknturesy ( amongft a thoufand other 
Inftinces, which might be produced ) are undoubted 
Teftimoflies of the firft ; as his Modefty in refuting 
Bemnrs is a Ptoof of'tiitfecond ; and whoever confi- 
dcn the true Nature and Tendency of the late Exdje^ 
Seheme, will purge Him from any Imputation of the 
tinrJ. ->— Nobody can charge Him with having either 
fkar'd Enemies, or provoked Them, by making Ufe of 
his Power to gratify his perfonal RefentmentSt and turn- 
ing Gentlemen, of the mod unqueftionable Abilities and 
Afiedlion to his Majeily» out of their Employments^ 
becaafe They thought it their Duty to oppoie ibme of 
Ids Meafures. — That he hath been dtfinterefted in his 
Friendflbips and good Offices, appears from his Gratitude 
to nofe, who affifted Him m the Time of Diftrefe, 
and contributed to his prefent Elevation. — The pro- 
dent and happy Condudl of A^rs» both at home and 
■fasoody for feveral Years pall, is fufficient to prove 
iGm equal to any T'ruft ; and his moderate Acquintion^ 
demonftrate his Superiority to all Temptations. Yet cverf 
.Body knows that this great, this good, this wife Man 
bath teen lately rejected by the People, almoft with a 
gjcneral Voice, and that They are now in Danger of 
1^1^ their greateft Ornament and Benefatlor by their 
Jb^atitude ; but his worthy Advocate comforts us with 
anAflurance, that //i? will never thelefs rije fupertor to 
ppj^uLARiTY. I mull confcfs, this Paifage puzzles 
ine'the moll of any in the whole Chara6ler ; and if I 
'^^ not very well apprized of Mr. Walfingham^s Sin- 
cerity, I fhould be apt to think that He intended to 
turn our Eyes towards Temple- Bar, where I have (cea 
Siany a Man raife his Head fuperior to Popularity ; but 
his Attachments are fo well known, that He could not 
be guilty of fo bafe a Defign, and only meant that this 
injured Father and abufed Friend of the People was re- 

X 3 fblved 
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folved to Ipurn fuch an ungrateful Rabble under his 
Feet, and defy Them to do their worft. 

Having chaftifed the ^^^ »/ the People^ in this pub- 
lick Manner, He proceeds to their headers^ whom He 
terms the Minions rfPopularityj and compares Them to 
Dictators taken /rem the Plet^h » alluding, I iuppoie, 
to thofe Ceuntry Gentlemen, whom the People have 
lately chofen to repreicnt Them in Parliament. But as 
the Roman DiBaters were not taken from the Phugb^ 
meerly upon that Account, but becauie They were 
known to be Men of great Ahility and Integrity ; fo if 
oar ruftick DiStaters Sx>uld imitate their Example in 
tbefe Refpe£is, as They infinitely furpafs Them in Point 
oi Property, We ihall have no Reaibn to complaia c^ 
their Plebeian ExtrifSion, nor like Them ever the worfe, 
becaufe They happenM not to be brought up at Ceur^y 
or in Exthange- Alley, 

Mr. Walfingham goes on with his Alluiions^ and tells 
us that VULGAR. Pebbles (meaning thefe ruralDiHee- 
ters again) have the Price ^Gbms in feme Eyesi That 
iSf as He is pleafed to explain it, in the Eyes of Feels 
uud Country Bumpkins ; for Thofe, who have had the 
Happinefs of a Ceurt Education, are too well acquain- 
ted with the Di^rence, to be impoied upon in this Man- 
ner. For my Part, I have always look d upon Squire 
Walfingham himfelf as a precious Gem, which was acd- 
dentaUy pick*d up amongfl vulgar Pebbles, and had the 
Honour to be duck in the Cap of his Patron. 

We are next entertain'd with a fevere Piece of Satire 
on fome particular Per/ons, who have received great 
Obligations, it feems, from his minifterial Majeftyi and 
yet have lately been fo ungrateful as to join with the 
People againft Him . This PafTage likewiie is fo curious, 
tliai J muft beg Leave to quote it, 

•* Generofity of Mind and Goodnefs of Heart, fays 
** our exqulfite MoraM, feel fo much Pleafure in the 
•' Gratitude of Thofe, whom They oblige, that per-< 
^ htips it would be more than human Nature can ad- 

" mit 
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** mit ofy to be indifibent and unmored, when The/e 
** «re frlfe, or mmtefbl- To fee Numkers, who ate 
*• i]|dd)ted to us Tor the greateft Benefits, declaring a- 
M glinft US with the moft unnatural Anbnofity s a^d 
*• efen M»v, profefling Friendship and coveting our 
•• OoAfidence, making all poffible, felHih Advantages 
«• of qs on one Side, and doing all poffiblc Mifchief to 
M us on the other ; pretending a Dcfiie to ferve us, onKr 
*• duit They may be in a Capacity to hurt us; any fuch 
^ Inftuces of bkck Ingratitude, or of bafe Infincc- 
" rhy, moft doubtle^ difturb Him, whom Thejr have 
" iDJand. 

I wiih Mr. Waifii^bam had thought fit to point out 
^fi fatfidious Monfters^ that We might know where to 
4ac QW Indignation and Contempt ; ^r as Qratitude is 
Aft moft amiable of all Virtues, fb the Breach of it is 
nadoubtedly the blacked of all Vices \ efpecially, when 
it ftppeart againft Men in Power ; who, being the Dili 
eenim of Honours and Rewards, are a Sort oi national 
Mintfk&^rs^ and every Boon They beftow, in their put^ 
Bck Capacity^ ought certainly to be look'd upon as a 
fritNOe Largefs. Nothing therefore can be more ba/e 
and nngrateful in any Man, who hath once received 
• Ftvoor fiom his Prinee, or his Country ^ than to turn 
apunft die Minifter, through whofe Hands it happen'd 
topa^, and plead Confciencty or Dar/^, in Oppofition 
to mch a perfrnal Qbt^atien, For this Reafbn, I have 
often thought that dealing with Minifiers of State is 
lomewhat like contradling with another Gentleman in 
great Power; hi if You take but a Shilling from Them, 
or by their Mean?, You muft expeft to be treated like 
their Bond-Slave forever. 

,The learned Author of this noble Harfrngue concludes 
with a publick and explicit ConfefEon tliat the general 
Senfe of the People is againft Him ; for He tells us, 
without any Difguire, that it is not the Lofs of a 
SINGLE Contest, which is to be conJider'J as the 

real 



A4B 7U Craftsman. N'*4i£.- 

real Grievancf. Tbt ExampU ii efa oehibal Na- 
TUitt. Such > DedxAoon as This mnft be rare 

News to the popular Rabble, as well u their Minhm j 
and, confidering from what Hands it comes, will put 
Them no Doubt into very good Humour. I believe, 
indeed, tliat the late Elections have fufficicotly moi- 
ixiy'i o-it political Daddj, inA ihitHehath bat «na 
Jrtijiet left to fuppoic Htmlelf in his Guariiimpip over 
us, which He will certainly put in Praftice, unlela 
prevented by the timely Vigour and Integrity of our 
mvi Riprejtntativis. D. 




N''4i& Satdrday, June aa, 1734' 



k Congratulate the Publick on Mrs. Oj- 
■ borne's Rettim from the Narfalk E- 
' leHiini to her Poft in the LnJ«B yeur- 
) nah, where She made her Appexrance 
j again, or Saturday lift, after feveral 
Weeks Abfcnee, and undertook the So- 
lution of that knotty Problem, zobetber tie Sekse op 
THE People it teith ibi Ministry, or again/ 
Than. Our polHieai Grandmitber makes ao Scruple to 
determine this QueAion in the Affirmative, and feems 
to cad an oblique Keflcflion on her Brother Ifalfiug- 
bam, who gave it up to ui the Week before. For this 
Purpofc, She begins with anerting that the FriebtUtrs 
ef England (whom She calls a Parctlof ^a/j'i^f, nun- 
tn ftlhivi} are ahnoft as igmtaat ef all pttitical 
Kr.evihdge, ai the Beasts Tbej ride en; aaJ tbat 
tbiir SEVERAL Lbadeii) are net macb aiavi Tbem i 
meaning the CouNrRY Gehtlemin and Clbkcy- 
u EN, M She explains Herfelf imraediatelv afier. Hi- 
viiig laid down ihii meiefi Peflulalum, ^ conclude.-:, 
with 



with licr ttfiial^ logical Ezatlnds, that Tbofr, toh have 
MO Sens S OF NATIONAL Apfaii.s» Mmi^ be /aid 
t§ exprifi the Sbmsb of the Nation. She then 
pfOQoeds to acquaint lu^vhexe the Senfe of the People 
really lies ; That is, amongft the Citizens and Burgef- 
JeSt whfi Numbers are as great in moft Counties^ as 
the Freeholders themfelvesy and their political Know- 
lad^ much greater. Now, fuppofing Tliis to be true, 
it ought likewise to be coniidcrM tvhicb of the Two are 
moft FREE and independent ; for without Jnde- 
fendantft it is impoflible to know the Senfe of the Peo- 
ple^ whatever their Ntunhers^ or Wealthy or Knowledge 
jnay be ; and I believe Dame Oiheme will not pretend 
to iky that the Voters for Boroughs are, generally fpeak- 
ingy altogether iofree and independent as the Electors 
fir Counties, Belides, the good old Lad^ feems to for- 
est that the Country Party have already claimM the 
Mijoriw of Cities and great trading Towns, as well as 
flf the Co^ntief, to Them&lves ; particularly Lendan 
and ^iflol^ which, for Number s^ trade and Profertf^ 
C fey rcrhiag of their political Knowledge^ muft be al- 
lowed fuperior to all the trading Towns and Cities ia 
Et^land ; not excepting even Norwich itfelf, which 
Mn. Osborne feems to mention with more than ordi- 
wutw Triumph; though when that EkStion is confi- 
derd in its true Light, it refle£ls as much Di (honour 
on ha Patron, as any one in the whole Kingdom. 
Ndther will the Members for ali the Counties, and 
great trading Towns, properly fo caird, conllitute a 
Majority of the Houfe of Commons i and therefore We 
HHW colled the Senfe of the People, according to this 
Way of Reafoning, from the little , beggarly Boroughs 
on the Sea-Coails, and in two or three inland Coun- 
ties, whoie Circumftances render Them dependent on 
Nlinifters, and put it in their Power to ballance the 
Counties znd great trading Towns ; or, as the fame lear- 
UidAuthorefs c»ice obierved, tofupply the Want of na- 
TVHAL Strength with great Art. 

Leaving 
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Leaving thefe Points therefore to oxa grand Mamma* s 
£irther Confideration, I (hall now pnfs on to the Sai- 
ttjh EleSiionSy which have lately filFd our News-pa- 
pers, and feem to require fbme particular Animadver- 
jions. 

I am fenlible that the Court-Writers will have tn 
Advantage over us, in this Part of the Argument, 
and expeft to ice their next Produftions fill'd with 13 
P^ans upon their Succeis in Scotland. But I muft 
crave their Leave to obferve that if We may rely on 
the whole Tenor of Advices from thence, the late Re- 
turns in their Favour are very far from being any Proof 
of the genuine Senfe of the People ^ in that Part of the 
united Kingdom ; which hath concur'd with the Senfe 
of their Fellow -SubjeSls in England^ as far as They 
could poi&bly manifeft it by outward Profeilions and 
Declarations. How it came to pafs that the V§ic€ of 
the People fliould be drown'd in the Cboici of tbeir 
ReprefentativeSf and that the Country Interefi fhoold 
be overpowerM» anudft b much Popularity^ may be 
Ailly explain^ in due Time; nor is itt mdeed, any' 
great Secret at prefent ; for by what already appetn, 
concerning the late £le£lion olfixteen Peers to repre- 
fent the Peerage of Scotland^ the Myftery is Pardv 
unfolded. Let us therefore take a fliort View of thit 
Affair^ as it appears from the Minutes of the Eke* 
tion. 

The Peers of Scotland being met at the Borough^ 
Room^ in order to chufe proper Perfons to reprefat 
Them in the enfuing Parliament, the right honourable 
the Earl of Stair enter'd \}\t following Proteft^ pre- 
vious to the Eleftion, viz. 

** Whereas this Forenoon, a Batallion of Foot wis 
'* drawn up under Arms, in the Place caird the i^ 
'* Bey-Clofe, and there continues under Aims; and 
** whereas, by the Law and conftant Prance in d] 
** Britain^ none of the (Unding Forces can lawfully 
** continue in any Town, or Place, or in the Neign- 

« bourhood 
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** bourhood thereof^ daring the Time of an Eledlbn 
** for Parliament in that Town, or Place, and that //// 
^ Mfm, ftt everv Election of fixteen Peers for Scotland^ 
*} the King's Forces inarcVd out of the Suburbs, and 
-^ near Neighbourhood of the Town oi Edinburgh^ and 
** did not return till the faid Eleftions were over ; 
^ therefore I proteft for myfelf and all, who fhall ad- 
** here to this my Proteftation, that the drawing up 
^* and Continuance of the faid Battal'.-^n under Arms 
'* ia the Jbbty-Cloje^. or any other Place in the Sub^ 
*' tubs, or near Neighbourhood of Edinburgh, during 
•( this ^edionofiixteen Fctrs of Scotloffd, to fit and 
U vote in the enfulng Parliament, is ilUga/, and plainly 
•' tending to wer-atoe, difquiet ztA^ forcibly over-rule 
'* the faid Eleilion ; and I, for myfelf, and others 

V fiueuid, proteft againft all the Confequences, which 
** the fiud illegal laR hath, or fhall have» and for 

V obtaining Redrefs thereof i/r proper Time and Place ; 
** and that this EleSion is and (hall be conftrued not 
•' to be free, but to be over-awed and over-ruled tile- 
^ if^b* ' Signed Stair, and by eighteax other 
" Peers. 

Protefb were likewife enter'd againft feveralPerfons^ 
daiming a Right to vote at this Eledion ; and two o- 
thers by the Dukes of Hamilton and Queens* 
BBKRY, to fave their Titles as Tccrs of England. Af- 
ter which, the following, general Proteft was enter'd 
by his Grace the Duke of Hamilton $ viz, 

** Before giving my Vote at this Election, I think 
** it my indifpenfable Duty to proteft, that whereas I 

V have ftrong Grounds to believe that the Pesrs^ whp 
" are to vote at this Eledlion, have not all of Them 

been left at Liberty to make zfree Choice of fuch 
Pceis M They.Jhall judge moft proper to reprefent 
•* the Peerage of Scotland ; but that a Lift of the fix- 
•' teen Peers i'j/i' been named by the Minister and 
*^ fent down by his ^Gtur ; and that, what I ap- 
" prchend to Dc, undue Infiuence bath been uicd with 

*' many 
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*' mtny of the Veen of Scotland^ to engage Them to 
" vote for the/aid [JJfi and more particnlarlv, that I 
«« have Ground to bcKeve thtf aid Lift confilts of the 
*^ fixteen mbU Lards after-named, fw whom I have 
•• prfonally the grcatcft Honour and Rcfpe^t ; to wit, 
<< his Grace the Duke of Ath^, his Grace the Dulce 
•• of Bttccleugb, the Marquis of Lothian, the Earlj of 
•• Crawford, Sutherland, Morton, Loudon, Finlater, 
«« Selkirk, Be Ice fr as, Dunmore, Orknn,Porfmore, Hope- 
«• ton, IJlay, and Lord Catheart ; therefore I do pro- 
«' tei!, that in Cafe it Ihall appear, in the ConHe of 
<* diis Election, that the Lift voted is, and hath been, 
'* zLiftfo named Sythe Minister., and that undue 
•• Means have been uicd to induce the Peers, who 
«• are to vote at this EleSlien, or any Number of 
«* Them, to vote for fitch Lift, by Promi/e or Grant 
•• of Place, Penfiont or Reward, to nemfehes, or 
•• their near Relations, or by Threatemngs of being 
*' removed from Offices, or of any other Kind what- 
" fi)ever; ^hsit fucb EleSiion QxblM be held as illegal, 
*' contrary to the Freedom of Elevens, and therefore 
** void. And I do hereby proteft, that I fhali be at 
*s Liberty farther todifTcnt from fuch EleSion, if made, 
•* and to renew my Proteft, and to oficr my Reafons 
'' and Objections againft the fame, in a more parti- 
•• cular Manner. Sign'd 

Hamilton, ^eensberry, Montrofe, Roxburgh, 
Tweedale, Rothes, Bnchan, Stratbmore, 
Haddington, Kincardine, Jberdeeu, Dun- 
donaldt Marchmont, Stair, Gla^m, Rofe- 
berrie^ Sahoun, Elphinftone, Napier, B Ian- 
tyre. 
Tlic Lord Elpbinftone not only fign*d the forego- 
ing Proteil, but corroborated his Motives to it by a 
particular Declaration, relating to Himfelf, in the fol- 
lowing Words, viz. 

** I Charles Lord Elpbinftone do hereby adhere to 
•♦ the Protelt cnter'd by hii Grace the Duke of Ha- 

** milton. 
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milt on, concerning undue Influence uied by People 
IN Power, for this Ele6Uon oifixteen Peers to fit 
and vote in the enfuing Parliament. And I do it for 
*• this Reafon, that ney have attempted facb undue In- 
*' fluenees upon My self; which Attempts I with- 
** flood, and rejefted their Offers. — At Edinburgh the 
*' 4th Day oijune 1734, at the Ekftion of they?;ir. 
•* /^^/? P^^i aforefaid. Elphinstgne. 

The Earl of Rofeberrie adhered to his Grace the 
Duke of Hamilton^ Proteft, for the lame Reafon, de- 
claring that it was every Way his own Cafe, 

Then came on the Eleftion, and' the Lift before-tnen" 
tlorCd being voted, to a Man, his Grace the Duke of 
Qu EENSBERRY cntcrM the following Proteft ^ viz . 
'* I, in my own Name, and in the Name of fuch 
of the Peers of Scotland as fhall adhere to Me, do 
proteft, that the pretended Elcftion of his Grace the 
Duke of Aholf his Grace the Duke of Buccleugb^ 
Sec. to reprelent the Peerage of Sc$tland, is void and 
nu/l I'ov thefe,. among other Reafbns. 

1 . '' That it appears from the feveral Circuraibui- 
** ces, which have preceded and attended ibis EleC' 

Hon, that this Lift hath been named by the Mi- 
nister, and fen t down by his Agent, without 
Regard to the real Opinion and Sentiments -of the 

<* Peers ; and that feveral of Them have been ty'd 
down either to give their Votes for this Lift, or to 

** incur the Diipleafare of the Minister. 

2. •« That, lor many Months paft, very undue In^ 
** fuence hath been uled ( as I have Ground to believe,^ 

Irom what haih already pafs'd at this Meeting, and 
liopc in proper Time to make farther appear) witl^ 
many of the Peers of Scbtlana, to engage, or intimi- 
date 'i hem 10 vote for this Lift, at leafl fttch Lift 
a.s fliould be put into their Hands, hy Promt fe' or 
Grai:t ^Z' Money, PJ-ices, Penfions, cr Preferment?, 
ciTil or militar'^^ to Tf:err:l'chcs, or their near Rclati' 
cf^i ; or Ly Tire at Kings cf rcnioving ThiM, or their 
^^i . XJI. Y •* near 









f ( 



«< 
4« 
<« 
it 

* « 



«c 
it 

€t 
4i 
<t 
tt 
€( 



a54 The Crafts ma n. N^ 416 

•* near Relations^ from Officer They enjoy" di or other 
** Promifcs, or 1 hreatenings, equally mortfiftent with 
•* //&^ Freedom of Elections. 

3. " That lam rather induced to believe \}ci2Xfuch 
«* undue Influence hath been ufed, becaufe of the many 
" notorious Inftances, that have occur'd of undue Prac- 
tices y with Refpeft to the EleSlions of the Com mo- 
wers, by Promife or Grant of Fhccs, citil or mili- 
tary, and Offers of Grants of great Sums of Money, 
to influence Voters, both in CouNTaEs andBvKGm, 
fuch as hath not been heard of at any Time before, 
by known Agents of the Minister ; and Liberties, 
that have been taken by Returi^ing Officers, 
** in open Violation of the Laws; the Confequences 
** of which muft be too plain, as tending intirely to 
*' the Deftruftion of the Freedom of Elections, 
•• the Ruin of our Constitution, the fapping the 
<< very Foundation of Parliaments, and rendering 
Them intirely dependent, not only upon the Crown, 
but every assuming Minister. 

For thefe Realbns I do proteft, that the prefent pre^ 
tended EleBion of the aforejaidfixteen Peers, to wit 
bis Grace the Duke ^Athol, his Grace the Duke 
of Buccleugh, if^c. is void ; and that the E legion of 
Inch fixtecn Peers as have the greateft Number of 
Votes, Jetting afide the above Lift named by the Mi- 
nister, // /i'i? only fair /7W FREE Election, 
and They Alone ^r^ intitled to reprefent the Pee- 
rage of Scotland in the enfueing Parliament, And 
1 do proteft, for my Part, that I have given my 
Vote for the Lift, for which I have voted, in Con- 
fcquence of my free^Choice, without any undue In- 
** flucnce ufed upon Mc ; and that I have endeavour'd 
to ufc no undue Influence upon any Peer whatfoever 
to concur with Me in that Choice; and I require 
You, Mr. James Juftice and Mr. John Murray, 
Clerks of Seiiion ofliciating at die faid Elc6lion, to 
«xtra6l from tlic Minute: of ElcClion, and deliver to 

" Me 
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'< Me ■ Cwtilieate of fucb fixtten Pcen as have the 
" greateft Number of Votes, felling ifide the above Lili 
" named bylbe Minister.— Sign'd ^mberrj, i^c. 
" as in the prtdding Prottft. 

When the Earl of Kinsardine fign'J this Prmeff, He 

refetved to himfeif a Ptmer of tnnkiiig any faither De- 

(laralimi ef Matters leiibia his own JCnowledce, 

' wiaica/rd upon tj axt proper Covirt, «r Aurhorily. 

The Matter, contaih'd in i\\t firegaing Pntefis, is 
offuch infinite Importance to the very Being of our 
Cat^'OMtien, that it opens a very Urge Field to us ; but 
the Pniejls themfelves have taken up fo much Room, 
tlat We chufe to poftpone our Rem^irks upon tliem, till 
We tewhat is (aid in JuIUr.cation of fuch Proceed- 
ines. '*• 



N''4I7. Satvrday, Jane 35, 1734. 



Tq CALEB D'ANVERS, Efin 
SIR. 

SHE Projeftofthelaic Exei/e Seien/ehxs 
been (b fully laid open and exploded in 
your Paper;, as well as in other Wri- 
tings, that at prclent it fceras iuperfln- 
oua to lay any Itiing more upon it. 
But meeting with ihc Ibllowing Pal- 
&ge in the Life of Cardinal Xiir.enes ; and it bearing fo 
near a Refcmblance to the sthtr Affmr, 1 diought pro- 
per to fend :tio You tobemadepublielt, ifyuulhould 
^(proveofit; that the Wotid may compare the Gin- 
As^o^oneMimfler, totally diiimereKed with Regard to 
Himfeif, or Relations, devoted upon all Occaliotis to the 
true Inierelb of the People, andofaiiuiy noble and 
y 2 great 
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great Genius, with That oi Another ^ whofe greatcft Me- 
rit is not to pretend in fo eminent a Degree to fome of 
theie Qualities. 

1 amy Sir, your humble Servant ; 

TH E Kings of Caftille and Leon^ Predeceflbrs of 
Ij'abella, the Catholick Queen, to provide for the 
Expences of the Waragainft the Moorsy had been obliged 
to load the People of ihofe two Kjngdoms with a great 
Number of Impofts. Tlie moft oppreffive of all was 
That called the Alcabala. It confided in paying 
rhe King the tenth Part of all Sales, or Exchanges. Al- 
rho' this Tax was in itlclf very oppreffive, it became 
much morefo, by the Rapines and Chicanes of Thole, 
who were charged with levying of it. An itifinitc 
Number of Profecutions were raifed ; the Farmers pre- 
tending that They were defrauded ; that the Declarati- 
ons of the Merchants were not exaft ; and the Mer- 
chants maintaining the contrary, feveral Regulations had 
been made hereupon ; but they had only fervcd to make 
Way for new Chicanes, and to multiply Suits- To flop 
the Courfe of Thefe, the Merchants obtain'd a Provifion 
that their Oaths fhould be taken, for afcertaining the 
<iuantity, Quality and Price of the Merchandizes. 
Thib Remedy produced another Evil ; which was, that 
falfe jweari7ig became y^cy common. As all Vices, that 
are profitable, make in a little Time great Progre^, /b 
want of Honerty pafs'd from Commerce into all civil 
AdViOns, and ihe Cuftom o^ faife /wearing w«3 become 
io great, that nothing was more ordinary. 

The War againft the Moors having been the Occafion, 
or the Pretence, for this Impoft, that War was no fooner 
•ended, than the People demanded to be difcharged from 
it. The Affair was propofed in the CouTicilof Confci" 
ence, and afterwards in the Council of State, Ximenes 
voted ftrongly in both for the Suppreflion of the Alca^ 
bala ; but the Advantage, which accrued from it to the 
Exchequer, and the Oppofiiion of thc-ATtf^fx, the greateft 

Part 
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Ptit of whom had Affignments upon this Duty% hindcr'd 
the B£k£i of his good Intention. Ic was continued ; 
«nd the Abuies, which were the neceiTary Confequences 
of it, continued likewise. 

Ximenes^ who loved the People, did not defid, be- 
canfe He had not fucceeded the Hrll Time that Afiair 
waspropofed. He obtained the Queen*s Promife that 
if He could find any Expedient for the Duty of the 
jUernhMla^ which might eafe the People, and remedy the 
^buies in it, without prejudicing the Finances, She 
would willingly confent, and would make it pafs the 
Cooncil by her abfolute Anthority, if it Ihould be op- 
pofed. Ximenes confultcd the Matter with John Lo- 
ffZf who had the greateft Experience and Knowledge 
in Afikirs ofthe Revenue of any Perfon in Cafii//e,and 
They tum'd this Affair together in fo many Shapes, 
chat afrlcnglh They hit upon tfie E;ypedient, which had 
been fb long fought for. 

It confiiled in making, from the Accounts ofthe Re- 
ceivers of the AUabala^ an exadl Computation of the 
Sums total, to which it might amount, and of the par- 
ticular Sums, which might be produced from what was 
raifed upon each City and Community. This Com- 
putation being made, Ximenes framed his Projedl. It 
contained that in each City all the Companies of Mer- 
ibantj (hould aflemble ; that every one Ihould tax Him- 
fclf, in Proportion to his Dealings, in fuch Manner tliat 
all thefe particular Taxes fhould produce the Sum, 
which was wont to be laiieU ; that the Mechanicks^ 
JrtifanSy and generally all the Tnidcfmen flioulci do 
the like ; and a? to what regarded the other Citizens 
and Inhabitant:-, of the Towns and Country, They 
might redeem the Akabnla in paying the Sum, which 
(hould be rcgu-ated upon every one, in Proportion to 
their Eftatcs and Kffefts ; and that it fhould be tlien 
raifed, in a Manner the Icaft hurthcnfome, with the 
Confent of the (^icen ami her Succellbrs. This Pro- 
jeft contained likcwifc thnt the CoUedlion of all thefe 

Y ^ Sums 



a^S 75b^ Craftsman. 1^417 

Sums fhould be made by the owiinary Receivers and 
Comptrollers of the Revenue, with a fmall Augmenta- 
tion of Salary, and fhould be paid by Them immedi- 
ately into the Exchequer. 

It is certain that, by the Execution of this Proje6l, 
the Prince's Revenue loft nothing, and that all the In- 
conveniences, which made the Tax fo burthcnfome to 
the People of Cafiille and Leon, were avoided. The 
Merchants were not obliged to make exa^l Declarati- 
ons, which gave too great sui Iniight into their Affairs ; 
nor expofed to the Temptation of making falfe ones. 
They were deliver'd from Seizures and Fines, which 
were the ordinary Efie^s of real, or pretended Violati- 
ons, from the Searches of their Shops and Magazines, 
which the Officers made as often as They pleafed ; and 
in general from the Vexations and Oppreffionf, to which 
They were every Day expofed by the Avarice of the 
Alcahalifts. The Citizen?, the Mechanicks, and gene- 
rally all the Inhabitants of the Cities and Country found 
the fame Advantages. 

Neverthelefs Ximenes did not flop there. He carry 'd 
his Projcd farther ; and having examined, with his ufu- 
al Exaftnefs, how much each Year the Salaries of the 
Officers amounted to, and in general all the'Charges nc- 
ceffary in coUefting the Akabala, He then concluded 
that thefe O^rrr/ being difcharged, and thcfe Expenccs 
retrench'd, as it was inEffeft a Confequence of his Pro- 
je6i, this fax might be reduced to a Moiety of what uled 
to be raifed ; That is to fay, to be contented with a 
Twentieth Part, inftead of a ienth, which would be a 
great Eafc to the People, without the leaft Diminution 
of the Queen's Revenues. 

John Lopez vvas of Opinion that He fhould content 
himfelfwith the £rft Part of hisProjeft, and that Things 
ought not to be carry *d farther; but Ximenes ^ whopaf- 
fionatcly wifli'd that the People might be eafed, to make 
'J hem his own, maintain-d the contrary. He contend- 
ed that it was a neccffary Coufequcnce of his Projc^ 

that 



that the Duty, which They were confidering, could 
not be augmented for any Reafon whatfoever ; that 
•otherwife They would inevitably fall again into the 
fkine Inconveniencies and Vexations, which They were 
endeavouring to avoid ; that it was the infallible Means 
i^f making Commerce, Trade and Arts to flourish, and 
^inducing the Inhabitants to cultivate their Land well, 
«Dd to imprcwe and inclofe Thoie, which were unculti- 
vated ; iince, ior the future, They would only labour 
upon their own Account, and not be obliged to divide 
-the Profits of the Improvements They fhould make. In 
£ne. He added that if the Revenues feem'd to lofe any 
-Thing, by fixing the Akabaht it was compen&ted by 
4ier Qithofick Majeily*s Declaration, that it could not 
ht diminifh*d ; (b that if She did not find her Account 
jby the Augmentation of Commerce, and of the other 
'''nm^ upon which that Impoft had been laid, She 
would likewife lofe nothing by any Diminution, that 
might happen. 

The Projeft being thus fettled, it was propoled in 
Oooncil a few Days after. The Dukes of Aha and In- 
faiftado had not the fame Complaifance for it, that ma- 
ny of Ximertefs Partifans had ; whether it were that, 
being Enemies in particular to Him, They took a Plea- 
fiiic in oppofing Him ; or whether in Effe6l their true 
"Sentiments were fuch. They reprefented that alllnno- 
orations in Matters of Government were dangerous ; that 
Cnilom and Ufage were all and all amongft the People ; 
that They had been no lefs arcuftom'd to the Manner, 
in which the Alcabala had "been collefted for fo long a 
Time, than to xh^^lcabaln itfelf ; that it was not ad- 
vantageous for a Stance, that the People fhould be rich ; 
which ferved only to make Them bold and enterpriz- 
ingi that if They were once indulged to have their 
Requell granted, the Council muft expc6l to be daily 
importuned with new ones ; that one Demand obtained 
-makes Way for another, and that They would never be 
content until all the Duties fhould be cither diicharged, 

or 
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or diminiih'd, to the the great Prejudice of her Majefty's 
Revenue. 

XimencSn in Anfwer to thefe Objections, and fome o- 
thers of lefs Weight, reply 'd They could not deny 
that Sovereigns were bound to do Juftice to their Sub- 
jc61s; that one Part of that Juftice, vvrhich was moil in- 
contcftably due to Them, confifted in keeping the Pro- 
mifes made to Them ; that all the World knew that the 
Kings, her Majcftv's Predeceflbrs, had pofitively pro- 
mifed to fupprefs this Impoft now in Queftion, whenever 
the War again ft the Moors fhould be ended ; that, cx- 
aftly to fulfil this P/omife, They could do no lefs than 
entirely fupprefs the Akabala ; nevfrthelefs That was far 
from what was propofed, but only to moderate it, and to 
procure the colledingof it in a Manner y that fhould not 
be any Prejudice to the ^een^s Rn'cnue ; that They 
could do no lefs in the prefent Conjunfture, when thfe 
People were quite drainM ; that it was but juft They 
ihould receive fome Advantage from the Peace ; and 
that nothing lefs could be done for Them than what was 
propofed . 

The Projeft being approved by the Pluralilty of Votes 
in the Council, the Queen order'd it fhould be execut- 
ed, without any Alteration; and that a Declaration fhould 
be immediately made of it, in Form of a perpetual E- 
dift. 

Ximcnes obtained from this great Affair That, which 
He had propofed to Himfelf; I mean, the AflcfVions of 
tlie inferior Gentry, the Merchants, the Citizens, the 
Mcchanicks, and generally all the Inhabitants of the 
*i owns and Country ; who forever afterwards declared 
iiionoly for Him on all Occafions, where He was 
attackM. 

There were Deputations made from all Parts to give 
Him Thanks, though He would receive none of Them, 
hut fcr.t the Deputies to tlic Queen, alTuring Them that 
They were only indebted to the Goodnefs of her Majc- 
11 y lor the Favour, which She had granted Them. 

He 
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He refufcd, with the 6me Generofitj', the Prefents, 
which the Depmies were order'd to mats Him ; add- 
ing, with that Grandeur of Soul, which was jb ra;u' 
nl to Hiro, that a juft Aftion canied with itfdfit* 
own Reward, and that rhe Arch-Bilhoprick of Tekdt 
WIS rich enough to feive the State, without Hope of 
Profit, or Reward. R. 




K°4i8. Saturday, ^'rt^ 6, 1734. 



jHenever the CouTt-Wriiers are deleated 
ao Argument, (which is very far 
n being an uncommon Cafe) They 
) conllantly relbrt to the f/neu/ar Armi 
y and, having fonfed Themfelves oi'w Head 
and Ears in Abfurditiei, They call upon 
tbeiT Patron to defend Them from the Triumphs of 
^«ai Jdverfariis. This, I mu ft confefs, feemsrealon- 
•blc enough lieiwecn a Mlmfler and his Advocates, 
fince one good Turn deferves ano;her; butitiscer- 
lunly a vcrv odd Way of deciding Gjti trover ties, and 
WIS entirely unknown to the aniicnt Logicians. I can 
•compare it to nothing but a Man's challenging out ano- 
ther to figh{ Him, and taking Care to have a Friend be- 
hind an Hedge wiih a Blunderbuf:! in his Hand, to fe- 
«ure Him againft all Ei-cnts. 

The publick will eafily recoiled fei-eral InRances of 
this new-fkfhion'd Me;hod of Difpntation, during the 
COurle of our political Warfare ; but, without troubling 
Them to look backward;. We have an Example of it 
now before our Eyesj for thefe niideft Scribfs having tw- 
jun to triumph on their Succefa in the late Eklims, 
ADd aflericii very dogmatically that the Sen/e eftbe 
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Pe'ople had declared itfelf on their Side, We thought i^ 
incumbent upon us to examine that Matter ; and have, 
I think, demonftratively proved the contrary. Nay, 
our Arguments have had fo much Force on tbe/e Gen- 
tlcmcn themfelves, that They are manifefUy lick of the 
Enquiry, and endeavour to get rid of it, by roaring out 
again for Profecutions. But We fh^ll purfue our De- 
fign, in Contempt of all fuch mean Arts, and compleat 
the Explanation of a Subjedl, which is of the utmoft 
Importance to the whole Nation, at this Time. Our 
Laws, our Liberties, our Conftitution, and the very 
Being of a free People depend upon it. 

1 ihall not however throw away r.ny Remarks on that 
numerous Fry of Scribblers^ who are quartered in moll 
of the common Papers ; and are- very fcurrilous for no 
other Reafon than becaufe They find Themfelves be- 
neath our Notice. Let Them rail on, without Inter- 
ruption ; for I fly at a much nobler Game, and have the 
Honour to be engaged, at prefent, with two famous 
Champions in the lame Caule, who are not only in the 
Pay, but the Confidence and Intimacy of their Patron, 
Every Body will immediately perceive that I mean the 
learned Madam Osborne^ and the polite Pf-antt: WaU 
Jtngham, Efq.T^'/j illuftrious Pair of Writer s^**; whom 
I ihall always pay the greateft Deference, are pleafed to 
be very angry with Me for my late Difcourfo, and even 
to call Me very hard Names, As for my good old Gran- 
Tiy, I am not much furprized at Her ; becaufe I know 
old Women arc apt to be froward, and impatient of Con- 
trad idlion ; efpecially, when They happen to be in the 
Wrong. But the young Squire is known to be lb fine 
and well-bred a Gentleman, that 1 cannot help wonder- 
ing at fome Expreffions, which have lately &llen from 
his Pen, without any Provocation ; for I will leave the 
World to judge whether I did not treat Him with the 
utmoft Decency and Refped even in that very Paper, 
which hath put Him into fo much Wrath. I have obfer- 
ved, indeed, that all out great Men are grown very tender 

and 
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and touchy of late. Perhaps, fomething may gall Them 
more than' ordinary. If fp, I can only pity Them, and 
womiie that whenever I find Myfelf obliged to differ 
fiom Them in Sentiments, I fhall always do ic in fiich a 
Maimer as becomes a private Man towards his Superiors. 
TWs muft be my Apology for the following Remarks 
on the two great ivr iters before-mention'd. I fhall" 
therefore proceed to the Point; and, for the Sake of 
good Manners* will begin with the Lad^, 

When this Difpute was firft fbrted, the Queflion was, 
m wbieb Side the Sense of the People had de- 
tUnd itfilf at the late Eleaions ; That is, for the 
CovK.T, or the Country Party. Mrs. Osborne 
md her Confederates afcribed it to the former ^ from a 
Gunpatation of the Returns \ which would have been 
proper enough, if the Point in Debate had turn'd upon 
the M^ority within Doors ; but it is certainly very little 
to the Purpofe in our prefent Difpute, concerning the 
Sitife of the People without. In order to fee this Affair 
Ih a clear Light, I made a Didinclion between the 
Members for little Boroughs^ and the Knights of the 
Sbires ; tor though our Conftitution hath given they^r- 
wter as good a Right to fit in Parliament as the latter ^ 
it docs Aut follow that They are equally Reprefentatives 
§f the People ; or, to fpeak more exaftly, the Senfe of 
)bi People cannot be fo truly colleded from the PerJonSj 
whom They chufe. This Propofition is fo evident, 
that it cannot be denied, with any Regard to Truth, or 
common Decency. Will any Man, for Inftance, pre- 
tend to affirm that We may form as good a Judgment of 
the Senfe of the Popic o/'Wiltshire, from the Choice 
of Members for Old Sa rum, and feveral other Bo- 
roughs in that County, as from the Eledion of Knights 
of tlje Shire P The fame Quellion may be ask'd, with 
Refpcd to moll other Counties, which abound with 
little Boroughs ; efpecially on the Sea-Coafts. Mrs 
Osborne therefore had nothing to do, in that Cafe, but to 
abufe the Freeholders of England in a Lump ; which She 
hath done very liberally, as well aj the Country Gentle- 
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f^en and Clergymen^ with but verj^ little Difcrimination ; 
for She compliments the firft with the Appellation of 
CAPiNG Country Fellows, who are almoft as ig- 
norant 9f all political Knowledge as the Beasts H^ey 
rid on ; nor are their several Leaders, fays She, 
very much above Them. In another Place, They are call'd 
the Mob, with oaken Boughs in their Hats ^ and no 
Ideas in their Heads i and juft afterwards They are 
ftiled a Parcel of ignorant Fellows, drunk with Sounds, 
Brandy, ando\6. Beer. W hat a fine Charafter hath 
our Authorefi here drawn of the Country Gentle men , 
Clergymen and Britijh Freeholders ; and how cxaftly 
doth it agree with the late pathetick AddrefTes to Them, 
from the iame Quarter, in Favourof the Salt-Tax 
and the Excise ? But of all thefe candid RcfledUons on 
the Freeholders of Great-Britain y I wonder how Mrs. 
Osborne came to think of charging Them with Want of 
Ideas ; iince She cannot forget that a eertmnold Gen- 
tlewoman of her Acquaintance lies under the fame Im- 
putation herfelf; and that her whole Stock of ^^/, 
upon the higheft Computation, never amounted toa- 
bove the Number^^^» ; though She hath had the Ad- 
vantage of enlightening her Mind in this learned Town^ 
forfeveral Years, and improving her natural Urfderft and- 
ing by Reading and general Conversation ; 
which have rendered Her, according to her own modeft 
Account, fo agreeable a Companion. 

Having thus proved the Incapacit)' of all People in the 
Country to judge of Politicks, She draws the following 
Inference. ^Tis no Wonder therefore that the gaping 
Country Fellows, whofe Minds are a meer Blank, or ab- 
foliue Y 01^, pould greedily fwallozv all the political Scan- 
dalretaiPdto Them by their Jacobite Leaders^^/kt 
the Ck AFT SMA^ and other Papers, ■ T his is an 
iiome Thrull^ upon Us, and hardly to be parry 'd. I 
iiial] only oLfeivcthat fince Mih.Osborne hath difcover'd 
luch an abj'iute Vacuum in all rural Minds y it feems 
very alloniluiag that They fhould not be as fulccptibk 

of 



oCthofe wkolelbme Do£b4nes, which are ib regular]/ 

cppvejr^d to Them by minifterial Authority a$ of the 

ffiiUit4l Scandal riUiiPd U fbem in the QiiStimxa. and 

i§b^ Papers. '-''^•'-^^t to propeedr 

. If the Senfi of the People is to be determined only by 

Mo^ rf^enf^t according to Mrs. Osborni^ identical Way 

sf, R^afoning, I am afraid This will occafion new Dif- 

^,]|ai;eis; for though every Man is apt toht wife in his 

r WtL- Cgnceit^ very few are fo in the Opinion of others ; 

*.^ that It ciimot iee how this Point can be decided, 

l/^ffidlput a general Scrutiny into the IntelleSisof the Na- 

■» ti^ni which would, I dare fay, take up more Time than 

. ^mk.the Yorkshire Scrutiny itfelf, and perhaps 

Jeftve us in the Dark at lafl. 

Our good" MgtJ^er, indeed, hath pointed out a Me- 
tbod» which would foon put an End to this Difpute, and 
may be properly call'd a jhgri Wa^ with theM-kisZ- 
. contents; for She hath not only excluded all the 
Bu?npkinly Cou?itry Gentlemen^ Clergy and Freeholders 
out of her Commonwealth, but likewifc all Papijls, jfa- 
colfites, Tories, and Whigs run mad ; That is, all Whigs ^ 
. who have not the Grace to difcover and applaud the ex- 
cellent Conduft of her Patron; fo that no Perlbns 
ought to be allow'd as Judges in this Affair, or to de- 
termine the Senfe of the People, but Place-men, Pc^ifi- 
oners, Hopers, and other Dependents, of what Kind 
foever, on Men in Pozver. 

I muft confefs. This is new Do<^rine to Mc ; for I 
always thought that the Word People comprehended 
every Individual in the whole Kingdom, from the 
higheft to the lowed ; and though the Wifdom of the 
Legiilature hath thought fit to confine the £le6lion of 
Parliament-Men to the Freeholders, Citizens and Bur- 
gejfes, for the Sake of CojiVcnience and publick Quiet, 
I never apprehended that the Reft of the Nation was ex- 
cluded from all Concein about publick Affairs. There 
«re Multitudes of People^ who have very large Pjoper- 
tics in the Fiwdsy or other Securities, which ^ive T hem 
Vol, Xll. Z r.o 
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no Right to vote for any County, City or Borough ; 
but will Mrs. Osborne pretend to lay that They have 
nothing to do in Matters of Government, or that their 
Sentiments ought not to be regarded? Queen Eliza- 
bctFz Minifter was of another Opinion, if we may give 
Credit to the SpeSlator^ who tells us that He bad all 
Manner ^Books and Ballads brought to Him, oj what 
Kindfoever, and took great 'Notice how they were received 
by the People ; upon which He would, and certainly very 
well might, judge of their prejent Dijpofitims, and toe 
moft proper Way of affhfing them according to his own 
Purpofes. 

Mr. Rapin feems to be of the fame Opinion with this 
oldfajhion^d Minifter ; for, in his Account of the Reign 
oi Richard the 2d, He makes the following Obfervation, 
which I verily believe He did not intend for a Libel 

upon the prefcnt Times. For fome Time, (ays He, 

FIVE or SIX HUNDRED PERSONS, w>&tf compofed the 
Parliament, and some Hundreds of Magis- 
trates in the Towns and Counties may feem to make 
the Body of the Nation, and the Rest he reckoned 
as nothing ; but the Time comes, when every fmgle Peribn 
tnuft be taken into the Account ; and then the Number 
of TJ:ofe, who are in Places, // infinitely f mall, in Corn- 
par ijon to the Reft of the Nation. D. 
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but is very angry with Me for finding Fault with an 
Expreflion or two in' that fine Piece of Painting, where 
He calls the Gentleman^ whom He was drawing. Fa- 
ther OF THE People, and Guardian of their 
Happiness. I took the Liberty to exprefs my Opi- 
nion i\i2it/ucb Appellations do not properly belong to any 
Cubje^^ bi.t have always been attributed to the 5"^;- 
vereign. Upon This, Mr. Walfingham dates the Cafe in 
very difTercnt Terms, und then charges Me with pnltr^ 
P^th fngging Knavery ^for iuggivg in theN/irne ^Majes- 
ty 7v Violence on ibis important Occajicn. Now, for 
mv Part, I canrot fee anv Viohnce in the Cafe. TIic 
Rem:nk wf.s obvio'js, and immediately occur'd to fevc- 
ral Gcnilcmen, who happen'd to take up his Paper as 
well as Myfclf. But, fcr Godfakc, why Petty-fog- 
<;iNG Knazery^ of all the Expreflions in the World? 
There ib fomc Di fere t ion vccuired even in the Choice of 
EKfrets ; and, n-K:thi:i!<% lb iudicious a Writer as Mr. 
Waljingbafn flionld have run over his whole Vocabulary, 
on this important Occaficn, rather than make ufe of one 
fo improper ; for the Word Petty-fogging hath the fame 
F£e6t out of his Mouth, as Mrs. Oslforne^s Wantcf 
Ipfas. 

'I \\^ycvng Gentkfran is fo much nettled at my Re- 
'Uii-ks on this Part of his Paper, that Hepioceeds to 
vir.cicate Himfclfin the following Manner. 

** It hath ever been allow'd, in a popular Way of 
" writing, to fpeak o^ Patriots, zxiApublick Benefahors^ 
*' as Fatbers and Guardians of tbe People, *Twas the 
*' ^ntiQTit fc?2atorial Appellation ; and jealous as Princes 
<* are of Dignity , not one of the Roman Emperors ever 
•* deny'd it to the Senatf, but ufcd it Themfelves to the 
" Members of that venerable Body. 

It is certainlv true that the Title of Fatbers was al- 
ways given to the Rc:n.in Senate ; and thut pMieJk Bene- 
faShrs Vvcrc frequently diJlinguilh'd, in the fame Man- 
ner, with Uic Appellation of /'//rr^j P^/r/>, or Fatbers 
.*/ tbiir Country. But wJut is This to the Purpofe ? Is 

there 
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there no Difference between a Commonwealth and a 
Monanbyy even a limited Monarchy? I am fure Mr. 
Walfingham and hb AJfociates were very fcverc upon 
Mc, fome Time ago, for calling our Government a Sort 
^ REGAL Commonwealth, and conflrued it into 
a Defign of overturning the Conilitution. I mud like- 
wHe put this Gentleman in mind that there was not a 
more conmion Expreflion amongfl the old Romans than 
the MajeHy of the People ; and yet if I fhould exprefly 
tpdy it to ditBritiJh People, or even by way of Allufion 
only, I am conEdcnt that He would immediately re- 
new the Cry of Republicanifm, and gravely undertake 
ID prove that it was ftripping the King of the (acred 
Robes of Majejly^ and clapping them on the Back of the 
PMle. 

, jft is likcwife true, as Mr. Walfingham obfervcs, that 
the Roman Emperors never denied the Appellation of Fa- 
thers to the Senate. But if He will give Himfelf the 
Trouble to confult Taciyts, Machiavel, or almoft any 
Writer upon the Reign of thofe Emperors, He will find 
AatThey continued the Senate itfelf for no other Reafbn 
than to cheat the People out of their Liberty, and carry 
on their new-invented Tyranny under old Names, Propri- 
mm id TiBEKio fuit, lays Tacitus, fee lera nuper rcperta 
frifcis verbis cbtegcre. Since it ^vas therefore their Inte- 
«ft to maintain the Form of a Senate, in order tofcreen 
and authorize their wicked Pradlices ; who can ^vondcr 
thatThey fhould likewife continue the old Appelhtion, 
for the fame Purpofe ? It would have been too barefaced 
in the worll of thofe Monfters to have callM the Senate 
a Parcel of Tools and Bubbles, as They really \\'erc. 
Nay, it is remarkable that Tiberius, as the fame Hiilori- 
/ an informs U5, was fo cautious of difcovering his Defigns, 
» .and ftirring up Jcaloa fy, that He rcfufcd the Title of 
Jatber of his Country, though often prel'iM by tlic 

of ic . No men P a t r i s P a t r i te Ti- 
cpius ingejlum, rcpudiavit, 
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But a K'ng of Great-Britain is, properly fpeaking, 
the Father of his People^ being intended as fuch by our 
Conrtitution ; and it being one of his moft endearing 
Appellations, We are often addrefs'd in this Style from 
the Throne itfelf. I muft therefore leave the World 
to judge whether Mr. JValJi?tgham^s Application of it 
was not improper, at leaft ; and whether He might not 
as well have complimented his Patron with the Title 
of Defender of the Faith. 

Thus much concerning our minifterial Step-Father ; 
for I am dill willing to give Him that Title, and fhall 
always pay Him the Duty, which belongs to it.- 
Let us now proceed to his Advocate*s Obfervations on 
the late Flexions and Senfe of the People, 

Mr. Waifivgham feems to prevaricate a little upon 
this Subjeft ; for in his late Satire againft Popularitf^ 
He plainly gave up the Senfe ofihePeapky by acknow- 
ledging, without any Referve, that it is not the Lofs of 
a SINGLE Contest, which is to be cmfider^ias the 
real Grievance, The Example, faid He, is of a gene- 
ral Nature. But finding this Conceffion tum*d 
ilrongly againft Him, and having, perhaps, received a 
gentle Reprimand for it, He began to draw back again* 
iind imitate his old Sifter Osborne^ by diftinguifhing be- 
tween the Voice of the People zxA the Senfe of the People \ 
mc of which He calls popular Witchcraft and the Hal" 
loo of the Mob ; whereas He gives us to underftand that 
the other refides in the Head, and never breaks forth into 
any publick Manifcftations. He likewife concurs with 
the fame learned Lady in Opinion, that thcfc Men of 
flent Senfe are all on the Court-Side, and from thence 
concludes that it is ridiculous for us to infift on the noify 
Fo/ce of the People, In fliort. They have bandy'd thcie 
plain Words backwards and forwards fo long, in order 
to recover the late Difgrace of their Pat rcn, that I verily 
believe tlicy don't know what'J'hcy nitan Themfclves 
bv the Se^'/i of the People; ujiieis i: b^: iVx Sen 'I- pf 
PLipIe in Places. 

A5 



As for tht Counties tmd gr€at froilingTowfts, which 
have proved very undutiful to our minifierUl Papa, 
They have nothing elfe to fey hut thut tke/e E/tffi$Jis 
have been carried by psfu/ar Fh/eftce, bad Fellirs, and 
ether illegal Praffices, For this Reafbn, Mr. Walfiwg- 
ham hath leconded his Invcdlivcs againft Popularity with 
a learned Apology for Weeding^ and modeftly afmres us 
that all the corrupt Influence at the late Eleflions, as 
well as falfe Returns, will appear on the Country Side ; 
which makes Them fo much afraid of any Enquiry. 

Now I will venture to affirm, as to the firft Part of 
this Charge, that there never was z general EleBion in 
rhis Kingdom attended with lefs Rioting than That, 
which is lately over. We have (carccly heard of fo much 
as a broken Head upon this Occafion, or of any At- 
tempts iow^rds popular Violence ; though there was fut- 
iicicnt Provocation given for it, on the Court-Side^ in 
fcvcral Places ; but the People happened to be apprieed 
of their Defignsy and therefore very wifely reftrain*d 
Themfclves. 

As to Corruption and undue Influence, it feems very 
extraordinary that Thofe Ihould be moft culpable in this 
Relpe6l, who are leaft able to fupport the Expcnce; and 
that Tliofc, who are fo liberally endow'd with Confi- 
dence and Credit^ fliould keep their Fingers intirely un« 
defiled. This will certainly be a Proof of great Self- 
Denial, and mud be allowM fomewhat unufual in Men 
of their Completion. But Mr. Walfingham feems to 
bo aware that this Charge will not hold good, upon 
Enquiry, and therefore endeavours to confound the 
nMural, honejl Influence of Cauntry Gmtlemen, which 
liath never been called in Qucllion, with that csrrupt, 
cniniftcrial Influence, which hath occafion'd fo many 
Complaints, in all Ages, and is made puniihable by lo 
many Laws. Whatever Mr. Walflnghavi may apprc- 
Jiend, there certainly is a very wide Diftercnce between 
ihe ordinary Struggles of private Gentlemen againll each 
ether, (cvca fuppofing feme undue Influence ihould be 

uied,) 
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ufcd,) and the corrupt Application of publ'tck Money ; 
for, in one Cafe, Gentlemen of the bell Eflates and Inte- 
rcft in their Country would be generally chofen ; but, 
in the other, a Parcel of /iU/e Upjlarts might be fent 
down, to browbeat and exclude the worthieft Families 
in the Kingdom. I take This to be one of the chief 
Reafbns for laying fuch Rcftraints upon Bribery in j?- 
USfions ; becaufc if Money was allow'd to be fpent, up- 
on thefe Occafions, it would let Tbofe into our Contefts, 
^vho ought to have nothing to do in them, and even 
give Them an Opportunity of chufing wliat Parliament 
They pleafe. Inis, I fay, hath always been efteem'd 
the great Grievance, and what our Anceftorsi as well 
as the prefcnt Generation, have taken ^o much Pains to 
redrefs. 

As to bad Pollers zndifalfe Returns^ I heartily wifh 
that they may be all fct afide, without any Regard to 
Parties J or Perfons whatfocver ; for I cannot agree with 
Mr. Waljingham that the bare Name of a T^ry is a fuffi- 
cient Reafon to thrull a Man out of his Seat in Parlia- 
ment; or that even x^^tix Number o\x^\\. to pais for a 
Proof of theiryi?//t% corrupt and illegal Elections. 

Upon the whole, I believe the Country Party have no 
Reafon to be afraid oi^fair Enquiry, and defire nothing 
more than an impartial Determination of all their Dif- 
putes with the other Side, This may be juflly expec- 
ted from our prefent Reprefentativcsy not with Handing 
Mr. Walfingham^^ Infmuations to the contrary ; and if 
the Sense of Parliament, in other Refpefts, ihould 
appear on his Side, as He fcems to promife Himfelf, it 
\vin be a plain Sign that the Court does not wan; any 
new Acccflion of Power, to ftrcngihen iis Hands againll 
\U: Country InTcreft. 

Before I conclude, it is proper to lake rome;J^Dtice of- 
•iho'e Complaints, which arc perpetually throwtn out a* 
vwinil us by WaJfingham and Oibornc, for fcttirig up a 
Co:nitry Party, in Oppofition to the Court. My An- 
(\c;i.. ihatic was no: oiiginally fct up hy .Us^ lathy 
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Thofe^ who'e Conduft for. feveral Years paft made it ab- 
fdutely ncceflkry.— ToThis it is reply 'd, that the In^ 
tereft of Court and Country is thefitmc, I fay (o too ; 
but Minifters are apt to be of another Opinion, and, 
when 1'hey have created the DifferemCy grow angry 

with the Difiin^ion. Laftlv, it is added, that fucb 

Diftitt£iions tend to alienate the People's Affeilions 
from their Prince, and render T^h em tintafy under his 
Government. There may, perhaps, be fome Truth in 
This ; and I am ready to allow that it is a very wicked 
Thing to roh a good Prince of liis ftrongc I Support. But 
if the beft King upon Earth fhould happen to be curfcd 
with a dejperate Minlfter, who is driving every Thing 
to Ruin ; what is to be done ? Bcfides, I mull put ihi^je 
worthy Writers and their Patron in mind that there is 
another Pradlice as wicked as the former ; I mean alic- 
tinting the Prince's JJfcction from his People, for 
wha'e Good all Government was originally founded. 
There is a very jull Obicivation on this Subjc6l in one 
of the Perjian Letters, with which 1 iliiU conclude.— 
l£ relates to the Death of Baron Goerts^ Prime-MiniUcr 
to the late King oiSweden. 

" He was accufed, ja^s the Author, of a very high 
** Crime ; namely ealumniating the Nation, and creat- 
*' ing in the Kino a Diffidence ofhisVi^.ovLE ; an Of- 
'* fence, in my Opinion, worthy of a thoufand Deaths. 
** For, in fhort, if it is an ill A£Uon to blacken, in the 
** Mind of one's Prince, the lowest of his SuAje^s, 
*' what is it to traduce a whole People, and rob 
** Them of the Goodwill of Him, whom Providence 
•* hath fet up to m^Ke Them happy ? D, 



Postscript. 

MY dear old Friend Mrs. Osborne, having try'd 
all Ways to prove that the Senfe of the Nation, 
Qi the eleSing Part of it, is on her Side, hath at lail 

turn'd 
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turn'd her Argument to the EleBedy and advanced 
fbme Pofitions upon that Subjeft, which have furprized 
the whole Town. It would therefore be very inex- 
cuicable in Me to let them pafs intirely unobferved. 

Thefe Pofitions are, that not enly the Senfe of the 
People, but even ^^^^ Independency and Wealth 
rf the parliament are on the Court -Side. 

In the firft j^lace, the good old Lady alTerts that there 
arenearrvfo Hundred ^/'/i'^ Court-Members, 
(as They are calPd) who have no Vl aces, nor Covkt- 

Dependencies. 1 am glad to hear it with all 

my Heart ; for I will defy Her to prove that This was 
the Cafe of the la/l Parliament ; and therefore it con- 
firm? our Argument that the late E legions have done 
fome Service to the Nation. Befidcs, if Mrs. Osborne 
can prove her AlTertion, that there is fo large a Num- 
ber of Gentlemen, on whom her Patron depends, with- 
out any Influence of Places, or Court-DepcndencifSy I' 
fhall be very far from giving Them up intirely as Court- 
Members, whatever They may be calPd* 

So far as to their Independency. She then pro- 
ccccds to their Wealth ; and havihg given us a ge- 
neral Calculation of their Eflates, concludes that there 
is more Wealth /'» Money and greater Eftates in Land 
amo7ig the Gentlemen, who are chofcn on the Cou rt 
Side, than there are among the Anti-Covrtiers. 
What Money Thev may have, God only knowa; for 
Money hath no Ear-Mark, and is generally concedM* 
But 1 was quite flartled to fee Madam Osborne clahn 
the Superiority in Land; for, to confefs the Truth, I 
was juft going to challenge Her on that very Account, 
and thought Myfelf able to prove, from a Computation* 
which I had made, that the Country Members 
had, at leafl, double the Wealth ///Landed Estates ; 
efpecially, if She would give mc Leave to except Two 
or Three of her Acquaintance, who have lately 
iqueezed immenfe Treafures out of the Blood and Bow- 
els of the Kingdom. However, if She includes the 

two 
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\ zabe i«'eff» Places, nor Courl Depeniiendes, in chw 
AtxouDC, I will readily give up the Point, and ftiy no 
more of it. 

. Her LaMsif is pleafed to be very arch upon Me, by 
Way oiPi^fcripi, and endeavours 10 prevent my treat- 
ing Her, for the future, in the feminine Gitider, by an- 
ddpctii^ my Anfwer ; a Device, which She feem$ to 
have boirow'd from old Ijiiiic Biekerfinj', or the SpeSa- 
ttr, who were Men of Humour, and wrote only in 
Jeft. But the Difpule between us ia of a ferious Na- 
ture, and ouglit not to be fpotted with. Did Slie ever 
pretend to deny, or does She date to deny, that She 
u actually an old Woman P I defy Her to do it, 
ind will appeal to all her Acquaintance. D. 
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CY Remarks on the Englijh Eie£!iamhivc 
been exiended ftrther than I piopofed at 
Srft, or perhaps was ncceflary, in order 
lo fee what the minijlcridl Writers 
would fay to the Chirge exhibited a- 
gainll their Palren, concerning the late 
Eleaion of Peers in Scotlakd. About five Weeks 
igOi 1 S*vc the Publiek a true Copy of the Protests 
cntcr'd by leveral noble Lords, upon that Occafion, 
with only two or three curfory Remartf, by Way of 
Explanation ; and chofe to defer any farther Obfciva- 
lions upon them, till the Court- AJvgcatcs had gi^'cn 
U3 their Sentiments on fo important a Subjcft. But 
They have hitherto conicmed Theniftlves with Ibme 
general Refleilions on the Protejlin, and feem to hai'c 
indultrioufly 
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indullrioufly avoided any partictllar Difquifition of th^ 
Matter itfelf. The Day-labourers in the Courant have, 
indeed, obliged us with feveral Differtations upon this 
Subject ; but I did not imagine thoj'e Papers intended as 
the Cue of the Party, and was every Week in Hopes 
of feeing the Difcuflion of fo material a Point under- 
taken bv the learned Madam OsLprne^ or the courtly 
Mr. Walfingham ; to whofe Writings I fhall alwavs 
pay the profbundeft Regard, as coming from Authority, 
and licenfcd according to Order. However, as thefe 
premier Advocates have thought fit to decline the Con- 
teft, and perhaps They may think it a Place too lore 
to be touched, I will condefcend fo hv as to take Tome 
Notice of what the minor Politicians have advanced 
upon the Scotijb Ele^ions and Protefts. I am the 
more inclined to do This, becaufe I have obferved that 
the Patron of thefe Writers fometimes chufca to throw 
out his iirll Hints in obfcurc Papers, that He may after- 
wards have an Opportunity of j unifying, or dilbwning 
them, as He fees Occafion . 'i'his was particularly the 
Cafe, in thofe ever-memorable Affairs of the Irish 
Recruits, and the late Excise-Scheme, which 
received their firft Countenance in the Courantf and 
were afterwards defended at large, in more eminent 
Papers. In fhort, I look upon this ingenious Club of 
State/men as a Parcel of razo, young BarrifterSy pick'd 
up by the Sollicitor jull to open the Bric^ and 
leave the knotty Points of the Law to fenior Council^ 
who are intruded with the Nature of the Evidence, 
and the whole Merits of the Caufe. The following 
Remarks mull therefore be very agreeable to tbeje 
Openers ; and will, I hope, put a Stop to thofe Severi- 
ties which I have formerly drawn upon Myfelf, by 
rciuling to take any Notice of Them. 

I tliought at iiril that thefe Gentlemen intended to be 
waggifli, and turn the Subjedt into Ridicule, by under- 
taking to prove that the Protefts were not genuine ; 
but by dwelling upon the lame Subjt^dt through fcvcial 

Papers, 



Papers, and gravely calling upon the noSle Lords to re- 
fcnt fuch an Injury to their Names, They appear to be 
in downright eameft, and would have the World be- 
lieve that tbefe Papers were only fome of the ordinary 
Libels of our Malecontcnts^ under the iblemn Form of 
-Prokffts } though there wore many authentick Copies 
of the Minutes ofEleBion then in Town ; and a cer- 
iMn Pcrfon is fince arrived from thofe Parts, who is 
fully able to convince Them that fucb Inliruments were 
llAually entered and fign*d at Edinburgh by the mble 
Lords f to whom 'they are afcribed. 

The firft Argument to prove tbefe Protejls fiftitious 
is, that the P^r/^/r/ charged with making ufe oJ" luch 
undue Influence are not Ipecifically mcntionM, but only 
pointed out under the general Chara6ler of Miniflers 
■od People in Power. Now this Objcftion, as I appre- 
hend, will hold equally ftrong a^ainll all our Englijb 
Protefts ; for f do not remember than I ever faw one, 
in which the Name of any Minifter was cxprefly men- 
tion*d ; though 1 have read many full of very plain and 
^rong Allufions to Him. 

Another Reafon for fuppofing tbefe Papers not to be 
genuine is, thit they do not contain any particular and 
explicit Proofs of the undue Influence^ with which fomt 
QenUemcn (land charged. This is a notable Argument 
truely ; and the PrJejflcrs muft have been as wi!e as 
ibefe Ifriten, or their Dire^or, if Tliey had thus fore- 
armed the Perfo/is accufcdy and given Them an Oppor- 
tunity of defeating the Evidence hy fome ingenious 
Contrivance, for which Men in iheir Station and Cir- 
cumdanccs are fcldom at a Lofs. 

But the bell Rea!bn of all comes laft ; hx They add 
that fuppofing the Charge could be proved, in its full 
Strength, ihc iVIattcrs ailedged in the Protefti are not 
contrary to any Lnio^ and therefore notcrirtinal ^ from 
whence it is infer'd that ihc nobie Lords, vvhofc Names 
are afiix'd to thein, could not Ix; guilty of fo frivolous 
a Charge. 1 don't know what tbefe Gentlemen 
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may intend by faying that Cor ruption, in the Election 
of Scotiftf Peers, is not contrary to any Law. If They 
mean that it is not exprefly prohibited by any Statute* 
Law, They may perhaps be in the Right ; but furely 
They cannot want to be inform'd that all AStions in 
themfehes immoral, or what We call in Latin mala in 
fe, are contrary to the common Law of the Land; for 
it is an eftablifli'd Maxim, that the Law hath a Remedy 
for every Evil, and that Want of Right and Want of 
Remedy are the fame Thing. Belides, I apprehend 
that the Claufe in the ^;7/ ^^/g^i^//, which provides 
that all EleSlions Jhall be free, includes a Condemna- 
tion of all undue Influence, or Corruption ; for though 
the Union of the two Kingdoms happened fince ; yet all 
the Laws oi England being confirmed and recognized 
by the A£i of Union, unlefs in fome particular Points 
there fpecify'd, it is now become the general Law of 
the united Kingdom . But there is ilill fomething farther 
to be faid upon this Subjeft ; for fuppofing with thefe 
svorthy Writers^ that there is no exprefs Law now in 
being again fl Corruption, in iheEIe6lion ofScotiJh Peers^ 
it fhcws at leafl the Expediency of fuch a Law, or 
Refolution, as was moved for, the laft Seffion of Parlia- 
ment, by a noble Duke ; viz. that any Perfon, or Perfons, 
taking upon Him, or Them, to engage any Peers of Scot- 
land by Threats, Promife of Place or Penfeon^ or any 
Reward or Gratuity whatfoever, from the Crown, to 
vote fir any Peer, or Lift of Peers, to reprefent the 
Peerage c/'iicotlaad in Parliament, is an high Injult on 
the Juftice of the Crown, an Incroachment 9n the Free- 
dom of Eledlions, and highly injurious to the Honour of 
the Peerage. 

A previous QueUion was, indeed, put upon thus Mo- 
tion, whether it ihould be then put, and it was re- 
folved in the Negative; which was fuppofed to be 
owing, in a great Meafure, to the Ai guments of a 
learned Lord, very ju Illy advanced to the Head of the 
Law ; who obiervcd that the Pradices> defign'd to be 

prevented 



N*^ 4^o. 72?^ Craftsman. a^p 

prevented by the foregoing Motion, being undoubtedly 
conft-ary to Law, the Motion itfelf was needlefs. How- 
ever, many Peers had fuch particular Reafons for rein- 
fprcing the Law, at that Jundlurc, that They thought 
fit to enter the Reafons of their DifTent, in the follow- 
ing Proteft, viz. 

I . ** Becaufe We apprehend that this Rejolutionj 
** being only declaratory of undeniable Truths, ought 
<• not to have been avoided by a previous ^tftion 5 fince 
•* We fear the -leaving it undetermined may tend to 
•* encourage Pradlices dangerous to our Conftitution in 
** genera), and to the Honour and Dignity of this 
** HGufe in particular. 

- 2. " Becaufe We think this Houfe cannot fliew too 
•* ftrong an Abhorrence of Pradices, which, whether 
they have been committed or not in former ElcdH- 
ons, are yet of fuch a Nature, as may ppflibly be at- 
tempted hereafter by a Minijier, who may find it 
** necefTary to try all Methods to fecure a Majority in 
•* this Houjt\ either to promote his future ambitious 
** Views f or to fcrecn his pafi criminal Conduct. 

I fhall clofc my Obfcrvations on this Part of the Sub- 
ject with taking Notice that the Apology itfelf is a 
tacit Confcfiion of Gailt ; for it docs not contain any 
Denial of the Fad cliarged upon Teople in Power ^ but 
an avow'd J uiliJi cation of it,aa contrary to no Law, fup- 
pofing it to be true. 

The lad Courant I have ieen upon this Subjtdl is 
fign'd R. Freeman^ whom I take, by his Manner of 
Writing, to be the fame great Genius, that diilipgui(h'd 
itfelf laft Year under the Name of Carus, This notable 
Author feems to think He hath given a full Anfwer to 
the Protejl, concerning the Battalion under Arms during 
the Time of Eledion, by obierving that the Scots Pee- 
rage having always been remarkable for their Courage^ 
and never more fo than at pre'ent, it is ridiculous to 
fuppofe that They (hould be over-awed by a Body of 
Men, who did not exceed the Number of Thcmfelves 
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and their own Servants. But as We hive been told 
from the iame Quarter that the Court-Lift carry'd their 
Elcftion by ahnoll two to one, and it is reafonable to 
fuppo^e that They weie enabled to appear with as 
good an Equipage as the Others, there does not feem to 
have been any Occafion for calling in the military Potver 
to their Affillance. Befides, I mull acquaint this Giyi- 
ticman with another Point, which may perhaps have 
eldped his Knowledge; I mean that the Lc^iflature 
hatn laken particular Care to prevent any tumultuary, 
or fcditious Yr^dt ce.s upon the'e Occafions by rellrain- 
ing any Scoti Peer from coming to fucli Meetings with 
any more than his ordinary Attendants, 

Having paid this Compliment to the Gentlcmcn- 
Penfioners in the Courant^ 1 fhall conclude with fomc 
general Obfervations on the fame Subjcfl. 

It appears, upon a View of tAe Protefts, that the 
mble Lordsy who fign'd them, proceeded in a regular 
Manner; for in the firft, commonly call'd Duke Hamil- 
ton^ i Proteft, it is fet forth that He bad ft rang Grounds 
to believe that a Lift ^ fix teen Scots Peers bad been 
named by /^^ Minister, and fent down by bis Agent, 
in order io be thojen by undue Influence. The Names 
of thefe fixteen Peers are particularly mention'd before- 
hand ; and it is added that if it jhall appear^ in the 
Courfe of this EleSfiont that the Lift voted is, and bath 
been, a Lift fo named by the Mi^isTEKt and that uti" 
due Means bat'e been ufed to induce the Peers, who are 
to vote at this El&£tion, or any Number of Them, to vote 
for fucb'Liftjfnch EleSlion jhall be held as illegal, con- 
trary to the Freedom of Elc6lions, ani therefore void. 

The Rcafons for this P ret eft are particularly con- 
firmM by the Declarations of two noble Lords, that fuch 
undue Influence had been attempted on Themfehes \ and 
every individual Peer, mentionM in the laid Protein, 
l^eing aftually chofen, another Protcft was ei'ter'd by 
the Duke of ^eemberry, ferting forth that it appears 
Jroin the fiver at Circn^nftajiccs, which have preceded and 
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attended this Eledion, that this U/l hath been named 
by elfe MisisTEKf afui/eKt dszrn Ij his Aglst, zLitb- 
out Regard to the real Op'r.ion andleKtimrts of the Peers. 

It ha til been obierved, indeed, that th; Ccurt-Lorde 
have as much Righ: to afibciare Them^'elve? into a Lift, 
and fupport each other's Interell as the Country- herds. 
This is very true ; nor does the Charge comifl in any 
foch voluntary Aflbciation, but in the arbitrary Nomi- 
nation of the Minifter, ar.d the undue Means employ *d 
to procure the Eleftion of his LiJ. 

It muft likewife be confeG'd that th'u Charge remains 
to be proved ; but if it fhouli happen to be made good* 
and if any of the proieftlng Peers fhoulJ be able to 
name the Per/jns, who attempted Tliem, as well as the 
fartteular Sums, or Emplosvier.tSy which They were of- 
fered ; I hope it will not be deny*d that This is a very 
high Offence againft the Conftiiuiion, and ought to be 
fcverely punifli'd ; for if any Miniver fhould be allow'd 
to thruft Members into the Houfe of Lords hy fuch 
Means, the Indepcndencv of Parliament would be in- 
tirely loft ; and though I can rcver pgice with Mr. 
Walfingham in calling Him Father ^/.^^ People, He 
might be properly enough ftylcd Father of /i'^ Sen ate. 

A- Miniftery who gets fuch an Afcendency over the 
Legiflature, may fafely defy his Enemies, and laugh at 
All Accafations.' It is julUike 2l certain? relate^ sMt* 
thodof playing at Whisk, with the Liberty of-confult- 
ing his Partner'' s Hand, and naming Trumps. 

I cannot conclude without obferving that zoicked Mi- 
mfters have generally been mofl bold and undr'guifediA 
opprefling 5fi>//^/7^, as the wcakeft Part of the Ifland> 
well knowing thit a total Redu6lion of England would 
foon fol'ow ; but by the anricnt Spirit asd Refolution of 
that brave People, They have often proved our Delive- 
rer:-:, inHead of being made the Tntemieiits of our Sil- 
very. This was our Cafe, in the Reign of King Charles 
the ill J and in That of his Son Charles tlie 2^/, tlie 
profcfb'd Defign of the Court was to procure the ablbluie 
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Subiniffion of Scotland Co the Royal Power, fo that Ung- 
Icnd might be ihe more eafily managed. For this Pur- 
pole, the whole Power of Sclland was put into the 
Hmdi of Li7ud£''dali i who, from being a rigid Praby 
teri/i/i and a z^-a/esi CoviHanler, became one of the moil 
abjeft Tools of arbitrary Power, and a violent Perleeu- 
tor of his Party. We are told that He had a geneial 
Knowledge of Languages and (he Late, but neither 
true Wifddm, nor a Grain of common HoneSy ; for He 
even promoted a Rebelliim'm that Kingdom to jailify 
the Violences of his Ad mini lira tion. The Duke of 
Buckingham C3\^i. Him a Man of a blundering Under' 
Jlanding \ and as to his Integrity, We have the Tefli- 
mony of King C. arks himfelf j w ho being ask'd what 
Helhiught of Ladoerdale, after feme Complaints 
againft Him had been heard in the Privy- Council, an- 
fwer'd, ibaK They had objeded many darnn'dlbings, vihleh 
He had done agait^ fi* Country, butmne againft Wi^ 
Service. D. 

^^^^^^ Jt^^^^^^^^^ ©^ 
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To CALEB D'ANVERS, Efq-. 
SIR, 

is no Part of the Tranfaflions in 
the Englifi? Hiftory more univeriklly 
condemn'd ihan the Ufurpation and 
I Tyranny of Cromwel. ThattheU- 
furpalion was wicked is undeniabie, and 
as fuch ought to beabhorr'd by al! jull 
Men ; yet there is nothing in the Nature of I'hiugs, 
which hinders an ViUrpir from governing mildJy, and 
fuflering his illegal Power to be limited by wile and 
good Reftrainis. CremaitJ, as K " " 




ftria and rigid ; btrt yet He cbnfeflted to ffmtr tU 
mitations oF Power than evtty oat would toive tiptOi' 
cd from Him ; for by tb^ Inftru^eia tf G&vemmnt^ 
made in 1653, which conftitnted Him Prdtifff6f^ti& 
could ntft diffolve any Parfigitatot onefe met till TSey 
had fkte five Months ; and fhch iSilhas fhoold be pft« 
feiitfed to Him by the Parlhihtot, ff they fhould hot 
be confirmed by Hifti in twehty Days, Wert to MP 
without Him into Laws. ^ thfc Aft, 6*ird ibt Sum- 
ble Petition and Mvici, which was pofi^d in the Tear 
1657, He confehted, amoug other Things, to Uiefe 
Reftriftions, wz. 

" That He would cdXLzPMrliament once in a Tear 
^« at fartheft, to be legally chdfeii by tjree ikBim. 

'' That non? (hould b)e kdded, ^ admitted to be 
'* of the Privj'Counei/, T?lrithout the Confent of the 
<« Reft of the Council^ and Who Aould afterwards be 
*' approved of by both Wujks rf Parliament, 

*< That the Members of the Council ihould not be 
*« removed but by Cohfent of Parlramenti exeep( 
«* that, in the Intervals of Parliament^ a Member of 
" the Council might be fufpeixded from the Exexeiie d" 
*' his Place for juft Caufe, 

" That ihtftanding Forces fhould be di{[)ofcd of by 
« the fK^ Magiftrate^ with the Cbnfent d*^^ Hon- 
" y>/ of Parliament ; except m the Bifervals ifParUar' 
** /?7^»/, by the ri&/^ Mapjlrate, with the Advice of 
** the Council' 

** That the Chancellor, Keeper of the Gieat Seal, 
*' Treafurer, or Commiffioner of Treafury, Adiniral, 
** chief Governor of /r//tf«^, theChanccUor and C^m- 
** miffioner of the Great S«d in Ireland^ chief Juftices 
" of both Benches, chief Baron in England and /r^- 
" landf Commander in chief of the Forces in Scotland^ 
«* and the Judges in Scotland (hould be approved of 
" by both Houfes of Parliament, 

And by the explanatory Petition and Advice^ paitM 
in thtJaMe Parliament^ Part dT the Q^th, widch every 
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Member of Parliament was to take, ran in thefe Words ; 
** that He would endeavour, as much as in Him lay, 
«* the Prefervation of the Rights and Liberties of the 

" PEOPLt. 

Thefe Limitations, I fay, were more than could be 
expefted from a Man, who had ufurp'd the fbvereign 
Authority by fuch* Means ; and the punftual Obferva- 
tion of them would have made his Government to- 
lerable ; but the Misfortune was, as it too often hap- 
pens, that when He had fecured Him (elf in the Pof- 
icffion of Power, He forgot the Conditions, upon which 
He had folemnly promifed to exercife it. 

There was another Regulation made in thole Times, 
as to the EleSlions ef Parliament, which our noble Hi- 
dorian, the Lord Clarendon, feems to approve. Take 
it in his own Words ; * «* Though He, f i. e. Crom^ 
" fvcf} did not obferve the old Courle, in fending. 
«« Writs out to all the /ittle Boroughs throughout 
** England, which ufed to fend Burgcfies, { by which 
** Method fome fingk Counties fend more Members to 
^ Parliament than j?.r other Counties do ) He thought 
<* He took a more equal Way by appointing more 
«* Knights for ever^ Shire to be chofen, and fewer Bur- 
** g^If^^ '» whereby the Number of the whole was lef- 
" fcn'd ;. and yet the People, being left to their own 
»* EleSlion, it was not by Him thought an ill Tempe- 
'« rament, and was generally looked upon as an Alte- 
*^ ration fit to be more warrantable made^ and in a 
" better Ttme. 

Mr. Rafin agrees with my Lord Clarendon in This i 
Ibr He tells us that this Regulation, which was juft in 
itft'if, mtt wUh a ?^encral Jpprobation ; and his ^ranfia- 
tor obii•r^'e^^ in a marginal Note, " that it would have 
** been veil for England^ had this Regulation been 
** al>vi\s kcpito; the I. ttle irfgnificant Boroughs hz-. 
«' IP' oiiii::ed, and the Number cf the .^/^to of the 

" '^ire. 

"*" VoL 3. p, 386; 
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" Shire increafed from Four to Tzve/ve, according to 
" the Extent of the Co'^nty. 

I have no other Defigri in thefe Qtiotations than to 
fiiew t)\tO^\monoi three indifferent ff^riters, concern- 
ing the Seiife ef the People^ and to amufe Myfelf in 
computing what the Sha»e o^ each County would be in 
the Reprefentatlve, did They fend Members in Pro- 
portion to their Wealth ; fmce it is the Wealthy that 
ieems to be the Rule, by which Equality ought iii 
Striftnefs to be regulated ; for to go by txtent of Coun- 
try j or ^antity of Land, is no Rule at all. To go 
by Numbers of Inhabitants, has a better Pretence ; but 
as Wealth will always be able to procure Hand?, and 
all Sorts of Helps, it mull be allowM that the Strength 
is in the rich Provinces^ though they were thinner of 
Inhabitams, which is feldom the Cafe ; and the Strength 
of the tcprefentative Body^ if rightly proportionM, muft 
be according to the Strength of the feveral Parts of the' 
eolleSivi^ Bod-^. Upon this Notion, I have form*d a 
Tabl^, one Column fhewing the Number of Members 
each Gounty dots now fend to Parliament ; another Co- 
lumn fliewing the Number each County would fend, if 
They fent in Proportion to the Land-Tax They pay ; but 
as the Land-Tax is very unequal, {6 a Proportion torm'd 
by that Rule would ftill be unequal ; for which Rea- 
fbn, f have fbrm'd a third Column, moderating the" 
Difierence between the other two, hot meerly by Gueft, 
but by a Rule, that certainly abates the Error in every 
Inftancc; but, for Want of a true Rental of ILngland^ 
it is impoflible to make it exaft ; Hor is a Ilri^t Exaft- 
nefs of Importance, 



%t 
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7i)e Names The Num- The Num- The Num- 

, , ^ ben each bers in hers as by 

OJ tm U)Un^ County Proportion a modera- 

^jg^^ now to the ted Efii- 

fends. Land- mate. 
Tax. 



B 



Edfordfhire — 4 

Berkfhire 9 

'. Buckiiighamfhire — 14 

Cambridgefliirc — 6 

Chcfliire — 4 

Cornwall ■■ 4A 

Cumberland — 6 

Derbyfliire ■ 4 

DevoniKire ■ 20 

Dorfetfhire * 20 

County of Durham— 4 

EfTex — 8 

Glouceflerfhire — 8 

Hampfhire — iz6 

Herefordfhire — 8 

Hertfordihire — 6 

Hun tingtonfhire — 4 

Kent — 18 

Lancafhire — — 14 

Leicefterfliire ■ ■ 4 

Lincolnfhire — 12 

The City of London 4 
The Inns of Court, 

White-Hall and 

St. James's — 

City of Weftminfter 2 

Middlefex ' 2 

Monmouthihire — — 3 

Norfolk ■ 1 2 



7 
10 

12 

8 

7 
8 

I 

6 

21^ 

23 
12 

H 

5» 
II 

ih 

21 

5i 

9 
18 

3^ 
8 

27 
21 



6 

9 
12 

6 

6 

21 

I 

24 
12 

3 
18 

xl 

6 

9 
18 

I 

2»i 



9 
18 

3 
t8 



County of Nor- 
thampton — 



12 12 

Northomberhnd 
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hers each hers in hers as by 
4>J the Coun^ County Proportion a modern' 

now to the ted Efti- 

ttes., /^</j. Land- 



mate. 



Tax. 



Northumberland — 8 Si 6 

Nottinghamlhire — 8 7 y 

Oxfbrdihire 9 ^o 9 

County of Rutland — 2 2|; 3 

Shropfliire 12 7i 9 

SomerfctOiirc 18 i8i 18 

Suflfordfhire — 10 7 9 

Sufiblk 16 19 18 

Surrey H i6j ii; 

Suffex ■ 28 15I 18 

Warwicklhire 6 10 9 

Worcefterfhire 9 8^ 9 

Wiltftiire 34 iSi 24 

"Weftmorland 4 i 3 

Yorkfhirc 30 24^ 27 

Wales 24 18 23 
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From this Computation it appears how very 'une- 
qually the Eledlion of Members to ferve the Commons 
in Parliament is, at prefent, proportioned to the Wealth 
of different Counties, and the 7'^7;f^i They pay. But to 
prevent all captious Exceptions and little Cavils, I 
muft repeat my Declaration that I have no other View 
in this Letter than to evince the Reafonat^fi^ls of your 
late Diftin<^ion between the M e m b e r s for thole 
LITTLE Bo ROUGHS, which Bifhop Burnet calls the 
ROTTEN Part of our Constitution, and the 
Knights of the Shires, or Reprcfe?itntii'es of 

GREAT 
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GREAT TRADING TowNs ; for though I may be 
allowed to agree with Lord Clarendon^ yii> Rapin 
and other Writers, in wilhing that fome Regulation 
of this Kind had been continued at the Reftoratian, or 
rencw'd at the Revolution^ when the People vyere un- 
der a NcceiTity of reforting to the firft Principles of 
Government, and had a Right to the Redrefs of all 
their Grievances ; I fay, thougii We mtty be allow'd 
to wifti This, I am very far from defigning to pro- 
pofe any fuch Aheration at prefent, when the Power 
of the People is not in their own H^nds, and the very 
Attempt might give our Enemies an Advantage over 
us. It would now be calfd a Defign to remove Foun- 
dationsy to fubvert the Conjlitution^ and introduce a 
new Form of Goi^ernment ; as We have lately ken in 
fome other Attempts, of the fame Kind, to fecure the 
Freedom and Independency of Parliament^ both within 
Doors and without. 

Having already mentlon'd Mr. Rapin, I fhall con- 
clude with one of his Reflexions on our Englijh Par- 
liaments, which is not only juft in rdt\f, but con- 
firms your Oblervations on the fame Subjedl. 

** I'he Parliament, according to the natural Meaning 
*< of the Word, is the Refrcfc7itative of the Nation. 
*' The Decijions and Laws made there are fuppo/ed 
*• to be conformable to the Sejitiments^of the Nation 
** in general. The Rcrpe€l, Veneration and Attach- 
** mcnt, which the Englijh have for Parliaments^ are 
** therefore eafily accounted for ; when it is conli- 
«* der'd that in fupporting them. They maintain their 
*^'Own Liberty. But This fuppofes a Parliament in the 
" Way, which the ConJlitutiM requires, compofed of 
** the King, who is the Head, and the two Houfes 
** of Lords and Commons, with the intire Liberty 
'* to Th^e Last of elc^ing their own Members. A 
" Parlia\*ent thus composed may truely be 
** call'd tiie Nation's Representative. R. I>. 

SATURDAY, 
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N'4aa, Saturday, ^gaji 3, 1734, 



My ]«te P»per on theScoTisH Elhctions hath 
HUM a Ned ai mimfierUl Hsrnels about my E»ti ; but 
bdog apprehenrive that They will Hill fwarm in greater 
Muldtudes, I am rcfolved to buffet their wliole Fury at 
ODce ; and in the mean Time will prcfent the Publick 
with a Letter from one of my Corrcrpondents upon a 
ftxy low, but perhaps not the moft uncntertaining 
Subjefl. 



O / vtra Phrygisc, see mm Phryges- 
7» CALEB D'ANVERS 



m- 




OU etincluded your Paper of the 6th In- 
flant very properly with an Aflcrtion, 
or fomcthing very K!(e ir, ihitt Mrs. 
Osborne is ndually anova WoMAit, 
and dcfy'd Her to deny it ; which at 
length brings the only QjicHion, that in 
Reality ever fubfifted between You, to a (hort jnd&ir 
IflUe. 

As pe/iiUis are not within the Defign of this Letter, 
but the only Point tobcconfidei'disjcirfifr Ihe WiiUr 
ff tbeLasDos ]ovfi!i Ah, emmsn/y (ulFJ PraNcij 
Osborne, be " nalh an old Woman ernU, I fliaJl 
beg Leave to oQbr a few Obfervations fingly upon that 
Head. 

Vol.. Xn. B b I»m 
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I am fenfible that This may be thought a needlc/s 
Task, the Publick having long fince determined the 
Queftion againft Her, and She herfelf not daring to ac- 
cept your Challenge ; nay. She hath even given up the 
Point, by concluding her laft Paper with thefe remark- 
able Words, /o prophefees old Mother Os b o r n e . Habes 
£<mfitenttm Ream, This puts Me in mind of two learned 
Treatiies, which I read with great Pleafure, when I 
was a little Boy; vaxtM^y Mother Shift oii*s Prophe- 
cies, and o/d Mother Bu n c h's C/ofet broke open. Bu t as 
Mrs. Osborne feems to part with her Pretences to Firi- 
lity in a fneering Manner, and hath employ'd fome of 
her Agents to contradift it in private Whi(pers about 
Town, (which is certainly very much unlike a Gentle- 
Plan) I think it neceflary to detedt fo arrant an Im- 
fojlor, and expofe Her folly to the World. 

That I may execute this Defign with all poflible Bre- 
vity and Peri'picuity, I fhall point out fome Marks of 
Jniiityy which may be eafily found in her Works ; and 
as they evince the Fairnefs of the QuefUon, fo they 
will enable us to conclude from hex publick what are her 
frivate Parts. 

In the firll Place, She hath long been famous for teli 
ling the fame difmal Story every Saturday, with great 
Heavincfs of Heart, and without any Variation ; which 
hath the fame Eifcdt upon her Readers as an old Nurfe''s 
Lullaby, and rocks Them as r^ularly aikep. I have 
fecn a whole Coftee-houfe yawning over one of her Pa- 
pers, and taking a comfortable Morning Nap together. 

As She hath not Difcemment enough to perceive that 
She is treated with Contempt , your Condefcenfion in de- 
tedling her Abfurdtties inhance her Pride, and whilft 
You only intend 2i gentle Rebuke, She efteems it a Proof 
of her Merit ; upon which She raifcs hei Language to a 
iBoft pathetjcal Bombaft, and talk« of her Importante, 
mecrly bccaufe You had been at the Pains to fhcw that 
5he was really oinone. 

She 
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She knows little of the World, and lefs of her Ma- 
Pet's Defigns ; yet hath work'd Herfelf up to fuch an 
enthufiaftick Opinion of his Virtues and Abilities, that 
She not only afferts all his Meafures to be rights but un- 
dertakes to prove it impoffible for Him to do any Thing 
vjrong, 

Notwithftanding her Credulity, She is very fond of 
what She calls Reajoning ; That is, a Sort o^ argumen- 
tative Canty or EfFulion of Words without any Mean- 
ing, which is applicable to the Publick, or the State of 
the Cafe. 

She is very pofitive, pievifh, vindidlive, and fupplies 
the Barrennefs of her Invention with much Garrulity 
which increafes with her Errors, arfd Thofe multiply 
'upon Her by Oppojttion. 

\ All her Admonitions, of which She is very liberal, 
krc of a Kind peculiar to Thofe, whofe Ignorance 19^ 
brought to Maturity by Age ; which She ellecms an un- 
deniable Title to inJlruSi, and in her Apprehenfion lays 
the Publick under the fame Obligation to regard, as it 
does Herfelf to preach her Ledures. 

She tells the Pc^ople, (whofe Frowardnefs gives Her 
inuch Affliftion) what dreadful Confequences muft fol- 
low their continuing in a State of Difobedience to their 
political Father ; warns Them to fly from the Wrath 
to come ; exhorts Them to be good ; and aiTures Them 
it fhall be better for Them, if They will but believe in 
' Him, as She does ; for my Devotions, fays She, are dedi- 
cated fole/y to their Ufe ; / love the People of England, 
though ihey are fo ungrateful as to hate my honoured 
Mailer. 

Like moft antiquated GoJJtps, She is exceffively fond 
f^PraiJe, which always fets her Clack a-going with 
frefh Vigour, like oiling an old Jack ; and whenever it 
tath been flightly acknowledged that," in her tailing 
Career, She hath lometimes happened to hit uponTr/z/i', 
She hath fo little Difcreiion as to attribute it to Dejign^ 
and in pure Strains of Folly talks Herfelf quite out of 

B b 2 Breath, 
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Breath, and the Publick out of Patience^ in Support of 
her Wifdom, 

But if her TJnderftanding is difputed, and her Age is 
not admitted to put it out of Queftion, She is commonl)r 
very outrageous, lifts up her Hands, and wonders at the 
Obilinacy of ycung People, 

In one Pariicular, I muft confefs. She is fomewhat un- 
like moH Perfbns in her Years, by preferring t\itpre/ent 
Times to yhtpafty and maintaining that no Age was ever 
blefs'd with io much publick Virtue as That, in which 
We have the Happinefs to live.— But this evidently 
proceeds from the Violence of her Paffion for her dear 
Mafler, which puts Her out of Humour with every 
Thing, that does not come immediately from Him, and 
often throws Her into very indecent Emotions. This 
is natural to People in her Condition, who are apt to dif- 
cover the Fullnefs of their Hearts by a Rhapfbdy of filly 
fond Things, without any determinate Meaning, or Co- 
herence, according to that celebrated Obfervationof the 
Poet; 

Jnd "t^QxSsxStJballbe Eloquence in Love. 

Thefc Inftances, to which I could add feveral others 
of the like Nature, arc fufficient to my prefent Purpofe, 
being the peculiar Charadlerifticks of feminine Dotage ; 
but the Produ^ionsy from whence I have extrafted thefe 
Cr iter ions y are fo little read* or known, that it mny be 
cxpefted from Me to fupport each of them by a farticu- • 
lar Reference, This Objedlion I forcfaw, and endea- 
voured to remove it, bv fearching very diligently for a 
Colledlion of Mi^. Osiorneh Writings ; but not having 
the Honour to be acquainted with any Poftmafter^ or 
Excifemany my Labour proved in vain; for very fewr 
Coffee-houfes take them in, and where They are ooliged 
to do it, I was informed that they are conftantly torn 
off the Book, upon all prefling Occafions, and apply'd 
to a private U/e t (o that I hope to be exempted from 

the 
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the infuperable Difficulty of converting them, as Ipro- 
pofed, to 2l pub lick Benefit. 

Having always profefs'd a very great Regard for the 
Ladies^ even in grey Hairs, I hope nobody will be fo 
difingenuous as to charge Me with offering an Indignity 
to the whole Sex, through the weak Sides of Mrs. O/- 
^rne ; for I can lay my Hand upon my Heart, and de- 
clare with the greateft Truth that fucb a Dejign is as far 
removed from my Thoughts, as She would have been 
upon any Occafion, except the prefent. The foregoing 
Pefcription muft therefore be confined to thofe old Wo- 
men only, the conftituent Parts of whofe Charafters are 
made up o^ Folly znAAffeBation, Now, \ione of this 
C4/? ihould take it into her Head, either through Do- 
tage or Love of Money, to extend her natural Privilege 
of presLchmgdomefiici Le^ures to publick Affair s^ She 
would certainly do it fo much in the fame Strain with 
$ur Juthorefs, that from thence abne her Cbara^er, as 
well as her Sex and Jge, might b«juftly determined. 

I remember z female Rhetorician of this Kind, fome 
Years ago, who held forth every Sunday Evening at 
Dick's Coftee-houfe, and always arew a numerous Au- 
dience round Her by her abftraHed Reafoningy and Sub- 
limity ofDiSiion. You will immediately perceive, Mr. 
D^Jnvers, that I mean the learned Mrs. Byfietdy com- 
monly caird Doftor Byfield, who had a good deal more 
Spirit^ and volatile Salt in her Conftitution than Mrs. 
Osborne y but refembled Her fo nearly in every other Re- 
fpefl, that I could not pafs Her by without fome No- 
tice, in a DifTertation upon this Subjedl. 

nus have We proved Mrs. OsbomeV Anility by fe- 
veral Marks, which are peculiarly applicable to an old 
Woman only.; but 1 have not yet done with Her ; fori 
am fo well aware of her cavilling Temper, that I am 
jefolved to put an End to this Difpute, if poffible, be* 
fore I conclude ; aiKl being aware of fome Evidences, 
which Shedefigns to produce of her Virility y I fhall 
foniider themin.Form, and doubt not to make it ap- 

B b 3 pear 
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pair that they will sdl turn flrongly againft Her, when 
impartially examined. 

In the hrft Place, a Barber is ready to make Oath, as 
I am inform'd, that He hath (haved Her for feveral 
Years. — But He is fach a lying, impudent Fellow, that 
hii Tcftimony ought not to be taken in a Point of fuch 
Importance. Befides, fuppoling the Fa6l to be true, it 
is no Proof of the Point in Queftion ; for I have feen 
many an old Woman with a Beard; and every Body 
knows that it is the Fafhion in Italy, as well as feveral 
other Parts of the World, for the Ladies to Jhave. 

It may be fanhcr urged in her Defence that She wears 
Breeches, not in a figurative Senle, like feveral notable 
Dames about Town, but according to the itrift and lite- 
ral Meaning of thofe Words. I grant This likewife ; and 
fo did that famous Amazon, Mrs. Sarah Ross, who 
fcr\'ed her Country with great Gallantry for feveral 
Years, as a Dragoon, and now enjoys a Penfion from the 
Government upon that Account. But She had the Mo- 
defty to retreat into Petticoats, as foon as her Sex was dif- 
cover*d by an tmlucky Shot, and at preient makes no 
Scruple to own Hcrfelf an old Woman. — ^How different 
from This is the Cafe of Mrs. Osborne, who having 
difgulfed Hcrfelf in Man^s Attire, and cully 'd her Pa- 
tron out of an Employment, which She knew to be un- 
tenable by one of her Sex, obtain'd Leave to fell it, and 
yet hath the Confidence to appear in the fame Habit, 
even at Noonday ? This is a Point direflly in Proof 
againft Her, and from which She can never get off. 

There was juft fuch another female Impoflor, about 
feven or eight Years ago, who having trufs'd Herfelf up 
in Breeches, was admitted as a Drawer in a noted Ta- 
vern near Temple-Bar, and continued in that Station ior 
a confiderable Time. Nay, She had the Impudence 
to perfift in her Manhood, after the whole Neighbour- 
hood was convinced of the contrary, and would never 
give it up, till She was brought to Bed of a thumping 
Girl s but then She too threw off the Difguife, and hath 

fince 
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fince foUow'd the proper Occupation of a Wajbertooman , 
Befides, She was a bold, young Hujfy^ and might pro- 
bably be tempted by the Force of fome Amour to tranf- 
form Herfelf in this Manner, which I am told was the 
Cafe of Mrs. Rofs ; but what was fomewhat excufable 
in young Wenches is quite abominable in fuch an old 
Creature as Mother Osborne^ and deferves the fevcrcft 
Refentment oUbe whole fair Sex. 

Since I have mention'd this pert, young Baggage, who 
perfonatcd a Man, and was foon after delivered of a 
Daughter ; I muft do Mrs. Osborne the Juftice to ac- 
knowledge that I never heard Her charged with having 
had any other Iffue than Thofe of her Head ; nor, in- 
deed, is This any Thing to the Purpofe ; for if She could 
produce a whole Race of Children in real Fleih and 
Blood, the main Quellion would Hill be, whether She 
was the Father, or xh^lMother of Them.— —But to 
proceed. 

Some of Mrs. Osborne's Friends, finding it impoflibic 
to maintain her Claim of Virility, have Rccourfe to ano- 
ther Method, and confefling that She was originally a 
Woman, pretend that She underwent a Transformation 
of Sexes in the memorable Year 1722, by theCon- 
jundlionof * Jupiter, Mars and Saturn, which alarm'd 
the whole Kingdom, in a moft extraordinary Manner. 
but This is a meer Fallacy ; for though I am ready to 
allow that She never appcar'd in Town as a Man before 
that Time, it hath been already proved that She hath 
committed feveral Overt-afts of Muliebrity fince. 

Others again, more fagacious than the reft, endeavour 
to prove Her a Creature of the Epicene Gender, like H^ 
mo in Latin, which figniries both a Man and a Woman, 
©r what We call an Hermaphrodite, I confefe This is a 
very nice Diftin6lion, and cannot be fully decided with- 
out an Infpe£lion, or what the Civilians call a Congrefs ; 
but, for my Part, I am very clear in the Cafe ; for 

, f See Pope tf;T</SwiftV Mifcellaniis, vol, 3 ./. 8c. 

though 
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though her female Parts are vifible enough, I will defy 
theje Gentlemen to /hew Me any Thing manl;^ in her 
Compofition, or that difcovers theleaft Mark of a mafcu- 
line Spirit. However, as This is infinitely the befl iPlea 
in her Defence, I would advife Her to Hick by it, and 
not pretend to jump at once into Manhood^ like Mon- 
taigne's Girl, but take her Degrees regularly and with 
great Caution ; for She knows very well tjiac Nature 
cannot exert itfelf fb ftrongly in old Age^ as in the Vi- 
gour oiYcuth, 

In the mean Time, I muft infill upon it that She 
fhould f^eirher Chriftian Name Frances, as She received 
it at her Baptifm, inflead oi Frantis, and not endeavour 
to impofe one Name upon us for the other, becaufe there ' 
happens to be but zjingle Letter different between them. 
I mall only add that if She perfills in fuch mean Preva- 
rication, or makes any Attempt to turn fo ferious a Point 
into Ridicule, I fhall be obliged to produce a Certificate 
from xhQPariJh Regifter againfl Her, and give the Pub- 
lick a more circumftantial Account when, and upon 
what Occafion, She metamorphofed Herfelf in this 
Manner. But I hope She will take this gentle Rebuke 
in good Part, and not give Me, or You, any farther 
Trcaiblc upon this Head. C. 2>. 

/ am yours 9 &c. 
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Governmint, 100 How the Term Conftitution 

hath been abufed, 179 — Defined, 180 Some 

Account of our Saxon Conftitution, 181 — The an^ 
tient and modem Conftitution compared, 188 — The 
moft effedlual Way of dellroying our Conftitution, 
227. 

Corruption ; how eafily practiced, 2 ■— By whom be- 
gun upon Parliaments^ ^.9 — The moft cfFe^lual 
Method to deftroy Liberty, 107 — How employed 
by King Charles the 2d, 114-*- An AbftraSl of 
the late Ail againft Bribery and Corruption^ with fbmc 
Comments upon it, 189. — A Letter to the />«*^- 
men of C^tcrbary, in Defence of it, 213. — The 
dangerous Conlcquences of it to Liberty, zzj. 

Coura?it; fome RcniarKS on the Writings in that Pa- 
per, with Relation to the Elecflon of Pctrs in Scot- 
land, 276. 

Cromwcl (Oliver) fome Account of his Government 
particularly wi:h Relation to Ehclions, 282. 

UAnvers 
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of Loyalty to Mi/tijiersy 172— His Advice >to esth 
rupt ElcSiors, 202. 

Charity j a new Do£lrine about it, 214. 

Charles (the ift King of England) the national Mif- 
foi tunes of his Reign, 14. 

Charles ( the 2d, King of Bi^land) how Popery prc- 
vail'd in his Reign, 20— The People foon gyew 
diflktisfied under his Government ; and the Reafons 
of it, 25 — How generous the Parliament was to 

Him at firft, 27 His Chanidler and Condud, 

62 — ft)w He managed Parliaments^ 114. 

Cici'ro ; his Obfervation upon Bribery and Corruption, 

Ciz'il-Lijl i when eftablilh'd, 117. 

Clarendon (Earl of) his honeft Condufl at the Ref- 
toration, 16 — A ferther Eulogium on Him. 25. 

Clifford ( Lord ) the /f;^ Corruptor of Parliaments, in 
the Reign of Charles the 2d, 29 — 1 14. 

Coatifion [of Parties) the Bleffings of it, 10 — 140. 

Conjlitution (Britijh) afccrtain'd by the Revolution, %^ 
— How improved by it, 95 — But not perfei^ed, 

96 A Diflindlion between Conjlitution and 

Governminty 100 How the Term Conjlitution 

hath been abufed, 1 79 — Defined, 1 80 ■ Some 

Account of our ^axon Conjlitution ^ 181 —The an- 
tient and modem Conjlitution compared, 188 — The 
moft effeflual Way of deftroying our Conjlitution, 

Corruption ; how ealily pradliced, 2 ■— By whom be- 
gun upon Parliaments, ^.g — The moft efFeftual 
Method to deftroy Liberty, 107 — How employ 'd 
by King Charles the 2d, 114-^ An Abjlra^l of 
the late Afi againft Bribery zxACorruption, with fbme 
Comments upon it, 189. — A Letter totheFr^^- 
men of Canterbury, in Defence of it, 213. — The 
dangerous Confeguences of it to Liberty ^ zzj, 

Coura?it ; fome Remarks on the Writings in that Pa- 
per, with Relation to the Eleilion of Pein in Scot- 
land, zyS. 

Cromwel (Oliver) fbme Account of his Government^ 
particularly with Relation to Elisions, zSz. 
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D. 

D'^Anvers (Caleb) his Remarks on a Letter to 
the Craft/men, 127 —A Defence of his Wri- 
tings, 231. 
Debts [national) by what occafion'd, 136. 
Diffesters (Prote/lant) thrfir prefent, happy Condition, 
6 — What is their Intereft and Duty, at this Time, 
8 — Their Condufl at the Reftoration^ 1 6 — Made 
the Tools of the Papifts^ 20 — 73 -—Farther Re- 
marks on their Intereli and Duty, at this Time, 144. 
Dijfertation (upon Parties) 2, ^c. 

E. 

ELeBions (of Members of Parliament) how in- 
fluenced in the Reign of King Charles the 2d, 
58 — The Right of the People to frequent EleSlions 
coniider*d, 112 — Remarks on the late EleElions^ 
220 — 235— The fame Subjeft farther confider'd, 
particularly with Relation to the Scotijh EleSlions, 
248 — And with Regard to the Englijb EleBions, 

26 1 — 270 The Scotijb EleBions ^rther confi- 

der'd, 275 — CromwePs Regulation of the Englijb 
E legions, 282. 

Electors ; the Britijh Cato\ Advice to Thofe, who 
are corrupt^ 202. 

Elphinftone ( Lord ) his Proteft at the late E legion of 
fix teen Peers for Scotland, z^z. 

England [Ckwrch. of) her prefent Moderation towards 
DiJJenters, 6 — Her Condud at the Reft oration^ 18. 

Error ; the Inftability of it, 33. 

Efcuage {the antient Tenure fo call'd) what, 183. 

Exclujhn [Bill of) by what defeated, 38 — 66. 

F, 

FRee- Briton ( the Paper fo call'd) fome Remarks 
on his Invedlive againft Popularity, 241. 

G 

GOERTS {Baron) what was his great Crime, 
273. 
Government ; a Diflindlion between Tha tand Conftitu- 
tion, lOO — The Difference between free and ar- 
Sitrary Gov^rnmmts, iz^, 

rnUifax 
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H. 

HAllifax (Marquifs of) his Arguments againft 
keeping up Partus^ 141. 
HamHton { Duke of ) his Protefl at the late EleBien 

oi Jixteen Peers for Scotland^ 251. 
Henry ( the 7th, King of England ) fome Remarks on 
^ the Statute in his Reign, concerning a Kmg de Jure 
and a King de Fa^Oy 83. 

J. 

JXAcobhifm ; the Cry of it ridiculous at prefent, 1 74. 
I James (the ift. King ol England) the chief 
Author of a]l our Pi?r/y D/V^iWJ, 12 — Some Re- 
marks on the Statute in his Reign^ concerning he- 
reditary Rights 89. 
James ( the 2d, King of England ) his Charafter and 
Conduft, 70 — Some Remarks on his Abdication, 

''■ 

LAuderdale (Duke of) fome Account of his tyran- 
nical Condu6l in Scotland ^ z^ — 282. 

Letters ; from Caleb D^Anvers^ Elq; to the Author of 
a Letter to the Crafifmen^ 1 17 — — To Mr. UAn- 
vers from an anonymous Hand, concerning the pre- 
fent War^ and the Coalition of Par ties ^ 138 — To 
the fame, with a Speech made in the Houfe of Com- 
mons z^xn^ the Number ol Place-men there; 145 
— - From Septennius to the fame, in Defence of long 
Parliaments^ i6q, — From an anonymous Hand to 
the fame, with a Dijfertation upon Screens^ 167 — . 
To the fame, upon Bribery rni^ Corruption^ 195 — 
To the fame, containing Aimals of the prefent Admi- 
niftrationy 206 — From y. H. to the freemen of the 
City of Canterbury^ againft the late AB of Parlia- 
menty for preventing Bribery and Corruption in E- 
leSfionsy 213 —From an unknown Hand to Mr. 
D^Anvers, with an Account of the Character and 
Conduft of Cardinal Ximen0s^ 255 —To the feme, 
with fome Account of CromtoePs Government, 282 
— To the feme, proving Mrs. Osborne to be an old 

Woman, by feveiai indifputablc Fadls and Ai-guments, 
289.* 

Liberty I . 
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Uiertfi the moft efiedual Way of deftroying it, £27. 
Ltya^ ( to Minifiers ) the Dodbine of it condemn^, 
ij%. M. 

MJgna Cbarta ; the antieat Right of the People 
to fend Deputies to Parliament aflerted from 
thence, 184. 
Miniftersi their Methods oi corrupting and dividing 
the people, 2 •^- An Eulogium on our prefint Mini" 
ftersy 42 — - A (hort Chara£ter of a weak and pro- 

• fiigate Minifter^ 59 "~- The Ncceifity of hb having a 
Screen, 1 70 —— How much it is his Intereft to en- 

• c(KLn%c Parties t 178 — The Annals of the prefent 
Minifter, 206 ■ T he Charadler of a bad one, 130 
— Mr. Waljingbam\ fancgyrick on a great and 

• geod Mimftsr, 243. 

Monmouth (Duke of) afpires to the Crown, 51. 

N. 

NJJfau ; ibme Account c^ that illnihious Family, 
175. 
Non-Refiflance ; renounced on both Sides at the Revo* 
lution^ 75. O." 

OBedience (pajjive) renounced on both Sides at 
the Revolution, 75 . 
Orange, ( Prince of ) an Effay upon his Marriage with 

the Princefs Koyal of Qreat Britain, 174. 
OJborne (Mrs.) fome Remarks on her late Writings, 
concerning the antient and modern Cojiftitution, 1 80 
. Her Obfervations on the late Elc^'tons exa- 
mined, 248 — z63— 273 — ^Proved to be an old Wo- 
man, by feveral incUfputable Fa^s and Arguments, 289. 

P» 

Parliaments ; an Apology for the P enfioner- Parlia- 
ment ^ 27-^35 — for what Reafons it was difrol- 
vcd, 46 — How the Ele^ions of Members of Par- 
liament were influenced, in the Reign of Charles 
the 2d, 58 — Tht Corruption of Parliaments the 

'■ moft efTe^iial Method to delhoy Liberty, 107 - ■ 
The .Right of the People to frequent Ekaions of 
Parliamrr/ts siSLctttd, 111— How managed by 
King Charles the 2d, 114 — The great Advantage 
ofjhort Parliaments and frequent E legions y i r3«— «• 
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Sfptennius'*s Arguments in Defence oUongParliamenfSf 
160 — The aniient Right of the People to fend De- 
puties to P ar /lament zffcrtsd, 1 84 - A fhort Ac- 
count of the mod remarkable Proceedings of thc'/aU 
Pr^rliament^ 198. 

Pdrties [Differ tatim upon) 2, ^e. In what a Couft' 
try Party properly coniifts, 40 — How it wa* 
diflblved in the Reign of Charles the 2d, 5 1 — — 
Revived at the Revo/ution^ 73 Divided again 

into the nominal Parties of fflng and Tory, 80 -— 
The feveral Parties of thofe Times analyied, 82 —^ 
And of the prefcnt Times, 97 ■ '-A Country Party 
not dangerous to the Con/litutlon, 114. 

Philip ( of Macedon ) rebukes his Son Alexander <t for 
attempting to bribe the People, 195 Some Ac- 

count of his own G>ndu£l, 196. 

Place-men ; Reafons for limiting the Number of Them 
in the Houfe of Commons ^ 145. 

Plot (Popifi) fome Account of the Proiecutions upon 

it, 37- ^ 

Plot ( Proteflant ) fome Remarks upon it, 56. 

Popery ; how it prevail'd in the Reign of Charles the 
zd, 20 — How the People are alarm'd with k 
at prefent to fervea Purpoie, 144. 

Popularity 'y fome Remarks oa Mr. Walfingham's In- 
vc6tive againfl it, 241 . 

Pretenders all Apprehenfions of Him at prefent ridi- 
culous, 174, 

Protefts (at the late EleSlion of JfXteen Peers for Scot- 
land) of the Earl of Stair, 250 Of the Duke 
oi Hamilton, 251^— Of the Lord Elphlnftone, 252 
of the Duke of ^ateJisberry, 25^3 Some Re- 
marks upon them, in Anfwer to the Courant, 27c. 

QUeensterry ( Duke of ) his Protcft at the late 
EleSlion of fixteen Peers £ox Seat land, 253. 
^i^o fFarranto ; fome Account of the Proceedings up- 
on it, in the Reign of Charles ihe 2d, 58. 

R. 

REcogniiion {the Ail of) fome Remarks upon it, 

Rejlorettic^ 
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Refloration (of King Charles the zd.) the Prejudices 
of the People at that Time, 15— —They (bon grow 
diffatisfied with the Court; and the Caufesof it, 25. 

Revenue, [publick) the great Alteration made in it 
fine? the Revolution, 117. 

Revolutions a new Magna Cbarta, 9— —The De- 
' fign of it, 74 -—Some Account of the Settlement 
made upon it, 76 ^— 80 — — 91 — — TTie Ends 
of it not yet compleated, 96— 105 ■ 155. 

Richard (the 2d, Kingof £»^/j/r</) how He influen- 
ced the EleBions und Proceedings of Parliament, 113. 

Right ( Jfereditary ) aflerted after the Revolution, 76 
— — The Abfurdity of it, ib, — —— Farther ex- 
pkunM, 83 89. 

Itobertjmen ; who, .128. 

Rofs ( Mrs. Sarah) fome Account of her military Ex* 
ploits, 294. - 

. S. 

Scotland ; fome Remarks on the late EkSlions theref 
250.^ 275. 

Screetfj ; a Dijfertation upon them, 1 67. 

Seftennius ; his Letter to Mr. D^Anvers, in Defence of 

long Parliaments, 160. 
Southampton (Earl of) his honed Condu^atthe Ref- 
toration, 16 — A further Eulogium upon Him, 25. 
Speech ( in the Houfe of Commons ) agamft the i^yxmr 

hex c^ Place-men there, 145. 
Stair (Earl of) his Proteft at the late EleBion of jfx- 
teen Peers for Scotland, 250. 

T. 

T Enures ( antient) fomeMiftakes about them rec- 
tified, 183. 
Tories ; how different from what They were formerly, 

4— A fhort HiQory of Torifm, 1 1 The Birth 

of it, 35 Mifrcprcfented by their Enemies, 50 

"fheir Jealoufics of the Whigs, on Account <if 

the Duke of Monmouth, 5 2 ■ The worft Part 

f of their Conduft, 60 — When that Party really ex- 
pired, 69 — Join'd in the Revolution, 73 -— Had 
ao longer any Pretence of fearing the Dcfigns of 

the 
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die WbigSf 2o — Give the Whigs an Advantage 
over Them, 86. 
7rutbi the Prevalence of it, 33^— —88. 

U. 

UTrecbt (the Treaty of ) fome Renurksnpon if, 
137- 
Virtui ( fuhliek ) the dangeious Conifquences of laugh- 
ing it out of Connteuance, 117. 

W. 

WAlfingham (Francis y Efq;) fome Remarks upon 
his Notion oioox Cmjiitutiimy 17 9 ■ Up- 
on his Inveftive againft Popularity, 241 — — On 
his Writings concerning the late Ek^iws^ 267. 

War (the prefent one) to what owing, 135. 

Weeding ( the Houft of Commons ) fonpie Account of that 
Praftice, 225. 

Whigs ; how different from what They were formerly, 
4 — A fhort Hiflory of Whiggijm, 1 1— The Birth 
of it, 35 —The wrong Conduft of the Whig Party^ 
in the Reign of Charles the 2d, 44 — — Mifreprc- 
fented by their Enemies, co — The worft Part 
of their Conduft, 61 — When that Party really ex- 
pired, 69 -^ RdformM their Condud at the Revo- 
lution^ 73 .^ 80 — Old Reproaches venewM againft 
Them, 87. 

William (the 3d, King of England) fw what we 
are obliged to Him, 1 76. 

Writers [miniflerial) fome Remarks upon Them, 174 
— 179 — 231 — Z41 — 261. 

X. 

Xlmenes (Cardinal) fome Account of his Charac- 
ter and Conduct, in abolifhing a Tax called 
the Alcabala, 256. 

Y. 

YORK (Duke of) how the Extlufion of Him 
. was projected, and in what Manner carried on, 
^8 — What fecured the Crown to Him, 57—^6. 
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